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AT  a  suited  meeting  of  the  American  Anti- 
q_UARiAN  Society,  September  29,  18L1,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  draw  up  an  account  of  Uic 
nature  of  the  Institution,  with  a  detailed  statement  of 
its  objects,  for  the  purpose  of  pubhealion,  together 
with  the  petition  to  th.e  Legislature  for  an  Act  of  In- 
corporation,  the  Act  of  Incorporation,  IJyc  Laws,  8cc. 
The  Committee  having  attended  to  that  duty,  pre- 
sented to  the  Society  their  Report,  which  was  read 
and  accepted,  and  is  as  follows  : 

THE  great  benefits  arising  to  the  civilized  world 
from  associations  of  individuals  for  promoting  knowl- 
edge, industry,  or  virtue,  are  universally  acknou  ledged. 
It  is  an  obvious  truth,  that  men,  without  reg-ard  to  na- 
tion, sect,  or  party,  by  united  exertions  in  one  general 
pursuit,  may  effect  more  in  a  few  years,  than  could  be 
accomplished,  individually,  in  ages.  They  are  so  con- 
stituted by  nature,  that  "  human  actions,  and  the 
events  which  befal  human  beings,  have  more  power- 


fill  influence  than  any  other  objects,  to  enc^nj^c  and  fix 
their  atteniion."  Wc  cannot  obtain  a  knowledge  of 
those,  who  are  to  conic  after  iis,  nor  are  we  certain 
what  will  be  the  events  of  future  times ;  as  it  is  in 
our  power,  so  it  should  be  our  duty,  to  bestow  on 
posterity  that,  which  they  cannot  give  to  us,  but  which 
they  may  enlarge  and  improve,  and  transmit  to  those, 
who  shall  succeed  them. — It  is  but  paying  a  debt  we 
owe  to  our  forefathers. 

From  combinations  of  this  kind,  the  old  continents, 
within  the  last  century  and  an  half,  have  received  and 
diffused  more  light  and  useful  information  in  the  arts 
and  sciences,  and  in  the  natural,  civil  and  religious  his- 
tory  of  the  habitable  globe,  than  had  been  exhibited  to 
mankind  for  thousands  of  preceding  years. 

'I'he  first  society  of  scientific  men  among  the  mod- 
erns of  w  hich  history  gives  us  any  certain  information, 
was  established  near  the  close  of  the  eighth  century,  by 
Charlemagne,  at  his  imperial  palace  in  France,  by  the 
recommendation  of  Alcuinus,  one  of  the  most  learned 
men  of  the  age.  This  society  in  time  was  productive 
of  many  others  ;  few,  however,  appeared,  which  were 
of  great  advantage  to  the  publick,  or  gained  a  per- 
manent establishment,  till  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
century.  Many  literary  and  scientific  institutions  were 
then  formed,  and  afterwards  greatly  increased  and 
spread  through  the  several  quarters  of  the  globe.  We 
will  take  notice  of  that  class  only  of  those  societies, 
which  had  the  same  object  in  view,  as  the  one  of  which 
wc  are  members. 


Irish  historians  have  asserted,  that  "  tlicrc  was  an  an- 
cient  college  of  anti(iuaries  erected  in  Ireland  by  Ollumh 
Fodhia,  one  of  its  kings,  seven  hundred  years  Ix  fore 
Christ,  for  the  purpose  of  C(iniposing  a  liistor)-  of  Uiat 
country  ;"  and  to  this,  say  they,  "  it  is  owing,  ilm  ihc 
history  and  antiquities  of  Uiis  kin<;doni  may  be  ir.xcd 
back  beyond  that  of  most  other  nations."  lUii  U»e  fjn»l 
society  of  Antiquaries,  of  which  we  have  any  aullKnlic 
information,  is  that  which  originated  in  England  in 
1572,  under  the  auspices  of  Archbishop  Parker,  Cam- 
den,  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  and  others.  Although  it  w;is 
not  incorporated,  its  reputation  gradually  increased  un- 
til the  reign  of  James  I,  who,  in  turbulent  times, 
"  fearing  it  might  canvass  the  secret  transactions  of  his 
government,  suppressed  it."  It  was  revived  in  the  year 
1717.  From  this  time  the  importance  of  the  society 
increased,  and  in  1751,  it  was  incoq^oratcd  by  the  name 
of  "  The  President,  Council  and  Fellows  of  the  Soci- 
ety of  Antiquaries"  in  England.  '*  II  is  now  in  a  ve- 
ry flourishing  condition,  consisting  of  many  learned  and 
ingenious  men  of  the  nobility,  gentry  and  clerg}-,  whose 
business,  as  members,  is  to  discover  tlie  aiuitjuities  of 
their  own,  as  well  as  of  other  nations."  Their  council, 
savs  Mr.  Recs,  "consists of  twenty  one  ixrsons,  ten  of 
whom  are  annually  changed  ;  die  election  of  members 
is  by  ballot,  by  a  certificate  signed  by  three  or  more 
fellows  being  previously  exhibited  for  six  ordinary  suc- 
cessive meetings,  except  in  the  case  of  jKcrs,  memlx-rs 
of  the  privy  council  and  judges,  who  may  be  projwscd 
by  a  single  member  and  balloted  for  the  same  day  ; 


and  the  choice  is  determined  I)y  a  majority  of  two  thirds. 
Kvery  member  pa\  s  an  admission  Tec  of  five  guineas 
and  two  j^uincas  a  year  ;  or,  as  an  ccjuivalent,  a  sum  of 
twenty  one  guineas.  They  have  weekly  meetings. 
This  society  began  to  publish  its  discoveries  in  1770, 
under  the  title  of  Archoeologia." 

An  institution  similar  to  that  of  the  Antiquarian  So- 
cielv  in  JMigland,  and  for  like  purposes,  was  founded 
in  Scotland  in  1780,  and  received  the  royal  charter  in 
1803. 

There  is  a  society  of  Antiquaries  at  Upsal  in  Sweden, 
which  owes  its  rise  to  queen  Christina,  but  its  establish- 
ment to  her  successor,  Charles  Gustavus  ;  its  design  is 
to  collect  and  illustrate  the  anticjuities  of  that  country, 
and  the  northern  languages.  Another  was  instituted  at 
Copenhagen,  in  Denmark,  in  1742  ;  its  immediate  ob- 
ject is  to  make  researches  into,  and  explain  the  antiqui- 
ties and  history  of  that  country.  It  is  patronized  by  the 
king. — An  Academy  of  Antiquities  exists  at  Cortona, 
in  Italy,  the  members  of  which  are  very  respectable, 
numerous,  and  not  confined  to  that  country.  It  was 
founded  for  the  study,  &c.  of  the  Hetrurian  Antiquities ; 
the  chief  officer  is  called  Lucumon,  by  which  name  the 
ancient  governours  of  Italy  are  said  to  have  been  dis- 
tins:uished. 

There  are  in  Europe  many  other  similar  institutions  ; 
all  of  which,  having  proper  funds,  have  been  very  use- 
ful. Many  more  for  want  of  funds  were  of  short  du- 
ration. 


An  institution  of  this  kind  was  formed  at  Calcutta  in 
the  East  Indies,  called  the  Asiatic  Society,  by  Sir 
William  Jones,  in  1784  ;  the  objects  of  which  arc  iIk 
antiquities,  history,  arts,  and  literature  of  the  continent 
of  Asia. 

Among  the  numerous  societies  fomud  in  liic  Unit- 
ed States  for  the  promotion  of  literature,  the  useful 
and  fine  arts,  and  other  valuable  puq)Oses,  it  aj)jK-arcd 
that  one  more  might  be  added,  which  could  also  be 
truly  beneficial,  not  only  to  the  present,  but  ijarticular- 
ly  to  future  generations — a  society  not  confined  to  lo- 
cal purposes — not  intended  for  the  particular  ad\anta^c 
of  any  one  state  or  section  of  the  union,  or  for  the  Ixn- 
efit  of  a  few  individuals — one  whose  memlxrs  may  \)c 
found  in  every  part  of  our  western  continent  and  its 
adjacent  islands,  and  who  are  citizens  of  all  parts  of 
this  quarter  of  the  world. 

Should  it  be  asked,  what  are  the  intended  objects  of 
this  society '? — We  w  ill  answer  in  the  words  of  Sir 
William  Jones  to  the  members  of  the  Asiatic  Society, 
"Manar.d  Nature — whatever  is,  orhas  been  iK-rfiirni- 
ed  bv  the  one,  or  produced  by  the  other." — "  Human 
knowledge,"  says  he,  "  has  been  elegantly  amJysed 
according  to  the  three  great  faculties  of  the  mind. 
Memory,  Reason  and  Imagination,  which  wc  con- 
stantly find  cmjiloyed  in  arranging  and  retaining,  com- 
paring and  distinguishing,  combining  and  diversifying, 
the  ideas  which  we  receive  through  our  senses,  or  ac- 
quire  by  reflection  ;  hence  the  three  main  branches  of 
Learning  are  History,  Science  and  Art." 
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The  chief  objects  of  the  enquiries  and  researches 
of  this  society  will  be  American  Anticiuities,  natural, 
artificial  and  literary  ;  not,  however,  excluding  those 
of  other  countries.  It  must  be  acknowledged  that  the 
study  of  Anticjuity  oft'ers  to  the  curious  and  inquisitive 
a  large  field  for  research,  for  sublime  reflection,  and  for 
anuiscment. — Those  ^^ho  make  enquiry,  and  those 
who  make  collections  in  this  branch  of  science,  "  fur- 
nish the  historian  with  his  best  materials,  while  he 
distin<niishes  from  truth  the  fictions  of  a  bold  inven- 
tion,  and  ascertains  the  credibility  of  facts  ;  and  to  the 
philosopher  he  presents  a  faithful  source  of  ingenious 
speculation,  while  he  points  out  to  him  the  way  of 
thinking,  and  the  manners  of  men,  under  all  the  varie- 
ties of  aspect  in  which  they  have  appeared." 

As  all  things,  which  are  in  their  nature  durable,  if 
preserved  from  casualty  and  the  ravages  of  time,  in  a 
course  of  years  will  become  antique,  it  will  be  also 
an  object  of  this  society  to  deposit,  from  time  to  time, 
such  modern  productions  as  will  denote  to  those  who 
succeed  us,  the  progress  of  literature,  the  arts,  man- 
ners, customs  and  discoveries  in  our  time  with  accu- 
racy. 

Thus  by  an  attention  to  these  objects,  which  the 
society  hope  to  promote  by  the  exertion  of  its  mem- 
bers  residing  in  various  parts  of  this  vast  continent, 
the  utility  of  the  institution  will  speedily  be  realized, 
and  it  may  in  time  vie  with  those  of  a  similar  kind 
in  Europe,  which  are  now  so  justly  celebrated. 
Each  individual   of  the   Society,   we  persuade  our- 


selves,  will  imbibe  u  belief,  that  its  reputation,  in  a 
great  degree  depends  on  his  iudividiuil  efforts  ;  arid 
will  feel  an  interest  in  eollccting  and  forwarding  to 
the  Librarian,  the  Secretaries,  or  to  any  officer  of 
the  Institution,  such  antiquities  of  our  countrv, 
whether  of  nature  or  of  art,  as  may  be  jjortabic,  and 
which  he  can  obtain ;  and  aullicntic  accounts  of 
such  as  cannot  be  transported  ;  with  such  articles 
of  modern  date,  as  are  curious  and  interestinj;,  and 
will  tend  to  aid  the  purposes  of  the  establishment. — 
Justice  will  be  done  to  the  donor — his  name  will 
live  on  the  records. 

Among  the  articles  of  deposit,  books  of  ever)-  de- 
scription, including  pamphlets  and  magazines,  es- 
pecially those  which  were  early  printed  cither  in 
South  or  in  North  America  ;  files  of  Ncwspa|)cr9 
of  former  times,  or  of  the  present  day,  are  particular- 
ly desirable — as  are  specimens,  with  written  ac- 
counts  respecting  them,  of  fossils,  handicrafts  of  the 
Aborigines, *&c.  Manuscripts,  ancient  and  modern, 
on  interesting  subjects,  particularly  those  which 
give  accounts  of  remarkable  events,  discoveries,  or 
the  description  of  any  part  of  the  continent,  or  llic 
islands  in  the  American  seas  ;    maps,  charts,  &c. 

The  decline  as  well  as  the  rise  of  nations  is  in  the 
course  of  nature — like  causes  will  produce  like  cf- 
fects — and,  in  some  distant  period,  a  decline  may  be 
the  state  of  our  country.  A  depositor)'  like  this, 
may  not  only  retard  the  ravages  of  time,  but  preserve 
from  other  causes  of  destruction,  many  precious 
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relics  of  aiititjuity,  many  specimens  of  the  work  oi" 
nature,  and  those  of  modern  art,  which  once  lost 
could  never  be  restored. 

For  the  better  preservation  from  the  destruction 
so  often  experienced  in  large  towns  and  cities  by 
ilre,  as  well  as  from  the  ravages  of  an  enemy,  to 
which  seaports  in  particular  are  so  much  exposed 
in  times  of  war,  it  is  universally  agreed,  that  for  a 
place  of  deposit  for  articles  intended  to  be  preserv- 
ed for  ages,  and  of  which  many,  if  destroyed,  or 
carried  away,  could  never  be  replaced  by  others  of 
the  like  kind,  an  inland  situation  is  to  be  preferred ; 
this  consideration  alone  was  judged  sufficient  for 
placing  the  Library  and  Museum  of  this  Society 
fortv  miles  distant  from  the  nearest  branch  of  the 

m 

sea,  in  the  town  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  on 
the  great  road  from  all  the  southern  and  western 
states  to  Boston,  the  capital  of  New  England. 

It. is  almost  needless  to  observe,  that  a  society  of 
this  kind  cannot  be  supported  with  any  degree  of 
respectability  or  usefulness  without  funds— dona- 
tions, legacies,  contributions,  and  royal  patronage, 
are  the  support  of  those  in  Europe,  and  have  raised 
them  to  a  state  of  eminence — and,  it  is  not  doubted 
that  there  arc  persons  in  America,  who  are  as  public 
spirited  as  those  in  Europe,  by  whose  aid  this  soci- 
ety will  be  enabled  to  pursue  those  researches,  so 
desirable,  into  the  antiquities  of  our  country — to 
make  valuable  collections  of  them,  and  of  other  ar- 
ticles proper  for  this  institution,  and  to  deposit  them 
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in  a  suitable,  permanent  building,  which  it  is  intnul- 
ed  shall  soon  be  erected  for  their  safe  keci)in^ ; 
where  they  may  at  all  times  be  found,  and  be,  not 
only  pleasing,  but  useful  to  the  members  of  histori- 
cal, philosophical,  and,  perhaps,  of  other  societies,  as 
well  as  to  individuals. 

ISAIAH  THOMAS,  per  order. 
Worcester,  October,  1813. 


PETITION  to  the  LEGISLATURE.    October,  inii  . 

To  the  Honourable  Senate  ami  HorsE  of  Repiifsentativk* 
of  the  Commonivcalth  of  Massachtisetls^  in  Gciural  Court 
€LSse)nblc(L 

THE  subscribers  influenced  by  a  desire  to  con- 
tribute to  the  advancement  of  the  Arts  and  Sciences 
and  to  aid,  by  their  individual  and  united  efforts, 
in  collecting  and  preserving  such  materials  as  may 
be  useful  in  making  their  progress,  not  only  in  the 
United  States,  but  in  other  parts  of  the  globe,  and 
wishing  also  to  assist  the  researches  of  the  future 
historians  of  our  country,  respectfully  represent  to 
the  legislature,  that,  in  their  opinion,  the  establish- 
ment of  an  Antiquarian  Society,  within  this  Com- 
monwealth, would  conduce  essentially  to  the  attain- 
ment of  these  objects.  At  present  there  is  no  pub- 
lic association  for  such  purposes  within  the  United 
States.  The  rapid  progress  of  science,  and  of  the 
useful  and  ornamental  arts,  in  our  country,  may  be 
ascribed  in  a  great  degree  to  the  numerous  public 
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institiilions  originated  by  patriotic  individuals,  but 
dcrivini;  their  countenance  and  support  from  legis- 
lative authority.  Sucli  a  society  as  is  now  contem- 
plated, as  its  objects  are  essentially  distinct  from 
any  other  in  our  country,  it  is  believed,  may  advan- 
tageously cooperate  with,  without  in  the  slightest 
degree  impairing  the  utility  of  other  institutions  ;  its 
immediate  and  peculiar  design  is,  to  discover  the 
antiquities  of  our  own  continent ;  and,  by  providing  a 
fixed  and  permanent  place  of  deposit,  to  preserve 
such  relics  of  American  antiquity  as  are  portable, 
as  well  as  to  collect  and  preserve  those  of  other 
parts  of  the  globe.  By  the  long  and  successful  la- 
bours of  the  College  of  Antiquaries  in  Ireland,  their 
historians,  it  is  said,  have  been  enabled  to  trace  the 
liistory  of  that  country  to  an  earlier  period  than  that 
of  any  other  nation  of  Europe.  The  researches  of 
a  similar  society  in  England  established  at  a  later 
period,  at  times  discouraged,  but  now  aided  and 
fostered  by  the  patronage  of  the  government,  have 
not  merely  furnished  food  for  curiosity,  but  have 
provided  many  valuable  materials  for  the  benefit  of 
histor}-,  the  improvement  of  science,  and  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  arts  of  life.  Almost  every  nation 
indeed  of  the  European  world  bears  witness  to  the 
utility  of  similar  institutions.  To  the  enlightened 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts  the  Subscribers  do 
not  deem  it  necessary  to  exhibit  more  in  detail  the 
advantages,  which  may  be  expected  from  such  anes- 
Inblishmcnt  within  this  Commonwealth — They  ask 
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for  no  other  aid  from  llic  Commonwealth,  than  the 
facilities  which,  in  the  pursuit  of  their  objects,  may 
accrue  from  an  Act  of  Incorporation.  As  an  in- 
ducement to  the  grant  of  these  privilej^es,  they  Ixj; 
leave  to  state  that  one  of  their  number  is,  at  this 
time,  in  possession  of  a  valuable  collection  of  books 
obtained  w  ith  great  labour  and  expense,  the  value  of 
^vhich  may  be  fairly  estimated  at  about  five  thou- 
sand dollars,  some  of  them  more  ancient  than  arc  to 
be  found  in  any  other  part  of  our  country,  and  all  of 
which  he  intends  to  tranfer  to  the  proposed  society, 
should  their  project  receive  the  sanction  and  encour- 
agement of  the  Legislature.  This  grant  which  is 
designed  as  the  foundation  of  a  superstructure  to  be 
hereafter  erected,  with  such  other  conditions  as  may 
be  reasonably  expected,  the  subscribers  believe  will 
ensure  the  future  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  in- 
stitution. 

As  no  injury  can  at  any  rate  be  apprehended 
from  such  an  experiment,  even  if  it  should  prove 
unsuccessful,  and  as  it  may  be  productive  of  much 
public  advantage,  the  petitioners  flatter  themselves 
their  project  will  not  be  discountenanced  by  the 
government  of  Massachusetts. 

They  therefore  respectfully  pray  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  incorporation  of  themselves,,  and 
such  persons  as  may  hereafter  associate  with  them, 
into  a  Society  by  the  name  of  the  American  A.v. 
TK^JARiAN  Society,  with  the  privilege  of  hold- 
ing  real  estate  in  perpetuity  of  the  annual  value  of 
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fifteen  lunulrcd  dollars,  and  wiui  such  other  privi- 
U'l^s  and  ininuinitics  as  are  usually  granted  by  acts 
of  incorporation  to  other  public  societies  established 
uilhin  this  Commonwealth. 

ISAIAH  THOMAS, 
.  JVATH'L  PAINE, 
WM.  PAINE, 
LEVI  LINCOLN, 
AARON  BANCROFT, 
EDW'D  BANGS. 

iSWy'.y  OJJlce,   7    A  true  copy  of   the  petition  on 
Dec.  3 J  1812.   5        file  in  this  office. 

AttCSty 

ALDEN  BRADFORD,  Scc'ry  Cmnmonrvealth. 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

la  the  year  of  oxir  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve. 


An  Act  to  incorporate  the  American  Antk^ua- 

RiAN  Society, 

WHEREAS  the  collection  and  preservation  of  the 
antiquities  of  our  country,  and  of  curious  and  val- 
uable productions  in  Art  and  Nature,  have  a  ten- 
dency to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  human  knowledge,  aid 
the  progress  of  science,  to  perpetuate  the  history  of 
moral  and  political  events,  and  to  improve  and  inter- 
est posterity. 
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Therefore, 

Sec.  I.  Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  in  General  Court  assemOiedy  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  same,  that  Isai;il»  Tlmmas, 
Levi  Lincoln,  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Timotliy  Bif^clow, 
Nathaniel  Paine,  Edw  rd  Ban}^s,  Ksfirs.  Jolui  '1', 
Kirkland,  L.  L.  D.  Aaion  Bancroft,  1).  I).  Jona- 
than H.  Lyman,  Elijah  H.  Mills,  Elisha  Hammond, 
Timothy  Williams,  William  1).  Peck,  John  Lowell, 
Edmund  Dwight,  Eleazer  James,  Josiah  Quincy, 
William  S.  Shaw,  Francis  Blake,  Levi  Lincoln,  Jr. 
Samuel  M.  Burnside  and  Benjamin  Russell,  Esf|s. 
Rev.  Thaddeus  M.  Harris,  Rcdford  Wcbslrr, 
Thomas  Walcut,  Ebenezer  T.  Andrews,  Isaiah 
Thomas,  Jr.  William  Wells,  and  such  others  as  may 
associate  with  them  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  be, 
and  hereby  are  formed  into  and  constituted  a  society, 
and  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name  of 
the  American  Antiquarian  Society  ;  and  that  they 
and  their  successors,  and  such  other  persons  as 
shall  be  legally  elected  by  them,  shall  be,  and  con- 
tinue a  body  politic  and  corporate,  by  that  name 
forever. 

Sec  n.  £e  it  further  enacted,  that  the  mem- 
bers of  said  Society  shall  have  power  to  elect  a  Pres- 
ident, Vice  Presidents,  and  such  other  officers  as  they 
may  determine  to  be  necessary ;  and  that  the  said  So- 
ciety shall  have  one  common  seal,  and  the  same  may 
break,  change  and  renew  at  pleasure,  and  that  the 
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same  society,  by  the  name  aforesaid,  as  a  body  politic 
and  corporate,  may  sue  and  be  sued,  prosecute  and 
defend  suits  to  final  judgment  and  execution. 

Sec.  III.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  said 
society  shall  have  power  to  make  orders  and  by-laws 
for  governing  its  members  and  property,  not  repug- 
nant  to  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  may 
expel,  disfranchise,  or  suspend  any  member  who  by 
misconduct  shall  be  rendered  unworthy. 

Sec.  IV.     Be  it  further  enacted,  that  said  society 
may,  from  time  to  time,  establish  rules  for  electing 
officers  and  members,  and  also  times  and  places  for 
holding  meetings,  and  shall  be  capable  to  take  and  hold 
real  or  personal  estate  by  gift,  grant,  devise,  or  oth- 
erways,  and  the  same  or  any  part  thereof,  to  alien 
and  convey  ;  provided,  that  the  annual  income  of 
any  real  estate  by  said  society  holden  shall  never  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  and  that  the 
personal  estate  thereof,  exclusive  of  books,  papers 
and  articles  in  the  museum  of  said  society,  shall 
never  exceed  the  value  of  seven  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  V.     Be  it  further  enacted,  that  said  soci- 
cty  may  elect  honorary  members  residing  in,  and 
Without,  the  limits  of  this  Commonwealth.     And 
that  Isaiah  Thomas,  Esq.  be,  and  herebv  is  author, 
izedand  empowered  to  notify  and  warn  die  first 
meetmg  of  said  society  ;  and  that  the  said  society 
when  met,  shall  agree  upon  a  method  for  callin: 
future  meetings,  and  have  power  to  adjourn,  from 
time  to  time,  as  may  be  found  necessary. 
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Sec.  VI.  Be  it  further  enacted,  that  the  Libra- 
ry and  Museum  of  said  society  shall  be  kept  in  the 
town  of  Worcester,  in  the  county  of  Worcester. 

la  the  HousK  of  Rkpresentativfs,  October  23,  1812.  This 
bill  having  had  three  several  readiiijis  passed  lo  be  enacted. 

TIMOTHY  BIGELOW,  Speaker. 

Id  SENiiTF,  October  2 ',  1812.     This  bill  liaving  had  two  sev- 
eral readings  passed  to  be  enacted. 

SAMUEL  DANA,  President, 

October  24th,  1812.  7         CALEB  STRONG. 
Approved,  y 

Secretary's  Office,  Nov;  2,  1812. 
A  true  copy,  Attest, 

ALDEN  BRADFORD,  Sec'ri/  CommontvcaUh. 


NOTIFICATION  AND  WARNING 
To  the  Members  Incorporated  to  attend  theJirU  meeting. 

American  Society  of  Antiquaries. 

WHEREAS  by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  this 
Commonwealth,  passed  October  24,  1812,  Isaiah 
Thomas,  Levi  Lincoln,  H.  G.  Otis,  Timothy  Bige- 
low,  Nathaniel  Paine  and  Edward  Bangs,  Esqrs.  J. 
T.  Kirkland,  D.  D.  Aaron  Bancroft,  D.  D.  Wil- 
liam  Paine,  M.D.  Jonathan  H.  Lyman,  Elijah  H. 
Mills,  Elijah  Hammond,  Timothy  W  iliiams,  Wil- 
liam D.  Peck,  John  ?.owell,  Edmund  D wight,  Elea- 
3 
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zer  James,  Josiah  Quincy,  William  S.  Shaw,  Fran- 
cis  Blake,  Levi  Lincoln,  Jun.  Samuel  M.  Burnside 
and  Benjamin  Russell,  Esqrs.  Rev.  Thaddeus  M. 
Harris,  Redford  Webster,  Thomas  Walcutt,  Eben- 
czer  T.  Andrews,  William  Wells,  and  Isaiah  Thom- 
as, Jun.  and  such  others  as  may  associate  with  them 
for  the  purposes  therein  mentioned,  were  "  formed 
into,  and  constituted  a  Society,  and  body  politic  and 
corporate,  by  tlie  name  of  "  The  American  Anti- 
quarian Society,''  for  the  purposes  therein  specified. 
And  whereas,  by  the  fifth  section  of  said  Act,  the 
undersigned  is  "  authorised  and  empowered  to  noti- 
fy and  warn  the  first  meeting  of  said  Society,"  there- 
fore, in  conformity  thereto,  he  hereby  notifies  and 
warns  each  and  every  of  the  persons  above  named  to 
meet  at  the  Exchange  Coffee  House  in  Boston,  on 
Thursday  the  19th  day  of  November  instant,  at  11 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  then  and  there  to  take  such 
measures  as  shall  be  necessary  for  organizing  said 
Society,  establishing  such  Rules  and  Regulations  as 
shall  be  deemed  expedient,   "  agree  upon  a  method 
for  calling  future  meetings,"   and  to  act  upon  any 
other  matter  or  thing  relating  to  the  objects  of  said 
institution. 

ISAIAH  THOMAS. 
Worcester,  November  2,  1812. 

The  members  met  at  the  time  and  place  appoint- 
ed, and  the  Society  was  organized. 
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LAWS 


OF   THE 


AMERICAN  ANTIQUARIAN  SOCIETY. 


Article  I. 

THERE  shall  be  a  Pre  ideal  and  Uro  A''ice  PresidentF.  It 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President,  and  in  his  absence  of  one  of 
the  Vice  Presidents,  to  preside  in  the  meetings,  and  to  regulate 
ihe  debates  of  the  Society  and  the  Council ;  to  call  meetings  of  the 
Council,  and  extraordinary  meetings  of  the  Society  by  advice  of 
Council.  The  President,  or  presiding  ollicer,  shall  vote  in  coun- 
cil, and  also  have  a  casting  vole.  The  Vice  Presidents  shall  ex 
officio  be  members  of  the  Council. 

Article  II. 
There  *shall  be  seven  Counsellors,  exclusive  of  the  President 
and  Vice  Presidents  ;  any  four  of  the  whole  number  shall  consti- 
tute a  quorum.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  llie  Counsellors  to  direct 
the  Corresponding  Secretaries  in  the  performance  of  their  duty  ; 
to  present  to  the  Society  for  their  acceptance,  such  regulations 
and  by-laws  as  from  time  to  lime  shall  be  thought  expedient ;  to 
receive  donations,  and  with  the  President  to  purchase,  sell  or 
lease,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Society,  real  or  personal  estate  ;  to 
draw  orders  on  the  Treasuiy  for  necessary  monies;  and  in  ''ene- 
ral  to  manage  the  pmdentials  of  the  Society.  It  shall  be  the  du- 
ty of  the  Council,  to  enquire  concerning  the  characters  of  peisous 


20 

living  out  of  the  Commonwealth,  proper  to  be  elected  honour- 
arj  members ;  particularly  in  Spanish  America. 

Article  III. 
There  ehall  be  one  Recording  Secretary ;   and  one  assistant 
Recording  Secretary;    and    two     Corresponding    Secretaries. 
The  Recording  Secretary  shall  be  the  Keeper  of  the  Seal  of  the 
Society.     It  shall  be  liis  duty  to  attend  all  meetings  of  the  Soci- 
ety and  Council,  and  to  make  and  keep  records  of  ail  their  pro- 
ceedings ;  and  shall  keep  on  file  all  Kterary  papers  belonging  to 
the  Society  under  the  direction  of  the  Council.     It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Corresponding  Secretaries  to  receive  and  read  all 
communications  made  to  the  Society  ;  and  to  manage,  under  tlie 
direction  of  the  Council,  all  the  correspondence  of  the  Society. 

Article  IV. 
Tliere  shall  be  a  Treasurer,  who  shall  give  such  security  ps 
the  President  and  Council  shall  require,  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  his  trust.     It  shall  be  his  duty  to  receive  and  keep  all 
monies  and  evidences  of  property  belonging  to  the  Society  ;  to 
pay  out  to  the  order  of  the  President  and  Council ;  to  keep  a 
record  of  his  receipts  and  payments,  exhibit  the  same,  and  settle 
with  a  Committee  which  shall  be  annually  appointed  for  this 
purpose;  and  he  shall  put  the  money  of  the  Society  out  to  inter- 
est, under  the  direction  of  the  Council. 

Article  V. 
There  shall  be  a  Librarian  and  Cabinet  Keeper,  who  shall 
give  bonds  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  President  and  Council  fox  the 
faiihful  performance  of  his  trust.  He  shall  receive,  and  have  in 
his  custody,  all  hooks,  pa!'ers,  productions  of  nature  and  works 
of  art.  the  i>roperty  of  the  Society.  These  he  shall  arrange  in 
classes  and  register  in  a  book,  with  a  proper  description  of  eac^ 
article,  with  t)e  donors  nawe,  when  the  same  sb^libe  a  present. 
JNTo  article  shall  ever  on  any  occasion  be  loaned  or  taken  from 
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the  Museum ;  nor  shall  any  book  or  other  article  be  borroAved 
from  the  Library,  except  by  a  vote  of  the  Council,  and  then  the 
loan  of  such  article  shall  be  recorded,  and  a  receipt  given  there- 
for by  the  borrower,  enga^ug  to  return  the  same  in  four  veeks, 
or  pay  a  forfeiture,  such  as  by  a  vote  of  the  Council  shall  be  af- 
fixed. 

Article  VI. 
There  shall  annually  be  three  meetings  of  the  Society,  viz. — 
one  in  Boston  on  the  twenty  second  day  of  December,  and  v.  hen 
the  same  shall  fall  on  a  Sabbath,  then  the  day  after;  one  in  Bos- 
ton on  the  first  Wednesday  in  June  ;  and  one  in  Worcester  on 
the  Wednesday  next  after  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  September,  at 
such  houi-s  and  places  as  shall  be  notified  by  the  Secretary.  At 
the  annual  meeting  in  Boston  in  December,  shall  be  chosen  by 
ballot,  all  the  officers  of  the  Society  to  serve  during  the  follow- 
ing year,  and  until  others  are  chosen.  At  this  meeting  a  public 
oration  shall  be  delivered  by  some  person  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Council.  [Th^  last  section  of  this  law  is  altered.  The  Oration 
is  to  be  delivered  annually  on  the  23d  of  October.] 

^^Jt^^c?^  Article  VII.     J^y^f-^c     2Ji , 

At  "any  meeting  of  the  Society,  any  member  may  propose  a 
candidate  for  admission,  by  m  riling  the  name  of  the  candidate, 
^ilh  his  own  name,  in  a  book  to  be  kept  by  the  Recording  Secre- 
tary for  that  purpose;  and  at  the  xiQXi  meeting  such  candidate 
may  be  balloted  for,  and  on  obtaining  two  thirds  of  the  votes 
given  in,  shall  be  constituted  a  member. 

(^Z/^C^-^^-  Article  VIII.    r/^^*^ \^/», 

Each  member  shall  annually  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  Treas- 
urer, at  the  meeting  in  December,  two  dollars  towards  a  fund  ; 
and  every  person  who  shall  neglect  to  pay  the  annual  tax,  and 
shall  sulTer  himi-elf  to  be  in  arrear  for  three  annual  taxes,  after 
having  beea  called  upon  by  the  Treasiurer  iu  person,  or  by  writ- 
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ten  order,  shall  be  considered  as  having  abdicated  his  interest  ih 
the  Society  and  no  longer  a  member. 

Article  IX. 
All  meetings,  standing  or  special,  shall  be  notified  by  the  Re- 
cording Secretary,  under  the  direction  of  the  President  and 
Council,  in  one  newspaper  published  in  Boston,  and  one  in  Wor- 
cester, foiu'teen  days  previous  to  the  day  of  the  meeting ;  in 
Tfhich  notification,  the  liour  and  place  of  the  meeting  shall  be 
designated. 

Article  X. 
In  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  incapacity  or  removal  out  of 
the  State  of  eit})er  of  the  Secretaries,  or  the  Treasurer,  or  Li- 
brarian, the  Council  sliall  take  charge  of  the  official  books,  pa- 
pers and  effects  belonging  to  the  vacated  office,  giving  receipts 
for  the  same,  Avhicli  books,  *  c.  they  may  deliver  to  some  per- 
son, whom  they  may  appoint  to  fill  the  office  until  the  next 
meeting  of  the  society,  when  there  shall  be  a  new  choice. 


BY-LAWS. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Society  ojt  the  25d  of  October^ 
1813,  at  the  Exchange  Coffee  House  in  Boston, 
the  following  By-Laws  were  reported  and  ac- 
cepted, viz. 

I.  THE  ballots  for  the  election  of  officers,  and  for  the  ad- 
mission of  members,  shall  be  collected  by  a  committee  chosen  by 
nomination,  who  shall  assort  and  count  the  votes,  and  make  re- 
port to  the  presiding  officer,  and  he  shall  declare  the  result  to 
the  Society. 

II.  Every  member  who  shall  advance  twenty  dollars  to  the 
funds,  shall  be  excused  paying  the  annual  tax  of  two"  dollars. 


III.  Every  new  member  shall  be  notified  of  his  election  by 
a  printed  letter  signed  by  the  Recording  Secretary. 

IV.  The  Secretary  shall  record,  in  a  book  for  tliis  purpose, 
the  name  of  the  members,  and  the  times  of  their  admission. 

V.  All  books  and  other  articles  belonging  to  the  society  shall 
be  appraised,  and  the  price  of  each  article  sliall  be  mentioned  in 
the  catalogue. 

VI.  A  correct  copy  of  the  catalogue  of  books  and  other  ar- 
ticles shall  be  made  out  by  the  librarian  and  cabinet  keeper,  or 
by  a  committee  chosen  by  the  society  for  this  purpose,  which 
copy  shall  be  kept  by  the  president  for  the  time  being.  And,  as 
additions  are  made  to  the  libraiy  and  museum,  they  shall  be  en- 
tered on  the  catalogue  and  on  the  copy  thereof. 

VII.  Every  deed  to  which  the  common  seal  of  the  Society 
is  affixed,  shall  be  passed  and  sealed  in  Council,  signed  by  the 
Pi-esident,  and  attested  by  the  Secretary. 

VIII.  There  shall  be  a  temporai-y  place  of  deposit  in  Bos- 
ton, and  in  such  other  places  as  the  Council  sliall  hereafter  di- 
rect, for  the  convenience  of  those  who  may  he  disposed  to  present 
to  the  Society  any  articles  for  its  librar)'  or  museum.  Eveiy  ar- 
ticle so  deposited,  shall,  as  soon  after  as  circumstances  will  per- 
mit, be  forwarded  to  the  library  and  museum  in  Worcester. 

*:j^*  In  conformity  to  this  article,  a  temporary  place  of  deposit 
is  provided  in  Bos  Toy,  at  N^o.  6,  Marlborough  Street;  where 
any  thing  left  for  the  society  will  he  received,  and  carefully  at- 
tended to,  by  I.  THOMAS,  Jun. 


AT  a  stated  meeting  of  the  Society  holden  in  Boston  at  the  Ex- 
change Coffee  House,  June  2,  181 8. 

VOTED,  that  tlie  Cth  article  of  the  laws  be  so  far  altered,  as 
that  the  Oration  contemplated  therein  to  be  delivered  on  the 
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22cl  of  December,  aonually,  be  delivered  oa  the  23d  day  of 
October,  the  day  on  which  Araerica  was  discovered  by  Colum- 
bus. 


AT  a  meeting  of  the  Society,  at  the  Exchange  Coffee  House,  in 
Boston,  October  23d,  1813. 

VOTED,  that  the  7th  article  of  the  laws  be  so  far  altered,  as 
that  all  nominations  for  members,  shall  hereafter  be  submitted 
to  a  committee  of  three,  for  their  approbation  ;  and,  if  approved 
by  said  committee,  the  names  of  the  candidates,  with  the  names  of 
the  members  who  proposed  said  candidates,  shall  then  be  enter- 
ed in  the  book  of  nominations,  and  the  candidates  may  be  ballot- 
ted  for  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society. 
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LIST    OF    OFFICERS 

AND   OTHER    ME^MBERS   OF   THE 

AMERICAN   ANTIQUARIAN    SOCIETY, 

OCTOBER   2j,     1813. 

[Annual  Meetings  for  the  choice  of  Officers  are  holdcn  in  Bostom  on  the 

2-d  of  December.] 

■♦■ 

OFFICERS /or  the  present  Year,  1813. 
PRESIDENT. 

ISAIAH  THOMAS,  Esq.  of  Woicestei. 

VICE  PRESIDENTS. 

WIIXIAM  D.  PECK,  Piofes.  University  Camb. 
Dr.  WILLIAM  PAINE,  Worcester. 

COUNSELLORS. 

IIou.  TIMOTHY  BIGELOW,  Medford, 
Rev.  Dr.  AARON  BANCROFT,  Worcester, 
EDWARD  BANGS.  Esq.  do. 

GEORGE  GIBBS,  Esq.  Boston. 
REV.  WILLIAM  BENT  LEY,  Salem, 
Dr.  BEDFORD  WEBSTER,  Boston, 
BENJAMIN  RUSSELL,  Esq.      do. 

CORRESPONDING    SECRETARIES. 

Rev.  Dr.  THADDEUS  M.  HARRIS,  Dorchester. 
Rev.  WILLIAM  JENKS,  Profes.  Bowdoin  College. 

TREASURER. 

LEVI  LINCOLN,  Jun.  Esq.  Worcester. 

RECORDING  SECRETARY. 

SAMUEL  M.  BURNSIDE,  Esq.  Worcester. 

ASSISTANT  RECORDING  SECRETARY. 

EBENEZER  T.  ANDREWS,  Boston. 

LIBRARIAN.* 

»  By  a  vote  of  the  Society,   the  Library,   kc.  are  to  remain  with  the 
President  until  a  place  of  deposit  is  provided. 
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MEMBERS. 

Hon.  Levi  Lincolu,  Worcester. 

Rev.  J.  T.  Kirkland,  D.  D.  L.  L.  D.  President  of  Harvard 
Uuiver.  Cambridge, 

Hon.  Harrison  G.  Otis,  Boston, 

Hon.  Kathaniel  Paine,  Worcester, 

Jonatlian  II.  Lyman,  Esq.  Northampton, 

Elijah  H.  jMills,  Esq.  do. 

Eliirha  Hammond,.  Esq.  Brookfield, 

Timothy  Villliams,  Esq.  Boston, 

John  Lowell,  Esq.  do. 

Edmund  Dwight,  Esq.  Springfield, 

Elcazer  James,  Esq.  Baire, 

KoH-  Josiah  Q,uincy,  of  Q,uincy, 

Wiliiam  S.  chaw,  Esq.  Boston, 

Koii.  Francis  Blake,  Worcester, 

William  Wells.  Boston, 

Thomas  Vv^alcutt,  do. 

Isaiah  Thomas,  jun.  do. 

Dr.  David  Hunt,  Northampton, 

Hon.  Oliver  Fiske,  Worcester, 

Rev.  Dr.  Abiel  Holmes,  Cambridge, 

Rev.  Dr.  Jedidiah  Blorse,  Charlestown^ 

Rev.  Samuel  Cary,  Boston, 

Rev.  Dr.  Ebenezer  Fitch,  President  Williams  College, 

Noah  Webster,  Esq.  Amherst, 

lion.  James  Winthrop,  Cambridge, 

Thomas  L.  Winthrop,  Esq.  Boston, 

Samuel  J.  Frescott,  Esq.       do. 

lion.  John  Wheelock,  L.  L.  D.  President  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege, Hanover,  N.  H. 

Hon.  David  Ramsay,  Charleston,  South  Carolina, 

Dr.  John  Greene,  Worcester, 

Frederick  W.  Paine.  Worcester,  now  in  East  Indies, 
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Dr.  James  Hiigh  Mac  Culloch,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

Rev.  Tiiuoihy  Alden,  New  York, 

Jacob  Gourgas,  Esq.  Milton, 

William  Shpkloa,  Esq.  Jamaica,  W.  I. 

Sidney  Wil^aid,  Prof.  University,  Cambriflge, 

Rev.  Joseph  Sumner,  Shrewsbury, 

Rev.  J.  L.  Abbot,  Boston, 

Kaihaniel  G.  Snelling,  do. 

Eoa.  Elias  Ha-iket  Derby,  Charlestown, 

His  ExcePency  William  Jones,  Governor  Rhodeisland, 

William  Goddard,  Esq.  Providence,  R.  I. 

William  V\  iikinssou.  Esq.       do.  R.  I. 

Nathaniel  Maccarty,  Esq.  Worcester, 

Rev.  Dr.  Joseph  liyraao,  Hatfield, 

Rev.  Samuel  Willard,  Deerfield, 

Lewis  Strong,  Esq.  Northampton, 

Rev.  Dr.  Timothy  D wight,  L.  L.  D.  President  Yale  College, 

Connecticut, 
Benjamin  Silliman,  Prof.  Yale  College,  Connecticut, 
Rev.  Dr.  Jesse  Appleton,  President  Bowdoin  College, 
Simon  Elliot,  Esq.  Newtown, 
Aaron  Davis,  Esq.  Roxbury, 
Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Miller,  New  York, 
Hon.  Theophilus  Parsons,  L.  L.  D.  Chief  Justice,  Boston, 
Hon.  William  Wiuthrop,  Esq.  Cambridge, 
Roswell  ShirtliiT,  Prof.  Dartmouth  Col.  N.  H. 
Ebeuezer  Adams,  Esq.  Prof.  Dart.  Col.  N.  H. 
Thomas  L.  Halsey,  Esq.  Pro%-idence,  R.  I. 
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On  motion  of  Samuel  J.  Pi'escott,  Esq. 
VOTED,  unanimously,  that  the  Eighth  Article  of  the  Laws 
of  this  Society  be  amended,  and  stand  as  follows,  vizi 

Article  VHI. 
Each  member,  residing  •within  this  Commonivealth^  shall  nrp- 
aually  pay  to  the  Treasurer  of  said  Society,  at  the  meeting  in 
October^  two  dollars,  towards  a  fund  for  the  necessary  contingent 
expenses  of  the  Societtj  ;  and  any  such  mentber,  who  shall  neg- 
lect to  pay  said  annual  tax,  and  shall  sufier  himself  to  be  in  ar- 
reor  for  three  annual  taxe?,  after  having  been  called  upon  by  the 
Treasurer  in  person,  or  by  written  order,  shall  be  considered  as 
having  abdicated  his  interest  in  the  Society,  and  no  lun'gcr  a 

saember. 

A  true  Copy  from  the  Records, 

At  testy  SAMUEL  M.  BURNSIDE,  Rec.  Sec'y. 
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AT  a  meeting  of  the  Amehican  AvTrquARiAN  Society  at 
the  Exchange  Coifee-House,  in  Boston, October  23, 1815— 

Voted,  That  the  President,  Rev.  Dr.  Bancroft,  and  the 
Hon.  Edward  Bangs,  be  a  Committee  to  express  the  thanks 
of  this  Society  to  Dr.  William  Paine,  for  his  Address  this 
day  delivered,  and  to  request  a  copy  for  publication. 


Worcester,  October  27 y\Q\S. 
Dear  Sir, 

We  the  underwritten,  in  pursuance  of  the  above  vote, 
present  you  the  thanks  of  the  Society,  for  your  appropriate 
and  interesting  Address  delivered  to  them  at  their  last  an- 
nual meeting,  and  request  a  copy  for  the  press. 

With  sentiments  of  esteem  and  respect, 

We  are,  Stc. 


William  Paine,  M,  D. 


ISAIAH  THOMAS, 
AARON  BANCROFT, 
EDWARD  BANGS. 


Gentlemen, 

The  request  of  the  Society,  so  politely  communicat^ed 
through  you,  I  cheerfully  accede  to.  Indeed,  I  do  not  feel 
myself  at  liberty  to  refuse  a  copy  of  my  Address.  Accept  it, 
■with  all  its  imperfections,  as  the  production  of  a  member  sin- 
cerely devoted  to  the  Institution. 

I  am,  with  respect  and  esteem. 

Your  obliged  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  PAINE. 


I.  Thomas,  Esq. 

Rev.  Dr.  Bancroft,  ^Committee. 

Hon.  E.  Banos. 
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ADDRESS. 


AS  the  descendants  of  the  Pilgnms,  ^\^  meet, 
with  pecuHar  propriety,  in  this  house,  dedicated  to 
the  worship  of  God.     The  solemn  prayers  in  which 
we  have  joined,  and  the  impressive  lessons  read  from 
the  Bible,  are  calculated  to  establish  on  our  minds 
a  sense  of  our  religious  duties,  which  will  not,  I 
trust,  be  easily  obliterated.     Besides,  to  excite  our 
feeling-,  the  tomb  of  Johnson  is  near  us.     John- 
son, respectable  for  his  talents,  and  prominent  for  his 
wealth,  was  amongst  the  early  emigrants,  and  was 
justly  esteemed  for  his  piety  and  wisdom.     With 
respect  to  New  England,  he  was  an  enthusiast.    On 
his  death  bed,  he  rejoiced  that  he  had  lived  to  see  a 
church  of  Christ  gathered  in  America.     He  was 
the  idol  of  the  people  ;  for  they  ordered  that  their 
bodies,  as  they  died,  should  be  buried  around  his ; 
and  this  was  the  reason  of  appropriating,  for  a  place 
of  burial,  the  ground  adjoining  this  Chapel,  which 
was  his  domain.     Surely  he  must  have  been  a  man  of 
most  extraordinary  address  and  suavity  of  manners, 
to  have  enabled  him  to  gain,  and  retain  whilst  he 
lived,  the  entire  good  will  of  the  people.     His  wife, 
ihc  lady  Arabella,  was  in  the  dawn  of  Hfe,  with  all 


its  fragrance  round  her,  when  she  left,  says  Purchas, 
a  paradise  of  plenty  and  pleasure,  in  the  family  of 
her  father,  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  and  dared  a  wilder- 
ness of  wants  ;  and,  though  supported  by  great  for- 
titude, she  was  unable  to  resist  their  pressure,  or 
surmount  the  difficulties  she  was  surrounded  with, 
and  died  at  Salem,  soon  after  her  arrival.  What 
feelings,  what  reflections,  does  this  object  tend  to 
excite  !  I  could  wish  to  retain  all  the  sensations  I 
now  experience,  and  to  treasure  up,  amidst  these 
sceties,  something  of  that  melancholy  feeling  which 
enchants  me  !     Yes,  I  love  to  retire  back  to  past 


ages. 


This  is  our  third  anniversar}^  It  is  vmnecessa- 
ry — it  would  be  superfluous — at  this  time,  to  give 
the  origin,  and  recapitulate  the  objects  of  this  Soci- 
ety. They  were  declared  in  the  Preamble  to  the 
Act  of  Incorporation  ;  they  have  been  fully  stated 
in  the  luminous  Communication  of  our  President, 
and  clearly  and  ably  detailed  in  the  first  and  second 
Address  delivered  before  you.  This  ground  has 
been  already  gleaned,  and  I  find  it  difficult  to  gath- 
er a  straw  for  my  sheaf.  But  with  satisfaction  I 
irni  able  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  general  suc- 
cess of  the  Institution,  Since  our  last  meeting,  we 
requested,  and  have  obtained,  from  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  and  from  the  Government  of 
this  Cominomvealth,  copies  of  their  Journals  and 
Publick  Documents,  which  have  been  received  by 
our  President,  for  the  use  of  the  Society.  Their 
ready  compliance  is  peculiarly  gratifying,  and  in- 
duces us  to  cherish  the  expectation  that  \ve  sliall 
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be  deemed  worthy  of  their  future  patronage.  Wc 
have  likewise  had  n^any  respeetable  names  added 
to  the  column  of  our  members ;  many  books  to  our 
Library,  and  articles  to  our  Museum.  The  pres- 
ent state  of  tlic  Institution  may  satisfy  its  members, 
that  it  is  permanently  established ;  that  it  is  des- 
tined to  be  useful,  and  will  have  the  countenance, 
of  the  genuine  lovers  of  history  and  literature. 
Tho  onlv  check  to  the  rapid  success  of  the  Society, 
is  our  poverty.  We  want  a  house,  and  a  perma- 
nent fund  for  the  support  of  our  Librarian  and  Cab- 
inet Keeper.  How  to  obtain  that  house  and  this 
fund,  I  know  not, 

I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that  tlie 
American  Antiquarian  Society  is  founded  on  the 
most  liberal  principles — is  of  no  sect  or  party- 
has  no  local  views — it  embraces  the  continent.  It 
solicits,  and  would  gratefully  receive,  communica- 
tions from  every  part  of  the  world,  which  have  a 
tendency  to  elucidate  the  events  of  past  ages,  or  ex- 
cite a  spirit  of  reseaixh  for  information  which  would 
be  conducive  to  the  happiness  of  the  present  or 
subsequent  age.  It  is  to  be  wished,  that  every 
member  of  this  Society  would  endeavour,  by  the 
most  active  exertions,  to  add  something  to  the 
common  stock  of  antiquarian  literature ;  and  mav 
we,  my  respectable  associates,  never  lose  sight  of 
the  truly  valuable  purposes  of  our  institution.  I 
wish,  partic^ilarly,  to  urge  tlie  propriety,  nay,  the 
necessity,  of  procuring  and  preserving  every  antient 
manuscript  and  book  of  importance.  And  for  this, 
reason — that  no- one  thing  can  so  faithfully  paint 


the  state  of  society,  as  such  documents  ;  for  the  dia- 
lect and  orthography  of  languages  are  continually 
fluctuating. 

Having  made  these  introductory  remarks,  you 
will  have  the  goodness  to  indulge  me  in  an  address, 
diffusive,  but  not  foreign  to  the  objects  of  the 
Society. 

I  presume  not  to  instruct,  but  I  wish  to  remind 
you,  in  a  summary  manner,  of  the  state  of  Europe  at 
the  discovery  of  America  by  Columbus;  to  point 
out  the  pleasures  and  advantages  which  result  from 
the  study  of  history  ;  and  notice  the  first  European 
colony  in  New- England. 

It  has  been  observed  by  the  historians  of  the  fif- 
teenth century,  that,  during  that  period,  mankind 
made  greater  progress  in  exploring  the  state  of  the 
habitable  world,  than  in  all  the  ages  which  had  then 
elapsed.  At  this  time,  the  revival  of  letters,  the 
reformation  in  religion,  and  the  revolution  in  the 
modes  of  learning  and  philosophy,  gave  mankind  a 
higher  sense  of  their  importance.  In  almost  every 
part  of  Europe,  efforts  were  then  making  for  the 
establishment  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  Cir- 
cumstances like  these,  taking  place  at  that  period, 
concurred  to  render  the  discovery  of  America  an 
illustrious  epoch  in  the  history  of  the  world.  Dur- 
ing the  last  seven  years  of  that  century,  a  New 
World  was  discovered  in  the  West.  In  the  East, 
unknown  seas  and  countries  were  found  out,  and  a 
communication,  long  desired,  but  hitherto  con- 
cealed, was  opened,  by  doubling  the  Cape  of  Good 


Hope  between  Europe  and  India.  In  comparison 
with  events  so  wonderful  and  unexpected,  all  that 
had  been  before  deemed  great  or  splendid,  faded 
and  disappeared.  This  discovery  awakened  curi- 
osity, and  enlarged  the  ideas  and  desires  of  men. 
Vast  objects  now  presented  themselves.  The  hu- 
man mind,  excited  and  interested  by  the  prospect, 
engaged  with  ardour  in  pursuit  of  them,  and  ex- 
erted its  active  powers  in  a  new  direction;  the 
spirit  of  enterprize  began  to  operate  extensively, 
and  many  were  ready  to  test  the  truth  of  a  probable 
theory  by  the  most  dauntless  experiments. 

By  the  universal  consent  of  nations,  this  new 
quarter  of  the  world  has  been  called  America.  The 
bold  pretensions  of  a  fortunate  impostor  robbed 
Columbus  of  a  distinction  that  belonged  to  him. 
The  name  of  Amerigo  has  supplanted  that  of  Co- 
lumbus. It  is  now  too  late  to  redress  this  act  of 
injustice — it  has  received  the  sanction  of  Time. 

It  is  a  very  singular  fact,  that  the  three  great  Eu- 
ropean powers  which  formerly  possessed  almost  all 
the  New  World,  v/ere  indebted  for  the  discovery 
of  their  American  possessions  to  Italians  : — Spain 
to  Columbus,  aGenoese;  France  to  Verazzano, 
a  Florentine  ;  England  to  the  Cabots,  Venetians. 
The  Italians  at  that  period,  in  point  of  maritime 
knowledge  and  extensive  experience  in  navigation, 
were  unquestionably  very  superiour  to  the  rest  of 
Europe.  Of  the  descendants  of  Columbus  and 
Verazzano  I  am  ignorant;  but  the  name  of 
Cabot  is  still  heard  amongst  us.  To  me,  it  was 
ever  dear!   and  one  of  his  descendants  still  exists, 
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who  has  been  as  active  in  saving,  as  his  ancestors 
were  in  discovering  a  country. 

The  character  of  Columbus  has  been  handed 
down  to  us  in  a  manner  well  calculated  to  arrest 
our  attention,  and  excite  our  admiration.  Few 
men  have  distinguished  themselves  by  greater  ar- 
dour and  perseverance.  Possessed  of  a  vigorous 
mind,  he  was  indefatigable  in  his  pursuits.  His 
life  has  frequently  been  written  ;  yet  I  have  thought 
the  following  concise  biographical  notice  of  him 
not  out  of  place. 

He  is  represented  as  grave,  though  courteous  in 
his  deportment,  circumspect  in  his  words  and  ac- 
tions, irreproachable  in  his  morals,  and  exemplary 
in  his  attention  to  all  the  duties  and  functions  of 
religion.     He  joined  to  the  ardent  temper  and  in- 
ventive genius  of  a  projector,  virtues  of  another 
species,  which  are  rarely  united  with  them.     He 
possessed  a  thorough  knowledge  of  mankind,  an  in- 
sinuating address,  a  patient  perseverance  in  execut- 
ing any  plan,  the  most  perfect  government  of  his 
own  passions,  and  a  talent  of  acquiring  ascendancy 
over  other  men.     All  these  qualities,  which  formed 
him  for  command,  were  accompanied  with  that  su- 
periour  knowledge  of  his  profession,  which  begets 
confidence  in  times  of  danger  and  difficulty.     After 
much  thought  and  great  study,  he  matured  his 
plan,  which  resulted  from  diligent  inquiry  and  pa- 
tient comparison  ;   and  being  well  convinced  of  its 
practicability,  his  enthusiasm  was  not  to  be  cooled 
by  delay,  or  damped  by  disappointment.     Any  man 
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of  less  ardour  would  have  abandoned  his  plan  ;   fof 
his  discouragements  were  various  and  repeated. 

But  tlie  brave  and  virtuous  conquer  difficulties 
by  daring  to  oppose  them  ;    and  nature  seems  to 
have  given  him  that  elasticity  of  mind  which  rises? 
higher  at  the   rebound.     Twenty    years   was   this 
great  man  employed  in  preparing  for  this  voyage, 
which  he  completed  in  thirty  six  days,  without  any 
extraordinary  circumstance  intervening,  excepting 
that  the  variation  of  the  magnetick  needle  was,  ta 
their  great  surprize,   noticed.     In  all  probability, 
w^e  are  indebted,  for  the  discovery  of  America  at 
that  period,  to  the  firmness  of  Isabella,  Queen  of 
Spain,  in  the  support  of  Columbus.     Whilst  she 
lived,  Columbus  had  a  friend  who  was  ever  ready 
to  throw  her  shield  before  him  for  his  protection, 
and  which  she  was  frequently  obliged  to  do.     On 
this  illustrious  woman  the  Spanish  historians  delight 
to  bestow  the  highest  encomiums.     They  represent 
her  no  less  eminent  for  virtue  than  wisdom  ;   and 
whether  she  is  considered  as  a  Queen,   wife,  or 
mother,   she  is  still  entitled  to  the  highest  praise. — 
It  is  painful  to  reflect  on  the  subsequent  misfor- 
tunes of  Columbus.     His  elevation  to  high  rank, 
and  the  hereditary  honours  which  he  obtained  from 
the  court  of  Spain,  excited  envy,  and  created  ene- 
mies, which  laid  him  in  chains,    and   embittered 
the  last  moments  of  his  life. — ^It  is  not  rank,  it  is 
character  alone,  that  interests  posterity ;   and  the 
name  of  Columbus  will  command  the  admiration 
•f  ages,  and  probably  oudive  the  power  of  the  king- 
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dom  that  he  aggrandized  by  his  discoveries.  Over 
his  name  oblivion  will  never  throw  her  mantle.-— 
Peace  to  his  manes  ! 

As  there  is  no  pursuit  more  delightful  than  the 
study  of  history,  so  there  is  no  history  so  necessary 
and  useful  as  that  of  our  own  country,  which  may 
be  accurately  traced,  from  its  first  discoveiT  to  this 
day,  and  w^hatever  relates  to  it  may  be  ascertained 
by  the  most  authentick  documents.     Not  so  the 
history  of  ancient  nations,  which  is  so  much  in- 
volved in  fable,  that  its  study  yields  to  the  inquiring 
mind  but  little  satisfaction.     Its  pages  are  read,  but 
jead  rather  to  gratify  curiosity,,  than  to  gain  in- 
struction.    Indeed,  we  meet  with  such  extraordi- 
nary events  in  the  amials  of  mankind,  as  make  us 
frequently  doubt  the  most  authentick  history.     In 
opposition  to  the  above  remark,  I  must  except  the 
history  of  the  Jews.     With  respect  to  the  writings- 
of  the  Jews,  Wakefield  observes,  that  it  is  altogether  « 
undeniable,  and  it  is  a  truth  of  the  utmost  weight 
and  magnitude,  tliat  our  accumulated  discoveries 
in  science  and  philosophy,  and  all  our  progress  in 
other  parts  of  knowledge,  have  not  enabled  the  wisest 
of  the  moderns  to  excel  the  noble  sentiments  con- 
veyed in  the  didacticks  and  the  decretional  com- 
positions   of   the   Old   Testament — compositions, 
many  of  which  existed,  without  dispute,  before  the 
earliest  WTitings  of  heathen  antiquity,  and  at  a  period,, 
when  even  those  illustrious  instructers  of  mankind, 
the  Greeks  and  the  Romans,-  were  barbai'ous  and 
unknown.     I  confess,  it  would  gratify  me  much,  to 
be  informed  in  what  manner  the  contemners  of  the 
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icws  and  of  the  Mosaick  system  account  for  tliis 
singular  phenomenon. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Iiistorians  and  travellers 
have  not  taken  the  hero  of  Homer  as  their  model. 
His  advice  to  Ulysses,  at  the  opening  of  the  Odys- 
sey, treasured  up  and  attended  to,  would  give  au- 
thenticity to  their  narrations. 

"  WanJ'ring  from  dims  to  clime,  ol)servant  stray'd, 
<'  Their  manners  noted,  and  their  states  survcy'd." 

Effectively,  nothing  is  more  instructive  than  hls- 
tor}',  if  written  with  useful  views,  Avith  good  sense, 
and  mixed  with  moral  reflections  given  in  few 
words,  and  rising  naturally  from  facts. 

In  all  ages,  mankind  have  had  a  great  e:iteern  and 
veneration  for  antiq-uity.     No  object  operates  more 
powerfully  on  that  curiosity  wliich  is  the  great  ex- 
citement to  knowledge,  than  antiquities  of  every 
species.     If  some  have  followed  this  study  with  too 
much  minuteness,  or,  impelled  by  an  enthusiasm 
naturally  growing  out  of  a  favourite  pursuit,  have 
rated  antiquities  above  their  just  value,  their  weak- 
ness cannot  attaint  the  good  sense  of  odiers,  nor 
derogate  from  the  advantage  of  liberal  and  rational 
inquiries.     By  the   study  of  antiquity,   history  is 
frequently   explained,    and    sometimes    corrected. 
Facts  and  manners  are  rendered  more  distinct,  and 
their  impressions  become  infinitely   stronger  and 
more  lasting.     Yet  we  must  consider  Antiquarian- 
ism  as  the  younger  sister  of  History,  less  sedate  and 
more  fanciful,  and  ant  to  be  enamoured  of  the  face 
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of  Time,  by  looking  so  frequently  upon  it.     Bat 
let  not  that  be  the  conduct  of  her  more  sober  disci- 
ples.    Let  not  the  sensible  antiquary  disgrace  him- 
self and  his  profession,  by  admiring  greatly,  and 
applauding  fondly,  what  is  only  antient.     The  pen- 
cil of  age  may  justly  be  allowed  to  throw  a  shade  of 
respectability,  and  to  diffuse  an  air  of  venerableness 
over  the  productions  of  very  antient  art.     And  we 
may  appeal  to  the  native  feelings  of  every  intelli- 
gent beholder  for  the  truth  of  this   observation. 
But  this  is  all  that  can  be  allowed  to  the  mere  in- 
fluence of  time  ;   and  the  antiquary  that  once  over- 
steps this  reasonable  limit,  sacrifices  the  dignity  of 
sentiment  to   the   dreams   of  antiquarianism,   and 
gives  up  the  realities  of  history  to  the  ftible  of  im- 
agination.    But  we  ought  not,  from  the  abuse  of  a 
science,  to  be  induced  to  neglect  its  application  to  ra- 
tional and  useful  purposes ;  and  that  such  puq^oses 
may  be  accomplished  by  the  study  of  antiquities,  is 
sufficiently   evinced  by  the   valuable    information 
which  has  been  drawn  from  this  source,  respecting 
the  history,  laws,  religidi,  manners  and  literature 
of  a  great  number  of  antient  nations.     This  study 
includes  a  vast  variety  of  important  particular-s,  too 
numerous  to  be  mentioned  on  this  occasion ;   al- 
though it  is  to  be  regretted,  that  cin  many  branches 
of  inquiry  which  come  within  the  province  of  the 
antiquary,  he  must  content  himself  with  conjecture 
and  hypothesis,  instead  of  the  certain  testimony  of 
fact.     Competent    and  credible    evidence    ought,^ 
therefore,  to  be  insisted  on  by  every  student  of  an- 
tiquity, and  his  vigilance  against  deception  should 
be  constant  and  unremitted. 
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The  study  of  antiquity  will  ever  rank  amongst  the 
higher  pleasures  of  human  life,  and  its  real  votaries 
amongst  the  most  happy  of  intellectual  beings. 
Fortunately,  this  is  one  of  those  few  pursuits,  in 
which  delight  and  instruction  are  most  happily 
united.  No  study  affords  a  more  ample  store  of 
varied  information  and  liberal  knowledge  ;  and  its 
resources  may  be  said  with  propriety  to  be  inex- 
haustible. The  interesting  objects  which  open  to 
the  view  of  the  antiquary,  replenish  his  mind  with 
new^  ideas ;  and  such  pursuits  make  life  pass  as 
pleasantly  as  the  uncertainty  of  human  events  al- 
lows to  man.  In  tracing  the  productions  of  nature, 
and  the  origin  and  refinement  of  art,  the  antiquary 
enjoys  the  highest  pleasure,  and  is  never  wearied  in 
exploring  the  "  daijs  of  other  yearsy''  over  which 
fancy  delights  to  hover.  Who  can  possess  the  fac- 
ulty of  thinking,  and  not  wish  to  know  the  origin 
and  the  end  of  this  ^vorId  ? 

Permit  me  to  notice  our  ancestors.  Persecuted 
at  home,  they  sought  and  obtained  protection  in  the 
United  Provinces.  Yet  the  love  of  country  was  so 
strong,  that  they  preferred  being  under  the  govern- 
ment of  England  ;  and,  therefore,  those  of  therri 
who  did  not  emigrate  to  this  country,  returned  to 
Plymouth,  one  hundred  and  twenty  eight  years 
after  the  discovery  of  America.  When  wc  speak 
of  our  ancestors,  we  need  not  blush.  Indeed,  I 
f;eel  an  honest  pride  in  thinking  of  them.  Many  of 
them  were  respectable  in  point  of  property,  many 
well  educated,  indeed  learned,  and  all  of  them  pious 
and  exemplar} .     At  the  time  of  the  emigration  of 
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our  forefathei's,  bigotry  and  blind  zeal  prevailed 
amongst  Christians  of  every  sect  and  persuasion. 
Each  denied  to  the  other  liberty  of  conscience, 
which  all  had  a  right  to  enjoy.  To  tliis  we  must 
ascribe  tlie  settlement  and  the  present  flourishing 
state  of  New  England.  That  our  ancestors  were 
superstitious,  I  can  easily  believe ;  but  that  they, 
after  having  so  severely  suffered  under  persecution, 
should  themselves  become  vindictive  and  zealous 
persecutors  of  the  Quakers  and  other  sectaries,  can 
scarcely  be  credited.  Yet  such  was  the  fact,  and 
so  says  the  record.  This  example  teaches  us  how 
far  a  religious  zeal,  which  covers  the  greatest  crimes 
with  the  sacred  name  of  divinity,  is  capable  of  mis- 
leading the  mind  of  man.  There  is  an  observation 
of  the  justly  celebrated  author  of  the  'Spirit  of 
Laws,'  which  is  very  applicable  to  our  ancestors. 
He  says,  "  It  is  a  principle,  that  every  religion 
which  is  persecuted,  becomes  itself  persecuting; 
for  as  soon  as,  by  some  accidental  turn,  it  arises 
from  persecution,  it  attacks  the  religion  which  per- 
secuted it."*  Of  the  truth  of  the  above  observa- 
tion the  page  of  history  furnishes  many  melancholy 
proofs.  But,  who  is  perfect  ?  Man  is  invariably 
the  same,  although  his  genius  and  faculties  are  di- 
versified with  infinite  shades.  The  same  passions 
now  actuate  him,  by  which  he  has  been  distinguish- 
ed from  his  creation,  and  these  passions  are  com- 

*  I  was  reminded,  since  the  delivery  of  this  Address,  by  a 
distinguished  antiquary,  that  William  Penn  and  Roger 
Williams  ought  to  be  considered  as  exceptions  to  this  re- 
8nark«  t- 
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mon  to  him,  in  all  stages  of  society.  They  have 
caused  the  human  heart  to  throb  alike,  under  the  steel 
corselet  of  the  fifteenth  century,  the  brocaded  coat 
of  the  eighteenth,  and  the  lighter  habiliments  of  the 
present  day.  The  only  essential  difference  between 
the  antient  and  the  modern  man  is,  that  education, 
and  the  benign  influence  of  the  Christian  religion, 
have  enabled  the  latter  more  effectually  to  discipline 
his  passions ;  and  individuals  at  this  time  feel  them- 
selves in  a  higher  degree  responsible  to  society 
than  formerly,  for  their  orderly  behaviour.  Ex- 
cuse this  digression.  I  now  return  to  notice  our 
ancestors. 

The  hand  of  God  seems  to  have  been  most  won- 
derfully displayed,  in  preparing  the  way  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  an  European  colony  in  this  part  of 
North  America.  At  the  time  our  English  ances- 
tors arrived,  the  Indian  tribes  on  the  seacoast  had 
been  greatly  thinned  by  a  fatal  epidemick,  and  the 
fierce  spirit  of  the  survivors  seems  to  have  been  re. 
strained  by  its  pestilential  influence  on  the  animal 
system.  From  this  cause,  the  new  colony  in  a  less 
degree  awakened  the  jealousy  of  the  original  inhab- 
itants. The  settlement,  no  doubt,  was  facilitated 
in  consequence  of  this  destructive  sickness ;  for  it  is 
ceitain  no  opposition  was  made  to  the  landing  of 
the  Pilgrims  from  Holland.  On  the  contrary,  the 
Indians  readily  reciprocated  the  friendly  oflfers  made 
them  by  the  white  men.  They  imparted  to  them 
the  knowledge  they  possessed  in  the  culture  of 
their  corn,  and  the  simple  means  they  used  to  sus- 
tain life  ;   gave  them  a  part  of  their  scanty  allow- 
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ance  of  provisions  ;  bartered  with  them  furs  for 
their  European  goods  ;  and  sold  them  lands  for  a 
possession.  Had  a  single  tribe  viewed,  at  first, 
their  European  visitors  as  invaders  of  their  countrj'-, 
and  entertained  jealousies  of  their  increasing  num- 
bers, influence  and  power,  they  might,  and  proba- 
bly would,  have  exterminated  them  on  their  first 
landing.  But  jealousies  of  this  nature  did  not  pre- 
vail amongst  the  Indians  in  any  very  dangerous 
form,  until  the  colony  had  gained  strength,  and 
were  able  to  divert  the  machinations,  or  repel  the 
efforts  of  the  savages  for  their  destruction.  And 
when  a  confederac}'  of  the  Indian  tribes  was  formed, 
which  appeared  to  threaten  the  very  existence  of 
the  infant  colony,  the  arm  of  God  was  their  shield. 
At  the  expense  of  many  lives,  they  broke  the  plans 
of  their  enemy,  defeated  them  in  their  most  secure 
haunts,  and  drove  those  that  escaped  the  slaughter 
of  the  battle,  spiritless  from  the  land  of  their  fath- 
ers. Their  persons  now  appear  not,  their  names 
are  not  spoken  in  the  land  which  they  once  claimed 
as  their  inheritance,  and  probably  no  individual  can 
now  be  found  who  imderstands  the  Indian  idiom, 
in  which  our  apostle  Eliot  translated  the  Bible. 
Yet  few,  very  few,  says  Charlevoix,  comparatively 
speaking,  perished  by  war  ;  but  they  have  wasted, 
they  have  mouldered  away,  they  have  disappeared. 

"Whilst  the  retrospection  of  the  interesting  events 
which  took  place  amongst  the  early  settlers  of  this 
country,  teaches  us  to  look  with  veneration  on  the 
wonders  which  God  did  for  their  protection,  we 
must  commiserate  the  suftcrings,  and  the  extinc- 
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tion  almost,  of  the  Indian  nations  through  an  im- 
mense extent  of  country.  It  is  true  these  nations 
were  savages  ;  they  were  destitute  of  industry  and 
providence  ;  but  they  were  patient  under  the  se- 
verest privations,  and  bore,  occasionally,  with  forti- 
tude the  greatest  fatigue.  They  possessed  not  the 
comforts  of  improved  society  ;  at  the  same  time, 
the  evils  of  luxury  and  habitual  intemperance  were 
unknown  to  them.  To  quarrels  respecting  prop- 
erty, they  were  strangers.  The  God  of  Nature 
had  stocked  the  forest  with  animals,  and  filled  the 
lakes  and  streams  with  fish  ;  these  were  the  prop- 
erty of  all.  Upon  the  banks  of  rivers,  and  on  the 
shores  of  the  sea,  they  erected  their  temporary  shel- 
ters, and  partook  of  the  blessing  of  the  Parent  of 
Nature.  They  were  content  with  their  mode  of 
life  ;  they  coveted  no  better.  They  were  ignorant 
of  many  of  the  sublime  doctrines  of  religion  ;  but 
tliey  had  some  apprehension  of  the  Great  Spirit, 
and  they  paid  their  adoration  to  him,  by  such  sacri- 
fices as  they  thought  would  be  acceptable.  Their 
passions  were  not  disciplined  by  the  precepts  of  re- 
ligion, nor  regulated  by  the  laws  of  a  well  ordered 
society.  An  enemy  they  condemned  to  torture  ; 
with  a  friend  and  a  stranger,  they  "were  ready  to  di- 
vide their  last  morsel.  Such  was  the  race  of  men 
that  inhabited  this  land,  when  it  was  discovered  by 
the  European  adventurers  ;  and  in  them  v/e  have  a 
perfect  picture  of  savage  life.  The  chai"acter  of  the 
Indians  seems  to  have  been  well  understood  by  our 
ancestors,  who  noticed  that  they  possessed  ex- 
traordinary valour,  but  without  conduct ;   and  the 
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love  of  freedom,  without  the  spirit  of  union.     They 
knew  not  the  modes  and  habits  that  prevailed  in  the 
Old  World,  and  they  did  not  generally  foresee  the 
consequence   of   the    settlement  of   white   people 
amongst  them.     Instead,  therefore,  of  uniting  to 
repel  or  destroy  the  new  colony,  they  rather  aided, 
as    we    have    seen,    their    settlement.     But    one 
amongst    them   arose,    who   had  discernment    to 
comprehend    the    interest   of   his    nation,  and  to 
predict  danger  from  the  permanent  establishment 
of  foreigners.     Perhaps  those  who  handed  down  to 
us  the  history  of  King  Philip's  War,  bore  a  part  in 
its  terrours,  its  dangers,  or  losses;   every  thing, 
therefore,  which  reaches  us  respecting  him,  passes 
through  the  medium  of  prejudice.     But  could  we 
survey  the  actions  of  King  Philip  with  the  eye  of 
impartiality,  his  character  would  excite  our  venera- 
tion, and  his  misfortunes  call  forth  our  commisera- 
tion.    Philip,  with  the  penetration  of  a  statesman, 
saw  the  fatal  policy  of  one  individual  tribe  inviting 
the  aid  of  the  white  men  to  conquer  another,  and 
predicted  the  successive  ruin  of  the  whole.     With 
the  feelings  of  a  jxitriot,  he  adopted  measures  to 
drive  from  his  country  the  common  enemy ;    and 
wath  the  resolution  of  a  hero,  he  attempted  their  ex- 
ecution.    By  his  lively  representations,  he  formed 
distant  and  unfriendly  tribes  into  an  alliance,  and 
made  them    parties   in  a  war    of   extermination. 
Bloody,  and  for  a  long  time  doubtful,  was  the  con- 
test which  ensued  ;    but  the  whites  ultimately  pre- 
vailed.    The  patriot  and  the  hero  fell,  and  whh 
him  expired  the  hope  of  his  country.— Thus,  wliiist 
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we  are  filled  with  admiration  at  the  rapid  growth  of 
our  countr}'  and  the  many  improvements  of  our 
people,  we  cannot  but  mourn  at  the  recollection 
that  these  are  founded  upon  the  ruin  of  another, 
which  had  a  prior  and  a  more  natural  right  to  the 
soil. 

May  the  blessing  of  God  descend,  and  rest  upon 
the  Indian  nations  which  yet  exist  within  the  limits 
of  the  United  States  !  May  he  succeed  the  lauda- 
ble attempts  which  are  made  to  bring  them  within 
the  pale  of  civilized  life,  and  give  them  the  comforts 
of  improved  society.  May  their  minds  be  imbued 
with  the  mild  and  peaceable  spirit  of  the  Gospel ; 
and,  under  the  influence  of  Christianity,  may  their 
hearts  be  softened  and  purified. 

The  zeal  and  courage  by  which  our  ancestors 
were  animated,  and  the  constancy  with  which  they 
pursued  their  plan  of  emigrating  to  America,   that 
they  might  here  enjoy  liberty  of  conscience  and  the 
blessing  of  freemen,  is  truly  wonderful.     And  it  is 
impossible,  when  we  reflect,  not  to  applaud  the  res- 
olution with  which  it  was  executed.     Represent  to 
your  imagination  the  feelings  of  those  individuals, 
who  were  struggling  with  the  affection  \^'hich  they 
JDore  to  their  friends  and  their  native  country,  and 
with  the  desire  to  remove  to  far  distant  shores,  that 
in  solitude   they  might  enjoy   religious  freedom, 
which  was  so  unjustifiably  denied  them  at  home. 
Bound  by  a  thousand  ties  to  the  spot  in  which  they 
first  drew  their  breath,  attached  to  the  place  of  their 
residence  by  the  endearing  connexions  of  relations 
and  friends,  by  worldly  case  and  competency,  how 
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strong  must  have  been  the  motives  which  could 
have  overpowered  these  affections — how  urgent  the 
causes  which  prevailed  on  the  minds  of  these  fami- 
lies, and  induced  them  to  break  asunder  their  ties, 
to  embark  on  an  almost  untried  ocean,  and  to  settle 
in  a  wilderness,  where  they  were  exposed  to  the 
fierceness  of  savage  tribes,  the  rage  of  wild  beasts, 
and  the  innumerable  hardships  of  a  new  world ! 
In  all  these  trying  scenes,  our  fathers  trusted  in 
Go  D  !  His  arm  protected  them  amidst  the  perils  of 
the  ocean  and  the  hazards  of  the  wilderness. 

The  hardships  and  sufferings  of  the  first  settlers 
proved  fatal  to  many  of  the  Plymouth  band  ;  yet 
the  survivors  were  strengthened  by  the  arrival  of 
new  settlers.  As  the  same  cause  which  led  to  em- 
igration continued  to  operate  in  England,  fresh 
numbers  were  arriving  every  year,  and  multitudes, 
driven  by  oppression,  found  safety  and  protection 
in  America. 

Soon  after,  Massachusetts,  and  various  other  col- 
onies, were  established.  The  foundation  of  the  col- 
ony of  Massachusetts  was  laid  in  the  year  1628. 
From  that  period  to  1637,  twenty  one  thousand 
two  hundred  men,  women  and  children  arrived  as 
passengers  in  New  England.  In  all  probability, 
the  population  would  have  been  greater,  if  the  En- 
glish government  had  not  interposed  its  authority 
to  prevent  further  emigration.  *'  The  wilderness 
and  solitary  places  were  made  glad  for  them,  and 
the  desert  blossomed  as  a  rose."  *'  A  litde  one  has 
become  a  thousand,  a  small  one  a  great  Nation." 
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In  the  year  1745,  a  remarkable  interposition  of 
Providence  took  place  in  favour  of  our  country  ;  a 
year  in  which  the  military  spirit  of  New  England 
was  most  successfully  displayed,  by  the  conquest  of 
Louisbourgh,  in  conjunction  with  a  fleet  of  British 
ships.  England  and  France  being  at  war,  the  Gen- 
eral Court  of  Massachusetts,  by  a  majority  of  one 
vote,  resolved  to  attempt  its  conquest.  Louis- 
bourgh was  a  strong  town  on  the  Island  of  Cape 
Breton,  which  the  French  had  been  more  thaa 
twenty  years  fortifying ;  and  it  had  cost  the  crown 
of  France  more  tlian  six  millions  of  dollars.  This 
fortress,  for  its  strength,  was  called  the  Gibraltar  of 
America  ;  in  six  weeks  it  surrendered  to  the  forces 
of  New  England.  When  the  troops  entered  the 
town,  and  examined  its  strength,  they  were  sur- 
prized at  their  own  prowess  ;  and  the  inhabitants  of 
our  country  with  grateful  hearts  acknowledged  the 
good  providence  of  God,  in  the  preservation  of 
their  army  and  the  wonderful  success  of  their  arms. 
Sir  William  Peppereil,  who  was  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  says,  in  his  letter  to  Governour 
Shirley,  "The  Almighty  of  a  truth  has  been 
with  us." 

It  has  been  generally  considered,  that  the  jealousy 
of  the  parent  state  was  excited  by  this  brilliant 
achievement. 

The  French  government,  after  the  capture  of 
Louisbourgh,  became  greatly  alarmed  for  their  col- 
onies which  bordered  on  New  England.  There- 
fore, in  the  next  year,  1746,  they  fitted  out  a  most 
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formidable  -armament,  consisting  of  twenty  ships 
of  war,  and  more  than  100  transports,  filled,  it  is  re- 
ported, with  10,000  disciplined  troops,  with  a  pro- 
fusion of  every  kind  of  military  store.     The  con- 
quest of  New  England  was  the  open  and  avowed 
object  of  this  expedition.     When  the  news  arrived 
that  this  armament  was  approaching  our  coast,  and 
that  a  British  force  for  our  protection  was  not  ex- 
pected, fear  and  consternation  pervaded  our  land. 
The  country  possessed  not  adequate  means  of  de- 
fence against  the  assault  of  such  a  force.     In  this 
case  the  protecting  hand  of  God  saved  them.     Ere 
the  enemy  reached  the  American  seas,  the  French 
fleet  was  visited  by  a  fatal  sickness.     Thousands  of 
their  men  died,  and  the  survivors  became  weak  and 
spiritless.     In  this  enfeebled  state,  the  armament 
was  overtaken  by  a  most  violent  storm,  and  in  the 
tempest  was  dispersed,  and  in  consequence  the  ex- 
pedition was  totally  defeated.     The  commander  in 
chief  died  through  vexation,  or  by  poison  adminis- 
tered by  his  own  hand,  and  the  second  in  command 
threw  himself  on  his  sword.     In  a  shattered  and 
dispersed  condition  the  remaining  armament  re- 
turned to  the  French  ports,  and  the  English  colo- 
nies were  relieved  from  their  apprehensions. 

Never,  observes  the  late  Dr.  Belknap,  never  was 
the  hand  of  Providence  more  visible,  than  on  this 
occasion.  Never  was  a  disappointment  more  se- 
vere on  the  side  of  an  enemy,  or  a  deliverance  more 
complete  without  human  aid,  in  favour  of  any  coun- 
try. Need  I  recount  the  favour  of  God  to  our 
country  in  their  subsequent    conflicts    with    the 
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French  and  Indian  nations  ?     These  are  more  than 
can  be  numbered. 

Less  necessary  is  it  to  place  before  you  the  many 
signal  favours  during  the  revolutionary  war  with 
Great  Britain.  Baffled  and  discouraged  in  her 
scheme  of  subjugation,  she  profiered,  and  we  ac- 
cepted, the  rich  blessings  of  peace  on  the  basis  of 
national  independence.  You  well  remember,  or  your 
fathers  have  told  you  of  the  names,  the  trials,  and  the 
sufferings  of  those  days,  and  the  joys,  the  congratu- 
lations, and  the  devout  gratitude,  with  which  peace 
was  received.  The  Lord  of  Hosts,  who  has  so  oft- 
en appeared  for  the  salvation  of  our  country,  lives, 
and  is  the  same  to-day,  yesterday,  and  forever. 
The  superintendence  which  he  exerted  over  our 
fathers,  is  extended  to  us.  Let  us  be  attentive  to 
the  duties  required  of  us,  and  then  may  we  expect 
his  protection.  Let  us  call  into  remembrance,  fre- 
quently, past  times  and  events.  Let  us  study  the 
character  of  our  American  ancestors,  and  we  shall 
find,  that  piety  and  patriotism,  righteousness  and 
sobriety,  were  the  peculiar  qualifications  which 
rerKlered  them  the  object  of  divine  favour  and  pro- 
tection. 

"  Remember  tlie  days  of  old  ;  consider  the  years 
of  many  generations  ;  ask  thy  father,  and  he  will 
shew  thee  ;    thy  elders,  and  they  will  tell  thee." 

*'  Though  thy  beginning  was  small,  thy  latter 
end  should  greatly  increase." 

"  For  inquire,  I  pray  thee,  of  the  former  age,  and 
prepare  thyself  to  the  search  of  their  fathers." 
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"  For  we  are  but  of  yesterday,  and  know  noth- 
ing, because  our  days  upon  earth  are  a  shadow." 

"  Shall  not  they  teach  thee,  and  tell  thee,  and  ut- 
ter words  out  of  their  heart  ?" 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jnfient  and  Honourable 
Artillery  Company  /* 

AS  an  individual,  (and  I  am  positive  I  speak  the 
sentiments  of  the  Society)  I  am  very  much  gratified 
by  the  honour  you  have  done  us,  in  meeting  on 
this  occasion.  This  event  is  peculiarly  interesting 
to  every  American.  Your  corps  is  the  oldest  in 
America,  and  it  this  day  unites  with  the  first  and 
the  only  incorporated  Antiquarian  Society  on  the 
continent,  in  celebrating  the  day  on  which  our  be- 
loved country  was  discovered. 

A  most  unequivocal  evidence  of  your  usefulness, 
and  of  the  honourable  principles  by  which  your 
corps  has  been  conducted,  is,  that  it  has  existed  one 
hundred  and  seventy  seven  years.  I  find,  however, 
that  it  has  been  twice  interrupted  in  its  regular  annual 
meeting.  The  first  was  from  1686  to  1691,  dur- 
ing the  administration  of  Sir  Edmund  Andross; 
and  again,  during  the  revolutionary  war,  from  1774 
to  1786.  Although  many  very  important  events 
have  taken  place  in  our  countr}^  since  the  estab- 
lishment of  your  corps,  yet  that  has  remained  much 
the  same.  The  motive  for  raising  it  was  judicious, 
laudable  and  political.     Our  ancestors,  \dth  a  fore- 

*  On  this  day,  the  Society  was  honoured  by  the  attendance 
of  the  Antient  and  Honourable  Artillery  Company,  v/ho  led 
the  procession. 
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sigtit  that  invariably  marked  their  conduct,  early  no- 
ticed the  necessity  of  establishing  a  reputable  military 
corps,  to  keep  alive  the  knowledge  possessed  by  ma- 
ny of  the  early  emigrants.  This  gave  rise  to  your 
company,  which  has  given  to  our  country  many  val- 
uable and  distinguished  officers.  Its  reputation  to 
this  day  has  remained  unsullied.  Its  ranks  have 
been  filled  by  citizens  of  respectability.  It  has  ev- 
er been  considered  as  an  excellent  military  school, 
in  which  its  members  are  perfected  in  tacticks  and 
correct  discipline. 

To  belong  to  a  corps  thus  distinguished,  must 
be  highly  reputable  to  the  man  and  to  the  soldier. 
I  have  some  pride  and  great  satisfaction  in  saying, 
that  my  grandfather,  who  resided  at  Worcester,  had 
the  honour  to  command  the  Antient  and  Honoura- 
ble Artillery  Company  in  the  year  1736.  To  pre- 
serve and  protect  its  honours,  must  excite  the  am- 
bition and  vigilance  of  the  individuals  which  com- 
pose it.  To  hand  down  its  character  and  its  rights 
unimpaired,  must  be  the  wish  of  all.  To  you. 
Gentlemen,  are  committed  all  its  honours,  its  rights 
and  privileges ;  and  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  of 
your  wisdom  to  preserve,  and  your  skill  to  protect 
them,  for  the  benefit  of  your  successors. 

Long  may  your  corps  continue  to  be  the  orna- 
ment and  the  pride  of  our  country  ;  and  may  our 
government  be  able  to  say,  that  so  long  as  it  exists, 
we  can  nevei'  want  officers  to  head  our  aimies,  or 
men  able  c^nd  willing  to  repel  invasion,  execute  the 
laws,  and  maintain  publick  order. 
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Tui:  manuscript  uotes  of  this  Address,  now  for  tlie  first  time 
printed,  were  found  among  papers  of  the  autlior  which  came  to 
the  Society  on  the  death  of  the  late  William  B.  Fowlk.  As  they, 
evidently,  had  not  been  prepared  for  the  pi'ess,  the  Publishing  Com- 
mittee have  ventured  to  re-arrange  some  expressions,  and  ontit  a  few 
sentences  whose  meaning  was  not  clear.  This  paper  has  long  been 
desired  to  take  its  place  in  the  series  of  Proceedings  of  the  Society 
at  their  periods  of  meeting. 

The  following  vote,  passed  on  the  day  of  the  delivery  of  the  Address, 

is  taken  from  the  Records  : 

"Afternoon,  at  tlie 

STONE  Chapel.  Octotier  23. 181fi. 
Voted.  Tha,t  the  Hon.  Mr.  Robbius  and  tbe  Rev.  !Mr.  Jenks  lie  a  Coinniittee  to  express  tlie 
tlianks  of  the  Society  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bcntley  for  the  Address  delivered  this  day,  and  to 
request  a  copy  of  the  same  for  the  press." 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  iu  January  following,  the  Committee 
reported  "  progress,"  and  there  the  matter  appears  to  have  rested. 


ADDRESS. 


Ix  multiplying  the  associations  of  life,  regard  must  be  paid, 
not  to  the  objects  only,  but  to  the  means  M'hich  they  afford. 
Under    the   general   name    of   an    institution  of   Arts  and 
Sciences  might  be  included  any  researches  which  the  public 
favor  ought  to  embrace.     Everything  relating  to  man  is  his- 
tory, but  Antiquity  regards  a  particular  period  of  sotiiety, 
and  may  have  its  immediate  and  indispensable  obligations. 
We  have  boasted  of  our  schools,  and  every  historian  has 
given  us  the  praise  which  our  success  has  secured  to  us ;  but 
if  the  historian  could  have  examined  a  book  of  antiquities, 
he  might  in  a  few  lines  have  exhibited  to   the  reader,  not 
alone  the  effect,  but  the  powerful  causes  which  had  con- 
curred   to    produce   it.      From    the   neglect   of   antiquities 
we  have  almost  lost  the  knowledge  of  the  elementary  books 
which  preceded,  in  the  course  of  instruction,  those  of  the  past 
century.     And  even  our  first  historian,  Hubbard,  who  was 
the  first  founder  of  a  school  upon  appropriated  funds,  and 
was  at  ease  in  his  condition,  was  reported  to  a  most  atten- 
tive biographer  as    a  pauper,  and    as  neglected  in  his  old 
age ;  when  he  died  the  richest  in  his  profession,  and  with 
greater  acknowledgments  from  his  charge  than  any  minis- 
ter has  received  before  or  after  his  times.     No  man  could 
make  more  diligent  inquiry,  or  employ  greater  impartiality 
than   his   biographer   had    done,  but   he   had    not    the   aid 
of  an  antiquary.     The  same  thing  is  to  be  observed  of  the 
2 


6 

son  of  the  greatest  merchant  of  the  first  century  of  our  his- 
torj'^.  He  gave  his  talents  and  a  portion  of  his  wealth  to  the 
college,  and  resided  and  died  in  Charlestown ;  and  yet  the 
value  of  these  services,  and  of  this  character  and  influence, 
did  not  prevent  the  denial  of  these  facts,  when  they  were 
announced  in  the  present  generation,  even  by  those  who  had 
high  claims  upon  the  public  favor,  and  were  in  circumstances 
which  might  be  deemed  the  best  for  information  on  this  sub- 
ject. We  may  observe  further  that  the  most  flourishing 
university  in  our  country  so  little  encouraged  the  work  of 
the  antiquary,  that  among  few  of  its  sons  are  to  be  found 
the  elementary  books  which  were  copied  from  the  manu. 
scripts  of  the  most  able  instructors,  and  even  presidents  of 
the  establishment,  though  these  constitute  elements  from 
wliich  the  true  history  of  the  University  must  be  given,  and 
become  of  the  highest  value  in  connection  with  the  true  his- 
tory of  instruction  in  our  elementary  schools.  Had  the 
labors  of  the  antiquary  been  duly  encouraged,  the  best 
part  of  our  history  could  not  have  been  found  at  the  present 
day  in  its  present  very  imperfect  state.  If  no  study  be 
more  interesting  to  man,  than  that  of  his  own  race,  and  no 
part  of  it  more  dear  than  that  of  his  kindred  and  country, 
the  study  in  which  we  engage  must  have  the  highest  com- 
mendation, particularly  at  a  time  when  general  neglect  has 
almost  excluded  us  from  the  best  information  respecting  the 
origin  of  our  own  institutions,  and  the  progress  and  means 
of  our  own  prosperity. 

The  part  I  shall  assign  myself  on  the  present  occasion 
will  be  by  the  aid  of  the  antiquary  to  correct  some  vulgar 
errors  respecting  the  true  character  of  the  past  generation. 
As  that  generation  has  too  freely  been  represented  as  a  race 
of  fanatics,  it  has  been  more  difiicult  for  the  historian  to 
conceive  how  that  which  has  been  destructive  in  every  other 
country,  should  have  ultimately  been  so  successful  in  this. 
And  not  having  any  proper  aid  from  the  antiquary,  he  is 


obliged  to  adroit  causes  inadequate  to  the  great  eftect,  and  to 
leave  hastily  the  whole  in  the  obscurity  in  which  he  finds  it. 
By  fanaticism  here,  we  do  not  intend  any  opinions  of  an- 
cient or  modern  times,  or  of  any  nation,  but  that  impulse 
from  imagination  that  acknowledges  no  restraint  from  civil 
authority  or  the  knowledge  the  age  in  which  it  appears 
— that  is  blind,  impetuous,  and  dangerous. 

"When  our  settlements  began,  they  soon  perceived  the  fa- 
vorable opportunities  to  promote  their  independence.  The 
only  ditficulty  was  political,  from  the  consideration  of  the 
allegiance  thev  owed  to  the  countrv  from  which  they  came, 
and  from  the  dangers  of  powertul  neighbors.  But  this  diffi- 
culty did  not  prevent  very  important  measures  to  hasten  the 
time  in  which  it  might  be  accomplished,  or  very  serious  pro- 
jects respecting  the  manner  of  it.  The  first  project  was  from 
Mr.  Williams,  who,  regardless  of  every  prejudice  in  his  time, 
was  for  a  new  civil  constitution,  and  an  open  separation  from 
all  ecclesiastical  dominion.  The  spirit  we  might  commend, 
but  not  the  means.  More  was  due  to  what  men  were,  and 
much  more  to  what  they  might  become.  It  was  fanaticism 
whicli  opposed  itself  to  this  project,  because  it  was  too  bold 
on  points  on  which  fanaticism  could  then  take  no  instruc- 
tion. It  failed,  and  we  need  say  no  more  at  present 
about  it. 

"We  cannot  refuse  to  admire  the  first  project,  and  to  de- 
clare that  it  was  not  a  civil  investigation  that  frustrated  it. 
The  next  became  more  successful,  as  it  threatened  notliing 
to  fanaticism,  and  was  executed  \\Tithout  alarm  to  civil  preju- 
dices; and  it  may  be  considered  as  that  begun  in  tlie  time  of 
Mr.  Peters.  This  embraced  three  objects  :  the  o;reatest  com- 
mercial activity,  the  display  of  mercantile  wealth,  and  the 
substitution  of  civil  for  religious  festivities ;  and  the  anti- 
quary will  tell  us  tliat  these  three  objects  were  most  remarka- 
bly accomplished  in  the  first  generation.  For  the  attainment 
of  the  first  it  was  necessary  to  command  the  wealth  collected 
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in  the  country,  belonging  to  the  richest  settlers,  and  obtained 
from  the  best  directed  industry.  We  know  not  a  circum- 
stance that  can  be  added  to  those  which  this  project  em- 
ployed. The  Capital  had  not  assumed  a  mercantile  superi- 
ority. In  the  negotiations  of  the  country  respecting  its  com- 
mercial interests,  it  employed  the  activity  it  found  in  Mr. 
Peters  and  his  friends.  Possessed  of  the  claims  of  precedency 
in  civil  affairs,  and  holding  the  university  in  its  neighborhood, 
it  granted  the  full  use  of  all  the  public  stock  to  those  who 
were  content  with  the  use,  and  really  rewarded  the  Capital 
by  transplanting,  in  the  event,  the  greatest  wealth  into  its 
bosom,  with  a  large  portion  of  that  which  was  retained,  after 
it  had  circulated  in  its  own  channels.  We  find,  as  early  as 
1658,  a  large  importation  for  the  two  chief  towns,  in  three 
ships  from  England  only,  amounting  to  six  thousand  pounds 
sterling.  The  country  had  not  then,  in  this  part  of  it,  any 
settlement  which  had  existed  one-third  of  a  century.  The 
whole  character  of  this  commerce  the  antiquary  may  assist 
to  develop,  and  may  exhibit  it  in  all  the  correct  forms  in 
which  business  was  done  in  the  best  houses  of  London,  or 
Amsterdam,  or  the  most  established  marts  of  Europe. 

But  as  the  existence  of  this  commerce  has  not  been 
doubted,  we  may  at  present  entertain  ourselves  more  properly 
with  the  exhibition  of  mercantile  wealth,  from  which  we  are 
to  collect  the  extent  of  its  influence  upon  public  manners. 
We  have  too  long  been  taught  to  believe  that  at  first  every 
thing  bore  the  marks  of  a  poverty,  which,  though  voluntary, 
was  real ;  that  the  austerity  of  manners  did  well  enough 
agree  with  the  horrors  of  a  wilderness,  being  content 
only  to  supply  the  first  wants,  and  erect  a  cabin  which  the 
waste  of  fuel  rendered  inhabitable.  But  what  shall  we  say 
when  we  discover  what  articles  an  inventory  of  a  first  set- 
tler did  embrace  ?  The  nature  of  the  argument  ol)Hg«s  an 
enumeration  with  which  we  here  might  be  inclined  to 
dispense,  but  with  which  they  who  wish  plenary  evidence  may 


be  satisfied.     Nor  is  it  a  solitar}'  example.     It  is  the  exact 
measure  at  which  wealth  held  its  reputation. 

At  the  mansion  house  we  find  every  description  of  out- 
houses, adapted  to  every  domestic  convenience.  For  business 
we  find  the  upper  and  lower  warehouses  and  wharf,  and  the 
accommodations  which  belong  to  them.  We  are  then  car- 
ried to  the  store  chamber,  in  which  supplies  are  abundant. 
In  the  mansion  house  we  find  every  apartment  designated 
for  its  exclusive  purposes.  In  the  old  hall  we  find  floors  of 
great  firmness,  walls  covered  with  panels  which  fill  their 
whole  height,  and  windows  of  large  dimensions  and  deep 
seats,  measuring  the  whole  thickness  of  the  frames  and  the 
work  around  them.  We  then  ascend  to  the  Red  chamber, 
the  Glass  chamber,  passing  the  Hall  chamber  and  Corner 
chambers,  leaving  below,  besides  rooms  for  domestic  ser- 
vices, the  counting-house  and  entry.  Above  are  all  the  con- 
veniences for  the  many  servants  employed  in  the  house.  Of 
the  articles  which  the  domestic  furniture  includes  we  may 
reckon  above  70  articles  of  plate  of  every  description,  giving 
1056  ounces,  equal  to  £352.  In  the  out-houses  we  find 
places  for  the  family  horse,  and  whatever  may  increase 
domestic  enjoyment.  Nor  are  these  pleasures  solitary'.  The 
life  of  the  town  is  assisted  by  all  the  advantages  of  adjacent 
farms  and  cultivated  territory.  One  farm  a  few  miles  from 
home  has  200  acres  ;  another  at  a  greater  distance,  800  acres. 
Houses  and  lands,  besides,  were  holden  by  various  claims,  or 
under  leases.  Nor  among  the  stores  of  the  family  do  we 
find  less  than  three  pipes  of  Madeira  reserved  for  domestic 
use.  An  inventory  of  70  pages  is  entitled  to  so  much 
notice.  But  this  quotation  would  be  less  pertinent  were  it 
without  example.  We  might  adduce  the  same  things  from 
other  estates,  and  if  in  some  of  them  the  amount  might  be 
less,  it  would  not  be  because  any  articles  we  have  enumerated 
were  omitted.  Such  houses  as  yet  remain,  erected  in  the 
first  century,  give  ample  confirmation  to  these  legal  records 
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of  wealth.  We  are  not  to  suppose  that  this  wealth,  so  dis- 
played, had  not  everything  which  could  aid  its  duration  and 
give  it  the  perfection  of  which  the  age  was  capable.  We 
find,  in  the  many  Corinthian  capitals,  that  the  huge  Gothic 
coverings  had  not  obliged  them  to  forget  the  effect  which  a 
whole  front  could  receive  from  the  just  elevation  of  Grecian 
orders ;  and  the  rudeness  of  the  wilderness  had  not  made 
them  forget  the  regular  pavements  on  which  their  buildings 
were  approached. 

But  the  accommodations  of  the  possessor  did  not  terminate 
with  the  habitation  in  which  he  dwelt.     The  ornaments  of 
person  were  as  well  known  and  as  eagerly  sought  as  in  any 
age,  and  the  antiquary  may  produce  letters  from  the  most 
devout  families,  and  even  from  the*  families  of  ministers,  in 
which  the  taste  of  the   greatest   city   in    the   world   is    as 
earnestly   consulted    as  to    dress   and    colors   as   we    could 
imagine  it  might  be  in  an  age  of  luxury  and  beauty.     Nor 
was  the  severity  of  republican  manners  allowed  to  interfere 
with  these  indulgences,  and  these  enjoyments  of  wealth  and 
beauty.     The  destruction  of  such  good  things  under  the  pre- 
tence of  zeal,  would  have  been   more  extravagant  in  that 
age  than  in  our  own.     Such  as  have  seen  the  wives  of  elders, 
who  survived  to  the  past  century,  well  know  that  no  persons 
were  more  rich  in  their  apparel,  or  more  careful  of  respect  at 
home  and  abroad.     The  effects  were  not  limited.     In  religious 
assemblies,  the  magistrates  and  citizens  in  commission  had 
their  special  seats,  and  the  valuation  of  estates  was  seen,  not 
barely  in  the  records  of  office,  but  in  public  meetings,  and 
even  in  the  catalogues  of  their  rising  institutions -of  educa- 
tion.    Whatever  could  thus  have  influence  upon  the  whole 
character  of  life,  should  not  be  overlooked  by  the  historian, 
and  the  antiquary  should  be  ready  to  supply ;  as  without  it 
the  most  false  calculation  might  be  made  of  the  condition  of 
society  and  of   the  real  means  of  its  advancement  to  that 
state  which  may  command  our  respect  and  admiration. 
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But  anotlier  subject  yet  lies  before  ns,  which  will  disclose 
not  barely  a  spirit  of  imitation,  but  the  discernment  which 
posterity  will  appreciate  as  belonging  to  character,  if  not 
honorable  to  genius  and  a  refined  civil  polity.  It  is  that 
to  which  we  referred  when  we  mentioned  a  substitute  of  civil 
for  religious  festivities.  It  is  entitled  to  minute  investigation, 
which  at  some  future  time  it  will  undoubtedly  receive.  It  is 
an  odious  task  to  impose  restraints  upon  the  passions  of  men, 
and  particularly  to  attempt  to  change  tlie  expressions  of  them. 
Civil  governments  have  preferred  to  associate  public  festivities 
with  the  religions  principle,  to  become  more  sure  of  the  act 
and  of  the  principle.  In  Christendom  this  sentiment  had  lost 
none  of  its  force  at  the  reformation,  and  the  same  motives 
whicli  had  induced  Christian  nations  to  adopt  the  festivities 
of  civil  governments  by  changing,  not  the  form,  but  occasion 
of  them,  would  still  urge  an  enlightened  government  not  to 
forget  all  these  experiments  upon  human  nature.  The  pur- 
pose of  our  country  was  not  to  abound  in  civil  festivities  and 
the  public  aids  of  the  passions,  but  to  restore  to  the  State, 
and  to  the  institutions  it  adopts,  the  exclusive  indulgence  of 
all  the  festivities  it  would  create.  We  might  have  expected 
from  superstition  that  the  ancient  solemnities  would  remain, 
and  from  theory,  that  if  they  were  denied  all  the  pomp 
they  had  assumed  to  awe  and  engage  the  senses,  the  convic- 
tion which  could  produce  so  great  a  change,  would  wage  an 
eternal  warfare  with  every  sportive  scene  and  passionate  in- 
dulgence. But  what  can  be  done  by  a  sect,  cannot  be  done 
bv  human  nature.  What  Christian  nations  might  allow  to 
religious  orders  with  benefit  to  society  could  never  be  im- 
posed upon  the  whole  social  character.  What  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Church  had  made  the  duty  of  religious  orders, 
was  left  in  our  country  to  private  manners.  What  was 
then  to  be  the  substitute  for  the  domestic  observance  of 
christenings  and  tlie  solemn  pomp  of  consecration  ?  What 
was  to  reconcile  the  people   to   an  almost   total   exclusion 
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from  even  the  ceremony  of  baptism  ?  What  was  to  per- 
suade them  that  the  recurrence  of  Easter  day  and  Christ- 
mas was  not  to  divide  the  years,  and  that  the  canonical 
days  were  to  pass  without  any  notice  ?  As  commerce 
was  to  enrich  society,  the  launches  of  ships  were  ren- 
dered important  amusements  of  the  people ;  and  the  en- 
tertainments on  such  occasions  gave  the  men  of  active  busi- 
ness an  opportunity  to  excite  the  strongest  aftections  to 
themselves  by  these  public  exhibitions,  and  by  a  liberal  pro- 
vision for  the  working  men  they  employed.  The  expenses 
as  reported  to  us,  would  be  sufficient  for  some  of  our  mod- 
ern entertainments.  Military  reviews  bad  all  the  attention 
of  the  government,  and  the  articles  of  military  dress  have 
in  some  families  been  preserved  beyond  a  century.  They 
were  occasions  on  which  the  rich  revealed  their  love  of 
honors,  while  they  denied  themselves  no  badge  of  office,  and 
no  ceremony  which  had  been  preserved  in  any  book  of  disci- 
pline. The  court  days  were  not  less  festive  than  the 
military,  and  were  celebrated  in  the  most  distant  settle- 
ments ;  while  the  humble  sports  and  generous  feats  of 
strength  assigned  to  the  annual  period  of  their  elections 
were  as  sure,  to  be  repeated  as  the  diversions  of  a  birth- 
day or  of  a  coronation.  Such  substitutes  might  answer 
for  the  sportive  passions,  but  in  the  hour  of  bereavement 
superstition  might  insist  upon  all  its  claims.  How  dis- 
pense witli  the  ritual  of  the  dead  and  impose  an  uninter- 
rupted silence  upon  the  house  of  mourning,  the  funeral  pro- 
cession, and  the  visit  to  the  tomb  or  the  grave  ?  How 
forbid  the  funeral  anthem,  or  the  devout  ejaculation  to 
the  saint  ?  Yet  our  fathers  did  impose  this  silence.  After 
the  last  breath  the  language  of  prayer  ceased  from  the  lips  of 
the  minister  of  religion.  He  had  no  other  office  than  that  of 
every  neighbor,  to  join  in  the  same  procession,  or  to  take  his 
place  at  his  pleasure  among  mourning  relatives  and  friends. 
The  expenses  on  such  occasions  were  the  greatest  which 
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in  social  life  could  occur.     Every  one  provided  for  the  chari- 
ties or  tokeus  which  were  to  be  liis  hist  p;itts  to  his  friends  and 
neiirlibors.     It  is    the  fate  of  the  anti(iuary,  that,  while   he 
finds  it  necessary   to  exhibit  such   circumstances,  tliey  will 
be  often  thouu'ht  too  triHiuo;  by  those  who  know  i\ot  how  to 
appreciate  them  in  real  history,  where  they  may  not  even  be 
mentioned.     What  should  we  think  Jn  times  of  economy,  of 
one  hundred  pouiuls  in  funeral  charges,  which  had  no  other 
object    than    compliance    with    the    custom  ?       Should    we 
imagine  it  was  an  age  of  poverty  when  custom  required  the 
purchase  of  40  dozen  pairs  of  gloves,  of  which  the  greater 
part  were  used  at  the  funeral,  and  sixty  gold  rings,  of  which 
some  were  valued  at  five  pounds,  and   none  so  low  as  half 
that  amount  ?     What  shall  we  say  of  a  bill   which  exceeded 
400  pounds,  and  not  tar  from  sterling  value?     AVe  have  no 
occasion  to  pay  such  a  price  for  redemption   from  any  Euro- 
pean  customs  we  miglit  discommend.     The  lapse  of  time 
destroys  the  spell  which  long  habits  impose,  and  we  can  en- 
joy an  innocent  freedom  upon  these  subjects.     But  the  dan- 
ger of  relapse  will  be  an   apology  for  the  first  settlers,  which 
will  be  admitted  by  every  candid  man.     And  how  shall  we 
judge  fairly  of  them  if  we  have  not  their  manners  before  us, 
and  cannot  assign  the  causes  which  were  sufiicient  to  advance 
their  civil  state  beyond  that  of  other  European  colonies. 

It  is  to  commerce  we  are  indebted  for  the  advancement 
of  our  settlements  to  that  success  which  no  errors  of 
opinion  could  overthrow  ;  and  while  it  was  able  to  yield 
such  advantao-es,  we  surely  owe  it  such  an  investigation  as 
will  lead  us  to  jnit  a  full  value  upon  its  resources  and  its 
opportunities.  If  we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Peters  for  his 
concurrence  in  tiie  measures  of  our  commerce,  we  are  not 
less  indebted  to  Mr.  Norris,  his  successor,  for  his  aid  to  in- 
dustry in  the  arts  by  which  the  coumierce  of  our  settlements 
was  assisted  ;  and  we  cannot  have  better  evidence  of  the 
general  interest  than  the  relapse  into  the  greatest  domestic 
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danger  upon  the  decline  of  commerce,  and  the  general 
fears  which  the  revolution  in  England  seemed  to  occasion. 
All  the  o-reat  houses  of  commerce  had  establishments  in 
the  Capital,  and  conducted  all  their  business  in  this  manner. 
They  established  some  of  their  children,  and  possessed 
houses,  stores,  and  wharves,  by  which  their  business  had 
the  same  ample  advantages,  in  diiferent  situations,  and  even 
upon  such  parts  of  the  shore  as  supplied  lumber,  or  iish,  or 
any  thing  which  could  be  valuable  in  the  market.  Never 
do  we  discover  greater  anxiety  than  after  the  restoration, 
when  the  monarch  proposed  to  unite  a  part  of  the  present 
province  of  Maine  to  the  government  of  New  York,  with 
which  before  no  serious  competition  had  arisen.  The  first 
thing  was  to  provide  competent  ship-builders,  and  each  set- 
tlement was  ambitious  to  claim  the  best  specimens  of  naval 
architecture;  but  the  enterprise  of  Mr.  Peters  soon  produced 
a  ship  of  300  tons,  and  the  timber  hills  are  still  known  from 
which  he  supplied  his  workmen.  The  artificers  of  that  day 
still  have  posterity  in  the  same  occupations ;  and  from  them 
have  been  obtained  the  models  of  their  vessels,  the  price  of 
tonnage,  and  all  the  articles  supplied  in  the  market  for  ship- 
building. We-  find  by  arrivals  at  Boston,  from  Europe,  the 
value  of  the  commerce  during  the  commonwealth.  We  find 
one  cargo  invoiced  2949f . ;  three  company  ships  at  3437£. ; 
one  at  1666£. ;  another  at  138T£. ;  another  at  5835£. ;  another 
at  2975£.  Voyages  to  France  are  mentioned,  as  well  as  to 
England.  The  three  ships.  Prudence,  Mary,  and  Speedwell, 
are  reckoned  at  494:3£. ;  the  Trial  to  France  at  1328£.  and 
America  to  France  3825£.  We  content  aurselves  with  a 
cursory  notice,  from  which  we  may  infer  to  what  amount 
voyages  in  the  first  generation  had  arisen. 

We  are  led  to  inquire  about  the  domestic  trade,  and  we  find 
early  from  the  families  of  Endicott  and  liathorne,  persons 
residing  in  Maine  to  secure  the  lumber  trade.  The  history 
of   this  trade  will    give  the    value    of    the    first  purchases 
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in  that  country,  and  the  extent  of  their  conflicting  chiims. 
At  one  time  a  merchant  had  debts  at  the  Eastward 
amounting  to  above  1200£.  in  sums  advanced  in  the  himber 
trade.  The  agreements  with  the  logmen  give  the  same 
general  chftracter  to  the  trade  which  it  still  retains.  The 
flshinsc  vovao;es  were  made  in  four  fares,  and  the  stock  and 
respective  fares  were  made  out  great  and  small  generals,  as  at 
the  present  time.  The  greatest  care  was  taken  to  reserve 
on  the  shores  the  most  suitable  lots  of  land  for  the  fishery, 
which  gave  employment  to  many  hands  ashore ;  and  the 
regulations  prevented  any  purchases  which  should  give  ex- 
clusive privileges  in  particular  places,  so  that  the  great 
chauijes  which  arose  from  the  diti'erent  location  of  settle- 
ments,  were  due  to  the  different  localities  of  the  fishing 
business.  The  fishery  at  home  was  so  settled  into  a  system 
that  the  gains  were  chiefly  with  those  who  could  ship  to  a 
market  after  making  their  purchases  from  the  fishermen. 
The  business,  from  its  regularity,  soon  became  the  exclusive 
or  general  employment  of  whole  settlements,  to  which 
it  gave  its  own  manners  and  character ;  raising,  as  in 
Europe,  a  most  hardy  and  enterprising  race  for  all  naval 
adventures. 

The  commerce  in  America  soon  became  greatest  in  small 
vessels,  even  those  employed  in  the  fisliery  with  the  West 
Indies.  Barbadoes  appears  at  the  most  early  period  very 
often  on  the  books  of  the  merchant.  It  w^as  at  a  later  time 
that  conquest  gave  to  the  English  Jamaica,  which  soon  be- 
came a  favorite  island.  In  one  of  the  Ketches  in  the  first 
West  India  voyages,  we  find  Pork,  Mackerel,  Bass,  Cod, 
Tar,  Flour,  Peas,  Oil,  and  Butter,  invoiced  at.253£.  The 
whole  in  quarters  at  469£.  Voyages  were  made  to  other 
islands  in  the.  West  Indies,  as  the  laws  of  trade  and  pros- 
pects of  success  did  admit,  and  also  to  the  Madeira  Islands, 
and  the  islands,,  of  its  neighborhood,  particularly  Fayal. 
The  trade  to   Bilboa,  in   the  Bay  of  Biscay,  was  also  early 
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known  and  much  used,  as  well  as  the  trade  to  other  parts 
of  Spain  and  to  Portugal. 

With  whatever  interest  we  regard  the  foreign  trade,  we 
may  find  there  tlie  causes  which  have  concurred  to  produce 
the  union  of  onr  States,  as  these  appear  in  the  different 
periods  of  our  history  from  the  beginning.  Though  it  be 
true  that  our  existence  under  the  same  o'overnment  must 
have  supplied  the  most  powerful  causes  of  union,  yet  it  is 
evident  that  our  rapid  progress  did  at  every  period  obtain 
for  us  advantages  never  derived  from  this  same  government. 
The  politi(;al  wisdom  which  resigned  to  the  British  nation 
the  settlements  which  the  Dutch  and  the  Swedes  had  made 
in  the  most  flourishing  part  of  our  country,  was  directed  by 
the  slow  growth  of  those  plantations,  and  the  higher  value 
of  our  own.  The  same  policy  arrested  the  regions  in  the 
North,  which  had  been  possessed  by  the  French,  and  those 
which  had  been  held  by  the  Spaniards  in  the  South.  And 
it  is  the  same  condition  of  things  which  has  given  to  the 
States,  since  the  revolution,  the  extensive  regions  of  Louisi- 
ana. Whatever  any  portion  of  the  Southern  States  may 
claim  from  the  priority  of  date  to  their  settlements,  we 
trust  it  will. not  be  questioned  that  tliey  were  inferior  to 
us  in  their  commerce  at  the  period  of  which  we  treat,  and 
if  they  have  not  been  indebted  to  our  example,  they  must 
confess  they  were  later  in  the  school  of  commerce  than  our- 
selves. 

Our  first  southern  voyages  were  to  Yirginia,  under  which 
name  was  included  the  southern  portion  of  the  States,  as 
the  whole,  our  own  territory  included,  was.  South  and  North 
Virginia.  We  soon  find  clearances  for  Yirginia  and  Mary- 
land. For  a  century  these  voyages  were  made  by  our  fisher- 
men in  the  winter  season  in  their  fishing  craft,  and  often 
upon  freight.  The  principal  articles'  were  corn  and  pork  and 
naval  stores,  which  were  brought  for  domestic  consumption. 
Our    own     trade    was     much     limited,    even    at    a    later 
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period,  by  the  luibits  which  h:ul  been  Ibnneil  iu  tlie  first 
generation. 

The  trade  with  New  York  begun  as  the  first  generation 
was  passing  off.  ^Vliile  a  Dutch  settlement,  we  have  evi- 
dence enough  of  the  jealousy  towards  it  which  New  Eng- 
land maintained.  But  when  all  claims  beyond  its  immediate 
territories  had  ceased,  in  1665,  the  spirit  of  commerce  con- 
ceived a  new  opportunity  for  trade.  The  Dutch  ^^'est  India 
Company  failed  at  the  time  our  commerce  began.  They  had 
not  agreed  upon  their  limits  till  1650,  and  had  not  time  to 
restore  confidence  before  the  union  under  the  same  gov- 
ernment. We  find  goods  advertised  to  New  York  in  1665, 
and  a  freight  ])aid  to  the  same  place  for  30£;  the  adventure 
being  more  than  seven  times  that  sum.  Another  freight 
was  paid  in  another  vessel  in  the  same  year.  We  discover 
the  uncertain  character  of  this  commerce  in  the  payment  of 
casli,  and  we  observe  that  two  pipes  of  wine  found  a  good 
market.  These  seem  to  have  been  some  of  the  measures  to 
open  a  commerce  which  has  since  been  of  great  value  to  the 
Union,  and  the  intercourse  never  afterwards  was  long  inter- 
rupted. 

The  trade  with  Rhode  Island  plantations,  and  with  Con- 
necticut, was  adventured  by  the  same  merchants,  and  liad 
continued  from  the  beginning.  But  as  many  of  their  sailors 
were  from  our  plantations,  similarity  of  habits  had  brought 
many  of  their  vessels  into  our  ports,  and  of  our  vessels  into 
their  own  in  turn.  The  Ketch  beginning  was  upon  such 
voyages,  and  we  find  orders  expressed  to  go  to  the  south- 
ward to  fall  into  the  sound  of  Rhode  Island  and  of  Con- 
necticut, to  make  up  their  cargo  of  Wheat,  Corn  and  Pork. 
The  freights  for  fish  to  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  and  for  Piscata- 
qua  and  Portsmouth  and  Great  Island,  which  were  early  in 
a  flourishing  condition  from  the  fishery,  are  often  mentioned. 
In  the  same  manner  visits  were  nuide  to  Cape  Sable  on 
the  coast  below  us      Our  adventurers  often   suffered   from 
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the  Indians  in  the  higher  latitudes.  It  was  at  a  later  period 
that  the  whale  fishery  had  vessels  from  all  our  ports,  but  the 
oil  which  was  procured  was  always  in  our  ports.  The  wliole 
view  of  an  infant  people  in  such  progress  may  yield  impres- 
sions very  favorable  to  their  industry. 

One  thing  is  very  honorable  to  the  character  of  our  first 
-merchants,  and  it  was  the  unbounded  credit  they  gave  to 
each  other.  Wliatever  was  judged  expedient  for  a  voyage, 
and  was  to  be  found  in  the  possession  of  any  other  merchant 
it  was  obtained  upon  credit,  or  the  owner  was  invited  to  be- 
come interested  in  the  vo)'age  which  it  could  render  produc- 
tive. We  often  find  sums  as  large  as  the  whole  amount  of 
property  upon  credit,  without  any  embarrassment  to  the 
merchant,  if  the  articles  he  might  require  were  in  the  mar- 
ket. This  confidence  was  not  confined  to  business.  All  the 
supplies  which  are  necessary  to  domestic  life,  are  obtainable 
in  the  smallest  quantities,  while  we  find  the  greatest  luxuries 
furnished  as  the  occasions  or  wishes  of  neighbors  may  re- 
quire. Hardly  a  wine  of  any  quality  could  be  named  that 
could  not  be  found,  and  it  was  no  part  of  their  temperance 
to  live  penuriously,  but  to  have  the  best  without  abuse  and 
with  friendship. 

It  is  an  inquiry  that  will  be  made  on  this  subject,  were 
the  benefits  derived  by  society  contemplated  by  those  who 
were  the  instruments  of  them,  or  were  they  only  in  pur- 
suit of  wealth,  regardless  of  the  general  advantages  which 
might  arise  to  the  whole  community  ?  It  is  upon  the  answer 
to  this  inquiry  that  their  highest  value  must  depend. 
It  is  a  known  and  acknowledged  truth,  that  the  'greatest 
merchants  were  the  greatest  benefactors  of  the  infant  colony. 
The  proudest  building  of  our  capital  was  the  donation  of  a 
merchant,  and  the  greatest  merchant  of  Salem  not  only  was 
liberal  on  all  great  occasions,  but  he  assisted  in  building 
places  of  worship,  in  erecting  a  college,  and  in  endowments 
of  both  college  and  schools ;  and  his  example  was  followed 
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by  his  posterity  without  aiiv  diinitiished  eft'ort.  The  chiirac- 
ter  gained  ill  the  tii-st  days  of  our  existence  has  served  as 
tlie  guardian  of  our  better  years,  and  of  <»ur  richest  hopes. 
The  son  of  Mr,  Brown  was  su[)plied  from  the  Nvealth  of  his 
father,  and  irave  his  best  services  to  the  colle<»:e  and  to  the 
chnrches.  Tliough  he  accepted  no  pastoral  charge,  he  per- 
formed all  its  duties,  and  honored  the  college  and  tiie 
churches,  as  well  by  his  services  as  by  his  bounty.  It  would 
be  odious  to  distinornish  families,  but  what  families  have  done 
more  honor  to  our  countrv  and  to  our  college  than  those 
of  Leverett  or  Winthrop !  The  civil  and  military  and 
learned  professions  have  had  their  greatest  ornaments  from 
such  families  as  possessed  the  wealth  of  the  country,  and 
this  had  no  other  source  but  its  commerce.  Public  lionors 
had  not  in  that  aore  rich  endow^nents.  From  the  bounty  of 
the  rich  our  public  institutions  were  maintained,  and  educa- 
tion in  the  first  generation  had  all  the  assistance  which  en- 
lightened Europe  could  afford.  Says  Mr.  Peters,  writing 
to  Deacon  Orne,  my  desire  is  that  my  wife  should  return 
to  America,  and  I  propose  to  follow.  It  was  my  mind  that 
my  cousin  Downing  should  educate  my  child  and  dwell  in 
my  house.  This  person  was  afterwards  a  minister  abroad  in 
the  reiirn  of  Charles  the  second.  And  it  should  be  remem- 
bered  that  no  dissensions  in  churches,  no  questions  of  mili- 
tary obligations,  and  no  parties  for  family  interests,  arose 
from  combinations  among  men  of  business.  Their  share  in 
the  confidence  of  the  people  came  from  the  industry  they 
promoted  around  them.  We  have  not  any  works  from  the 
press  to  which  we  can  appeal,  as  the  press  was  almost  alto- 
gether surrendered  to  the  government  and  to  the  ministers 
of  religion ;  but  none  of  the  public  documents  bring  them 
into  disgrace,  or  allow  us  to  impute  any  public  calamities 
to  their  interference.  The  people  never  suffered  from  their 
independence,  and  never  were  betrayed  by  any  efiort  to 
corrupt  them.     It  was  in  ouf  towns  that  their  influence  was 
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most  felt,  and  that  the  best  schools  were  found.  Public 
opinion  has  assigned  to  the  ministers  of  religion  the  special 
qualilications  for  teachers  of  literature  ;  but  in  the  oldest 
settlement,  scarce  a  year  can  be  named  in  which  the  in- 
struction of  youth  was  not  found  to  be  directed  by  men 
who  had  no  ofhces  in  the  church. 

In  the  military  service  we  discover  their  constant  pre- 
eminence. They  seem  to  have  inherited  those  honors.  And 
tliis  distinction,  which  began  from  the  influence  of  charac- 
ter, has  not  been  lost  in  our  own  times."  Such  honors  were 
shared  among  the  best  citizens,  who  combined  heroism  with 
their  agricultural  pursuits ;  but  in  every  part  of  our  country 
we  have  seen  the  tendency  of  corresponding  pursuits  to  fur- 
nish candidates  for  military  promotion.  It  is  not  to  bestow 
an  undue  share  of  praise,  that  this  respectful  notice  is  taken 
of  an  invaluable  class  of  citizens,  but  to  disclose  how  much 
the  antiquar}^  may  do  in  restoring  history  to  its  truth  and  its 
simplicity.  Enough  is  known  of  past  events,  and  related  in 
accordance  with  unquestionable  facts,  to  satisfy  us  that  it  is 
from  the  active  habits  of  men  and  nations  their  hopes  must 
arise ;  that  whatever  office  they  assign  to  opinions,  it  must  be 
to  increase  thie  public  virtue  of  the  age.  That  part  of  national 
character  is  the  best  which  preserves  industry,  provides  its 
means,  enlarges  its  honors,  and  secures  its  blessings.  We 
need  not  employ  a  single  quotation  from  foreign  history. 
We  have  only  to  examine  our  own.  The  dangerous  opinion 
that  the  State  has  a  religion  to  defend  against  the  right  of 
private  judgment,  repeatedly  involved  our  settlements  in 
imminent  danger.  One  of  the  best  friends  of. civil  liberty  was 
obliged  to  retire.  One  of  the  greatest  men  of  the  settlement, 
by  the  strength  of  his  genius,  gave  authority  to  persecution. 
Had  not  a  power  existed  to  restrain  this  zeal,  every  hope 
must  have  been  abandoned.  Repeatedly  the  same  spirit  en- 
dangered that  balance  between  the  undiscerning  and  the 
wise,  upon  which  public  safety  depends  ;  and  it  was  from  the 
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aid  wliicli  the  interests  of  coiiunerce  attordod  and  the  lii:;lit  it 
gave,  tliat  the  l)alanco  was  restored  and  th(^  liii^lu-r  \vis(hTin 
prevailed.  Society  still  continues  to  uvvd  tlic  sanic  l)alance, 
and  it  is  by  the  power  we  can  connnand,  and  can 
suitably  direct,  that  we  accomplish  the  best  ^ood.  It 
is  not  tlie  quantity  of  the  power,  but  the  suitable  applica- 
tion of  it. 

How  much  we  are  indebted  to  the  vigilance  of  com- 
merce for  our  present  political  situation  is  well  known. 
What  our  gratitude  ought  to  be  to  the  agency  which  sup- 
ports our  public  institutions,  which  prevents  religion  from 
all  the  degradation  that  superstition  could  introduce,  which 
gives  patronage  to  our  arts,  which  excites  domestic  industry 
and  rewards  it,  that  preserves  the  tine  arts  for  our  man- 
ners, and  the  best  amusements  to  exclude  the  worst,  it  is 
needless  to  declare.  It  is  enough  if  the  antirpiary  can 
show  us  our  former  obligations ;  we  trust  our  own  prudence 
will  accept  the  same  guardianship,  and  that  the  more  we 
know  of  the  true  cause  of  our  greatness,  the  more  sure  and 
exalted  it  will  appear. 

The  arts  which  commerce  would  encourage,  are  such  as 
best  support  its  true  interest.  It  could  not  expect  in 
an  infant  country  to  rival  the  proud  establishments  of 
Europe.  Its  first  independence  must  be  of  the  aids  which 
its  first  necessities  would  require.  The  prudence  which 
would  provide  mills  for  tlie  preparation  of  food,  would  pro- 
vide mills  for  the  lumber  trade,  and  the  necessary  articles 
for  the  management  of  the  fisheries.  All  these  would  he 
of  little  use  without  ship-building.  This  art  was  soon 
introduced,  and  we  are  persuaded  upon  the  best  instruction  ; 
as  Mr.  Peters,  when  in  the  Low  Countries,  had  visited  the 
works  which  the  great  Richlieu  had  established  when  he  en- 
deavored to  collect  by  every  allurement,  the  best  workmen 
in  Europe  into  the  French  service.  In  the  families  of 
the  most  early  emigrants  of  this  craft  from  Europe,  we 
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find  only  snch  books  as  were  of  later  date  than  the  first  gen- 
eration, and  a  few  French  engravings. 

For  a  sloop  we  .find  the  following  proportions :  Upon 
the  keel  41  feet,  by  15  on  the  beam,  and  by  6^  feet  in 
the  hold.  Having  2^  feet  in  the  waist,  a  steerage  and  cabin, 
a  rake  afore  and  aft,  and  two  ports  on  a  side.  Contract 
upon  the  last  day  of  June,  to  be  delivered  afloat  in  Septem- 
ber at  3£  5s.  per  ton.  Another,  double  masted,  to  have  50 
feet  keel,  and  the  rake  of  the  stern  post  before  12  feet,  and 
the  breadth  of  the  beam  19  feet,  with  a  good  round  bow 
under  water.  The  depth  of  the  hold  9  feet  9,  and  three 
feet  between  decks  from  plank  to  plank,  a  rising  abaft  for  a 
quarter  deck  14  inches,  to  come  to  the  main  mast;  the  wales 
to  be  5  inches  thick,  and  wale  pieces  to  be  as  long  as  possi- 
ble, and  one  strake  of  plank  on  the  wales,  and  another  under 
of  4  inches,  and  tract  line  of  dead  rising  7  feet  9,  sweep 
answerable.  All  the  futtocks  (tuthucks)  of  white  oak.  No 
plank  to  exceed  12  inches  in  breadth  when  worked,  timber 
grown  to  the  mould.  Eight  pounds  to  be  paid  per  ton.  200£ 
at  laying  the  keel,  100£  at  the  wales,  100£  at  the  upper  deck, 
and  to  make  up  the  two-thirds  in  money  at  dehver}',  and 
the  payment  of  a  third  in  goods.  Another  with  a  pink  stern 
in  April,  to  be  finished  in  August  at  10£  per  ton.  Keel  42 
feet,  16  feet  beam,  and  7  feet  8  inches  hold.  100£  at  rais- 
ing, 100  when  demanded,  and  last  at  finishing,  with  all  the 
usual  customs  attending  such  contracts.  A  special  regard  is 
always  paid  to  the  quality  of  the  timber.  At  this  time  the 
iron  was  an  article  of  importation,  though  able  smiths  were 
in  the  country  to  work  it,  and  perhaps  in  as  grekt  variety  as 
at  present,  as  it  was  employed  in  more  domestic  uses  than  in 
our  times,  and  polished  for  the  best  purposes.  The  Spanish 
iron  is  sometimes  charged  at  double  the  price  of  English, 
and  always  above  it.  The  Spanish  steel  had  the  same  prefer- 
ence. Canvas  is  reckoned  at  30  pence  a  yard.  The  carpen- 
ters were  led  to  combine  very  diiferent  labors,  as  may  be 
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known  from  the  followinp;  contract :     The  house  that  is  to 
be  built,  must  have  the  following  diineiisions.     Its  length  24 
feet  from   inside  to  inside,   and    its   breadth    18  feet.     The 
length  of  stud  10  feet  between  wall  plate  and  ground  sill, 
with  three  lengths  of  joist,  to  jett  at  the  end  next  the  street 
2  feet,  with    handsome   pendulas.     One  gable  end  on  the 
west  side  and  towards  the  north  end,  together  with  sleepers 
for  the  lower  floor.     The  frame  to  be    completely  raised, 
and  the  price  in  goods,  12  pomids.     To  furnish  the  house  in 
addition  to  the  plate,  was  the  great  quantity  of  pewter  which 
was  required,  for  which  we  have  a  ready  substitute.     Thirty- 
five  pouiuls  was  not  an  uncommon  portion ;  in  some  families 
we  lind  452  weight.     The  form  of  it  diftered  from   that  in 
present  use,  as  the  dishes  partook  of  the  shape  adapted  to  the 
separate  use  of  liquids,  so  that  the  depressed  part  did  not  ex- 
ceed  a  third  of  the  whole  diameter.     The  articles  of  plate 
were  all  imitated  in  this  metal ;  and  we  find  in  the  list,  tank- 
ards, basins,  salvers,  dishes,  plates,  bowls,  goblets,  porringers, 
cups,  pots,  and  spoons  of  every  size.     To  riches  and  strength 
they  added  ornament. 

Some  of  the  specimens  of  painting  whicli  remain  have  no- 
thing superior  in  the  durability  and  combination  of  colors ; 
and  the  art  to  which  they  had  recourse,  seldom  gave  them 
cause  to  renew  their  call  for  its  aid  in  their  apartments  for 
several  generations.  The  greater  use  of  wood  for  the  apart- 
ments verv  much  confined  the  labors  of  the  mason,  who  had 
seldom  any  opportunity  to  display  his  skill  but  m  places 
which  required  more  strength  than  beauty  ;  the  decora- 
tions on  the  parts  of  the  chimney  which  passed  beyond  the 
roof  being  the  principal  display  of  taste  abroad,  as  the  hearth 
and  the  tile  were  around  the  fire.  These  seldom  required 
repair.  So  great  was  the  confidence  in  the  cement,  and  so 
free  its  use,  that  no  complaint  was  made  against  the  smallest 
stones  which  could  be  used  in  a  wall ;  and  the  unbaked  clay 
and  light  bricks  which  were  interposed   between  the  two 
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wooden  surfaces  of  the  rooms  sufficiently  ffnarded  a2;ainst 
the  exterior  cold.  The  aid  of  the  o-hizier  was  admitted  more 
sparingly  in  private  houses.  Windows  in  common  apart- 
ments were  small,  and  differed  more  in  the  forms  in  which 
the  glass  was  cut  and  leaded  than  in  the  size.  The  exclu- 
sion of  strong  light,  whether  for  health  or  from  habit,  was 
never  regarded  as  an  inconvenience  in  any  season  ;  as  it  was 
thought  to  be  as  well  adapted  to  cool  the  air  in  summer  as 
to  the  continement  of  the  warm  air  in  winter. 

Things  in  ordinary  use,  both  of  wood  and  metal,  were 
soon  provided  by  the  labors  of  artificers  in  the  country,  and 
soon  became  articles  of  traffic  with  the  more  Southern  set- 
tlements. In  leather,  sucli  articles  as  were  required  for  com- 
mon purposes  were  readily  supplied,  and  not  of  an  inferior 
quality.  But  such  articles  as  were  variously  colored  never 
were  profitable  enough  for  extensive  manufacture.  In 
woolen  and  linen,  nothing  could  be  found  in  daily  apparel 
which  had  not  been  gained  by  domestic  and  female  lal)or ; 
but  it  was  no  cause  of  reproach  to  wear  on  great  occasions 
the  cloths  from  the  best  foreign  manufactures,  and  to  con- 
tinue them  in  families  for  special  use  in  many  generations. 
This  ambition  was  by  no  means  exclusive,  and  every  honest 
citizen  was  commended  for  it ;  particularly  if  he  received 
such  a  valuable  inheritance  from  some  worthy  ancestor. 
A  love  of  ancestors  was  in  everything  encouraged.  The 
walls  of  the  wealthy  were  hung  with  the  full-length  portraits 
of  their  progenitors.  Figures  less  than  life-size  were  seldom 
seen,  and  it  is  upon  this  account  we  have  so  few  heads  ot 
the  first  settlers.  When  the  first  painting  was  defaced,  the 
picture  was  lost.  It  was  not  till  the  second  century  that  the 
engraver  was  taught  to  preserve  by  many  copies  the  sup- 
posed resemblance  of  a  man  whose  memory  had  been  ren- 
dered dear  to  posterity.  Had  the  last  art  been  coeval  in 
our  customs  with  the  first,  we  should  have  secured  many 
pleasures  for  posterity. 
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Of  all  the  apartments,  that  for  sleep  was  supplied  with 
everything  which  taste  or  wealth  could  administer.  No 
richer  specimens  of  art  and  expense  have  l)een  ever  ex- 
hibited. It  has  been  imagined  tliat  the  fine  arts  were 
neglected,  and  should  our  own  customs  be  the  test,  this 
might  be  admitted.  From  the  manner  in  which  the  psalmo- 
dy of  the  Church  was  performed,  this  inference  was 
drawn.  But  it  should  be  remembered  that  in  all  Cin-istian 
churches  the  music  was  directed  from  the  altar,  and  limited 
as  the  service  by  its  canons,  and  tliat  the  protestant  and  re- 
formed churches  made  no  innovation.  The  first  attempt  to 
reform  this  part  of  worship  was  from  the  plea  that  the  tunes 
did  not  admit  variety  of  measure  and  expression.  In  the 
first  generation  domestic  devotion  was  alwaj's  accompa- 
nied with  music ;  and  no  compositions  passed  through  more 
editions  than  the  simple  poems  which  chastised  all  the  pas- 
sions into  devotion. 

Nor  were  they  strangers  to  graceful  motion.  No  invec- 
tives against  any  abuses  ever  excluded  the  song  or  the  dance 
from  families  of  every  condition,  and  a  greater  propor- 
tion were  acquainted  with  the  movements  and  melodies  than 
probably  in  our  own  days.  The  greatest  difi'erence  in  man- 
ners probably  arose  from  the  union  of  all  ages.  Every- 
thing indulged  in  for  sport  or  pleasure  was  common  to  the 
aged  and  to  tlie  young,  and  no  occasion  supplied  mo- 
tives for  separation.  It  was  not  imagined  that  passions 
which  were  born  with  us  and  brought  up  together  were  ever 
to  be  separated,  but  that  in  age  they  required  the  same 
company  they  had  ever  enjoyed.  It  was  the  cheerfulness  of 
age  that  was  the  guardian  of  youth,  and  the  .sj'mpathy  was 
more  blessed  as  it  was  perfect.  What  pleasure  the  antiquary 
has  who  can  sit  down  with  sucli  company,  and  is  not  dis- 
gusted with  some  unusual  ceremony,  when  he  reads  the 
pure  sentinient.that  it  loves  !  He  can  see  all  the  aftections 
in  whicli  he  delights,  though  at  first  they  may  seem  to  speak 
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a  strange  language.  With  liim  nothing  is  disguised  by  its 
habit,  or  recommended  but  by  its  native  claims.  He  knows 
the  patriarch  by  his  gray  hairs,  and  by  the  charms  of  his 
countenance,  whether  he  be  found  in  the  habiliments  of 
ancient  or  modern  times.  He  asks  no  table  of  chronology 
for  the  date,  and  distinguishes  circumstances  as  readily  as 
the  merchant  can  his  gold,  or  his  weights  and  his  measures. 
He  can  no  more  confound  tlie  man  with  his  appearance, 
than  the  substance  of  a  book  with  the  sentiment  of  it.  And 
he  will  no  more  judge  of  that  of  which  he  knows  not  the 
condition,  than  he  would  of  the  contents  of  an  apartment 
into  which  he  has  never  been  suffered  to  enter.  Antiquaries 
have  been  judged  as  our  ancestors  have  been.  They  have 
been  denied  to  be  gold  because  they  have  not  the  same 
inscriptions  as  current  money.  It  is  because  they  are  the 
pure  and  not  counterfeit  coin  that  we  love  them.  They  tell 
us,  as  we  read  them,  when  they  were  made,  and  oifer  them- 
selves at  their  real  worth.  To  others  they  are  only  old 
gold,  if  even  this  property  be  known.  The  standard  and  the 
value  belong  to  a  better  judgment.  To  ourselves  and  to  our 
country  we  owe  more  discernment.  If  we  remember  pros- 
perity, we  should  know  how  it  was  gained.  It  is  not  enough 
that  some  cause  be  assigned,  or  that  the  report  should  not 
be  questioned.  It  is  the  truth  we  seek,  and  the  truth, 
wherever  we  dig,  we  would  find.  A  single  fact  may  dissi- 
pate error  and  set  us  free.  Human  life  is  a  display  of  virtue 
and  vice,  and  of  truth  and  error.  Genius  has '  been  busy 
with  it,  and  talent  employed  in  it ;  but  genius  has  not  pos- 
sessed it  at  pleasure,  and  talents  have  not  commanded  it. 
Five  are  wise  and  live  are  foolish.  The  lawgiver  sur- 
prises us  with  a  theory  of  the  passions  and  a  project  for 
a  good  government.  The  civilian  makes  the  best  of  the 
laws  as  he  finds  them.  But  some  miud  that  sees  things  ex- 
actly as  they  are,  puts  the  smallest  weight  he  can  find  on  the 
balance,  at  the  point  which  can  move  the  world. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  held 
in  Boston  May  29,  1839,  on  motion  of  Professor  Simon 
Greenleaf, 

"Voted,  That  the  Report  of  the  Council,  with  the  Report  of  the 
Librarian,  and  a  list  of  the  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Society,  be  pub- 
lished for  the  use  of  the  Society,  under  the  direction  of  the  Council." 


REPORT  OF  THE  COUNCIL, 

MAY   29,    1839. 


The  Council  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  in 
compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  by-laws,  on  the  fifty- 
third  semi-annual  meeting,  respectfully  submit  their  report  of 
the  condition  of  the  funds,  library,  and  concerns  of  the  institu- 
tion, at  the  close  of  the  month  of  May,  1839. 

The  state  of  the  treasury  will  be  most  conveniently  explain- 
ed by  comparison  of  the  investments  and  revenues,  with  the 
necessary  and  contingent  expenditures. 

By  the  order  of  the  Society,  at  the  May  meeting  of  1834, 
the  sum  of  twelve  thousand  dollars  was  invested  in  one  fund, 
and  the  interest  was  appropriated,  in  conformity  with  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  donor,  Doct.  Isaiah  Thomas,  for  the  payment 
of  the  salary  of  a  librarian,  for  the  purchase  of  books  and 
antiquities,  and  for  meeting  the  incidental  charges  of  the  in- 
stitution. 

Another  fund  of  five  thousand  dollars  was  established,  and 
the  accruing  income  appropriated  for  defraying  the  expenses  of 
exploring  the  ancient  monuments  of  the  continent,  preserving 
descriptions  of  the  remains  of  the  aboriginal  population,  and 
aiding  in  the  increase  of  the  library  and  cabinet. 

The  general  fund,  now  amounting  to  about  three  thousand 
dollars,  remained,  and  was  charged  with  current  and  extraor- 
dinary expenses.  - 

The  revenues  are  derived  from  the  interest  on  these  funds, 
amounting  together  to  ^23, 1*25;  from  the  income  of  a  prin- 
cipal of  eight  hundred  dollars  received  from  the  donor  in  notes 
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secured  by  mortgages  of  lands  in  Di.xmont  in  Maine ;  and- 
from  the  rents  of  an  estate  in  Middlcbury,  Vermont,  yielding 
about  fifty  dollars  annually. 

The  available  productive  property  of  the  society,  exclusive 
of  the  buildings  of  Antiquarian  Hall,  of  the  land  in  Worces- 
ter, and  of  the  library  and  cabinet,  which  have  a  value  beyond 
any  estimation  in  money,  is  now  ^24,725  04. 

The  condition  of  each  of  the  funds  is  exhibited  in  the  full 
and  detailed  report  of  the  treasurer,  Samuel  Jennison,  Esq.. 
and  will  be  seen  by  the  following  abstract  of  his  accounts : 

1.  Balance  of  the  Library  Fund $12,945  13 

2.  Balance  of  the  Fund  of  Antiquities  and  Researches,  7,219  58 

3.  Balance  of  the  General  Fund,        2,960  33 

4.  Amount  of  Mortgages  in  Dixmont,  Maine,       .     .     .  800  GO 

5.  Value  of  Middlebury  estate,  estimated  at  only       .     .  800  GO 

$'24,725  04 

The  yearly  income  is  about  fourteen  hundred  and  eighty- 
two  dollars. 

Some  expenditures  necessary  for  the  maintenance  and  sup- 
port of  the  Society,  are.  certain  in  amount  and  regular  in  their 
recurrence. 

Among  them  are  the  salaries  of  the  only  two  officers  receiv- 
ing any  pecuniary  compensation,  which  have  been  graduated 
on  a  scale  of  rigid  economy.  The  Treasurer  has  had  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  management  and  investment  of  a  capital  of 
more  than  twenty-four  thousand  dollars,  and  the  care  of 
the  receipt  and  disbursement  of  the  interest,  coming  in  and 
paid  out  in  small  sums.  So  prudent  and  faithful  has  been  his 
administration  of  this  department,  that  nothing  has  been  lost, 
and  the  principal  remains  safely  invested  in  permanent  securi- 
ties. During  the  last  year  the  Treasurer  has  charged  for  his  ser- 
vices, thirty  dollars ;  a  sum  which  would  not  be  an  adecjuate 
compensation  to  another  for  the  mere  labor  of  making  the 
proper  entries  on  the  books  of  the  transactions  of  business. 
The  salary  of  the  Librarian  has  been  fixed  at  six  hundred 
dollars  annuallv.     That  officer  devotes  almost  the  whole  of  his 
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time  to  the  discharge  of  his  regular  duties,  and  has  been  con- 
stantly engaged  in  promoting  the  objects  and  interests  of  the 
Society  with  a  degree  of  assiduity,  energy,  and  zeal,  which 
cannot  fail  to  produce  the  most  useful  results.  It  must  be 
considered  fortunate  for  the  institution  to  have  enlisted  in  its 
service,  so  much  experience  and  capacity  ;  and  it  is  gratifying 
that  those  who  have  been  entrusted  with  the  active  manage- 
ment of  its  aflairs,  have  sought  the  largest  portion  of  the  renm- 
neration  for  faithful  and  valuable  labors  in  the  gratification  of 
antiquarian  taste  and  the  reward  of  doing  good. 

The  preservation  of  the  buildings  of  the  Society  requires 
annual  appropriations.  The  renewal  of  those  parts  of  the 
structures  impaired  by  decay,  and  the  improvements  of  the 
interior  of  the  halls  for  the  convenient  arrangement  and  use  of 
the  increasing  library,  will  demand  an  annual  expenditure  not 
less  than  one  hundred  dollars. 

With  the  ordinary  success  of  collection  and  the  usual  liber- 
ality of  donation,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  will  be  re- 
quired for  binding  into  volumes,  the  tracts,  newspapers,  and 
manuscripts,  and  renovating  decayed  books,  during  the  year. 

The  average  charge  of  printing,  if  confined  to  advertising 
notices  of  meetings  and  communicating  information  to  the 
members  on  subjects  connected  with  the  interests  of  the 
Society,  will  be  small :  united  with  the  payments  for  stationery, 
postage,  transportation,  fuel  and  light,  the  aggregate  may  be 
estimated  at  about  seventy-five  dollars  the  year. 

The  necessary  expenses  will  be  about  nine  hundred  and 
five  dollars  annually,  as  will  appear  by  the  following  re- 
capitulation : 

1.  Salaries  of  the  Treasurer  and  Librarian, 630  00 

2.  Repairs  and  improvements, 100  00 

3.  Binding  tracts,  newspapers,  and  books, 100  00 

4.  Printing,  transportation,  fuel,  &c., 75  00 

$905  00 

When  these  sums  shall  have  been  deducted  from  the  annual 
income,  there  will  remain  about  five  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven  dollars  unexpended. 
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In  the  former  reports  of  the  Council  it  has  been  fully  ex- 
plained that  some  encroachments  were  made  on  the  original 
amount  of  the  funds,  under  the  direction  and  by  the  order  of 
the  Society.  Two  wings  were  added  to  Antiquarian  Hall  to 
furnish  accommodations  for  the  swelling  collections,  in  1833, 
at  the  cost  of  $  1 ,037  02  :  the  publication  of  the  second  vol- 
ume of  Transactions,  in  1837,  containing  the  excellent  me- 
moir on  the  languages  of  the  Indian  tribes  by  the  Hon.  Al- 
bert Gallatin,  and  Gookin's  history  of  the  Christian  Indians, 
was  made  at  the  expense  of  about  ^'1,100:  the  edition  of  the 
catalogue  of  the  library  in  a  large  octavo  volume,  required  the 
payment  of  about  eight  hundred  dollars.  These  disburse- 
ments, for  objects  of  permanent  utility,  changed  some  portion 
of  the  moneys  from  the  investments  which  yielded  pecuniary 
revenue  into  a  form  in  which  they  will  afford  an  income  of 
reputation,  and  aid  the  objects  of  the  Society  by  extending  the 
knowledge  of  its  works. 

The  sums  which  have  been  received  by  the  treasurer  in 
money,  amounted  to  $'23,661  84  :  the  funds  remaining  in  his 
possession,  exclusive  of  the  estate  in  Vermont  and  the  mort- 
gages in  Maine,  are  $23,125  04:  the  difference  of  these 
sums,  being  the  excess  of  expenditure  over  income,  is 
$536  80. 

The  Council,  desirous  of  restoring  the  integrity  of  the  origi- 
nal funds,  and  considering  the  deficiency  which  had  been  pro- 
duced by  the  expenditures  for  useful  purposes,  as  a  debt  due 
from  the  Society  to  posterity,  for  whom  they  are  trustees, 
endeavored  to  make  a  system  of  economy  operate  as  a  sinking 
fund  for  the  redemption  of  the  arrears.  Between  the  May 
and  October  meetings  of  1838,  the  balance  was  reduced  by 
the  reimbursement  of  $211  15  : — during  the  past  six  months 
$55  96  have  been  repaid  :  previous  to  the  annual  meeting  in 
October  next,  two  hundred  dollars  more  may  be  extinguished 
by  the  appropriation  of  the  surplus  revenue. 

Some  considerable  extraordinary  work  will  be  needed  on  the 
roofs  of  the  Halls,  for  draining  the  grounds  around,  and  to  se- 
cure tlie  foundations  of  the  buildings,  which  may  absorb  two 
hundred  dollars  of  the  disposable  income. 
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A  debt  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  for  binding  two 
hundred  and  twenty  volumes  of  newspapers,  which  has  been 
recently  incurred,  must  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  imme- 
diately. A  large  portion  of  this  sum  will  ultimately  be  re- 
stored by  the  collection  of  some  arrears  of  interest  not  in- 
cluded in  the  accounts  from  which  these  computations  have 
been  derived  :  but  this  payment  will,  for  the  present,  entirely 
exhaust  the  resources  of  the  year. 

From  these  statements  it  will  be  obvious,  that  it  must  be 
proper  to  forego  the  purchase  of  books,  and  to  rely  for  the  in- 
crease of  the  library  on  the  liberality  of  members  and  the  gen- 
erosity of  the  public.  The  necessity  of  retrenchment,  should 
prevent,  for  a  season,  the  attempt  to  make  any  considerable 
publications.  The  interval  of  the  suspended  motion  of  the 
press,  may  be  well  employed  in  seeking  authentic  memorials 
of  the  relics  of  the  aboriginal  nations  of  the  west,  or  the  evi- 
dence of  facts  which  have  been  supposed  to  prove  the  early 
discoveries  of  the  Northmen  in  the  cast. 

Whenever  the  improved  condition  of  the  treasury  will  per- 
mit new  acquisitions  by  purchase,  it  will  be  desirable  to  devote 
the  first  moneys  which  may  be  saved  from  necessary  appropri- 
ations, to  extend  one  department  of  the  library  now  deplorably 
scanty.  At  the  earliest  time  when  it  shall  be  possible,  there 
should  be  placed  on  the  shelves,  Lord  Kingsborough's  edition 
of  the  work  of  Augustine  Aglio  ;  the  folios  of  Frederic  de 
Waldeck,  on  the  antiquities  of  Mexico,  the  ruins  of  Palenque, 
and  the  archaeology  of  Central  America  ;  and  those  other  rare 
or  recent  works  which  illustrate  the  history  of  the  southern 
continent. 

Improvements  have  been  made  during  the  sp'ring  season  on 
the  grounds  of  the  Society.  The  belt  of  trees  flourishing  on 
the  front  of  the  Hall  has  been  extended  along  the  sides  and 
rear,  and  at  no  distant  period,  the  library  will  be  embowered 
amid  the  shade  of  evergreens,  forming  walls  of  perennial  ver- 
dure to  separate  the  still  retreat  of  the  antiquarian  from  the 
busy  stir  of  the  modern  world. 

Free  access  to  the  collections  has  been  permitted  to  visitors. 
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During  one  hour  of  each  day  the  halls  have  been  open  to 
every  citizen,  whether  attracted  by  curiosity  or  in  pursuit  of 
information  :  during  all  hours  they  have  been  accessible  to 
every  student  of  history  or  of  literature  who  sought  the  use 
of  the  library.  The  task  of  attendance  thus  imposed  on  the 
librarian  has  been  onerous.  It  has  been  believed  that  such 
liberality  would  secure,  as  it  would  merit,  the  favor  of  the 
public  for  an  institution  which  shared  its  benefits  freely  with 
the  whole  community. 

An  excellent  memoir  on  the  library  has  been  presented  to 
the  Council  by  the  Librarian,  Samuel  F.  Haven,  Esq.,  and  is 
communicated  to  the  Society  with  this  report,  it  explains  the 
accessions  made  during  the  past  semi-annual  period,  the  plans 
proposed  for  future  collections,  and  the  system  of  arrangement 
he  has  matured. 

The  extent  of  the  library  may  be  measured  with  some  accu- 
>racy  by  examining  the  catalogue  of  552  printed  pages,  enume- 
rating more  than  twelve  thousand  volumes  ;  the  value  would 
only  be  realized  by  diligent  inspection  of  the  alcoves  and 
study  in  the  halls. 

Among  the  oldest  books  in  the  collection,  are,  a  treatise  on 
natural  history,  unfortunately  divested  of  the  first  and  last 
sheets  which  might  verify  the  date  of  production ;  but  supposed, 
from  internal  evidence,  to  have  been  printed  as  early  as  1470, 
within  fifteen  years  after  the  invention  of  metal  types,  and 
only  forty  years  after  the  discovery  of  the  art  of  printing ;  full  of 
grotesque  cuts  of  the  animals,  plants,  and  minerals  described 
in  the  text,  strangely  rude  efforts  of  ilie  first. designers  for  the 
letter  press  of  Germany :  a  copy,  in  perfect  preservation,  of  the 
beautiful  Venitian  Bible  of  1476  :  the  "  Summa  Theologia," 
of  Raynerius,  magnificently  illuminated,  at  Venice,  in  1486 ; 
and  editions  of  the  holy  scriptures  in  many  languages,  esteem- 
ed to  be  rarities  of  typography. 

The  library  has  been  enlarged  by  a  gradual  but  regular  in- 
crease, year  by  year.  It  cannot  be  hoped  that  it-will  ever  be 
able  to  bear  favorable  comparison  in  the  amount  of  hterature 
or  science,  with  the  depositaries  of  the  works  of  the  learned, 
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founded  in  the  cities,  or  at  the  universities,  or  sustained  by 
the  patronage  of  the  federal  and  state  governments.  In  some 
departments,  however,  the  Society  may  be  considered  already 
rich. 

The  remains  of  the  libraries  of  the  Mathers,  were  many 
years  since  given  to  the  Society  :  many  "  lesser  composures  " 
of  tlie  fathers  of  New  England  were  preserved  by  these  men 
of  much  learning,  which  otherwise  might  have  perished. 
The  late  president,  Dr.  Isaiah  Thomas,  enjoyed  rare  advanta- 
ges for  gathering  the  works  of  American  authors,  and  presented 
all  his  collections.  A  large  bequest  of  German  periodicals 
and  books  was  made  by  the  will  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wilhani 
Bentley.  One  hundred  and  twenty-eight  volumes,  illustrative 
of  the  topography,  local  history,  and  antiquities  of  England 
and  Wales,  and  of  genealogy  and  heraldry,  were  recently  be- 
stowed by  the  President,  the  Hon.  Thomas  L.  Winthrop. 

About  fifteen  thousand  separate  tracts  have  been  bound  in 
1 ,035  volumes  of  pamphlets.  They  embrace  series  of  sermons, 
orations,  anniversary  discourses,  reports  of  societies,  festival 
addresses,  occasional  publications  on  religious  and  political 
controversies,  and  all  those  sheets  thrown  oft'  from  the  press, 
so  soon  perishing  unless  carefully  gathered,  but  wjiich  are  of 
singular  interest  in  illustrating  the  spirit  of  past  times. 

The  collection  of  newspapers  may  be  described  as  good, 
without  fear  of  exaggeration  :  there  are  1,251  volumes,  many 
of  them  embracing  two  or  three  annual  files  within  the  same 
covers.  Commencing  in  1704  with  the  News  Letter,  the  first 
of  the  newspapers  printed  in  North  America,  liie  series  of 
these  publications  down  to  the  revolution  of  1774,  is  probably 
more  full  and  perfect  than  any  other  in  the  United  States  : 
since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  it  is  extensive  and  of 
tolerable  completeness.  The  limitations  of  the  uses  of  the 
funds,  have  prevented  subscriptions  for  the  periodicals  of  our 
own  times,  and  it  has  been  necessary  to  depend,  for  the  most 
part,  on  the  generosity  of  individuals  for  the  increase  of  the 
stores  of  materials  for  the  history  of  the  present.  ,  By  the  great 
industry  and  perseverance  of  the  Librarian,  valuable  additions 
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have  been  made  to  this  department,  which  are  indicated  by  h\i 
report. 

The  efforts  of  the  same  officer,  directed  to  perfect  the  col- 
lection of  the  legislative  and  judicial  records  of  the  several 
states  of  the  union,  it  is  gratifying  to  learn,  have  been  crowned 
with  success.  It  is  understood,  although  not  certainly  known 
by  any  official  information,  that  the  series  of  public  documents 
of  Maine,  have  been  made  ready  for  transmission.  The  re- 
quests of  the  Society  for  the  aid  afforded  by  communicating 
public  papers,  have  never  been  denied  :  but  they  have  fre- 
quently been  delayed  and  postponed.  Should  the  object 
ever  be  accomplished,  the  student  and  statesman  may  be  ena- 
bled to  find,  gathered  in  one  place,  the  materials  for  the  his- 
tory of  legislation  and  jurisprudence,  and  comparing  the  laws 
of  the  sister  republics  with  each  other,  may  obtain  useful  hints 
for  social  improvement. 

The  Society  have  many  manuscripts  ;  among  them,  some 
which  are  rare  and  curious.  It  is  beUeved  that  these  treasures 
may  be  much  increased.  There  is  scarcely  a  family  of  the 
descendants  of  the  early  planters  coming  from  the  fountains 
of  population  in  the  old  world  to  spread  cultivation  and  im- 
provement over  the  western  continent,  who  have  not  files  and 
boxes  of  papers,  letters,  or  memorials  of  the  early  wars, 
illustrative  of  history  and  biography.  The  improved  diligence 
of  modern  writers  has  formed  a  just  appreciation  of  the  pecu- 
liar value  of  these  fragments,  which  other  societies  have  care- 
fully gathered.  It  is  believed  that  if  the  members  could  be 
interested  to  explore  the  treasures  of  the  garrets,  to  procure 
copies  of  old  records,  and  to  extract  original  writings  from 
the  places  of  their  repose,  that  a  collection  might  be  soon 
formed  having  extraordinary  interest. 

The  Cabinet  occupies  one  large  room,  and  has  been 
arranged  with  great  neatness.  Beside  an  extensive  collection 
of  foreign  and  native  minerals,  and  of  shells,  many  of  then"? 
of  singular  beauty  and  high  scientific  value,  but  not  peculiarly 
appropriate  to  the  objects  of  the  institution,  T^hcre  are  old 
specimens  of  the  arts  of  Peru  and  Mexico :  a  vast  number  of 


REPORT    OF    THE    COUNril,.  11 

implements,  utensils,  weapons,  and  ornaments  of  the  northern 
Indians,  and  some  most  interesting  memorials  of  the  planters 
:of  New  England,  and  of  the  patriots  of  the  revolution.  The 
coins  exceed  two  thousand  in  number ;  some  hundreds  bear 
the  impress  of  the  emperors  of  Rome :  there  are  many  stamped 
with  the  pine  tree  of  the  province  and  the  Indian  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  ;  and  most  of  those  which 
have  been  issued  in  the  several  American  States  are  preserved. 
Almost  every  variety  of  the  continental  currency  has  its  rep- 
resentative in  the  piles  of  paper  money. 

Among  the  portraits,  are  those  of  .John  Winthrop,  John 
Endicott,  Francis  Higginson,  John  Leverett,  John  Rogers, 
the  Mathers  from  the  ancestor  Richard  of  Dorchester,  Thos. 
Prince,  Gov  Burnett,  and  others  of  the  early  worthies  of 
New  England  ;  of  Doct.  Isaiah  Thomas  and  Hon.  Thomas 
3-1.  Winthrop,  the  presidents,  and  of  C.  C.  Baldwin,  the  late 
librarian,  among  the  benefactors  of  the  Society.  The  en- 
gravings and  maps  are  numerous,  and  some  of  them  are 
curious  specimens  of  the  arts  of  design. 

The  communications  proposed  by  Mr.  Haven  in  the  an- 
nexed report,  will  be  useful  in  directing  the  attention  of  those 
to  whom  they  are  addressed,  to  the  wants  of  the  Society, 
and  the  means  of  supply.  They  will  serve  to  apprise  each 
member  that  he  is  entitled  to  exercise  the  privilege  of  depos- 
iting his  own  Avorks,  and  any  rare  book,  or  curious  article 
Jield  by  himself  or  his  friends. 

The  statements  Avhich  have  been  made,  will  be  considered 

as  justifying  the  Council  in  congratulating  the  Society  on  the 

continued  prosperity  of  the  institution  ;  on  the  permanency  and 

/extent  of  its  foundation,  and  on  the  prospect  of  increasing 

-usefulness. 

For  the  Committee  of  the  Council, 

WILLIAM  LINCOLN. 
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The  Librarian  respectfully  submits  to  the  Council  of  the 
American  Antiquarian  Society  his  first  semi-annual  report  of 
the  year  1839. 

It  appears  from  the  entries  in  the  Book  of  Donations,  that, 
since  the  meeting  of  the  Society,  in  October,  four  hundred 
and  five  pamphlets,  and  fifty-nine  volumes  of  books,  have 
been  added  to  its  collections. 

This  enumeration  is  exclusive  of  such  public  documents  as 
are  regularly  received  from  Congress  or  from  State  Govern- 
ments. 

A  number  of  files  of.  valuable  newspapers  have  been  pre- 
sented, and  a  very  considerable  quantity  in  a  broken  and  mis- 
cellaneous condition. 

A  small  package  of  Roman  Coins,  received  from  Commo- 
dore Jesse  D.  Elliott,  through  the  hand  of  Governor  Lincoln — 
a  few  engravings — a  large  and  handsome  chart  of  George's 
shoal — several  smaller  plans — a  bundle  of  MSS.  sermons, 
preached  in  Salem  a  century  since — and  some  small  articles  for 
the  Cabinet,  complete  the  list  of  additions. 

Among  the  volumes  are  several  Scandinavian  works,  and 
old  northern  chronicles  of  Icelandic  and  Danish  history,  pre- 
sented by  Rev.  William  Barry  of  Framingham. 

The  Librarian  was  authorised  to  purchase,  of  the  same  gen- 
tleman, an  Icelandic  Dictionary,  offered  at  the  price  paid  by 
him  in  Copenhagen. 

For  the  moderate  sum  of  five  dollars,  a  comprehensive  Lex- 
icon, Icelandic  and  Latin,  containing  871   pages  quarto,  un- 
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bound,  an  Icelandic  Grammar,  and  a  copy  of  Snorre  Stnlc- 
son's  history,  in  Danish,  have  been,  accordingly,  transferred  to 
the  Society. 

These  volumes  were  collected,  some  years  since,  by  Mr. 
Barry,  in  Copenhagen,  while  engaged  in  investigations  relat- 
ing to  the  discovery  of  America  by  the  Northmen,  before  the 
time  of  Columbus.  Other  engagements  unfortunately  pre- 
vented the  completion  of  his  inquiries  ;  but  he  has  a  mass  of 
manuscript  notes  and  memoranda,  which  he  lias  been  prevail- 
ed upon  to  say,  shall,  when  leisure  permits,  be  put  into  a  con- 
nected shape,  and  communicated  to  the  Society. 

The  unarranged  Newspapers,  that  have  been  gradually  ac- 
cumulated in  a  detached  and  imperfect  state,  have  been  care- 
fully looked  over  and  sifted.  By  means  of  the  materials  al- 
ready in  possession,  with  the  aid  of  parcels  obtained  in  vari- 
ous quarters,  two  hundred  and  twenty  volumes  have  been 
made  so  nearly  perfect  as  to  justify  their  being  bound.  These 
have,  therefore,  been  put  into  a  neat  and  substantial  binding, 
and  form  a  valuable  increase  to  that  department  of  the  Libra- 
ry. Particular  pains  have  been  taken  to  continue  the  series  of 
those  papers  that  had  been  previously  preserved.  The  Bos- 
ton Courier  is  completed  to  the  close  of  1838.  The  Boston 
Gazette,  of  which  there  were  already  twenty-eight  volumes, 
extending  from  1719  to  1811,  has  been  continued  in  a  regular 
series,  to  1828.  The  Connecticut  Courant,  which  before  end- 
ed at  1791,  has  been  taken  up  again  at  1799  and  brought 
down  to  1835,  with  the  exception  of  the  years  1806,  1811-12* 
and  1832.  Spooner's  Vermont  Journal  has  been  continued 
in  regular  series  from  1803  to  1819.  There  have  been  added 
twenty  years  of  the  National  Intelligencer — eighteen  years  of 
the  National  Gazette — fourteen  of  the  United  States  Gazette 
— fourteen  of  the  New  York  Plerald,  and  thirteen,  each,  of  the 
Boston  Recorder,  the  Christian  Watchman,  and  the  Christian 
Register.  Other  papers,  of  value  as  the  organs  of  a  party,  or 
a  sect,  have  been  obtained  in  files  of  from  three  to  ten  years. 

*  The  volumes  for  1811  and  1812  have  been  since  obtained, 
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The  additional  shelves,  prepared  last  season  for  newspapers, 
are  not  quite  sufficient  for  this  increase. 

The  duty  of  arranging  the  Library  according  to  a  scientific 
method,  required  of  the  Librarian  by  the  by-laws,  has  been 
the  subject  of  much  consideration.  Efforts  have  been  made 
4;o  ascertain  what  systems  have  been  adopted  in  other  libraries, 
and  to  learn  the  views  of  persons  having  the  advantage  of 
experience.  The  result  is  a  conviction,  that,  only  a  very  gen- 
eral arrangement  of  books  upon  the  shelves  with  reference  to 
subjects,  is  practicable  or  expedient,  and  that  the  classification 
in  the  Librarian's  Catalogue  should  be  simple  and  comprehen- 
sive, it  is  often  less  difficult  to  find  a  book  under  a  general 
head,  than  to  trace  it  through  minute  subdivisions,  where  a 
difference  of  opinion  may  exist  as  to  the  propriety  of  its  posi- 
tion. An  exemplification  of  the  arrangement  proposed  by  the 
Librarian  for  his  book  of  entries,  accompanies  this  report.  It 
will  be  perceived,  that,  being  based  upon  the  great  objects  of 
the  Society,  viz.  to  ascertain  the  past,  preserve  the  present, 
and  keep  pace  with  the  progressive  history  of  America,  the 
titles  of  the  classes  have  relation  to  that  design  ;  the  minuter 
sub-division  bieing  that  of  dates  or  periods  of  time.  Foreign 
works,  and  others  not  affecting  our  history,  must  of  course 
be  placed  under  heads  appropriate  to  themselves,* 

In  connexion  with  this  arrangement  it  may  be  proper  to 
allude  to  the  means  now  in  operation  for  supplying  the  mate- 
rials for  the  several  departments  there  enumerated. 

In  regard  to  Antiquities,  properly  so  called,  no  definite 

*  This  classification  consists  of  three  comprehensive  9ivisions,  viz. 
1st,  Antiquities,  embracing  all  matters  antecedent  to  actual  history  ;  2d, 
General  History  ;  3(\,  Local  Historij  ; — and  thirteen  sub-divisions  of  the 
•two  last  named  heads,  viz.  History  of  Legislation — Judical  History — His- 
tory of  Parties,  or  Politics — Religious  History,  or  Rise  and  Progress  of 
Sects — History  of  Moral  and  Benevolent  Associations,  Listitutions,  and  En- 
terprises— History  of  Education — History  of  Arts  and  Sciences — History  of 
Trade  and  Manufactures — Military  History — Diplomatic  History—  Tabular 
History  or  Slatistics-^Geo graphical  History — and  Litet^ry  History,  or 
Literature.  All  documents  and  facts  relating  to  these,  being  placed  in  the 
order  of  the  periods  to  which  they  xefer. 
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fneasures  are  at  this  time  employed,  in  the  way  of  researcli  or 
discovery.  AV^ith  the  present  resources  of  the  Society,  it  is 
necessary,  perhaps,  ratlier  to  wait  for  opportunities  than  to 
form  plans  requiring  the  provision  of  means  for  their  execution. 

To  supply  the  departments  of  Legislative  and  Judicial 
history,  the  circular  alluded  to  in  the  Librarian's  last  report 
as  having  been  prepared  for  the  purpose,  has  been  forwarded 
to  the  several  governments  of  the  United  States,  in  the  hope 
that  the  examples  of  some  of  the  States  may  be  adopted  by 
all,  and  that  copies  of  all  documents,  published  by  legislative 
authority  or  requisition,  may  be  lodged  in  the  Library  of  tiiis 
Institution.  No  official  information  of  the  result  has  yet  been 
received. 

The  progressive  history  of  parties,  religious  sects,  moral 
and  benevolent  associations  and  enterprises,  education, 
arts  and  sciences,  &fc.,  may,  to  a  considerable  extent,  be 
found  in  the  newspapers,  reports,  occasional  addresses,  and 
magazines,  that  are  collected  and  preserved  for  this  purpose. 
Fortunately,  almost  every  association,  or  party,  has  now  its 
periodical  organ,  for  explaining  and  enforcing  its  plans  and 
principles.  The  most  important  of  these,  at  least  in  our  own 
vicinity,  will  probably  find  their  way  into  the  Antiquarian 
Library  without  great  expense  to  the  Society. 

The  disposition  among  associations,  authors,  and  editors,  to 
deposite  their  publications  in  the  Library,  is  apparently  in- 
creasing. The  American  Colonization  Society,  the  American 
Education  Society,  the  Massachusetts  Anti-Slavery  Society, 
the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Courier,  and  the  Editor  of  the 
Christian  Watchman,  continue  to  transmit  their  publications 
as  they  are  issued.  In  other  cases  voluntary  propositions 
have  been  made  to  preserve  papers  with  a  view  of  depositing 
them  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  Wisconsin  Enquirer,  anew 
paper,  the  first  in  that  young  territory,  and  the  organ  of  its 
government,  is  constantly  sent  by  some  unknown  friend. 

The  value  of  these  store-houses  of  facts  and  incidents,  is 
diminished  by  the  quantity  of  extraneous  matter  by  which 
these  facts  are  surrounded  and  buried.     If  it  were  practicable 
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to  obtain  the  leading  periodicals  of  our  country,  religious, 
political,  literary  and  scientific,  as  they  are  issued,  it  would  be 
easy  for  the  Librarian  to  preserve  an  index  7'erum  of  impor- 
tant matters  found  in  them,  having  a  bearing  upon  our  history, 
by  means  of  references  placed  under  those  heads  to  which 
the  subjects  relate.  A  valuable  collection  of  references  to 
minor  historical  materials  might  thus  be  gradually  accumu- 
lated. 

In  compliance  with  the  wish,  expressed  by  the  Royal  Geo- 
graphical Society  of  London,  to  be  admitted  to  an  interchange 
of  Transactions,  the  Librarian,  as  directed  by  the  Council, 
made  up  a  package  of  books,  consisting  of  the  Transactions 
and  Catalogue  of  this  Society,  Thomas'  History  of  Printing, 
Lincoln's  History  of  Worcester,  and  the  Worcester  Magazine, 
and  committed  it  to  the  kindness  of  George  Bancroft,  Esq., 
Collector  of  the  Port  of  Boston,  for  a  chance  of  safe  and  direct 
transmission  to  that  learned  Association. 

In  concluding  this  report,  the  Librarian  begs  leave  to  sug- 
gest the  expediency  of  furnishing  each  member  of  the  Anti- 
quarian Society  with  a  sheet  containing  the  heads  into  which 
its  collections  are  divided,  with  the  request,  that  as  books  or 
documents  appropriate  to  its  objects,  come  to  their  knowledge, 
the  titles,  price,  and  the  place  where  they  are  to  be  found,  may 
be  entered  under  the  head  to  which  the  works  respectively 
belong.  If  such  memoranda  were  annually  returned  to  the 
Librarian  from  different  sections  of  the  country,  information, 
difficult  to  be  procured  by  other  means,  and  very  important  to 
the  design  of  the  Society,  would  be  obtained.  This  measure 
would  impose  on  members  no  troublesome  or  laborious  duty, 
while  its  tendency  would  be  to  keep  alive  a  remembrance  of 
their  connexion  with  this  Institution,  and  an  interest  in  its 
progress. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  F.  HAVEN,  Librarian-. 
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Benjamin  Abbott,  LL.  D. 
Prof.  Ebenezer  Adarhs, 
*Hon.  John  Adams,     , 
^Nathaniel  Adams,  Esq. 
*Gen.  Roger  Alden, 
Rev.  Timothy  Alden,  D.  D., 
*Benjamin  Allen,  LL.  D. 
Hon.  Charles  Allen, 
Rev.  Joseph  Allen, 
Rev.  William  Allen,  D.  D.. 
Ebenezer  T.  Andrews,  Esq. 
*Rev.  Jesse  Appleton,  D.  D., 
Hon.  Charles  H.  Atherton, 
Caleb  Atwater,  Esq. 
*Christopher  C.  Baldwin,  Esq. 
*Loammi  Baldwin,  Esq. 
*Rev.  Aaron  Bancroft,  D.  D 
George  Bancroft,  Esq. 
*John  Chandler  Bancroft, 
*Hon.  Edward  Bangs, 


Exeter,  N.  H. 
Hanover,  N.  H. 
Quincy. 

Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
Meadvillc,  Pa. 

Hyde  Park,  N.  Y 
Worcester. 
Northboro.' 
JBrunswick,  3Ie. 
Boston. 

Brunszciclc,  Me. 
Amherst,  N.  H. 
Columhiis,  Ohio 
Worcester . 
Charlestown. 
Worcester. 
Boston. 
Worcester. 


NAMES   or  :\IEMBF.ns. 


♦Edward  D.  Bangs,  Esq. 

=*Hon.  Josiah  Bartlett,  M.  D. 

Hon.  Levi  Bartlett, 

*Prof.  Benjamin  Smith  Barton,  M.  D., 

William  Barton,  Esq. 

*Hon.  James  A.  Bayard, 

Hon.  William  Baylies, 

*Rev.  William  Bentley,  D.  D. 

Hon.  Abijah  Bigelow, 

♦Abraham  Bigelow,  Esq. 

Rev.  Andrew  Bigelow, 

*Hon.  Timothy  Bigelow, 

Rev.  Gideon  Blackburn,  D.  D. 

*Hon.  Francis  Blake, 

William  Blanding,  LL.  D. 

William  Bond, 

*  James  Bowdoin,  Esq. 

*Hon.  Jabez  Bowen, 

*Ward  N.  Boylston,  Esq. 

John  Leeds  Bozman,  Esq. 

Hon.  Samuel  A.  Bradley, 

*01iver  Bray,  Esq. 

Rev.  John  Brazer,  D.  D. 

Henry  M.  Breckenridge,  Esq. 

Hon.  Samuel  W.  Bridgham, 

*Hon.  Elijah  Brigham, 

*Hon.  John  Brooks,  M.  D.  LL.  D. 

*Rev.  Francis  Brown,  D  D., 

*Hon.  James  Brown, 

*Moses  Brown,  Esq. 

Nieholas  Brown,  Esq. 

Samuel  M.  Burnside,  Esq. 

*Hon.  James  Burrill, 

MattheAv  Carey,  Esq. 

*Hon.  Charles  Carroll,  LL.  D. 

*Right  Rev.  John  Carroll,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  LL.  D., 

*Rev.  John  Chester,  D.  D.      . 

Abraham  Clarke,  M.  D. 

*Hon.  William  Clarke, 


IVurccste)'. 
Charlestown . 
Concord,  N.  II. 
Philaddpliia. 
Lancaster,  Pa. 
Wilmington,  Del. 
Bridgcwatcr. 
Salem. 

'Worcester. 

Cambridge. 

Taunton. 

Medford. 

Nashville,  Tenn. 

W^orcester. 

Philadelphia. 

Dorchester. 

Boston. 

Providence. 

Princeton. 

Dcdtimore. 

Portland,  Me. 

te  (c 

Scdtm. 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Providence. 

Westborough. 

Medford. 

Hanover,  N.  If. 

Neio  Oi'leans. 

Providence. 
It 

Worcester. 
Providence. 
Philadelphia. 
Carrollton,  Md. 
Bedtimore. 
U.  States. 
Albany. 
Ncioark,  N.  J. 
St.  Louis,  Mo. 
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*Hon.  John  E.  Howard, 

*Hon.  David  Humphreys,  LL.  D. 

*Rev.  James  Inglis,  D,  D. 

Washington  Irving,  LL.  D. 

Eleazer  James,  Esq. 

*Hon.  John  Jay, 

Peter  A.  Jay,  Esq.,  LL.  D. 

*Hon.  Thomas  Jefferson,  LL.  D. 

Rev.  William  Jenks,  D.  D. 

Samuel  Jennison,  Esq. 

*John  Coffin  Jones, 

*Hon.  William  Jones, 

Hon.  James  Kent,  LL.  D. 

*Hon.  Rufus  King,  LL.  D. 

Rev.  John  T.  Kirkland,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 

*Rev.  John  Lathrop,  D.  D. 

*John  Lathrop,  Jr.,  Esq. 

*Col.  Tobias  Lear, 

*Hon.  Enoch  Lincoln, 

*Hon.  Levi  Lincoln, 

Hon.  Levi  Lincoln,  LL.  D. 

William  Lincoln,  Esq. 

*Hon.  Brockholst  Livingston,  LL.  D. 

*Hon.  James  Lloyd,  LL.  D. 

Nathaniel  Lord,  Esq. 

Rev.  Charles  Lowell,  D.  D. 

*Hon.  Daniel  Lyman, 

*Jonathan  H.  Lyman,  Esq. 

*Rev.  Joseph  Lyman,  D.  D. 

*Nathaniel  Maccarty,  Esq. 

William  Maclure,  Esq. 

*Capt.  Hugh  M'Call, 

James  H.  M'Culloch,  Jr.,  M.  D. 

*Prof.  Joseph  M'Kean,  LL.  D. 

John  A.  M'Kinney, 

Alexander  K.  Marshall, 

*Hon.  John  Marshall,  LL.  D. 

Hon.  Jeremiah  Mason,  LL.  D. 

*Rev.  John  M.  Masop,  D.  D. 

James  Mease,  M,  D. 


Baltimore. 

New  Haven,  Conn. 

Baltimore. 

Neiu  York. 

Worcester. 

Bedford,  N.  Y. 

New  York. 

Monticello,  Va. 

Boston. 

Worcester. 

Boston. 

Providence. 

New  York. 

(C 

Boston. 


Washington. 
Portland,  Me. 
Worcester. 


New  York. 
Boston. 
Ipswich. 
Boston. 
Providence. 
Northampton. 
Hatfield. 
Worcester. 
■Philadelphia. 
Savannah. 
Baltimore. 
Cambridge. 
Rogersvillc,  Tcnn. 
Washington,  Ky. 
llichmond. 
Boston. 
New  York. 
Philadelphia. 
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Pliny  Merrick,  Esq. 

Hon.  James  C.  Merrill, 

Rev.  Samuel  Miller,  D.  D. 

*IIon.  Elijah  II.  Mills, 

*Hon.  Samuel  L.  Mitchell,  M.  D.,  LL.  D. 

*non.  James  Munroe,  LL.  D. 

lion.  Jesse  Moore, 

*Hon.  Gouverncur  Morris,  LL.  D. 

*Rev.  Jedidiah  Morse,  D.  D. 

Rev.  Henry  A.  Blulilenburgli,  D.  D. 

*Rev.  William  Nasli, 

Hon.  Rejoice  Newton, 

Amasa  Paine,  Esq. 

Hon.  Elijah  Paine,  LL.  D. 

Frederick  W.  Paine,  Esq. 

Hon.  Nathaniel  Paine, 

♦William  Paine,  M.  D. 

*Rev.  Elijah  Parish,  D.  D. 

John  Park,  M.  D. 

*Hon.  Isaac  Parker,  LL.  D. 

Rev.  Francis  Parkman,  D.  D. 

*Hoa.  Theophilus  Parsons,  LL.  D. 

*Hon.  John  Phillips, 

*Hon.  William  Phillips, 

Hon.  John  Pickering,  LL.  D. 

Rev.  John  Pierce,  D.  D. 

*Hon.  Charles  C.  Pinckney,  LL.  D. 

Gen.  Thomas  Pinckney, 

Hon.  Timothy  Pitkin,  LL.  D. 

Hon.  William  Plumer, 

Jacob  Porter,  M.  D. 

*Rev.  John  Prince,  LL.  D. 

William  H.  Prescott,  Esq. 

Hon.  Josiah  Q,uincy,  LL.  D. 

Dudley  H.  Rhodes,  Esq. 

*Rev.  John  II.  Rice,  D.  D. 

Obadiah  Rich,  Esq. 

*Hon.  Edward  H.  Robbius, 

*Rcv.  Samuel  P.  Robbins, 

Rev.  Thomas  Robbius,  D.  D. 


IVorccstcr. 
Jioston. 

Princeton,  N.  J. 
Northampton. 
New  York. 
Oak  Hill,  Va. 
Mcadvillc,  Pa. 
Morrisunia,  N.  Y. 
Charlcstown. 
Philadelphia. 
West  Boyhton. 
Worcester. 
Troy,  N.  Y. 
Williamstoicn,  Vt. 
Worcester. 


Byficld. 

Worcester. 

Boston, 
ti 

« 

tt 

Brooklinc. 
Charleston^  S.  C. 

(e 

Farmington,  Conn. 
Epping,  N.  H. 
Plainjicld. 
Salem. 
Boston. 
Cambridge. 
Zanesville,  Ohio. 
Prince  Ed.  Co.,  Va. 
Port  Mahon,  Minorca. 
Milton. 

Marietta,  Ohio. 
Mattaj)oisct. 


13 


NAMES    OF    MEMBERS. 


Hon.  Benjamin  Russell, 

*Hon.  Winthrop  Sargent, 

*Samucl  Savage,  M.  D. 

Henry  R.  Schoolcraft,  Esq. 

*Hon.  Samuel  Sevvall,  LL.  D. 

Lemuel  Shattuck,  Esq. 

*Charles  Shaw,  Esq. 

*William  S.  Shaw,  Esq.. 

*Hon,  James  Sheafe, 

Rev.  David  A,  Sherman, 

Prof.  Benjamin  Silliman,  LL.  D 

Hon.  David  Smith, 

Hon.  Jeremiah  Smith,  LL.  D. 

Nathaniel  G.  Snelling,  Esq. 

Prof.  Jarcd  Sparks,  LL.  D. 

*NathanieI  Spooner,  Esq. 

*Hon.  William  Stedman, 

Hon.  Joseph  Story,  LL.  D. 

*Hon.  Caleb  Strong,  LL.  D, 

Hon.  Bezaleel  Taft,  Jr. 

*"Hon.  George  Thacher, 

*Caleb  Thaxter,  Esq. 

*Isaiah  Thomas,  LL.  D. 

*Isaiah  Thomas,  Esq. 

Isaiah  Thomas,  Esq. 

*Hon.  Joshua  Thomas, 

Abraham  R.  Thompson,  M,  D. 

Hon.  John  Thompson, 

*Hon.  Charles  Thomson, 

*Nicholas  Tillinghast,  Esq. 

*Hon,  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  LL.  D, 

*Rcv.  Benjamin  Trumbull, 
Ichabod  Tucker,  Esq. 
*Hon.  William  Tudor, 
*Dudley  A.  Tyng,  LL.  D. 
*non.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer. 
*Thomas  Walcut,  Esq. 
Hon.  Daniel  Waldo, 
Thomas  W.  Ward,  Ebci- 


Boston. 
Natchez,  Miss 
Barnstable, 
Detroit,  31ich. 
Marhlchcad. 
Boston. 


Portsmouth;  N.  H 

Knoxvillc,  Tain 

Nao  Haven. 

Columbus,  Ohio. 

Exeter,  N.  H 

Boston. 

Cambridge. 

Plymouth. 

Newburyport. 

Cambridge. 

Northampton. 

Uxbridge. 

Biddeford,  Me. 

Hingham. 

Worcester. 

Boston. 

Cincinnati. 

Plymouth. 

Charlcstown. 

Chillicothe,  Ohio, 

Loioer  Merion,  Pa. 

Taunton. 

TompMnsville,  Stat- 

en  Island,  N.  Y. 
North  Haven,  Conn 
Salem. 
Boston.   . 
Newburyport. 
Albany. 
Bo^on. 

IVorccsitr  < 

Boston. 
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Emory  Washburn,  Esq. 

♦Hon.  Bushrod  Washington,  LL.  D. 

Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  LL.  D. 

*Redford  Webster,  M.  D. 

Hon.  Henry  Whcaton,  LL.  D. 

Theophilus  Wheeler,  Esq. 

*Kilborn  Whitman,  Esq. 

Joseph  Willard,  Esq. 

Rev.  Samuel  Willard,  D.  D. 

*non.  Hugh  Williamson,  M.  D.,  LL.  D. 

Rev.  Robert  G.  Wilson,  D.  D. 

*Isaac  Winslow,  M.  D. 

*Hon.  James  Winthrop,  LL.  D. 

Hon.  Thomas  L.  Winthrop,  LL.  D. 

*Hon.  William  Winthrop, 

Hon.  Robert  C.  Winthrop, 


Worcester. 

Mount  Vernon,  Va. 

Boston. 
<< 

New  Yorli. 

Worcester. 

Pembroke. 

Boston. 

Ilingham. 

Ncio  York. 

ChiUicotlic,  Ohio 

Plymouth. 

Cambridge. 

Boston. 

Cambridge. 

Boston. 


FOREIGN    MEMBERS. 


DENMARK. 


Finn  Magnuson, 

Prof.  Charles  Christian  Rafn, 

*Prof.  William  Schlegel, 


Copenhagen 


it 


FRANCE. 

*Marquis  de  la  Fayette, 

La  Grange 

*Viscount  de  Chateaubriand, 

Paris. 

Baron  L'Escalies, 

(e 

Baron  Alexander  Humboldt, 

(( 

Duke  do  Montmorency, 

(( 

Mons.  Cesar  Moreau, 

{< 

Baron  Antoine  J.  S.  de  Sacy, 

(i 

M.  Raoul  Rochette,  •' 

(C 

GREAT    BRITAIN. 

Robert  Anderson,  M.  D. 

Sir  David  Brewster,  LL.  D,,  F.  R.  S. 

Six  William  Bcthunc, 


Scotland. 
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*Prof.  Thomas  Brown,  M.  D.  Scotland 
Alexander  Brunton,  D.  D.  «* 

The  Earl  of  Buchan,  " 

*Rcv.  Adarn  Clarke,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  F.  R.  S.  England. 
*John  Cranch,  Esq.  " 

Sir  Nicholas  Harris  Nicolas,  " 

John  Bickerton  Williams,  LL.  D.  " 

John  Jamieson,  D,  D.  Scotland. 

Thomas  Parke,  Esq.  England. 
*Sir  Thomas  S.  Raffles, 
Robert  Southey,  LL.  D. 
*The  Earl  of  Stanhope, 


Jasper  Livingston,  Esq. 
Roderick  McKenzie,  Esq. 


Jamaica,  W.  I. 
Montreal^  L.  C. 


GERMANY. 

*Prof.  Christopher  D.  Ebeling, 
*Prof.  John  Scvcrin  Vater, 


Hamhurg. 
Halle. 


ITALY. 

Carlo  Giuseppe  Gugliclmo  Botta,  M.  D. 


Turin. 


*Henry  Gahn,  Esq. 


Col.  Juan  Galindo. 


SWEDEN. 


CENTRAL    AMERICA. 


SOUTH    AMERICA. 


*Gen.  Siaon  Bolivar. 
*Gregorio  Funes,  D.  D. 
Don  Manuel  Moreno. 
Don  Manuel  L.  Vidaurrc. 


M.  George  Argyropoulos, 
George  Finlay,  Esq. 
Prof  Lewis  Ross, 


GREECi; 


Athens. 
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Rev.  John  J.  Robertson,  Syria. 

M.  Alexander  Rizo  Rangabi,  Athens. 

M.  Constantino  D.  Schinas,  " 

PRUSSIA. 

Prof.  Edward  Gerhard,  Berlin. 

SWITZERLAND. 

Prof.  C.  A.  Brandis,  Bonne. 


OFFICERS 

OF   THE 

AMERICAN  ANTiaUARIAN  SOCIETY, 

ELECTED    OCTOBER   23,    1838. 


PRESIDENT. 

Hon.  Thomas  L.  Wintiiuop,  LL    D 

VICE     PRESIDENTS. 

Hon.  John  Davis,  LL.  D. 
Hon.  Joseph  Story,  LL.  D. 

COUNSELLORS. 

Hon.  Benjamin  Russell,  John  Park,  M.  D. 

Hon.  Levi  Lincoln,  LL.  D.  Frederic  W.  Paine,  Esq 

Hon.  James  C.  Merrill,  John  Green,  M.  D. 

Rev.  Charles  Lowell,  D.  D.  Joseph  Willard,  Esq. 

Samuel  M.  Burnside,  Esq.  Emory  Washburn,  Esq, 

secretaries. 
His  Excellency  Edward  Everett,  LL.  D.,  Foreign 

Correspondence. 
William  Lincoln,  Esq..  Domestic  Correspondence, 
Hon.  Rejoice  Newton,  Recording  Secretary. 

TREASURER. 

Samuel  Jennison,  Esq. 

committee   of   puelication 
John  Park,  M.  D. 
William  Lincoln,  Esq. 
Alfred  D.  Foster,  Esq. 

L  I  B  R  A  Pv  I  A  N  . 

Samuel  F.  Haven,  Esq. 


PROCEEDINGS 


or 


THE 


AMERICAN 


ANTIQUARIAN  SOCIETY, 


AT 


THEIR  FIFTY-SECOND 


SEMI-ANNUAL  MEETING, 


HELD    AT 


BOSTON, 


MAY  SI,  184^. 


WORCESTER: 
PRINTED    BY    JOSEPH    B.    HIPLEY. 

1843. 


OFFICERS 

OF    THE, 

AMERICAN  ANTIQUARIAN  SOCIETY, 

ELECTED  OCT.  23,  1843. 
PRESIDENT. 

Hon.  Edward  Everett,  LL.  D. 

VICE  PRESIDENTS. 

Hon.  John  Davis,  LL.  D. 
Hon.  Joseph  Story,  LL.  D. 

COUNSELLORS. 

Hon.  Benjamin  Russell,  Frederick  W.  Paine,  Esq. 

Hon.  Levi  Lincoln,  LL.  D.,  John  Green,  M.  D., 

Hon.  James  C  Merrill,  Joseph  Willard,  Esq., 

Rev.  Charles  Lowell,  D.  D.,  Hon.  Emory  Washburn, 

Samuel  M.  Burnside,  Esq.,  Stephen  Salisbury,  Esq. 

SECRETARIES. 
Hon.  John  Pickering,    LL.  D.,  Foreign  Correspondence. 
Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Esq.  Bomesiic  Correspondence. 
Hon.  Rejoice  Newton,  Recording  Secretary. 

TREASURER. 

Samuel  Jennison,  Esq. 

COMMITTEE  OF  PUBLICATION. 

John  Park,  M.  D., 
Wm.  Lincoln,  Esq. 
Alfred  D.  Foster,  Esq. 

LIBRARIAN. 

Samuel  F.  Haven,  Esq. 


MEKICAN  ANTIQUAKIAN  SOCIETY, 


Vol.  I.  WCAV,  1843.  No.  I. 


PROCEEDINGS 

SEMI-AxNNUAL    MEETING, 

MAY    THIRTY-FIRST,  1843. 


The  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  was  held 
at  theTremont  House,  in  Boston,  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  May,  1843,  be- 
ing the  last  Wednesday  of  that  month,  which  for  many  years  previous  to 
the  revision  of  the  constitution  of  Massachusetts,  had  been  appointed  for 
the  organization  of  the  government  of  the  commonwealth,  and  the  qualifi- 
cation of  the  executive  officers.  The  day  had  long  been  observed  as  a 
great  public  festival,  and  it  seemed  appropriate  that  those  who  desired  to 
preserve  the  memory  of  the  ancient  customs,  and  to  cherish  the  pure  prin- 
ciples of  former  times,  should  observe  the  old  anniversarj-. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  President,  and  of  the  Hon. 
John  Davis,  and  Hon.  Joseph  Story,  Vice  Presidents,  the  Rev.  Doct. 
Charles  Lowell  was  chosen  to  preside. 

The  Council  presented  a  brief  general  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
funds,  library,  and  concerns  of  the  Institution,  which  were  all  represented 
as  being  in  a  safe  and  flourishing  condition,  accompanied  by  detailed  re- 
ports of  the  Treasurer  and  Librarian. 

FUNDS. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer  exhibits  the  condition  of  the  several  funds 
to  be  as  follows  : 

1.  Balance  of  Library   Fund,         -         -         -         -         13,542,92 

2.  Balance  of  Funds  for  purchase  of  Books  and 

general  Research,  _         _         -         -         -  9,145,14 

3.  Balance  of  Reserved  Fund,         _         -         -         -  2,631,60 

4.  Mortgages  in  Dixmont,  "         '         '         7  '    tnn' 

5.  Middlebury  estate,  .        -        -        -        '  SOO, 

$  26,919,66 
Showing  an  increase  of  the  available   pecuniary  funds  of  the  Institution, 
since  October  last,  of  more  than  five,  hundred  dollars. 


DONATIONS. 


LI  BR  AR  Y. 


The  Report  of  the  Librarian  gave  full  details  of  the  number,  extent,  and 
nature  of  the   additions   made  to  the  collections   since  the   last   meeting. 

"The  accumulations,  since  last  October,  have  been  quite  equal  to  those 
which  former  Reports  have  exhibited  as  occuring  in  similar  periods  of  time. 
The  number  of  books,  of  all  sorts,  added  to  the  Library,  is  one  hundred 
nnd  thirty  two;  and  the  number  of  pamphlets,  of  every  description,  six  hun- 
dred and  ninety  six. 

It  has  been  usual  while  presenting  to  the  Council  a  statement  of  accces- 
sions,  to  give  a  more  particular  description  of  their  character.  They  are 
accordingly  divided  into  classes,  not  intended  to  be  very  minute  or  exact,  but 
sufficiently  distinct,  perhaps,  for  the  purpose  in  view. 

Of  the  volumes,  10  are  Statistical;  32  relate  to  the  Arts  and  Sciences; 
27  belong  to  Jurisprudence,  Government,  or  Politics;  25  are  Theological  or 
Ethical;  19  belong  to  the  department  of  Belles  Letters;  and  14  are  His- 
torical. Three  volumes  of  ancient  account  books,  and  a  bound  volume  of 
newspapers  complete  the  number. 

Of  the  pamphlets,  156  are  Statistical;  17  relate  to  the  Arts  and  Sciences; 
61  belong  to  Jurisprudence,  Government,  or  Politics;  339  are  Theologi- 
cal or  Ethical;  64  belong  to  the  department  of  Belles  Letters;  14  are  His- 
torical; and  45  are  not  classified. 

There  have  also  been  added  to  the  collections  eight  engravings,  two 
cabinet  articles,  a  handsome  antique  chair,  and  files  of  the  following  news- 
papers :  The  Boston  tri-weekly  Courier,  the  Hampshire  Gazette,  the  New 
York  Churchman,  the  weekly  Boston  Courier,  the  semi-weekly  Boston 
Advertiser,  the  Christian  Register,  the  semi-weekly  Boston  Atlas,  the  Far- 
mers Monthly  Visitor,  the  Worcester  Spy,  and  the  Worcester  ^gis.  Some  of 
tliese  papers,  are  received, periodically,  as  are  the  following  Magazines  : 
The  Merchant's  Magazine,  the  Spirit  of  Missions,  the  Quarterly  Register, 
and  the  Millennial  Harbinger." 

A  more  particular  statement  of  the  donations  included  in  this  general 
abstract  was  submitted  by  him,  which  follows. 

DOXATIONS. 

Treasurie  of  Auncient  and  Moderne  Times.  Being  the  learned  col- 
lections, judicious  readings,  and  memorable  observations,  notonely  divine, 
moral!  and  philosophicall ;  but  also  poeticall,  martiall,  politicall,  histori- 
cal!, Astrological!  &c.,  translated  out  of  that  worthy  Spanish  Gentleman 
Pedro  Mexia,  &c.,  fol.  Lend.  1G19. 

From  Mrs.  R.  Means,  Lowell. 

History  of  the  North  Church,  in  New  Haven.  By  Sam'l  W.  S.  But- 
ton.   8vo,  New  Haven,  1842. 

From  A.  H.  Maltby,  JSTew  Haven,  Conn. 
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Mantell's  Wonders  of  Geology.    2  vols.,  l2mo,  Lend,  and  New  Ha- 
ven. 

From  the  same. 

Oration  before  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society,  at  New  Haven.    By  S. 
Henry  Dickson,  M.  D.    8vo,  New  Haven,  1842. 

From  the  same. 

Address  before  the  Alumni  of  Yale  College,  Aug.  17,  1842.    By  Prof. 
Silliman.    8vo,  New  Haven,  1841. 

From  the  same. 

Catalogus  Collegii  Yalensis.    Svo,  New  Haven,  1841. 

From  the  same. 

Catalogue  of  the  Officers  and  Students  of  Yale  College,  1842—3. 
Svo,  New  Haven,  1842. 

From  the  same. 

Bulletin  de  la  Societ6  de  Geographie,  Paris,  2d  serie.    Svo,  Tome  17, 
1842. 

From  the  Geographical  Society  of  Paris. 

Quakerism  not  Christianity.  By  Samuel  Hanson  Cox,  D.  D.  Svo, 
Boston,  1833. 

From  Rev.  S.  H.  Cox,  D.  D.,  Brooklyn  JV.  Y. 

Theopneuston,  or  Select  Scriptures  considered.  By  Samuel  Hanson 
Cox,  D.  D.    16mo,  New  York,  1842. 

From  the  same. 

Letter  from  the  Committee  ad  interim,  to  the  Bishops,  Ruling  Elders 
and  Deacons,  &-c.,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  of 
America-    Svo,  Phil.,  1842. 

From  the  same. 

Transactions  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society,  vol  S,  new  series 
parts  n  and  HI.    4to,  Phil.  1842. 

From  the  Jim.  Phil.  Society. 

Proceedings  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society,  vol  2d,  Nos.  23 

24,  and  25. 

From  the  same. 

The  Gentleman  Farmer,  or  Observations  by  an  English  Gentleman, 
upon  tlie  husbandry  in  Flanders,  as  compared  with  that  of  England, 
16mo,  Lend.,  172G. 

From  William  Lincoln,  Esq. 

Gazetteer  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  with  a  succinct  history  of  the 
State,  &.C.,  l2mo,  Detroit,  1838. 

From  B.  F.  Thomas,  Esq. 

Proceedings  of  the  United  States  Antimasonic  Convention,  held  at 
Philadelphia,  Sept.  11  1830,  with  the  reports,  debates,  and  an  address  to 
to  the  people.    Svo,  1830. 

From  the  same. 

Boston  Almanac  for  1839  and  1841;  and  one  hundred  and' four  Miscel- 
laneous Pamphlets. 

From  the  same. 

The  Defence  of  the  Reformed  Catholike  against  Doct.  Bishop's  sec- 
ond part  of  the  Reformation  of  a  Catholike,  as  tlie  same  was  first  guile- 
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fully  published,  &c.    By   R.  Abbot,  Doctor  of  Divinity.    4to,  Lond., 
1609. 

From  Adolphus  Sibley. 
Two  Bills,  Vermont  Revolutionary  Currency. 

From  Henry  Stevens,  Esq.,  Vt. 

Two  of  the  same,  and  one  specimen  of  Virginia  Revolutionary  Cur- 
rency. 

From  Maturin  L.  Fisher,  Esq.,  Vt. 

Ledger  and  Day  Book  of  John  Childs,  and  the  Day  Book  of  Dodd  & 
Goulding,  exhibiting  the  business  of  Country  Merchants  about  the  peri- 
od of  the  Revolution. 

From  Charles  Chaffin,  Esq. 
Twenty  volumes  United  States  Public  Documents. 

From  the  United  States  Department  of  State. 

Two  volumes  Massachusetts  Public  Documents. 

From  the  Sec'y  of  State  of  Mass'tts. 
The  Globe  (newspaper)  Washington,  1839 — 40,  bound. 

From  Maturin  L.  Fisher,  Esq. 

Journal  and  Letters  of  the  late  Samuel  Curwen,  Judge  of  Admiralty, 
&c.,  an  American  Refugee  in  England,  from  1775  to  1784,  with  bio<» 
graphical  notices,  by  George  Atkinson  Ward,     Bvo,  New  York,  1842. 

From  George  Folsom,  Esq.,  JV.  Y. 

Mexico  in  1842,  with  a  Map.    16rao,  New  York,  1842. 

From  the  same. 

Debates  of  the  House  of  Commons,  in  the  year  1774,  on  the  bill  for 
making  more  effectual  provision  for  tlie  government  of  the  Province  of 
Quebec.  Drawn  up  from  the  notes  of  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Henry  Caven- 
dish, &c.,  with  a  Map  of  Canada.    Bvo,  Lond.,  1839. 

From  the  same. 

Collections  of  the  Georgia  Historical  Society,  vol.  2d.  Svo,  Savan- 
nah, 1842. 

From  the  Society. 

Journal  des  Travaux  de  la  Soci6t6  Fran<jaise  de  Statistique  Univer- 
selle,  3me  Serie,  5  vols.    8vo,  Paris,  1836—1840. 

From  the  Statistical  Society  of  France. 
History  of  the  United  States,  from   the  discovery  of  the  American 
Continent.    By  George  Bancroft.    ICth  ed. 

From  the  Author. 

Memoir  of  C^sar  Moreaux,  de  Marseille.    Svo,  Paris,  1841. 

From  Cesar  Moreau. 

Lithograph  Portrait  of  C6sar  Moreau,  founder  of  the  Statistical  Soci- 
ety of  France,  &c. 

From  the  same. 

Engraved  Heads  of  Johann  Von  Leyden,  Johann  Faust,  Albrecht 
Durer,  Jacobus  Callot,  Quintinus  Mesius  Anverpianus,  and  Johann  Von 
Eyck. 

From  Rev.  John  Weiss. 

Speeches,  Documents,  &c ,  (Congressional.) 

From  Hon.  Charles  Hudson,  M.  C. 
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Two  Discourses  on  the  occasion  of  Uic  two-hnndredth  anniversary  of 

the  gathering  of  the  1st  Cong.  Church,  Quincy,  Mass.,  with  an  appendix. 

By  Wm.  P.  Lunt.    8vo,  Boston,  1840. 

From  the  Author. 

Inaugural  Address  of  the  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  LL.  D.,  President  of 
tlie  N.  Y.  Historical  Society.    8vo,  New  York,  1843. 

Fromtlie  JV.  Y.  Hist.  Society. 

Proceedings  in  the  Municipal  Court  in  the  city  of  Boston,  occasioned 
by  the  death^of  the  Hon.  Peter  O.  Thacher,  late  Judge  of  that  Court; 
with  a  sketch  of  his  Judicial  character,  by  Hon.  John  M.  Williams, 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.    Bvo,  Boston,  1843. 

From  the  City. 

The  Annual  Catalogue  of  Books,  Ancient  and  Modern,  for  sale   by 

Little  &  Brown,  Boston.    8vo,  1842. 

From  Little  ^  Brown. 

Murray's  Catalogue  of  recent  publications.    4to,  Lond.,  1842. 

From  the  same. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Perkins  Institution  and  Massachusetts  Asylum 

for  the  Blind. 

From  the  Rev.  Francis  Parkman,  D.  D. 

Catalogue  of  rare,  valuable,  and  curious  old  English  Books,  for  sale  in 
New  York. 

From  Andrew  H.  Green,  Jv.  Y. 

Tenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital 
at  Worcester.    8vo  Boston,  1843. 

From  Doct.  Sam'l  B.  Woodward. 

Letters  to  Rev.  Wilbur  Fisk,  D.  D.,  in  reply  to  a  Sermon  on  Predesti- 
nation and  Election.    By  David  Metcalf,  (2  copies)  16mo,  Springfield, 

1832. 

From  the  Author. 

A  Sermon,  preached  in  the  Church  in  Brattle  Square,  the  Sunday  after 
the  interment  of  Hon.  Peter  O.  Thacher.  By  S.  K.  Lathrop,  pastor  of 
the  Church.    Bvo,  Boston,  1843. 

From  Charles  G.  Prentiss,  Esq. 

Two  Discourses  on  tlie  Second  Advent  of  the  Redeemer.  By  John 
Henry  Hopkins,  D.  D.    8vo,  Burlington,  Vt.,  1843. 

From  Geo.  W.  Richardson,  Esq. 

A  Sermon  at  the  Ordination  of  Rev.  Amos  Smith,  as  Colleague  Pastor 
of  the  New  North  Church  in  Boston.  By  Francis  Parkman,  D.  D.,  with 
the  Charge,  Right  hand  of  fellowship,  and  an  Appendix.    8vo,  Boston, 

1843. 

From  the  Author. 

Reports  mado  by  the  Providence  Atheneum,  Feb.  27,  1837;  Sept.  25, 
1838;  and  Sept.  26, 1842.    8vo,  Providence,  1842. 

From  the  'Atheneum. 

Slavery.    By  Wm.  E.  Channing.    12mo,  Boston,  1835. 

Fro7n  Rev.  Alonzo  Hill. 

An  Abstract  of  Vateirs  tables  of  Eclesiastical  History.  By  Francis 
Cunningham.    Bvo,  Boston,  1831. 

From  the  same. 
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A  Hebrew  Grammar,  from  those  of  Mr.  Israel  Lyons,  and  Rev.  Rich- 
ard Grey,  D.  D.,  with  a  Praxis  taken  from  the  Sacred  Classics.  3d  Cam- 
bridge edition.    8vo,  Cambridge,  1812. 

From  the  same. 

Three  hundred  and  ninety  Miscellaneous  Pamphlets,  consisting  of 
Sermons,  Addresses,  Reports  of  Societies,  &c. 

From  the  same. 

American  Quarterly  Register,  conducted  by  Rev.  Sam'l  H.  Riddel. — 
Voh  15 ;  Nos.  2,  3,  and  4. 

From  the  Editor. 

Hunt's  Merchants'  Magazine  and  Commercial  Review,  from  Nov.  to 
May  inclusive. 

From  ike  Editor. 

The  Millennial  Harbinger.  Conducted  by  Alexander  Campbell,  Beth- 
any, Virginia ;  from  Nov.  to  May  inclusive. 

From  Dr.  Earle. 

The  Spirit  of  Missions.  Edited  by  the  Board  of  Missions,  of  the 
Protest.  Episc.  Ch.  in  U.  S.,  &c.,  from  Nov.  to  May  inclusive. 

Fro7n  Jas.  Swords,  Esq.,  JVl  Y. 

The  Churchman  (newspaper  published  in  New  York)  from  Nov.  to 
May  inclusive. 

From  the  same. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Missions  of  the  Prot.  Episc.  Ch.  in  U.  S., 
New  York,  Dec.  26,  and  27„  1842. 

From  the  same. 

The  Boston  Semi  Weekly  Courier,  edited  by  Joseph  T.  Buckingham. 
Nov.  to  May  inclusive. 

From  the  Editor. 

The  Hampshire  Gazette.  (Northampton,)  edited  by  W.  A.  Hawley. 
Nov.  to  May  inclusive. 

From  the  Editor. 

The  Massachusetts  Spy.  edited  by  J.  M.  Earle.    Nov.  to  May  inclusive. 

From  the  Editor. 

Files  of  the  Boston  Semi  Weekly  Advertiser,  the  Worcester  Spy  and 
Worcester  ^gis. 

From  S.  M.  Burnside,  Esq. 

Files  of  the  Christian  Register. 

From  Rev.  Jl.  Hill. 
The  Boston  Semi  Weekly  Atlas,  1842. 

From  J.  W.  Lincoln,  Esq. 
The  Boston  Weekly  Courier,  1842. 

-    Front  Dr.  J.  Parh 

The  Fai-mers'  Monthly  Visitor,  edited  by  Hon.  Isaac  Hill.  Nov.  to 
May  inclusive. 

From  the  Editor. 

Spinal  Diseases,  their  Causes  and  Treatment,  tStc  By  Usher  Par- 
sons, M.  D.    8vo,  Boston,  1843. 

Yrom  the  Author, 
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J.  &  II.  G.  Langley's  U.  S.  Literary  Advertiser,  New  York.  Nov.  to 
May  itiCiUsive. 

From  the  Puhlishers. 

Collections  of  the  Mass.  Historical  Society,  vol.  8,  3J  series.  8vo, 
Boston,  1643. 

Fro7n  the  Mass.  Hist.  Society. 

Journal  De  L'Institute  Historiquc.     Livraison  83  to  104  inclusive. — 

From  the  Historical  Institute  of  Paris. 
La  Guerre  de  Spartncus,  Par  A  Renzi  Professeur  de  lan^fue  et  de  lit- 
*terature  Italienne.    Membre  de  I'lnstitut  Historique,  &.C.,  Paris.    8vo. 
1832. 

From  the  Author. 

he  Polyglolte  Improvise  ou  L'art  d'  ecrire  les  langues,  sans  les  appren- 
dre,  (French,  English,  and  Italian.)  Par  A  Renzi,  Prof.  &c.  12nio, 
Paris,  1840. 

From  the  same. 

An  Indian  Pestle,  found  in  Sterling,  Mass. 

From  Moses  Bond,  Sterling. 

A  Box,  "  made  from  the  Wood  of  President  Edwards'  elra  tree." 

From  J.  D.  jrhiiing,  JVorthampton. 

A  Bundle  of  old  Ms.  Papers. 

From  Charles  Chqffin,  Esq. 

An  antique  Mahogany  Chair,  with  a  wrought  seat 

Froin  Mrs.  E.  D.  Bangs. 


COMMUMCATIONS. 

Hon.  John  Pickering,  Secretary  of  foreign  correspondence,  communi- 
cated a  letter  from  Henry  Ledyard,  Esq.,  of  the  Legation  of  the   United 
States,  at  Paris,  giving  information  of  the  transmission  of  several  copies 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Institute  Historique  de  France. 

Also  a  letter  from  M.  Renzi,  Secretary  of  the  Institute  Historique,  ex- 
pressing the  cordial  interest  of  the  Institute  Historique,  in  the  objects 
and  operations  of  this  society,  and  its  desire  to  continue  an  interchange 
of  publications.  The  letter  v.'as  accompanied  by  copies  ofthePolyglotte 
Improvise,  and  the  Guerre  de  Spartacus,  of  M.  Renzi,  donations  from 
him  to  the  Society. 

Also  a  paper  from  Thomas  Carew  Hunt  Esq.,  Consul  of  Great  Britain 
at  the  Azores,  containing  a  description  of  ancient  Mounds  and  Forts  in 
Ireland.     This  was  addressed  to  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Harris,  as  an  officer 
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of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  whose  account  of  similar  struc- 
tures in  this  country  had  impressed  the  writer  with  their  striking  resem- 
blance to  those  of  Ireland,  and  excited  a  desire  to  trace  the  parallel  in 
other  particulars  which  had  not  been  sufficiently  detailed. 

Only  a  brief  abstract  of  the  principal  points  in  Mr  Hunt's  interesting 
communication  can  be  presented  at  ihis  time. 

As  the  terms  mound  andyori,  applied  to  American  remains,  are  often 
used  as  varying  denominations  of  the  same  thing,  Mr  Hunt  distinguishes 
the  former  as  signifying  a  lumulus,  and  considers  the  latter  as  designating 
an  area  enclosed  by  a  bank  of  earth  and  surrounded  by  a  ditch, — 
These  forts,  which  bear  the  popular  appellation  of  Dane's /orts,  are  found 
in  great  numbers  all  over  Ireland,  at  no  great  distance  from  each  other, 
forming  apparent  clusters,  varying  from  two  or  three  to  twenty,  usually 
located  on  hill  sides  near  streams  of  water. 

Passing  by  the  general  description  of  these  structures,  which  manifests 
their  great  similarity  to  those  of  a  like  character  in  the  United  States, 
there  are  two  peculiar  circumstances   that  mark  the  Irish  remains,  to 
which  Mr  Hunt  is  desirous  to  learn  if  a  parallel  exists  in  this  country. 
The  first  is,  that  near  every  fort,  by  the  side  of  running  water,  are  found 
accumulations  of  charcoal  and  burnt  stones,  called  by  the  natives  of  the 
country  "Fulacht  Fean"  meaning  cooking  places  of  the  Pheni,  an  an- 
cient race,  to  whom  all  the  remains  classed  as  Celtic  by  Antiquarians  are 
ascribed  by  the  peasantry.     These  heaps  have  been  found,  in  all  or  most 
cases,  to  cover  a  rude  wooden  trough,    with  a  raised  stone  hearth   at  its 
head.    They  indicate  the  mode  of  cooking  in  a  state  of  society    where 
utensils  capable  of  withstanding  the  firs  are  not  in  common  use.     The 
trough  being  filled   with  water  ;  the  hearth  was  employed  for  heating 
stones  with  which  to  make  it  boil.     As  the   stones,  broken  by  frequent 
heating  and  cooling,  became  too  small  for  the  purpose,  they  were  thrown 
aside  ;  and  thus  the  heaps  of  mingled  stones  and  charcoal  were  formed. 
These  heaps  are  universally  by  the  nearest  streams  to  the  forts. 

The  other  peculiarity  discovered  by  Mr  Hunt  in  all  the  forts  which  he 
has  examined,  is  a  subterranean  chamber,  or  series  of  chambers,  near 
the  centre.  These  vary  much  in  size,  arrangement,  and  construction. 
Those  exhibited  in  the  drawings,  which  accompany  the  description,  de- 
scend ten  or  a  dozen  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ground,  are  either 
rudely  formed  entirely  of  stone,  or  are  simply  covered  with  rough  flag 
stones,  and  are  entered  by  low  and  narrow  passages.  The  chambers 
themselves  are  small  and  the  largest  shown  in  the  drawing  barely  admits 
of  an  upright  posture  in  the  centre.    It  is  not  unusual  to  find  on  the  cov- 
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ering  flags,  inscriptions  in  the  ancient  Irish  Ogham  character,  sometimes 
on  the  exposed  side,  and  sometimes  on  the  upper  or  covered  surface.  It 
would  be  curious,  as  Mr  Hunt  truly  says,  to  find  a  parallel  for  all  these 
circumstances  among  the  American  forts. 

The  reports  and  communications  were  severally  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee of  publication,  to  be  disposed  of  as  they  might  deem  advisable . 
It  was  voted  that  the  proceedings  at  the  semi  annual  meetings  of  the  So- 
ciety should  hereaflerbe  printed,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee 
of  Publication,  together  with  an  abstract  of  the  reports,  and  such  other 
matter  as  the  committee  shall  direct. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  members  of  the  society, 

CHARLES  SUMNER,  Esq.,      Boston. 
PELEG  W.  CHANDLER,  Esq.,     « 
JOHN  P.  BIGELOW,  Esq.,  « 

Prof.  ROMEO  ELTON,        Providence. 
Doct  USHER  PARSONS,  « 
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In  the  absence  of  the  President,  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  me 
meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Hon.  John  Davis,  Vice-President^, 
who  addressed  the  Society  as  follows  : 

Gentlemen: — Recent  events  have  brought  to  our  recollection 
occurrences  which  it  seems  proper  to  notice  before  we  proceed 
to  the  business  of  this  meeting. 

This  association  has  been  incorporated  thirty-one  years,  and 
in  the  hands  of  wise,  able,  and  efficient  benefactors,  has  acquired 
strenc^th  firmness,  and  character,  which  promise  to  make  it  an 
institution  of  great  and  lasting  usefulness.  The  library  contams 
about  14,000  volumes,  exclusive  of  several  thousands  deposited 
in  the  hall  that  belong  to  others.  While  we  cannot  claim  for 
tliis  collection,  which  is  derived  almost  entirely  from  the  benevo- 
lence of  donors,  the  high  character  which  often  belongs  to  great 
selections  made  with  care,  into  which  nothing  that  is  not  es- 
teemed for  its  intrinsic  merit  is  permitted  to  enter,  yet  we  find 
from  expeii^nce,  that  our  books  are  much  visited  by  scholars,  and 
often  afford  information  which  it  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to 
find  elsewhere.  In  this  way  we  have  constant  proofs  of  the  grow- 
ing usefulness  of  the  institution,  and  its  increasing  importance  iu 
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the  estimation  of  the  learned  and  the  curious.  But  you  will  learn 
the  state  of  our  affairs  in  a  satisfactory  manner  frojn  the  reports 
which  will  be  submitted. 

Beginninf  as  we  did,  with  almost  nothingr  we  dwell  with 
grateful  recollection  upon  the  fact,  that  the  distinguished  munifi- 
cence of  the  late  Isaiah  Thomas,  who  was  emphatically  the  foun- 
der of  the  association,  gave  to  it,  not  only  vitality,  but  the  strength 
and  ability  to  make  itself  respectable  and  useful.  His  unwearied 
diligence,  and  his  bounty,  which  is  destined  to  live  for  ages  to 
come,  will  at  all  times  be  regarded  by  this  society  as  the  offspring 
of  a  generous  and  noble  spirit,  striving  to  rescue  from  the  general 
decay  and  waste  of  the  past,  whatever  might  be  useful,  enter- 
taining, or  curious,  in  subsequent  ages.  Peace  to  his  a.'^hes  ! 
The  pursuit  was  worthy  of  a  comprehensive,  benevolent,  and  sa- 
gacious mind.  This  hall  and  this  library  will  endure  as  monu- 
ments of  his  memory  long  after  the  granite  tomb  in  which  his 
remains  rest  shall  have  fallen  into  decay. 

Associated  with  him  from  the  beginning,  as  a  friend,  as  an  ef- 
ficient, learned  co-laborer,  and  as  an  officer  of  this  corporation, 
who  shared  largely  in  its  labors  and  councils,  was  the  late  Doctor 
Bancroft ;  a  gentleman  distinguished  alike  for  clear,  comprehen- 
sive, and  accurate  views  of  subjects.  His  learning,  zeal,  and  wis- 
dom, all  contributed  to  sustain  the  institution,  and  to  reflect  credit 
upon  its  character  and  transactions,  when  it  had  little  to  rely 
upon  except  the  promise  of  future  usefulness.  His  steady  and 
constant  support  entitles  his  memory  to  be  cherished  with  the 
veneration  and  respect  due  to  one  whose  purity  of  life,  wisdom, 
and  exemplary  deportment,  left  his  honored  name  without  reproach. 

Among  our  early  and  steady  friends,  we  may  number  another 
distinguished  for  his  love  of  antiquarian  research,  and  his  able 
and  friendly  support.  The  late  Lt.  Gov.  Winthrop  proved  him- 
self on  all  occasions  a  firm,  steadiast,  sincere,  and  able  friend. 
As  far  as  was  in  his  power,  he  let  no  opportunity  escape  him  to 
promote  our  interests  and  prosperity.  His  benevolence  and  his 
labors  were  active,  efiicient,  and  untiring.  He,  too,  has  gone 
down  to  the  tomb,  leaving  a  void  at  our  board  which  we  shall 
long  feel  and  deplore. 

To  the  learning,  the  wisdom  and  benevolence,  of  these  patri- 
archs of  our  association,  wc  oue  much  of  the  distiitctiou  which 
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we  enjoy.  In  their  example  of  untiring  perseverance, — in  their 
love  of  historic  truth, — in  their  zeal  for  tlie  advancement  of 
knowledge,  they  so  much  excelled,  that  it  will  be  praise  which 
may  well  satisfy  an  ordinary  ambition  to  equal  their  merits. 

While  the  original  pillars  of  our  edifice  have,  one  after  another, 
been  falling  by  the  common  lot  of  humanity,  and  are  thus  iden- 
tified with  the  past  only,  leaving  the  fabric  to  be  upheld  by  oth- 
ers, we  have  had  occasion  also  to  deplore  other  bereavements  not 
less  afflictive  in  their  character. 

The  dentil  of  our  late  Librarian  was  noticed  in  the  last  volume 
of  our  transactions,  in  which  w-e  bore  testimony  to  the  singular 
merits  of  that  excellent  officer,  and  expressed  our  deep  regret  at 
his  sudden,  untimely  death.  All  who  knew  him,  and  enjoyed  his 
friendship,  felt  deeply  and  sincerely  the  loss  of  one  so  amiable,  so 
learned,  and  so  enthusiastically  devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  our 
association.  The  shock  was  the  greater,  and  our  disappointment 
the  more  painful,  because  death  snatched  from  us  one  in  the  prime 
of  manhood,  who  gave  promise  of  a  long  and  useful  life,  which 
had  been  freely  and  voluntarily  consecrated  to  our  service.  These 
considerations  are  the  more  forcibly  impressed  upon  our  minds,  as, 
since  our  last  semi-annual  meeting,  we  have  lost  another  member 
by  death,  whose  face  we  have  been  accustomed  to  see  on  these 
occasions,  and  who  has  almost  uniformly,  for  a  series  of  years, 
given  us,  in  one  form  or  another,  the  fruits  of  his  gifted  mind. 
William  Lincoln,  with  whom,  in  our  joint  labors,  we  have  been 
so  long  and  so  intimately  associated,  that  he  seemed  like  a  broth- 
er, will  meet  us  no  more  in  these  mansions  of  earth.  After  a 
brief  but  painful  sickness  he  sank  into  the  arms  of  death,  and  his 
remains  now  repose  in  the  Rural  Cemetery,  in  the  spot  selected 
and  prepared  by  him  for  their  reception.  He  was,  as  we  all 
know,  in  the  meridian  of  life — in  the  midst  of  the  age  of  useful- 
ness— when  mental  and  physical  vigor  combine  to  give  the 
strength  and  courage,  which  carry  men  forward  in  their  career 
with  the  greatest  power  and  success.  The  silvery  tones  of  that 
harmonious  voice,  to  which  we  have  often  listened  with  profit 
and  delight,  are  now  hushed  in  the  silence  of  the  grave.  He 
will  be  no  more  among  us  to  council  us  with  his  wisdom,  or  to 
lighten  our  toils  by  his  labor.  But  Ave  shall  not — we  cannot  for- 
get him,  for  he  has  been  a  friend,  sure  and  stcadfaet,  from  the  day 
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when  he  became  a  member  to  the  close  of  his  life;  and  such  a 
friend — so  active — so  disinterested — so  generous — so  faithful, 
and  so  indefatigable  in  promoting  our  prosperity,  it  has  seldom 
fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  public  charity  to  possess.  His  merits 
as  a  member  of  this  body  were  so  great,  that  it  seemed  to  me 
unbecoming  in  us  to  permit  this  occasion  to  pass  without  some 
expression  of  our  gratitude  for  his  services  and  liberality,  and 
some  manifestation  of  our  sorrow,  at  the  loss  of  one  who  must  be 
numbered  among  our  most  enlightened,  efficient,  and  able 
supporters. 

This  is  not  the  time  to  do  justice  to  the  character  or  fame  of 
one,  who  in  so  brief  a  life,  and  in  the  midst  of  professional  la- 
bors, accomplished  so  much  ;  but  I  may,  I  trust,  be  permitted  to 
glance  at  some  of  the  leading  traits  of  his  history. 

Mr.  Lincoln  was  the  son  of  the  late  Levi  Lincoln  of  Worces- 
ter, who,  in  his  time,  was  an  eminent  advocate  at  the  bar,  great- 
ly distinguished  among  his  cotemporaries  for  his  eloquence,  and 
for  the  various  offices  of  high  trust  and  confidence  which  he  en- 
joyed. William  was  the  son  of  his  old  age,  and  growing  up  after 
the  father  had  relinquished  public  business,  he  was  chiefly  edu- 
cated under  his  immediate  care  and  instruction,  until  he  was  pre- 
pared to  enter  College.  Gov.  Lincoln,  like  many  others  who 
have  cultivated  a  ta&te  for  the  classics,  found  in  them  a  most 
ao-reeable  refuge,  when  other  more  urgent  demands  upon  his 
time  ceased  to  engage  his  attention.  Although  his  eyesight  was 
greatly  impaired,  he  was  able,  with  the  help  of  the  large  print  of 
folio  editions,  to  read  the  Latin,  and  probably  the  Greek  writers. 
To  this  love  of  letters  was  William  indebted  for  so  able  and  gift- 
ed a  teacher,  while  passing  through  his  preparatory  studies.  At 
this  early  period  of  his  career,  he  was  distinguished  among  boys 
of  his  age  for  the  extent  of  his  acquisitions,  as  wdl  as  for  the 
maturity  of  his  intellect.  On  one  occasion,  while  a  lad,  he  was 
selected  to  deliver  an  address  on  the  4th  of  July,  before  his  com- 
panions, and  acquitted  himself  in  a  manner  that  would  have  done 
credit  to  riper  years. 

In  1820,  he  entered  the  junior  class  in  Harvard  University,  and 
was  graduated  in  1822,  when  he  entered  upon  the  study  of  the  law, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  practice  in  1S25.  He  commenced  and 
continued  business  in  Worcester,  until  he  died  ;  and  although,  as 
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his  friends  well  know,  the  law  was  not  a  favorite  pursuit,  and  often 
gave  place  to  a  higher  and  stronger  taste  for  literature,  yet  in  all 
his  engagements,  he  acquitted  himself  in  a  manner  which  proved 
that  he  was  not  deficient  in  legal  learning,  and  possessed  that 
clear  and  accurate  discrimination,  which  is  the  basis  of  success  in 
the  profession.  He,  however,  engaged  in  the  practise  of  the  law, 
not  so  much  from  inclination,  as  from  the  conviction,  that  a  retr- 
ular  and  reputable  employment  of  some  kind,  is  necessary  to 
every  man,  who  would  gain  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the 
public. 

Mr.  Lincoln's  habits  of  industry,  and  his  merits,  attracted  atten- 
tion and  speedily  brought  him  forward  as  a  young  man  of  great 
promise.  Becoming  connected  with  the  press,  and  the  periodi- 
cals of  the  day,  he  soon  established  a  high  reputation  as  a  writer, 
both  of  prose  and  verse.  The  vein  of  good  humor  in  which  he 
often  indulged,  and  which  imparted  a  raciness  to  many  of  his  fucri- 
tive  productions,  established  for  him  the  reputation  of  a  wit,  as 
well  as  that  of  a  scholar. 

In  1825,  moved  chiefly  by  his  great  love  of  historical  research, 
he,  in  connection  with  our  late  lamented  Librarian,  established  a 
periodical,  called  "The  Worcester  Magazine,  and  Historical  Jour- 
nal," in  which,  as  a  leading  object,  they  intended,  if  practicable, 
to  publish  an  outline  of  the  history  of  the  county  of  Worcester, 
and  also  a  history  of  each  of  the  towns.  This  work  was  contin- 
ued until  two  octavos,  of  about  four  hundred  pages  each,  were 
issued  from  the  press,  when  it  was  relinquished  for  the  want 
of  patronage.  It  contains  a  history  of  the  county,  from  the  pen 
of  the  late  Isaac  Goodwin,  Esq.,  and  the  histories  of  eight  towns, 
from  the  pens  of  as  many  authors,  some  of  which  are  executed 
with  signal  ability.  Their  plan  was,  by  these  local  histories,  "  to 
place  on  permanent  record,  the  relics  fast  fading  from  memory," 
that  the  material  for  general  history  might  thus  be  preserved. 
They  were  among  the  early  and  successful  patrons  of  this  branch 
of  literature,  and  perhaps  did  more  than  any  others  to  excite  pub- 
lic attention  to  its  importance,  and  to  call  into  existence  the  nu- 
merous and  Valuable  histories  of  towns  which  have  since 
appeared. 

While  the  Magazine  had  great  merits  as  an  historical  work,  it 
was  by  no  means  deficient  in  other  entertaining  and  instructive 
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matter,  and  was,  on  the  whole,  a  work  highly  creditable  to  its 
industrious  and  learned  Editors. 

At  this  time  Mr  Lincoln  commenced,  probably  with  a  view  to 
its  publication  in  the  Magazine,  a  history  of  the  town  of  Worces- 
ter— but  this  work,  which  was  upon  his  hands  for  several  years, 
appeared,  in  lb37,  in  an  octavo  of  about  400  pages.  It  is  execu- 
ted with  great  ability  throughout,  and  demanded  a  patient  toil,  a 
laborious  investigation,  which  merit  a  fame  greater  than  so 
limited  a  history  can  confer. 

One,  who  has  no  practical  acquaintance  with  this  kind  of  in- 
vestigation, can  form  no  just  conception  of  the  toil  necessary  to 
sift  out  the  truth  from  the  confused  reminiscences  of  early  his- 
tory, and  to  place  in  chronological  order  such  incidents  and  oc- 
currences as  are  worth  preserving.  The  writer  of  this  article 
entertains  no  doubt,  that  Mr.  Lincoln  spent  weeks  in  attempting 
to  form  a  map  of  the  town,  from  the  ancient  surveys  of  the  farms 
and  tracts  of  land,  as  recorded  in  the  proprietors'  books,  but  ow- 
ing to  the  imperfection  of  the  surveys  and  of  the  record,  the  labor 
was  wasted.  With  a  similar  diligence  and  scrutiny,  he  examined 
every  possible  source  of  history,  sparing  no  labor  or  expense  in 
investigating  town,  county,  state,  and  proprietors'  records,  the 
ancient  files  of  the  provincial  and  colonial  governments,  and  the 
papers  of  private  individuals,  together  with  all  printed  matter 
which  had  the  remotest  tendency  to  elucidate  the  subject.  No- 
thing was  left  to  conjecture — nothing  in  uncertainty,  but  with  a 
fidelity  that  is  seldom  surpassed,  he  registered  only  such  facts  as 
were  sustained  by  satisfactory  evidence  of  their  truth. 

This  is  the  great  merit  of  Mr.  Lincoln  as  a  historian  and  an 
antiquarian,  that  his  perceptions  of  truth  were  seldom  blinded 
by  a  credulous,  indiscriminate  respect,  for  reminiscences  and 
traditions. 

While  he  was  thus  apparently  absorbed  in  literarv  and  profes- 
sional pursuits,  his  active  mind  was  not  indifTerent  to  public  af^ 
fairs,  or  to  the  interests  of  the  town  which  he  was  often  chosen 
to  represent  in  the  Legislature.  The  various,  complicated,  and 
important  duties  assigned  to  him  in  that  body,  and  elsewhere, 
sufficiently  attest  the  respect  which  was  entertained  for   him. 

In  1837,  the  Legislature  authorized  the  Governor  to  procure 
the  publication  of  the  journals  of  each  provincial  congress   of 
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Massachusetts,  and  of  such  papers  connected  with  those  records, 
as  would  illustrate  the  patriotic  exertions  of  the  people  of  the 
state  iu  the  revolutionary  contest ;  and  the  Governor  appointed 
Mr.  Lincoln  to  make  the  selection  and  to  superintend  the  publi- 
cation. This  work,  which  resulted  in  a  volume  of  778  pages, 
could  not  have  been  confided  to  a  more  able  or  judicious  com- 
piler. The  book  itself,  which  is  a  most  valuable  relic  of  a  pe- 
riod in  the  revolutionary  struggle  of  an  absorbing  interest,  con- 
tains the  most  ample  proofs  of  vast  labor  and  research.  While 
engaged  in  the  discharge  of  tliis  duty,  he  collected  from  the  rec- 
ords of  towns,  and  other  authentic  sources,  agreat  mass  of  papers 
and  documents  relating  to  the  war,  and  the  causes  of  the  war,  of 
the  Revolution,  which  it  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  will  not  be  lost 
to  the  public.  Indeed  it  is  from  these,  and  like  sources,  that  a 
history  of  the  Revolution  must  be  written,  before  the  world  can 
understand  how  a  people  few  in  number,  feeble  in  resources, 
without  military  organization,  and  destitute  both  of  revenue  and 
the  material  of  war,  beat  down  tlie  power  of  Great  Britain,  and 
established  for  themselves  independence.  When  this  comes  to 
be  understood,  we  shall  learn,  that  the  sacrifices  and  sufferings  of 
those  who  staid  at  home,  were  in  no  respect  less  intense,  or  less 
patriotic,  than  those  endured  in  the  army.  This  book  is  a  good 
beginning,  but  it  should  be  followed  up,  till  justice  is  done  to  the 
character  of  Massachusetts. 

Although  these  topics  necessarily  blend  themselves  with  the 
name  and  fame  of  the  deceased,  yet  they  must  be  passed  over, 
as  we  have  stood  in  a  nearer  relation  lo  hira,  which  demands 
notice. 

In  lS-^5,  he  became  a  member  of  this  Society,  and  from  that 
time,  till  near  the  period  of  his  death,  it  is  not  easy  to  describe 
the  value  and  importance  of  his  services,  or  the  extent  of  his  be- 
nevolence. He  served  us  in  the  capacity  of  Librarian,  Corres- 
ponding Secretary,  and,  after  the  Foreign  and  Domestic  Corres- 
pondence were  separated,  as  Secretary  of  Domestic  Correspon- 
dence, and  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Publication.  In 
all  these  stations  he  discharged  the  duties  assigned  to  him,  which 
were  often  laborious,  in  a  manner  so  honorable  to  himself,  and  so 
useful  to  the  Society,  as  to  confer  upon  it  an  obligation  of  grati- 
tude which  can  never  be  caucelled.  If  the  Society  had  been  a 
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pet  child,  it  could  scarcely  have  commanded  more  of  his  atten' 
tion,  or  shared  more  of  his  sympathy  and  regard.     Into  whatever 
spot   you  enter  within  our  territory,  there  you  find  multiplied 
proofs    of  his  friendship,  his  benevolence,  his  taste,  and  of  his 
personal  labors.     We,  who  have  sat  at  this  board  with   him,  can 
bear  testimony,  that,  in  advancing  our  prosperity,  no  laborer  per- 
sonal sacrifice  restrained  his  ardor  or  abated  his  zeal.     His  time, 
his  mental  energies,  and  often  his  pecuniary  resources,  were  ex- 
pended to  embellish  the  grounds,  to  increase  and  make  more  valua- 
ble the  library,  and  to  raise  the  association  to  that  elevated  rank 
among  similar  institutions,   which   it  has    been  our  laudable  am- 
bition to   attain.     Of  these  varied,  great,  and  long-continued  ef- 
forts to  give  lustre  to  the  character  of  this  Society,  I  hardly  dare 
speak  in  the  simplest  language  of  truth,  lest  I  should  subject  my- 
self to  the  imputation  of  extravagance.     But  no  law  of  prudence 
forbids  that  we  should  be  grateful,  or  denies  to  us  the   right  to 
express  our  sorrow  at  the  loss  of  so  distinguished  a  benefactor,  or 
to  cherish  his  memory  with  hallowed  feehngs  of   respect.      Few 
men  possess  the  learning  or  the  ability  to  accomplish  as  much  as 
has  been  done  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  among  the  many  able  and 
distinguished  persons  who  have  honored  and  adorned  this  Socie- 
ty, with  perhaps  but  one  exception,  he  stands  out  in  bold  relief, 
surpassing  all  others  in  his  benevolence  and  assiduity.      When 
thp  grave  closes  over  one  so  gifted  in  intellect,  so  endowed  with 
shinmg  qualities,  if  the  heart  is  not  touched  with  sorrow  at  the 
bpreavement,  jt  must  be  insensible  to  all  sympathy.     It  has  been 
the  lot  of  the  writer  to   enjoy   the  intimate   acquaintance  and 
friendship  of  Mr.  Lincoln  for   many  years,  and   it  is  grateful  to 
his  feelings  to  bear  testimony  to  his  amiable  character,  to   hi? 
unbending  integrity,  to  his  strong  attachment   to  principle,  and 
to  his  many  and  distinguished  virtues.     To  have  faults,  however, 
is  the  lot  of  humanity  ;    to  overlook    and  forget  them    is  the 
purest  exercise  of  Christian  benevolence.     They  belong  to  our 
imperfect,  decaying  nature,  and  let  them  with  it  drop  into  thq 
grave. 
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On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Burnside,  it  was  voted,  That  the  Com- 
mittee of  Publication  be  directed  to  publish  a  sufficient  number 
of  copies  of  the  foregoing  Address,  to  supply  each  member  of 
the  Society  with  one ;  and  a  suitable  number  to  be  retained  by 
the  Society. 

The  Council  presented  their  usual  Report  upon  the  general 
interests  and  concerns  of  the  Institution  ;  in  which,  after  nllud- 
ino-  to  the  safe  and  prosperous  condition  of  the  funds  and  collec- 
tions of  the  Society,  the  importance  of  extending  its  influence, 
and  sustaining  the  interest  of  its  members,  by  frequent  publica- 
tions, was  enlarged  upon  and  enforced.  The  loss  sustained  by 
the  Society,  in  the  recent  death  of  a  valuable  member  andofhcer, 
was  appropriately  noticed. 

Attached  to  this  Report,  were  the  Reports  of  the  Treasurer 
and  Librarian. 

FUNDS. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  exhibited  the  state  of  the  funds, 
as  follows  : 

Amount  of  Reserved  or  General  Fund,  53.056  7G 

"          Librarians'  Fund,  IS.COo  62 

Balance  of  Fund  for  pnrcliasc  of  Books  and  General  Research,  y,3()0  56 

JMiddlohury  Fstate.  (sold.)  700  00 

Mortgages'  in  Maiue,  (estimated,)  W)0  00 

27,322  Di 

Library. 

The  Report  of  the  Librarian  stated  :  that,  if  the  usefulness  of 
the  Institution,  and  the  interest  excited  in  its  objects,  could  be 
measured  by  the  number  of  persons  frequenting  its  halls,  in  search 
of  information  or  to  gratify  curiosity,  the  value  and  utility  of  the 
Society  were  perceptibly  increasing  with  each  successive  year  ; 
that,  during  the  past  season,  numerous  visitors  had  been  permit- 
ted to  examine  its  collections,  many  individuals  had  been  mate- 
rially aided  in  researches  of  public  or  private  advantage,  and 
some  had  prosecuted  almost  daily  studies  of  a  literary  or  scien- 
tific nature  among  its  volumes. 

The  followino'  donations  were  announced  : 

o 

Abliandiunjjen  der  Matlicmatiscii — Plivsikalisciien  Classe  der  KOniglich  Ba\cris- 
chcn  Academic  der  Wissenscbaften.  1829  to  1841,  inclusive.  Four  4to  volumes, 
unbound. 

From  the  Royal  bavarian  Academy  of  Sciences. 


12  DONATIONS. 

Gelchrte  Anzei^on,  hejausge^ehen  von  Mito;liedern  der  Koniglieh'  Baj-erischen 
Acad,  der  Wisseuschaften.     Funfzehnter   baud.    4to,  Manchen,  1 842. 

From  the  same. 

Die  Kartoffel  Epidemie  der  Ictzten  iahre,  oder  die  Stockfaule  und  Raude  de  Kar- 
tolTeln.  ^eschildert  uiid  in  iliren  ursaclilichen  verhaltnisseu  crortert  von  Dr.  C.  Fr. 
I'll.  v.'^Ianins.      Mitglieb  der  Koaiglich   Bayerischeu  Acad,  der  Wissenschafteu. 

4to  Wancheji,  1842.  ^ 

From  the  same. 

Messrs.  Gallatin  and  Webster  on  the  North  Eastern  Boundary,  with  a  copy  of  the 
Jay  map.    8  vo.  iS'ew  York,  1843.  .    ,  „    . 

From  the  New  York  Historical  Sonety. 

Twenty-seventh  Report  of  the  Directors  of  the  Asyliun  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  at 

Hartford;  1843. 

Donor  unknown. 

Murray's  Catalogiie  of  recent  publications,  4to  Lond.  1843. 

From  Messrs.  Little  S;-  Brown,  Boston. 

"  Appleton's  Literary  Bulletin,  for  June,  1843. 

f'  rom  the  Publishers. 

A  small  parcel  of  MSS.  of  an  ancient  dale,  chiefly  legal  and  judicial  papers  of  the 
Slate  of  Connecticut ;  also,  three  pamphlets  and  a  small  volume  of  a  religious  charac- 
ter, ancieul  and  imperfect.  ,,      ,     .       T.  ,. 

From  Mr.  Junius  Hall.  ^ 

An  Address,  on  the  occasion  of  the  change  of  the  ci\nl  government  of  Rhode 
Island,  delivered  before  the  General  Assembly,  May  od,  1843.  By  William  G. 
Goddard.     8  vo.  Frov.  1843. 

From  the  Author. 

Minutes  of  the  39th  Annual  Convention  of  the  Long-run  Association  of  Baptists,  at 
Little  3Iouut.  Spencer  county,  Ky.    Sept.  134:i.    8  vo. 

Donor  unknown. 

Hunt's  Merchant's  Magazine.    No.  1.    Vol.  9, 

From  the  Editor. 

Ten  Nos.  of  the  American  Almanac,  viz.  for  1832,  and  the  years  from  1834  to 
1842,  inclusive. 

The  ElemenU  of  History.    By  J.  E.  Worcester. 

A  Pronouncing  and  Explanatory  Dictionary.    By  J.  E.  Worcester. 

Historical  Charts,    By  J.  E.  Worcester. 

From  J.  E.  Worcester,  Esq. 

U.  S.  Literary  Advertiser,  No.  20. 

From  J.  Sf  H.  Langley,  N.  Y. 

Appleton's  Literary  Bulletin,  for  Jul^  and  August,  1843.^ 

From  the  Publishers. 

Catalogue  of  Ancient  and  Modem  books,  for  sale  by  E.  H.  Butler,  Phil.  1843; 
beia«:  the  private  Library  of  Isaac  R.Jackson,  Esq.,  late  U.S.  Charge"  d'Affaires 
for  Denmark. 

From  E.  A.  Brigham,  Phil. 

Het  Buddhisme  en  zljn  stickler  door  J.  H.  Halbertsma.  12  mo.  Dcrventer,  Feb. 
18i3.  ^ 

From  Rev.  J.  H.  Halbertsma  o/Deruenter,  Holland. 


DONATIONS  13 


Hulde  aan  Gysbcrt  Japiks  bewezen  in  de  sint  Marlini  Kerk  te  Bolsward  op  den 
7  lulii  1S23.  51ei  dc  daarbij  belioorende  slukken,  ten  voordcle  der  Conimissie  van 
Weldadigheid  uiigegevcn  door  de  Commissie.  met  de  oprigtiiig  van  een  gcdcuiiluk 
voor  G^'sUert  Japiks  belcisl  geweest.    Eerste  siuk.     8  vo.     Colsward,  18-24. 

From,  the  same,  in  behalf  of  the  Author. 

Hulde  aan  Gysbert  Japiks,  door  J.  Hiddes  Halbertsma.  Uitgegeven  ten  voordele 
der  maatschappij  van  \\'eldadighei(i,  door  de  Commissie,  mot  de  oprigliiig  van 
een  gedeusiuk  voor  Gysbert  Japiks  belasl  geweest.  Tweede  slak.  8  vo.  Lecuw  ar- 
deu,  1827. 

From  the  same. 

A  Discourse  on  the  qualifications  and  duties  of  a  Historian,  delivered  before  the 
Georgia  Historical  Society,  on  its  fourth  anniversary,  Feb.  13,  1843.  By  Hon. 
Bfitchell  King.    8  vo.    Savannah,  1813. 

From  the  Georgia  Historical  Soc. 

Hunt's  Merchant's  Magazine,  for  August,  1843. 

From  the  Edilvr. 

Description  of  the  Croton  Aqueduct.  By  John  B.  Jervis,  Chief  Engineer.  8vo. 
N.  Y.  1842. 

From  S.  F.  Haven. 

American  Medical  Biosraphj^  with  a  hislorv  of  Medical  Science  in  the  United 
Slates.    ByJ.Thacher,M.  D.    3  vo.    Boston,  1828,  2  vols. 

From  Melvin  Lord,  Esq.,  Boston. 

L'lnvestigateur  Journal  de  !'  Institut  Historique,  dixi^me  ann^,  tome  3d,  2d 
s6rie.     105  livraison,  Avril,  1843.    8  vo.    Paris,  1843. 

From  the  Jnstiiut  Historique. 

The  early  historv  of  Rhode  Island.  By  Romeo  Elton,  D.  D.,  &c.  3d  edition. 
8vo.    Boston.     I&i3. 

From  Prof.  Elton. 

Address  before  tlie  New  Haven  Horticultural  Society,  May  25, 1843.  By  Alfred 
S.  Monson.  .M.  D.,  with  the  Transactions  of  the  Society  for  the  year  1843.  8  vo. 
Kew  Haven,  18-13. 

From  the  Author. 

The  London  Catalogue  of  Books,  with  their  sizes,  pnces,  and  publishers.  1814  to 
1839. 

From  Levi  A.  Dowley,  Esq. 

Jlinutes  of  the  Kentucky  General  Association  of  Baptists.  Oct.  1842.  8  to.  Lou- 
isville.   1843. 

Donor  unknown. 

Forty-one  bound  volumes  of  newspapers,  and  16  unbound  files  of  do.   • 

From  Dr.  John  Park. 

Millennial  Harbinger.    Vo).  7.  No.  8. 

From  Dr.  Earle. 

Two  iron  hatchets  found  in  a  burial  place  of  the  Onondaga  Indians,  on  a  liigh 
bluff  on  the  Oneida  river. 

From  Mrs.  \\m.  O.  Fjy. 

The  Demo's  in  Council,  or  Bijah  in  Pandemonium  (a  poem)  16  mo.  Boston.  1799, 

From  Dr.  John  Park. 


14  DONATIONS. 


An  abridgement  of  Dr.  Currie"s  work  on  tlio  use  of  ^v•atcr  in  diseases  of  the  human 
frame,  &c.  tfcc.     16  mo.   Augusta,  Me.,  1799. 

From,  the  same. 

An  Epistle  to  Zenas,  12  mo.  Boston,  (no  date,)  printed  by  Peter  Edes. 

From  the  same. 

Cebelis  Tliebani  Tabula,  cum  notis  philologicis 3   no\a  editio  Americana.    8  vo. 
Canlabrigire,  1811. 

From  the  same. 

Hunt's  Merchants'  Magazine,  for  Sept.  1843. 

From  the  Editor. 

Bulletin  de  la  Societe  de  Geographie,  deuxi^me  serie.  tome  dix-huitieme.  8  vo. 
Paris.     1842. 

FroTii  the  Geographical  Society  0/ Paris. 

General  list  of  works  published  by  Mr  JMurra^',  Albermarle  St.,  London. 

Works  published  by  Wm.  Pickeiing,  177,  Piccadilly. 

An  illustrated  catalogue  of  the  works  published  by  John  Van  Voorst,  Paternoster 
Kow,  Lond.   May,  1843. 

A  catalogue  of  modern  law  books  including  the  old  Reports.  By  A.  Maxwell  and 
Son,  law-bookscUers,  iScc,  Lond.  1843. 

Principales  publicationes  de  Firmin  Didot,  fr^res.    Paris  1843. 

Catalogue  Hector  Bossange,  Libraire  Commissionaire  pour  I'etranger;  quartri^me 
partie,  Paris,  1842. 

Messrs.  Longman,  Brown  &  Co. "s  monthly  list ;  containing  the  title,  size,  and  price 
of  all  new  books  pulilished  in  Great  Britain,  during  each  niomli  from  Jan.  1842  to 
Aug.  1813.     18  A' OS.  fol. 

Catalogue  of  books  for  sale  by  Messrs.  Little  &  Brown,  Boston. 

From  Mr.  Augustus  Flagg. 

A  piece  of  the  wainscot  of  the  room  in  which  Buonaparte  died  5  obtained  at  St. 
Helena,  Feb.  22,  1837.       ' 

From  Wm.  Whiting,  Esq.,  Roxbury. 

Sketches  of  border  adventures  in  the  life  and  times  of  Major  3Ioses  A'an  Campan, 
a  survivmg  soldier  of  the  Revolution.  By  his  grandson,  John  N.  Hubbard,  A.  B. 
8  vo.    Bath,  iN.  Y.     1342. 

From  Samuel  Jennison,  Esq. 

Millenial  Harbinger,  '^'ol.  7,  No.  9. 

From  Dr.  Earle. 

Applcton's  Literary  Bulletin,  for  Sept.  and  Oct.  1843. 

From^  the  Publishers. 

The  Peoria  (111.)  Register  and  Northwestern  Gazetteer,  Vol.  G,  1842. 

From  Hon.  Theron  Metcalf. 

Millenial  Harbinger,  \o\.  7,  Nos.  G  and  7. 

From  Dr.  Earle. 

Catalogue  of  the  Books  at  the  35tli  New  York  Trade  Sale,  March,  1842. 

Donor  unknown. 

Proceedings  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society  on  the  occasion  of  the  100th 
Anniversary,  May  25th,  1845,  and  at  the  meetings  May  25—30.    8  vo.    Phil.  I8I0. 

trom  lite  Vim.  Phil.  Society, 


DONATIONS. 


Oration  before  the  Plii  Beta  Kappa  Society  of  Brown  University,  Sept.  G,  1S13. 
By  Job  Durfee.    8  vo.     Providence,  1843. 

From  Will,  G.  Goddard,  Esq. 

!    A  week's  preparation  for  the  Sacrament.    IG  mo,  (title  pago  and  date  wanting.) 

The  great  importance  of  a  religious  life  considered.     10  mo.  Lend.  17U. 

Waiib's  Psalms,  8  vo,  Worcester,  179G. 

A  collection  of  Poems,  viz.,  The  Temple  of  Death,  by  the  Marquis  of  Normanby  ; 
an  Episde  to  llie  Ecirl  of  Dorset,  by  Cliailcs  .^lonta^juc.  Lord  Ilalila.x  ;  llio  Duel  of 
tiie  Stags,  by  Sir  Robert  Howard  ;  with  several  ori;,'iiial  poems,  ncv  er  before  |)rnit("d, 
viz.,  by  liio  Earl  of  lloscommoii,  the  Earl  of  Uoclu-ster,  tlio  Earl  of  Oirery,  Sir 
Charles  Scdlev,  Sir  George  Elbridge,  Mr  Granville,  Wr  Stepney,  iMr  Drydcn,  •.'to. 
8  vo.  Loud.  n02. 

Essays  on  religious  subjects,  (an  ancient  volume,  title  page  wanting.) 

Tate  &-  Brady's  version  of  the  Psalms,  IG  mo,  Boston,  1767. 

Instructions  and  devotions  for  hearing  mass,  24^  mo,  1730. 

The  Christian  Sacrifice,  by  Simon  Patrick,  D.  D.     IG  mo.   Lond.  IG85. 

A  Bible  printed  in  London  in  1731. 

The  works  of  Dr  John  Tillolson,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  vol.  4.  0  vo,  London 
173C, 

A  Guide  for  the  Doubting  and  Cordial  for  the  Fainting  Spirit,  21mo,  date  wanting 

The  Silent  Soul ;  wilii  sovereign  antidotes  against  the  most  miserable  exigents. 
By  Thomas  Biooks,  24  mo,  Lond.  (date  wanting.) 

The  whole  Concern  of  Man-,  with  directions  for  several  occasions,  ordiuar}' and 
extraordinary,  IG  pio,  Lond.  1700. 

An  ancient  copy  nf  the  Common  Prayer  Book,  without  date,  IG  mo. 

The  doctrine  of  the  passions  explained  and  improved;  to  which  are  suljoincd 
moral  and  divine  rules  for  the  goverumeiit  of  them.  By  I.  Watts,  D.  D.  il  mo. 
17Jb. 

From  Hon.  Isaac  Davis. 

Hunt's  merchants'  Magazine,  for  Oct.  1843. 

From  the  Editor. 

Septennial  Tleport  of  the  Oahu  Charity  School,  12  mo,  Honolulu,  1841. 

Translation  of  liie  Constitution  and  Laws  of  llic  Hawaiian  Islands}  established  in 
tiie  reign  of  Kamchamcha  III.     12  mo.    Laiiainaluiia,  1042. 

Supplement  to  the  Sandwich  Island  Mirror;  containing  an  account  of  the  persecii.- 
tion  of  tiiC  Catholics  at  the  Sandwich  Islands.     8  vo.  Honolulu,  18i0. 

Frviii  Mr.  Levi  Lincoln,  Jr. 

Tccum^ch;  or  the  West  tliiity  years  since.  A  Poem.  B3' George  W.  Collon. 
•8  vo.  N.  Y.  1842. 

From  the  Autiwr. 

Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  Brown  University.    8  vo.  Providence  1843. 

From  the  President  and  Corp.  of  B.  U. 

Mf-moircs  de  la  Societe  Royale  des  Antiquaires  du  Nord,  1840 — 1813.  Sectioa 
Americaiue.    8-vo.    Copenhagen,  1813. 

From,  the  Royal  k'ociel'j  of  Northern  Antiquaries. 

Minutes  of  the  Convention  of  Delegates  from  \\\v  Synod  of  New  York  and  Phila- 
<lelpl)ia,  and  from  the  Associations  of  Connecticut,  held  ainiually  from  17GG  to  1771), 
iflclusive.    8  \.o.    ilarlford,  1813. 

From  the  Missionary  Rooms,  Boston. 


1 6  PROCEEDINGS. 

Four  Indian  Arrowheads  of  stone. 


From  Rev.  John  Weiss. 


A  Discourse  preached  to  the  North  Church  and  Society  in  Salem,  Mass.,  Aug.  20, 
843,  the  Sunday  succeeding  the  death  of  Hon.  Benj .  Fickman.  By  John  Brazer, 
).  D.    8  vo.  Salem,  1843.     (Not  published.) 

From  Che  author. 

Proceedings  of  the  Am.  Bhil.  Society.    Vol.  2,  No.  3. 

From  the  Society. 

The  Boston  Semi- weekly  Ck)urier,  (received  as  issued.) 

From  the  Editor. 

The  Hampshire  Gazette,  printed  at  Northampton,  (received  weekly.) 

From  the  Editor. 

The  Churchman,  (received  periodically.) 
Spirit  of  31issions,        "  " 

From  James  Swords,  Esq.,  N.  Y. 


The  Report  of  the  Council  was  accepted. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  was  referred  to  Hon.  Thomas 
KiNNicuTT,  and  Hon.  Alfred  D.  Foster,  to  be  by  them  audited. 

It  was  voted,  That  the  Committee  of  Publication  be  directed 
to  print  the  account  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  and 
abstracts  of  the  reports,  in  connexion  with  the  address  of  Gov. 
Davis. 

The  Society  having  voted  to  proceed  to  the  choice  of  Officers 
for  the  ensuing  year — it  was  announced,  that  Samuel  Jennison, 
Esq.,  whose  faithful  and  valuable  services,  as  Treasurer  of  the 
Institution  for  the  last  fourteen  years,  the  Council  and  the  Soci- 
ety have  had  continual  occasion  to  notice  with  gratitude,  declined 
a  re-election  to  that  office. 

It  v.'as  also  announced,  that  Dr.  John  Park  and  Hon.  Alfred 
D.  Foster,  each  declined  a  re-election  upon  the  Committee  of 
Publication. 

The  gentlemen  included  in  the  list  of  Officers  on  the  first  leaf 
of  this  publication  were  then  severally  chosen. 

Voted,  That  the  Librarian  be  requested  to  prepare  and  trans- 
mit an  answer  to  the  communication  of  Thomas  Carew  Hunt, 
Esq.,  Consul  of  Great  Britain  at  the  Azores,  presented  to  the 
Society  at  their  last  meeting. 

The  meeting  was  then  dissolved.* 


*  The  next  regular  meeting  of  the  Society  will  be  held  at  the    fremont  House,  in 
Boston,  cii  Wednesday,  the  29th  day  of  May,  1844,  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M. 


n 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF    THE 


AMERICAN   ANTiaUAHIAN   SOCIETY. 


ANNUAL   MEETING. 


AT 


ANTIQUARIAN  HALL,  IN   WORCESTER, 


OCTOBER  23,   1S49. 


CAMBRIDGE: 
METCALF    AND    COMPANY, 

PRINTERS    TO    THE    UNIVERSITT. 

1850. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


Annual  Meeting. — October  23,  1849. 

The  Hon.  John  Davis,  first  Vice-President,  in  the  chair. 

The  record  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society,  held  at  the 
rooms  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  in 
Boston,  May  30th,  1849,  was  read. 

The  Report  of  the  Council  was  read. 

The  Account  of  the  Treasurer,  attested  by  the  Auditing 
Committee,  was  presented  and  read. 

The  Report  of  the  Librarian  was  read. 

The  Reports  of  the  Council  and  the  Librarian  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Publication,  with  instructions 
to  print  such  portions  as  they  deem  expedient,  in  a  pam- 
phlet form,  to  be  distributed  to  members. 

The  Society  then  voted  to  proceed  to  the  election  of 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year, 

Hon.  Levi  Lincoln,  Hon.  Emory  Washburn,  and  Hon. 
Stephen  Salisbury,  were  appointed  a  committee  of  nom- 
ination. 

The  following  gentlemen,  having  been  reported  as  nom- 
inated by  the  committee,  were  unanimously  elected. 


President. 
Hon.  Edward  Everett,  LL.  D.,  of  Cambridge. 

Vice-Preside7its. 
Hon.  John  Davis,  LL.  D.,  of  Worcester. 
Rev.  William  Buell  Sprague,  D,  D.,  of  Albany,  N.Y. 

Council. 
Hon.  Levi  Lincoln,  LL.  D.,  of  Worcester. 


Hon.  James  Gushing  Merrill, 
Rev.  Charles  Lowell,  D.  D., 
Samuel  Macgregor  Burnside,  Esq,., 
Frederic  Wm,   Paine,  Esq,., 
John  Green,  M.  D., 
Joseph  Willard,  Esq., 
Hon.  Emory  Washburn, 
Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury, 
Hon.  Alfred  Dwight  Foster, 


Boston. 

Boston. 

Worcester. 

Worcester. 

Worcester. 

Boston. 

Worcester. 

Worcester. 

Worcester. 


Secretary  of  Foreign  Correspondence. 
Jared  Sparks,  LL.  D.,  of  Cambridge. 

Secretary  of  Domestic  Correspondence. 
Hon.  Benjamin  Franklin  Thomas,  of  Worcester. 

Recording  Secretary. 
Hon.  Rejoice  Newton,  of  Worcester. 

Treasurer. 
Samuel  Jennison,  Esq.,  of  Worcester. 

Committee  of  Publication. 
Samuel  Foster  Haven,  Esq.,  of  Worcester. 
Rev.  Joseph  Barlow  Felt,        "  Boston. 
Rev.  Edward  Everett  Hale,  "  Worcester. 

The  following  gentlemen,  having  been  recommended  by 
the  Council,  were  elected  members  of  the  Society:  — 

Natlianiel  Bradstreet  ShurtlefF,  M.  D.,  of  Boston. 
George  Livermore,  Esq.,  of  Cambridge. 
Charles  Folsom,  Esq.,  of  Cambridge. 


That  portion  of  the  report  of  the  Council  which  relates 
to  the  decease  of  the  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Publication,  who  were  requested  to  re- 
port on  the  subject  at  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Society. 

The  meeting  was  then  adjourned  to  the  last  Wednesday 
of  November,  at  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

NovEttiBER  28,  1849. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Society,  according  to  adjournment, 
Hon.  Levi  Lincoln  in  the  chair  ;  — 

A  Report  was  presented  by  the  Committee  of  Publica- 
tion, embracing  a  brief  Memoir  of  the  late  Hon.  Albert 
Gallatin,  prepared  by  Rev.  Edward  E.  Hale,  and  a  resolu- 
tion expressive  of  respect  for  his  memory. 

It  was  voted  to  accept  the  Report,  and  to  refer  it  again 
to  the  committee,  with  instructions  to  print  the  same  in  a 
pamphlet  form,  in  connection  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
meeting,  to  be  distributed  to  members. 

The  meeting  was  then  dissolved. 


REPORT    OF    THE   COUNCIL, 
October  23,  1849. 

In  the  brief  interval  that  separates  the  stated  meetings  of 
the  Society,  there  usually  occurs  but  little  of  importance 
for  the  Council  to  report  to  its  members.  The  account  of 
the  Treasurer  exhibits  the  condition  of  the  funds,  and  the 
report  of  the  Librarian  embodies  such  details  as  relate  to 
the  increase  of  the  collections  and  the  ordinary  operations 
of  the  institution.  Yet  it  is  desirable  that  the  practice  of 
regular  communications  should  be  faithfully  maintained, 
even  if  sometimes  it  amounts  to  no  more  than  the  mere 
,  observance  of  a  formality. 

It  appears  by  the  statement  of  the  Treasurer,  that  the 


funds  of  the  Society  have  grown  to  the  sum  total  of 
^30,038.33.  This  is  the  aggregate  of  three  distinct  ap- 
propriations, arising  from  the  mode  of  foundation  adopted 
by  the  original  donor. 

The  largest  is  the  fund  of  $  12,000,  commonly  called 
the  Librarian's  Fund,  established  for  the  support  of  a  regu- 
lar librarian  and  other  purposes  designated  by  the  will  of 
the  founder.  This,  when  received,  in  May,  1831,  fell 
short  about  $  600  of  the  intended  sum,  but  has  been  raised 
by  the  savings  of  its  income  to  $  13,351.78. 

The  next  is  usually  denominated  the  Fund  of  $  5,000, 
that  being  its  original  amount. 

It  was  set  apart  by  the  donor,  under  an  impression  that 
at  least  a  portion  of  the  income  might  profitably  be  em- 
ployed annually  in  researches  among  the  aboriginal  remains 
at  the  West.  The  cautious  directions  of  the  testator  him- 
self, and  prudential  considerations  dictated  by  existing  cir- 
cumstances, and  conforming  to  the  spirit  of  his  wishes, 
have  prevented  any  serious  expenditure  from  this  source. 
The  fund  has  therefore  accumulated  to  $  12,056.20. 

The  last  is  the  Residuary  Fund,  made  up  of  the  balance 
of  property  received  from  the  estate  of  Mr.  Thomas,  and 
whatever  has  been  derived  from  other  sources.  It  may  be 
employed  for  any  of  the  necessary  purposes  of  the  Society, 
and  now  amounts  to  $  4,130.35. 

The  condition  of  the  resources  of  the  institution,  and 
the  careful  manner  in  which  they  have  been  cherished, 
must  be  highly  satisfactory  to  its  members.  It  should  be 
mentioned,  that  some  extraordinary  charges  have  occurred 
in  the  last  five  months,  of  which  two  items  alone  (one  for 
the  extinguishment  of  the  claims  of  heirs  to  the  title  of  the 
estate  where  the  building  stands,  and  the  other  for  the  pur- 
chase of  paper  to  be  used  in  printing  the  new  volume) 
amount  to  more  than  five  hundred  dollars. 

The  present  anniversary  happens  to  take  place  near  the 
close  of  the  first  half  of  one  of  the  great  periods  by  which 
history  is  usually  measured.     Standing,  then,  in  the  middle 


of  a  century,  a  favorable  time  is  afforded  for  marking  the 
position  of  our  institution  with  reference  both  to  the  past 
and  the  future.  It  is  well  occasionally  to  review  the  one 
and  anticipate  the  other  ;  and  it  may  be  that,  in  the  lapse 
of  thirty-eight  years,  which  have  passed  since  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Society,  changes  will  be  found  to  have  oc- 
curred by  which  its  future  condition  is  likely  to  be  materi- 
ally modified.  Circumstances  may  have  affected  its  relation 
to  the  country  and  to  the  world.  Its  prospective  field  of 
usefulness  may  vary  from  that  which  was  open  to  it  at  the 
outset ;  and  the  means  and  modes  of  its  operations  may 
appear  likely  to  differ  essentially,  in  the  coming  half-cen- 
tury, from  those  which  the  internal  and  external  condition 
of  things  has  dictated  in  the  past. 

Located  in  a  country  village,  of  comparatively  small 
population,  the  institution  has  not  enjoyed  during  the  early 
portion  of  its  career  those  advantages  which  the  combina- 
tion of  literary  tastes  with  wealth  and  leisure  affords  in 
larger  towns  and  cities.  The  stimulus  of  frequent  meet- 
ings, and  the  cooperation  of  minds  concentrated  upon  a 
common  object,  whose  interests  they  have  time  and  incli- 
nation to  cultivate,  have  been  wanting.  For  the  first  eight 
years  of  its  existence  it  was  without  a  suitable  edifice  for 
the  arrangement  and  preservation  of  its  collections.  Eleven 
years  more  went  by  before  it  possessed  the  means  of  pro- 
viding a  stated  officer  devoted  to  the  care  and  increase  of 
the  library,  and  to  the  duty  of  rendering  its  collections  at 
all  times  available  for  public  use.  It  is,  however,  able  to 
find  in  the  retrospect  ample  cause  for  satisfaction  at  what 
has  been  accomplished,  and  is  justified  in  believing  that 
the  object  of  its  organization  has  not  failed  of  fulfilment. 

Properly  speaking,  our  country  offers  but  one  legitimate 
field  for  the  investigations  of  the  antiquary.  All,  except 
its  aboriginal  history,  is  too  modern  for  mystery,  and  almost 
too  modern  for  obscurity  or  doubt.  There  are  two  depart- 
ments of  inquiry,  from  which,  if  judiciously  pursued,  it 
might  be  expected   that  light  would  be  thrown  upon  the 


8 

origin  and  condition  of  the  native  American  race.     The 
first  relates  to  the  monuments  and  evidences  of  art  which 
they  have  left  behind  them  ;  the  second,  to  the  dialects  of 
speech  which  they  have  transmitted  to  their  posterity.    Into 
both  of  these  departments  this   Society  has  entered  with 
energy  and  effect.     Before  the  publication  of  its  first  vol- 
ume,* some  casual  surveys  had  been  made  of  ancient  works 
at  the  West,  —  a  few  disconnected  communications,  and  a 
few  imperfect  drawings,  had  appeared  in  scientific  or  literary 
periodicals.     It  remained  to  bring  together  whatever  was 
known  upon  the  subject,  to  institute  a  more  extended  ex- 
amination, and  to  exhibit  the  results  in  a  clearer  and  more 
connected  shape.     This  was  done  in  a  manner  more  perfect 
than  under  the  circumstances  could  reasonably  have  been 
expected.     Recent  elaborate  explorations  have  tested  the 
value  and  raised  the  appreciation  of  that  work,  by  showing 
how  little  really  new  material,  to  serve  as  the  basis  of  spec- 
ulation or  conjecture,  could  be  added  to  what  had  there 
been  presented. 

The  second  volume  of  the  Society's  transactions  opened 
the  way,  and  advanced  far  upon  the  path  of  that  compre- 
hensive comparison  of  dialects  which  has  determined  the 
unity  and  antiquity  of  the  race,  and  its  possible  independ- 
ence of  Asiatic  or  European  origin.f  This  gigantic  labor, 
whose  earliest  fruits  our  Society  had  the  honor  of  produ- 
cing to  the  world,  terminated  only  with  the  recent  lamented 
demise  of  its  author  ;  and  although  the  reflected  credit  of 
its  continuance  was  bestowed  upon  another  association, 
formed  under  his  own  eye  and  by  his  immediate  influence, 
yet  the  merit  of  being  the  organ  of  the  earliest,  and  per- 
haps the  most  important  portion,  belongs  to  this  institu- 
tion. 


*  On  tlie  Fortifications,  Mounds,  and  other  Antiquities  of  the  West,  by  Ca- 
leb Atwater,  with  some  letters  from  other  sources.  '^ 

t  A  Dissertation  on  Indian  History  and  Languages,  by  Hon.  Albert  Galla- 
tin.    In  the  same  volume  is  Gookin's  History  of  the  Praying  Indians. 


For  other  proofs  of  action  and  utility,  the  Society  may 
refer  to  the  catalogue  of  its  library, — a  work  of  much 
labor  and  expense,  —  and  to  the  accumulation  of  more  than 
eighteen  thousand  volumes  upon  its  shelves  ;  besides  a 
mass  of  unbound  pamphlets  and  manuscripts,  and  other 
deposits  of  interest  and  value.  How  much  historical  and 
antiquarian  taste  has  been  encouraged  and  cultivated  by 
the  influence  and  aid  of  these  collections,  it  is  impossible 
to  estimate  ;  but  the  substance  drawn  from  them  percolates 
through  and  enriches  the  pages  of  some  of  our  best  histo- 
rians, as  well  as  those  of  a  multitude  of  writers  less  known 
to  fame. 

The  recent  undertaking  of  the  Society  in  a  new  direc- 
tion, and  of  a  local  character,  being  unfinished,*  may  not 
appropriately  be  mentioned  here,  except  as  indicating  a 
change  in  the  sphere  of  its  operations,  which  may  possibly 
become  more  marked  hereafter. 

Since  the  organization  of  this  institution,  numerous 
associations  of  a  kindred  nature  have  sprung  up  in  various 
parts  of  the  country.  Many  of  the  States  have  now  socie- 
ties of  their  own  devoted  to  archaeological  research.  Nor 
do  these  in  all  cases  confine  their  inquiries  within  their 
own  territorial  limits.  Thus  the  field,  which  the  Antiqua- 
rian Society  at  its  outset  found  almost  unoccupied,  is  now 
filled  with  fellow-laborers,  who  are  likely,  not  only  to 
anticipate  its  operations,  but  to  divert  from  its  collections  a 
large  share  of  the  relics  of  the  past,  and  other  materials  of 
history,  which  would  else  have  been  intrusted  to  its  keep- 
ing. Private  collectors  and  amateur  antiquaries  have  also 
greatly  increased  in  numbers ;  and  it  should  be  a  gratifica- 
tion to  witness  the, rapid  extension  of  a  taste  which  our  in- 
fluence may  have  helped  to  create.  Perhaps  it  may  be  our 
duty,  at  some  day,  to  gather  and  embody  into  a  form  of 
unity  the  general  results  of  partial  or  local  investigations. 

While  many  of  the  purposes  for  which  the '  Antiquarian 

*  The  publication,  from  the  original  manuscript,  of  the  early  records  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  Company  and  Colony,  with  annotations. 
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Society  was  formed  are  destined  to  be  accomplished  with- 
out its  aid,  and  the  reputation  incident  to  such  labors  to  be 
divided  among  numerous  claimants,  there  are  circum- 
stances of  a  compensatory  nature,  created  by  the  progress 
of  time,  which  may  far  exceed  in  importance  all  advan- 
tages which  the  progress  of  time  has  taken  away. 

It  is  clear  that  the  efficiency  of  an  institution  must 
greatly  depend  upon  its  local  strength.  If  the  central 
machinery  is  wanting  in  power,  the  motion  of  the  distant 
wheels  will  be  feeble  and  irregular.  A  continuous  activity 
requires  that  the  impulse  should  be  from  a  continuous  and 
abundant  source.  There  is  hardly  an  instance  of  a  sucess- 
ful  association  for  the  promotion  of  science  or  literature, 
that  is  not  located  in  the  midst  of  large  bodies  of  men,  up- 
on whom  it  exerts  a  sensible  influence,  and  from  whom  it 
receives  a  reactive  energy  in  turn.  Hence  our  sister  socie- 
ties in  larsfe  towns  and  cities  are  able  to  maintain  the 
appearance  of  vitality,  and  not  the  appearance  only,  by 
identifying   themselves  with  local  interests,   and  deriving  _ 

their    strength  from   the  local    interest   which    they  have  J 

excited.     It  is  such  a  local  interest  that  our  own  institution  1 

requires  to  sustain  even  its  general  designs  ;  and  it  is  one 
of  the  most  promising  features  of  its  future  prospects,  that 
a  populous  city  is  rising  around  it,  from  whose  intellectual 
resources  it  may  draw  its  nourishment. 

In  the  coming  years  we  may  therefore  expect  to  see  this 
institution  occupying  a  position  at  home,  which  heretofore 
it  has  not  held,  —  that  of  a  nucleus  of  local  literature  and 
science,  around  Avhich  the  cultivated  minds  of  the  city  will 
gather  for  the  stimulus  of  their  powers,  and  be  proud  to 
cherish  the  source  of  their  gratification  and  improvement. 

That  such  a  result  will  be  realized  in  time  there  can  be 
little  reason  to  doubt.  It  may  be  advanced  or  retarded, 
according  to  the  measures  which  the  Society  shall  see  fit 

T- 

to  adopt. 

If  a  suitable  edifice  existed,  in  a  suitable  place,  with 
arrangements  adapted  to  the  uses  favorable  to  the  promo- 
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tion  of  a  public  interest,  it  is  natural  to  suppose  that  in- 
terest would  increase  under  circumstances  propitious  to  its 
development ;  and  it  is  not  easy  to  conceive  in  what  way 
the  institution  can  be  made  to  redound  more  to  the  honor 
of  its  founders,  than  by  rendering  it  the  seat  of  local  re- 
finement and  culture,  while  enlarging  its  ability  for  en- 
terprises of  a  national  character. 

Whatever  may  prove  to  be  the  opportunity  of  future 
exertions,  and  the  direction  given  to  them  by  unforeseen 
events,  the  products  of  past  effort,  at  least,  are  secure. 
There  is  the  library,  and  there  are  the  funds,  —  a  broad 
and  steadfast  basis  upon  which  to  build  a  fabric  of  unlimit- 
ed extent  and  elevation.  If  the  first  could  not  be  replaced, 
so,  with  respect  to  certain  of  its  treasures,  it  can  hardly  be 
rivalled  by  later  collections  ;  and  with  the  accumulations 
which  care  and  economy  have  added  to  the  bounty  of  its 
founder,  the  Antiquarian  Society  may  enter  upon  the 
second  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  without  apprehen- 
sions of  waning  dignity,  or  diminished  usefulness. 

It  is  proper  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  the 
fact,  that  one  of  its  most  distinguished  members,  a  princi- 
pal contributor  to  its  reputation  at  home  and  abroad,  has 
recently  deceased.  The  services  of  Albert  Gallatin  in  fur- 
nishing the  material  for  one  of  the  Society's  publications 
have  been  peculiar  and  great.  Apart  from  his  exalted 
merit  as  a  statesman  and  a  scholar,  he  is  here  entitled  to 
especial  honor  as  the  diligent  antiquary,  second  to  none  in 
his  zeal  for  the  cause,  and  perhaps  superior  to  all  in  the  ex- 
tent and  importance  of  his  labors. 

The  Council  recommend  the  passage  of  resolutions  by 
the  Society,  expressive  of  sorrow  for  his  loss,  and  respect 
for  his  memory. 
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REPORT    OF    THE   LIBRARIAN. 

The  list  of  accessions  to  the  library  during  the  last  five 
months  shows  a  smaller  increase  than  has  been  usual  in 
that  period  of  time.  It  will  be  seen  that  it  consists  of  a 
little  more  than  three  hundred  books  and  pamphlets  of  ev- 
ery description,  some  parcels  of  ancient  manuscript  ser- 
mons, and  a  few  maps  and  charts. 

Publications  have  been  received  from  the  follov/ing  in- 
stitutions :  —  the  Maryland  Historical  Society,  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  the  Harvard  Natural  History  Society,  the 
New  York  University,  the  American  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Science,  the  American  Art  Union,  the 
New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  the  American  Academy  of 
Arts  and  Sciences,  the  Institut  Historique  of  Paris,  the 
American  Oriental  Society,  the  American  Peace  Society, 
and  the  Royal  Geographical  Society  of  London. 

Among  the  accessions  are  thirty  files  of  unbound  news- 
papers. It  is  a  gratifying  circumstance,  that  friends  of  the 
Society  are  manifesting  an  increased  interest  in  the  pres- 
ervation of  these  important  publications  for  our  benefit. 
This  department  of  the  library,  already  so  rich  in  the  older 
newspapers,  deserves  to  be  cherished  with  peculiar  care. 
From  our  own  portion  of  the  country  it  is  comparatively 
easy  to  procure  a  fair  variety  of  the  papers  of  the  day  ;  but 
those  from  the  South  and  West  are  not  so  readily  obtained, 
and  would  be  particularly  acceptable.  Among  the  propri- 
etors who  favor  the  Society  with  their  regular  issues,  es- 
pecial acknowledgments  are  due  to  the  editors  of  the  Bos- 
ton Courier,  the  Christian  Watchman,  and  the  Farmer's 
Monthly  Visitor,  for  many  years  of  continued  kindness  ; 
and  to  Freeman  Hunt,  Esq.,  of  the  New  York  Merchant's 
Magazine,  for  a  long  series  of  the  numbers  of  Ihat  valuable 
periodical,  transmitted  as  they  were  published. 

The  cabinet  has  received  an  addition  of  Indian  imple- 
ments, gathered  in  the  towns  bordering  upon  Concord  Riv- 
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er,*  consisting  of  forty  articles  made  from  stone  by  the  ab- 
origines before  their  intercourse  with  the  whites.  These 
are,  many  of  them,  excellent  specimens,  and  exhibit  the 
same  remarkable  similarity  of  form  and  finish  that  charac- 
terizes the  tools  and  ornaments  of  the  Indian  race  through- 
out at  least  the  northern  portion  of  the  continent.  The 
material  only  varies  according  to  the  geological  formations 
of  the  country,  a  difference  vquite  insufficient  to  serve 
much  purpose  in  the  way  of  identifying  the  place  of  their 
origin. 

The  quantity  of  these  relics  now  existing  is  very  great. 
In  some  neighbourhoods,  which  were  inhabited  permanent- 
ly by  the  natives,  or  frequently  resorted  to,  there  is  hardly 
a  farmer  but  has  more  or  less  of  them.  Their  very  abun- 
dance renders  their  possessors  careless  of  their  preservation, 
and  they  are  mutilated  with  little  compunction.  Yet  they 
will  at  some  time  be  regarded  with  great  interest,  and 
should  be  kept  from  injury  and  loss  with  more  care  than  is 
wont  to  be  bestowed  on  them. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that,  ere  long,  an  elaborate  comparison 
will  be  instituted  between  the  aboriginal  remains  of  the 
Eastern  States  and  those  which  have  attracted  more  atten- 
tion at  the  West.  There  may  possibly  be  detected  a  great- 
er degree  of  resemblance,  even  with  respect  to  the  highest 
evidences  of  native  art.  than  has  heretofore  been  supposed.f 

*  From  George  Frisbie  Hoar,  Esq.,  of  this  city. 

t  The  Society  lias  in  its  possession  a  drawing  and  description  of  an  exten- 
sive fortification  that  formerly  existed  on  Winnipiseogee  River,  in  Sanborn- 
ton.  New  Hampshire,  communicated  in  1822,  by  Jacob  B.  Moore,  Esq.,  then 
of  that  State.  The  inclosure  was  a  double  one,  perfectly  symmetrical  in  form, 
having  small  mounds  at  the  entrances,  and  a  large  one  without  the  walls,  in 
the  manner  so  commoh  at  the  AV'est.  The  walls  were  of  stone,  externally, 
filled  in  with  clay,  shells,  and  gravel.  When  first  discovered,  about  eighty 
years  since,  they  were  breast  high,  six  feet  in  thickness,  and  had  evidently 
diminished  considerably  in  height  since  their  erection.  The  stones  were  used 
for  the  construction  of  a  dam  across  the  river,  and  other  purposes  connected 
with  the  improvements  of  the  settlers.  A  more  regular  or  more  elaborate 
structure,  according  to  the  representation  of  the  drawing,  can  hardly  be  found 
in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  Other  works  of  importance  are  known  to 
have  existed  in  New  England,  deserving  more  consideration  than  they  have 
hitherto  received. 
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During  the  last  year  the  Librarian  has  had  authority  to 
make  purchases  of  books  without  any  specified  hmit ;  with 
reference,  however,  to  opportunities  supposed  to  be  tempo- 
rary, and  unusually  favorable.  But,  on  the  principle  that 
immediate  and  positive  wants  have  a  stronger  claim  to  at- 
tention than  those  which  are  more  remote  and  uncertain, 
he  has  been  indisposed  to  go  so  far  as  prudence  would  per- 
haps warrant  in  buying  miscellaneous  works  from  the  auc- 
tion sales,  because  there  is  a  department  of  the  library 
quite  as  appropriate  as  any  other  to  the  objects  of  the  So- 
ciety, that  is  at  present  but  poorly  supplied.  The  depart- 
ment alluded  to  is  that  of  general  biography. 

Personal  history,  the  history  of  men  occupying  the  sev- 
eral stations,  and  engaged  in  the  various  forms,  of  human 
action,  is  daily  assuming  a  higher  importance.  The  lead- 
ing minds  in  the  arts  of  peace,  not  less  than  the  conspic- 
uous characters  in  war  and  politics,  are  attracting  more  and 
more  the  attention  of  the  historian  and  the  historical  stu- 
dent. Yet,  of  the  materials  of  information  respecting  in- 
dividuals ^yho  have  distinguished  themselves  in  different 
pursuits,  the  supply  in  our  library  is  very  unsatisfactory. 
It  includes  no  great  work  on  general  biography,  such  as 
the  Biographie  Universelle  of  the  French,  and  some  less 
comprehensive,  though  still  voluminous,  dictionaries  that 
may  be  found  in  English.  These  works  are  expensive, 
and  are  not  likely  to  come  into  our  possession  except  by 
purchase. 

The  question  therefore  arises,  whether  such  definite  ob- 
jects, whose  importance  is  felt,  should  not  have  a  claim 
upon  the  current  means  of  the  Society  prior  to  any  others, 
and  be  provided  for  accordingly. 

While  the  history  of  countries  is  becoming,  in  agreater 
degree,  the  history  of  the  people,  and  the  characteristics  of 
an  era  are  sought  for  in  the  characters  of  prominent  citi- 
zens, of  every  class,  as  well  as  in  the  characters  of  rulers, 
one  form  of  individual  history  is  extending  rapidly  as  a 
subject  of  research.  Almost  every  family  of  any  standing 
has  some  one  or  more  of  its  members  engaged  in  tracing  its 
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descent  and  connections.  These  are  seldom  satisfied  with- 
out following  the  name  far  back  into  the  past,  and  among 
various  nations,  —  laboring  to  join  the  broken  links  of  the 
race.  Among  the  many  who  resort  to  our  library  for  pur- 
poses of  investigation,  there  are  few  who  have  not  that  de- 
sign more  or  less  directly  in  view.  The  Doomsday  Book, 
the  old  Norman  and  Saxon  Rolls  of  the  British  Record 
Commission,  are  diligently  studied  for  the  origin  of  family 
appellations,  and  anxious  inquiries  are  made  for  books  con- 
taining the  names  and  memoirs  of  men  in  all  lands  and  all 
ages. 

This  is  a  taste  which  antiquaries  are  professionally  bound 
to  cultivate  and  encourage.  If  of  minor  importance  in  it- 
self, it  is  so  inseparably  associated  with  matters  of  greater 
consideration,  that  results  of  the  highest  value  may  flow 
from  it.  It  is  of  little  consequence  by  what  motive  a  per- 
son may  be  induced  to  dig,  if  he  clears  away  rubbish  that 
perchance  conceals  real  treasures.  Many  an  historical  gem 
has  been  brought  to  light  while  raking  the  dust  for  a  gen- 
ealogical bone.  It  is  therefore  desirable  to  afford  facilities 
for  private  inquiries  like  these,  as  well  as  for  those  whose 
end  is  not  so  limited  and  personal. 

The  demand  for  rare  books  and  pamphlets,  owing  to  the 
competition  among  collectors,  somewhat  increases  the  haz- 
ard of  admitting  strangers  to  the  library.  Objects  of  vir- 
tu and  curiosity  offer  temptations  to  many  who  have  no 
other  knowledge  of  them  than  their  market  price.  With 
the  growth  of  our  city,  additional  cautions  or  restrictions 
will  probably  be  found  necessary,  to  guard  our.  collections 
from  loss  or  mutilation.  Thus  far  our  Society  has  been 
more  fortunate  in  these  respects  than  some  other  institu- 
tions; but- it  must  be  admitted,  that,  with  an  enlarged  popu- 
lation, and  the  varieties  of  character  which  it  embraces  and 
conceals,  the  chances  of  danger  are  infinitely  multiplied. 

The  building  has  been  nearly  free  from  leakage  during 
the  past  year,  and  no  particular  local  repairs  seem  to  be 
required  to  keep  it  in  as  good  condition  as  usual  the  com- 
ing winter. 
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MEMOIR. 

Albert  Gallatin  was  bora  at  Geneva,  in  Switzerland, 
on  the  29th  of  Jannary,   1761  ;   belonging  to  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  Swiss  families.     It  is  a  curious  fact,  that 
he  was  a  kinsman  of  the  distinguished  financier,  M.  Necker. 
His  first  Swiss  ancestor  was  John  Gallatini,  one  of  the  ex- 
iles from  Savoy,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  at  a  time  when 
Geneva  received  from  Italy  some  of  her  noblest  families,  — 
one  of  which  has  since  gained  a  world-wide  reputation  in 
the  historian,  Sismondi.    John  Gallatini,  the  exile,  was  one 
of  the   magistrates  of  Geneva  when  it  became  an   inde- 
pendent  republic.     It   is  said  that   his  descendants   have 
been,  ever  since,  connected  with  the  magistracy.     We  no- 
tice these  facts,  as  having  a  special  interest,  because  con- 
nected with  the  life  of  one  of  the  earliest  statesmen  of  our 
own  republic,  who  was  at  the  same  time  one  of  her  most 
successful   financiers.     The   two  sons  of  Albert  Gallatin, 
and  their  children,  are  the  only  survivors  of  the  male  line.* 
The   name  Gallatini  seems,  in  later  days,  to  have  been 
almost  always  changed  into  GallatitL     In  this  country,  cer- 
tainly, Mr.  Gallatin  always  so  wrote   it.     He  never  used 
here  any  Christian  name  but  Albert.     In  the  Nouvelle  En- 
cyclopedie,  his  name  is  said  to  have  been  Abraham  Albert 
Alphonse  Gallatin. 

His  father  died  when  he  was  four  years  old.-  He  lost 
his  mother  also  in  his  infancy,  and  he  was  educated  under 
the  care  of  a  distant  relative  of  hers.  He  pursued  his  ear- 
lier studies  at  the  distinguished  University  of  his  native 
city.  The  historian  MuUer  was  one  of  his  teachers  there, 
and  the  celebrated  Dumont  was  his  classmate.    Pictet,  after- 


*  Dr.  Jean  Louis  Gallatin,  an  eminent  P;irisian  pliysician^^seems  to  have 
been  his  near  relative.  He  was  born  at  Geneva  in  1751,  and,  in  his  studies, 
distinguished  himself  as  the  pupil  and  friend  of  Theodore  Tronchin.  Re- 
moving to  Paris  he  became  the  physician  to  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  and  to  the 
hospital  founded  by  his  kinswoman,  Madame  Necker.  In  this  latter  duty  he 
lost  his  health,  and  died  in  17d3. 
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wards  celebrated  as  a  naturalist,  and  young  Gallatin,  were, 
at  the  time,  the  two  students  most  distinguished  ;  Pictet  ex- 
celling all  others,  even  then,  in  physical  science,  while  Mr. 
Gallatin's  success  was  as  remarkable  in  the  classics.  He 
graduated  in  1779,  in  his  nineteenth  year.  Early  the  next 
year,  1780,  he  left  Geneva,  without  the  knowledge  of  his 
friends,  in  company  with  a  young  man  named  Ser.  They 
left  US;  says  a  letter  from  M.  la  Rochefoucauld  d'Enville  to 
Franklin,  "  drawn  by  a  love  of  glory  and  of  liberty  to 
America."  In  the  same  letter  this  gentleman  describes 
young  Gallatin  as  ''  well  informed  for  his  age,  and  of  ex- 
cellent character  thus  far."  He  adds,  that,  as  "they  have 
kept  their  project  from  their  kinsmen,  we  cannot  tell  where 
they  will  land.  It  is  supposed,  however,  that  they  are  go- 
ing to  Philadelphia,  or  to  the  Continental  army." 

This  is  the  last  account  found  of  Mr.  Ser,  the  companion 
of  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  the  documents  to  which  we  have  access. 
Mr.  Gallatin  himself  arrived  in  Boston  on  the  14th  or  15th 
of  July,  in  the  same  year,  a  few  weeks  after  the  second 
arrival  of  Lafayette,  and  a  day  or  two  after  the  French  fleet 
arrived  at  Newport.  He  made  but  a  short  stay  at  Boston, 
and  proceeded  at  once  to  the  Eastward,  to  the  plantation, 
then  of  a  few  years'  standing  only,  of  Mechias,  now  Machias. 
This  was  a  settlement  almost  wholly  isolated  on  the  sea- 
board, and  the  most  easterly  possession  of  this  State  which 
she  succeeded  in  maintaining  during  the  war.  Mr.  Gallatin 
was  probably  led  thither  by  the  fact  that  a  son  of  a  country- 
man of  his  own,  Mr.  Lewis  Frederic  Delesdernier,  had  been 
for  some  years  established  there.  At  this  time  Mr.  Deles- 
dernier was  the  second  in  command  of  the  company  of 
troops  which  held  Fort  Gates,  the  military  position  which 
defended  the  settlement.  Mr.  Delesdernier  received  the 
young  Swiss  cordially,  giving  him  assistance  and  employ- 
ment in  his  temporary  poverty.  Mr.  Gallatin  himself  at- 
tempted to  settle  a  lot  of  land,  and  there  is  still  pointed  out 
the  meadow  where  he  cut  the  hay  with  his  own  hands. 
This  is  "  Frost's  Meadow  "  in  Perry,  not  far  from  the  site 
of  the  present  Indian  village. 
3 
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Fort  Gates,  at  Mechias,  was  an  establishment  under  the 
charge  of  Colonel  John  Allan,  a  Nova  Scotia  Whig,  who 
had  been  intrusted  with  the  defence  of  this  extreme  fron- 
tier since  1777,  and  remained  in  command  of  this  fort, 
which  he  planned  himself,  until  the  peace  in  1783.  At 
the  time  of  Mr.  Gallatin's  arrival,  the  garrison  consisted  of 
a  single  small  company  of  rangers  only,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  John  Preble,  with  a  few  Indian  scouts 
attached,  and  a  single  officer  of  artillery.  About  the 
time  of  Mr.  Gallatin's  arrival,  a  few  men  were  enlisted  for 
some  temporary  purpose,  under  the  name  of  "  the  Irish  Vol- 
unteers," serving  from  the  18th  of  September  to  the  20th 
of  October.  Although  such  occasional  assistance  as  this  is 
to  be  found  noted  in  the  volumes  of  Revolutionary  Muster- 
RoUs,  preserved  in  the  State  archives  at  Boston,  —  so  that, 
from  1777  to  1783,  the  name  of  every  man  in  that  garrison, 
and  his  length  of  service,  appear  to  be  noted  there,  —  Mr. 
Gallatin's  name  does  not  appear  in  that  number.  It  ap- 
pears, therefore,  that  any  services  that  he  may  have  ren- 
dered in  a  military  capacity  were  rendered  as  a  volunteer, 
not  attached  in  form  to  the  garrison,  —  which  his  personal 
friendship  for  Lieutenant  Delesdernier  and  his  zeal  in  the 
cause  would  readily  have  suggested.* 

This  little  garrison  had  not  been  overlooked  by  the  ene- 
my. In  August,  1777,  it  repelled  a  severe  attack  with 
credit  to  itself.  After  this  time,  however,  it  was  not  at- 
tacked again.  Mr.  Gallatin,  therefore,  cannot  have  seen 
active  service  there. 

He  remained  about  a  year  at  Mechias.  He  then  returned 
to  Boston,  in  which  place,  or  at  Cambridge,  he  lived  for 
nearly  two  years. 

It  was  during  this  period  that  he  discharged,  at  Cam- 
bridge, the  duties  of  instructor  in  the  French  language. 
The  following  is  the  vote  of  the  Corporation  appointing  him 
in  this  capacity  :  — 

''July  2d,  1782.  — Voted,  That  Mr.  Gallatin  be  permit- 

*  Such  services  gave  rise,  probably,  to  the  erroneous  supposition  that  he  en- 
listed in  that  force,  and  to  the  statement  that  he  commanded  it. 
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ted  to  instruct,  in  the  French  language,  such  of  the  stu- 
dents as  desire  it,  and  who  shall  obtain  permission  from 
their  parents  or  guardians,  in  writing,  signified  under  their 
hands,  to  the  President,  which  students  shall  be  assessed  in 
their  quarter  bills  the  sums  agreed  for  with  Mr.  Gallatin 
for  their  instruction  ;  and  that  Mr.  Gallatin  be  allowed  the 
use  of  the  Library,  a  chamber  in  the  College,  and  commons 
at  the  rate  paid  by  the  tutors,  if  he  desire  it." 

Such  a  connection  as  this  with  the  University  was  the  cus- 
tomary arrangement  then  for  instruction  in  any  new  branch 
of  study,  not  covered  by  the  previous  College  system. 

Gentlemen  then  resident  at  Cambridge  retained  always 
very  pleasant  recollections  of  the  young  Swiss  teacher. 
He  was  at  that  time  in  circumstances  of  ooverty,  lived 
with  the  greatest  simplicity  and  economy,  and,  in  his 
after  life,  recalled  with  true  warmth  of  gratitude  such  at- 
tentions as  it  was  in  the  power  of  those  around  him  to  be- 
stow upon  him.  One  only  of  his  pupils,  the  venerable 
Thomas  Greenleaf,  Esq.,  of  Quincy,  still  survives.  He  has 
favored  us  with  the  following  note  of  his  recollections  of 
his  distinguished  teacher. 

"  I  was  a  member  of  Harvard  College  at  the  time  when 
he  was  a  teacher  of  French  in  Cambridge,  but  was  a  very 
short  time  under  his  tuition.  He  must  have  been  then 
young,  for  I  entered  college  at  the  early  age  of  thirteen, 
and  am  now  the  only  surviving  member  of  the  class  that 
graduated  in  1784.  I  well  recollect  that  he  was  then  con- 
sidered an  intelligent  and  very  able  teacher.  I  was  so  well 
pleased  with  his  mode  of  instruction,  that  my  classmate, 
Thomas  Russell  —  a  son  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  Russell,  mer- 
chant, of  Boston  —  and  myself  requested  him  to  give  us 
private  lessons  in  French  during  the  vacation  ;  he  consented, 
and  met  us  at  the  mansion-house  of  Mr.  Russell,  in  Sum- 
mer Street,  for  that  purpose.  A  term  was  commenced, 
but,  after  receiving  from  him  a  few  lessons,,  some  five  or 
six  only,  he  left  this  part  of  the  country  for  the  West,  to 
our  very  great  regret,  as  we  felt  ourselves  deprived  of  the 
advantages  we  confidently  expected  to  receive  from  his 
able  and  pleasing  manner  of  teaching." 
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Mr.  Gallatin  left  Cambridge  for  Philadelphia  in  July, 
1783.     He  never  resumed  his  residence  in  New  England. 

He  resided  in  Philadelphia,  in  company  with  a  French 
gentleman  named  Savery,  until  November,  1783,  when  he 
removed  to  Western  Virginia,  intending  to  reside  there.  It 
is  said  that  some  Indian  disturbances,  with  other  causes, 
changed  this  intention.  He  had  received  his  patrimony  from 
Europe  while  in  Virginia,  and  in  December,  178.5,  removed 
to  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  bought  an  estate. 
Here  that  popularity  surrounded  him  which  he  always  held 
afterwards.  In  1789  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Convention  of  the  State ;  the  next  three  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  which  body,  in  1793, 
elected  him  one  of  the  Senators  in  the  United  States  Senate. 

He  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate  on  the  opening  of  the 
next  session,  the  first  of  the  third  Congress,  December  2, 
1793.  The  Vice-President  laid  before  the  Senate,  the 
same  day,  a  petition  of  certain  persons,  that  he  might  not 
hold  this  seat,  on  the  ground,  that  when  chosen  Senator 
he  had  not  been  a  citizen  nine  years.  This  petition  was 
not  definitely  acted  upon  until  Febuary  27,  1794. 

In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Gallatin  acted  as  a  member  of 
the  Senate,  occasionally  speaking.  It  is  worthy  of  memo- 
ry, that,  in  a  nearly  full  Senate,  he  was  one  of  a  minority 
of  two  *  who  voted  against  the  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution which  is  now  the  eleventh  article  of  amendment. 
"  The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  not  be 
construed  to  extend  to  any  suit  in  law  or  equity,  com- 
menced or  prosecuted  against  one  of  the  United  States  by 
citizens  of  another  State,  or  by  citizens  or  subjects  of  any 
foreign  state."  This  amendment  passed  the  Senate  by  a 
vote  of  twenty-three  to  two. 

On  the  10th  of  February,  1794,  the  Committee  on  Elec- 
tions reported  adversely  to  his  claim.  The  Senate  was  at 
that  time  considering  whether  to  hold  public  Sessions ;  its 
legislative  as  well  as  its  executive  sessions  having  been 
previously  held  in  private.     It  was  specially  resolved,  how- 

*  Mr.  Rutherford  voted  with  him. 
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ever,  that,  for  the  discussion  of  this  contested  election,  the 
doors  of  the  Senate  should  be  opened.  But  it  was  not  until 
the  next  winter  that  the  Senate-chamber  was  regularly  open 
to  the  public,  as  it  now  is,  during  its  legislative  action. 

The  discussion  on  his  right  to  a  seat  lasted  until  Feb- 
ruary 27th,  when  the  Senate  decided  to  sustain  its  commit- 
tee's report,  by  rejecting  the  formal  motion,  —  "  Resolved, 
that  Albert  Gallatin,  returned  to  this  house  as  a  member 
from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  is  duly  qualified  for  and 
entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States." 
Twelve  Senators  voted  for  and  fourteen  against  this  resolu- 
tion ;  such  being  the  relative  strength  of  the  Democratic 
and  Federal  parties  in  the  Senate  at  that  time.  Mr.  Galla- 
tin, in  the  course  of  the  inquiry,  drew  up  a  statement  of 
facts,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  petitioners,  on  which  the 
question  was  argued.  Brief  as  it  is,  it  is  valuable  as  his  au- 
tobiography.    It  is  in  the  following  words  :  — 

"  Albert  Gallatin  w^as  born  at  Geneva,  on  the  29th  day 
of  January,  1761.  He  left  that  place  for  the  United 
States  in  April  or  May,  1780,  arrived  in  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts, on  the  14th  -  15th  July,  of  the  same  year,  and  has 
ever  since  resided  within  the  United  States.  In  October, 
1780,  he  removed  from  Boston  to  Machias,  in  the  Province 
of  Maine,  in  which  place  and  its  neighbourhood  he  resided 
one  year,  and  commenced  a  settlement  on  a  tract  of  vacant 
land.  During  that  time,  he  furnished,  out  of  his  own 
funds,  supplies  (amounting  in  value  to  more  than  sixty 
pounds,  Massachusetts  currency)  to  Colonel  John  Allen 
(who  was  the  commanding  officer  stationed  there,  and  also 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  for  the  Eastern  Depart- 
ment) for  the  use  of  the  American  troops,  and,  on  several 
occasions,  served  as  a  volunteer  under  the  same  officer's 
command.  For  the  said  supplies  he  received,  one  year 
after,  a  warrant  on  the  treasury  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, which  he  sold  at  a  considerable  depreciation.  In 
October,  1781,  he  returned  to  Boston  ;  and  in  the  spring  of 
1782  was,  by  a  vote  of  the  Corporation  of  the  University 
of  Cambridge  (otherwise  called  Harvard  College),  chosen 
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instructor  of  the  French  language  of  the  said  University. 
By  the  same  vote  he  was  allowed  a  room  in  the  college, 
the  privilege  of  the  commons  at  the  tutors'  table,  the  use  of 
the  library,  and  also  the  right  of  having  his  pay  (which  de- 
pended on  the  voluntary  subscription  and  attendance  of  the 
students)  collected  by  the  steward  of  the  institution,  to- 
gether with  other  charges  against  the  students  for  board 
and  education.  Those  terms  he  accepted,  and  remained  in 
that  station  for  the  term  of  one  year.  In  July,  1783,  he 
removed  to  Pennsylvania,  and  in  November  of  the  same 
year  proceeded  to  Virginia,  in  which  State  he  had  pur- 
chased more  than  one  thousand  acres  of  land  (and  amount- 
ing to  more  than  one  hundred  pounds,  Virginia  currency, 
in  value),  some  time  between  July  and  November,  1783. 
Between  this  last-mentioned  period  and  the  month  of  Octo- 
ber, 1785,  he  purchased  other  lands  in  said  State,  to  a  very 
large  amount ;  and  in  said  last-mentioned  month  he  took  an 
oath  of  allegiance  to  said  State.  In  December,  1785,  he 
purchased  the  plantation  in  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania, 
on  which  he  has  lived  ever  since.  In  October,  1789,  he 
was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Convention  to  amend  the 
Constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  October,  1790,  1791, 
and  1792,  he  was  elected  member  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
same  State.  On  the  28th  of  February,  1793,  he  was  cho- 
sen Senator  to  represent  the  said  State  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  took  his  seat  in  December  following." 

About  this  time,  Mr.  Gallatin  married  Hannah  Nichol- 
son, the  daughter  of  Commodore  James  Nicholson.  Mrs. 
Gallatin  is  remembered  by  all  who  knew  her  with  great 
regard.     She  died  but  a  few  weeks  before  her  husband. 

He  returned  from  the  Senate  to  his  home  in  Fayette 
county.  The  same  summer,  the  opposition  to  the  excise 
laws  of  the  United  States,  which  had  existed  for  two  or 
three  years  in  the  western  counties,  broke  out,  in  Alleghany 
county,  into  those  violent  acts  to  which  has'"been  given 
the  name  of  the  "  Whiskey  Insurrection."  Public  meet- 
ings of  disaffected  persons  were  held,  —  the  militia  of  the 
counties  summoned  together  b}^  the  disaffected  persons,  at 
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Braddock's  field,  —  and,  at  a  meeting  composed  principally 
of  those  who  had  been  concerned  in  burning  the  house  of 
General  Nevil,  the  government  inspector,  an  assembly  of 
delegates  to  be  chosen  in  the  four  western  counties  was 
called,  to  meet  on  the  14th  day  of  August,  at  Parkinson's 
Ferry.  It  was  hoped,  doubtless,  by  the  disorganizers,  that 
this  assembly  would  be  of  such  men  as  would  favor  and 
forward  their  plans  ;  but  persons  well  affected  to  govern- 
ment joined  in  the  call,  and,  as  the  time  for  the  meeting  ap- 
proached, such  persons  joined  also  in  the  "  choosing  of  dis- 
creet delegates  "  to  the  Parkinson  assembly.  Of  these  del- 
egates Mr.  Gallatin  was  one.  He  describes  the  meeting  thus  : 
—  "  It  was  partly  a  true  representation  of  the  people,  but  it 
was  partly  not  so  ;  for  as  there  are  not  in  this  State  any  reg- 
ular township  meetings,  a  few  individuals  collected  in  any 
one  township  might  appoint  deputies,  and  the  truth  is,  that, 
in  almost  every  case,  a  minority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
respective  townships  did  make  the  appointments  ;  in  every 
township,  likewise,  where  there  were  any  violent  charac- 
ters, such  characters  would  undoubtedly  attend  the  elec- 
tion, while,  on  the  other  hand,  moderate  men  and  friends 
to  order  were  cautious,  either  in  attending  the  elections  or 
in  suffering  themselves  to  be  elected." 

The  delegates  met  on  an  eminence,  under  the  shade  of 
trees.  Colonel  Cook  was  appointed  chairman,  and  Mr. 
Gallatin  secretary.  Although  many  of  the  delegates  were 
disaffected  and  "  inflammatory  "  persons,  they  had  not,  as 
it  proved,  the  control  of  the  meeting.  Mr.  Gallatin  ap- 
peared at  once  as  the  leader  of  those  who  werq  seeking  to 
appease  the  popular  excitement,  and  gain  time  to  bring  the 
people  to  their  duty.  To  his  exertions,  according  to  Mr. 
Findlay's  account,  the  pacific  termination  of  the  meeting 
was  due.  The  leaders  of  the  "  insurgents  "  had  drawn  up 
a  series  of  violent  resolutions,  of  which  the  second  pro- 
posed the  appointment  of  "  a  Committee  of  Public  Safety, 
to  call  forth  the  resources  of  the  Western  country,  and  re- 
pel any  hostile  attempts  that  may  be  made  against  the  cit- 
izens, or  the  body  of  the  people."     "  If,"  says  Mr.  Findlay, 
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"  such  a  resolution  had  been  offered  before  such  a  number 
of  persons  had  become  desperate  by  being  involved  in  the 
preceding  riots,  it  would  not  have  been  heard  with  pa- 
tience ;  but  now  it  required  both  great  address  and  great 
fortitude  to  parry  it.  Fortunately,  there  was  among  the 
delegates  a  man  well  qualified  for  this  purpose.  His  for- 
titude was  no  doubt  the  greater,  as  he  knew  he  was  in  no 
danger  at  home  for  what  he  might  say  here.  I  mean  Mr. 
Gallatin,  the  secretary.  He  rose,  and  began  by  criticizing 
on  the  word  *  hostility ' ;  asked  what  it  meant,  or  from 
whence  the  hostilities  were  to  come.  He  alleged,  if  it  was 
the  exertions  of  government  that  were  designed  to  be  op- 
posed, the  term  was  improper  ;  the  exertions  of  govern- 
ment on  the  citizens,  in  support  of  the  laws,  being  coer- 
cion, and  not  hostility." 

Mr.  Gallatin  attempted  to  refer  the  resolutions  for 
amendment.  But  "  so  great  was  the  prevailing  panic, 
that,  notwithstanding  the  number  of  well-disposed  mem- 
bers that  were  in  the  meeting,  he  was  not  seconded."  Af- 
ter some  delay,  however.  Marshal  himself,  one  of  the  prom- 
inent "  insurgents,"  offered  to  withdraw  the  resolution,  on 
condition  that  a  committee  of  sixty  should  be  appointed, 
with  power  to  call  a  new  meeting  of  the  people  or  their 
deputies.  This  was  instantly  agreed  to,  and  a  new  resolu- 
tion was  studiously  modified,  so  as  to  insure  its  adoption, 
and  was  agreed  to  by  the  meeting. 

"  Mr.  Gallatin  had  the  fortitude,"  adds  Findlay,  "to  ob- 
ject to  the  exception  against  the  excise,  and  procured  it  to 
be  struck  out  ;  but  durst  not  offer  an  affirmative  resolution 
in  favor  of  submitting  to  it.  Indeed,  the  doing  so  at  this 
time  would  have  been  imprudent,  nor  would  success,  in 
such  a  resolution,  have  been  of  use  till  submission  to  the 
municipal  laws  had  been  restored." 

The  result  of  a  convention  from  which  so  much  had 
been  feared  was,  under  such  agency,  simply  the  appomt- 
ment  of  a  committee  of  conference,  and  a  call  for  another 
assembly.  Of  the  committee  of  conference,  appointed  to 
meet    the    government   commissioners,    Mr.    Gallatin  was 
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one.  They  acceded  to  the  terms  proposed  by  the  com- 
missioners at  once,  and  used  their  etTorts  to  induce  the  peo- 
ple to  accept  them.  Mr.  Gallatin,  as  a  judge  of  election  in 
Fayette  county,  officially  returned  the  signatures  of  a  large 
number  of  the  citizens  of  that  county  to  an  association 
agreement  to  support  the  government.  His  influence  must 
have  been  of  great  value  throughout,  in  keeping  down  the 
spirit  of  disaffection. 

In  the  next  year,  a  Congressional  district,  in  which  he 
did  not  reside,  embracing  Alleghany  county,  chose  him, 
without  drawing  party  distinctions,  its  member  in  Con- 
gress ;  and  he  held  his  seat,  as  member  for  that  district, 
until,  in  ISOl,  he  was  appointed  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury by  Mr.  Jefferson.  In  the  first  Congress  in  which  he 
thus  sat,  the  celebrated  question  relating  to  measures  for 
carrying  out  Jay's  treaty  came  up,  and  was  decided.  Mr. 
Gallatin  was  in  the  minority  of  forty-eight,  which,  in  the 
division,  appeared  against  a  majority  of  fifty-three.  He 
spoke  against  the  treaty,  and  his  speech  was  printed.  He 
was  always  an  active  member,  and  spoke  frequently. 
While  a  member,  he  published,  in  1796,  his  ''  Sketch  of 
the  Finances  of  the  United  States,"  and,  in  ISOO,  "  Views 
of  the  Public  Debt,  Receipts,  and  Expenditures  of  the 
United  States." 

From  his  appointment  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
1801,  he  retained  that  seat  until  1813.  For  he  held  his 
seat  in  Mr.  Madison's  cabinet,  although  individually  op- 
posed to  the  war.  Mr.  Madison  nominated  him.  May  31, 
1813,  one  of  the  envoys  to  negotiate  peace.  The  Senate 
rejected  the  nomination,  on  the  ground  that  that  office  was 
incompatible  with  his  office  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
which  he  still  held.  He  afterwards  resigned  his  seat  in  the 
cabinet,  was  nominated  as  envoy  again,  and  the  nomination 
was  confirmed.  In  1814,  with  the  other  envoys  at  Ghent, 
he  signed  the  treaty  of  peace  ;  and  in  1815,  with  Mr.  Ad- 
ams and  Mr.  Clay,  concluded  a  commercial  convention' with 
Great  Britain.  From  1816  to  1823,  he  was  our  minister 
at  Paris,  and  in   1827  and  1828,  our  minister  at  London. 
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In  1829  he  was  appointed  a  commissioner,  together  with 
Mr.  Preble,  to  draw  up  the  statement  in  relation  to  the 
Northeastern  Boundary  question,  to  be  presented,  on  behalf 
of  our  government,  to  the  king  of  the  Netherlands,  for  his 
arbitration.  In  1824,  he  was  nominated  as  a  candidate  for 
the  Vice-Presidency  by  that  part  of  the  Democratic  party 
which  supported  Mr.  Crawford,  but  he  withdrew  from  the 
canvass. 

Since  1829  he  has  not  been  in  official  political  life.  Un- 
til 1839,  however,  he  held  the  Presidency  of  the  National 
Bank,  in  New  York  ;  and,  until  the  end  of  his  life,  his 
opinions  were  sought  as  of  great  weight  in  matters  of  pol- 
icy and  finance.  He  has  not  withdrawn  from  an  interest 
in  public  affairs  since  he  left  official  duty.  His  essays  on 
the  Northeastern  Boundary  Question,  the  Map  of  Mr.  Jay, 
the  Danger  of  War  with  England,  and  Peace  with  Mexico, 
are  so  recent  as  to  be  distinctly  recollected  in  the  commu- 
nity, through  which  they  were  widely  circulated. 

Gentlemen,  of  whatever  party,  who  associated  with  him 
in  political'  life,  unite  in  testifying  to  the  amenity  of  dispo- 
sition and  diligence  of  research  which  he  brought  to  his 
public  duties.  He  was  a  favorite  speaker  in  Congress,  al- 
though his  remnant  of  French  accent  sometimes  excited  a 
smile.  Abroad,  his  knowledge  of  foreign  customs  and  his 
gentleness  of  manner  made  him  generally  popular.  There 
still  remain  pleasant  anecdotes  of  his  offers  of  service  to 
those  Avho  had  befriended  him  in  his  early  New  England 
career, — offers  made  by  him  after  he  had  attained  distin- 
guished political  position.  When  the  collection  district  of 
Eastport  was  established,  he  named  his  old  friend.  Lieuten- 
ant Delesdernier,  as  the  first  collector, — and  he  retained 
that  position  till  his  death. 

In  the  words  of  one  of  our  members,  who  knew  him 
well,  "  He  was  a  very  extraordinary  man.  That  he  was 
able  to  plunge  into  the  politics  of  this  country,  and  succeed 
as  he  did,  shows  great  force  of  character.  For  he  excelled 
in  that,  which,  for  a  foreigner,  is  most  difficult,  —  I  mean  in 
public  speaking.     He  was  a  leader  of  the  Democratic  party 
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in  the  House  of  Representatives,  at  a  time  when  they  had 
such  men  as  Mr.  Livingston,  Giles,  and  Nicholas  on  the 
floor  of  that  body,  —  a  leader  not  only  in  council,  but  in  de- 
bate. His  perceptions  were  clear,  and  his  knowledge  pre- 
cise and  accurate,  beyond  those  of  most  men.  The  most 
perplexed  subject  became  transparent  in  his  hands.  This 
was  not  owing  to  any  extraordinary  skill  in  the  use  of  lan- 
guage, although,  for  a  foreigner,  his  command  of  the  Eng- 
lish was  remarkable.  He  probably,  however,  wrote  French 
better  than  he  did  English.  But  his  arrangement,  discrim- 
ination, and  reasoning  were  faultless." 

These  political  services  of  Mr.  Gallatin  are  not  more  im- 
portant than  those  scientific  and  literary  labors,  which 
occupied  him  to  the  very  close  of  his  life,  and  have  a 
special  interest  for  our  Society. 

Among  these  labors,  more  properly  than  among  those 
usually  expected  of  a  cabinet  officer,  we  should  speak  of 
his  elaborate  report  on  internal  improvements.  This  was 
prepared  in  1S07  and  1808,  in  answer  to  an  order  of  the 
Senate.  It  is  the  earliest  complete  view  of  the  subject 
by  the  national  government.  It  was  made,  of  course,  with- 
out opportunity  to  introduce  steam-navigation  or  steam 
land-carriage  among  the  facilities  at  command.  It  is  none 
the  less  interesting,  however.  For  it  gives  an  elaborate 
view  of  the  necessities  of  the  whole  country,  brings  for- 
ward reports  of  all  enterprises  then  undertaken  here,  and 
proposes  a  comprehensive  series  of  plans  for  the  enlarging 
the  internal  intercourse  of  the  whole  nation.  At  that  time, 
these  schemes  must  have  seemed  immense,  though  they  are 
now  so  far  passed  by  in  the  development  of  our  resources. 
He  proposes  for  the  action  of  the  general  government,  either 
directly  or  by  the  assistance  which  it  should  give  to  local 
enterprises,  the  system  of  canals  and  turnpikes  of  Avhich  he 
makes  the  following  recapitulation  :  — 
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I.  From  north  to  south,  in  a  direction  parallel 

to  the  sea-coast :  — 

1.  Canals  opening  an  inland  navigation  for 
sea-vessels  from  Massachusetts  to  North 
Carolina,  being  more  than  two  thirds  of  the 
Atlantic  coast,  and  across  all  the  principal 

capes,  except  Cape  Fear,  .         .  $  3,000,000 

2.  A  great  turnpike  from  Maine  to  Georgia, 
along  the  whole  extent  of  the  Atlantic  sea- 
coast,      '.     4,800,000 

II.  From  east  to  west  :  — 

1.  Improvement  of  four  great  Atlantic  rivers, 
including  canals  parallel  to  them,      .         .     1,500,000 

2.  Four  first-rate  turnpike-roads  from  those 
rivers  across  the  mountains,  to  the  four 
corresponding  Western  rivers,  .         .     2,800,000 

3.  Canal  around  Falls  of  Ohio,     .  .  .        300,000 

4.  Improvement  of  roads  to  Detroit,  St.  Louis, 

and  New  Orleans, 200,000 

III.  In  a  northern  and  northwestwardly  direc- 
tion, forming  inland  navigation  between 
the  Atlantic  sea-coast,  and  the  Great  Lakes 
and  St.  Lawrence  :  — 

1.  Inland  navigation   between  North  River 

and  Lake  Champlain,       .  ...  .         800,000 

2.  Great  inland  navigation,  opened  the  whole 
way  by  canals  from  North  River  to  Lake 

Ontario,  .         .         .         .         '.  '      .     2,200,000 

3.  Canal  around  Falls  of  Niagara,  opening  a 
sloop  navigation  from  Lake  Ontario  to 
Upper  Lakes,  as  far  as  extremities  of  Lake 
Michigan, 1,000,000 

$  16,600,000 

He  then  brings  out  a  view  of  the  available'"resources  of 
the  national  treasury,  arguing  that  it  could  accomplish  this 
enterprise,  without  new  taxation,  in  ten  years'  time. 

In  the  mass  of  correspondence  which   he  collected  in 
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this  duty,  is  a  very  long  and  valuable  letter  from  Robert 
Fulton,  who  had  studied  such  a  scheme  for  many  years. 
Mr.  Gallatin  calls  particular  attention  to  this  letter.  It  is  now 
a  most  curious  paper  ;  for,  although  written  in  December, 
1807,  it  contains  no  allusion  to  the  grand  invention  which 
its  author  had  then  just  tested,  —  which  so  soon  afterwards 
effected  a  more  magnificent  internal  intercommunication 
than  any  which  even  his  sanguine  report  ventures  to  look 
forward  to.  No  one  did  so  much  as  himself  to  set  aside 
the  necessity  of  such  schemes  for  intercourse  as  his  re- 
port had  been  advising.  A  letter  of  Mr.  Latrobe's  gives 
a  detailed  account  of  railways  and  their  advantages  as  then 
known.  It  is  a  good  instance  of  that  keen  insight  which 
was  one  of  Mr.  Gallatin's  remarkable  gifts,  that,  from  an 
immense  mass  of  kindred  letters,  he  selected,  as  most  val- 
uable and  worthy  of  wide  circulation,  these  two,  where  his 
judgment  has  been  so  signally  confirmed  by  time. 

We  allude  to  this  report  as  an  instance  of  Mr.  Gallatin's 
generous  public  spirit  and  scientific  zeal.  His  most  elabo- 
rate literary  work  is  his  "  Synopsis  of  the  Indian  Tribes 
within  the  United  States,  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and 
in  the  British  and  Russian  Possessions  in  North  America." 
This  is  the  memoir  which  he  prepared  for  this  Society,  and 
which  forms  the  principal  part  of  the  second  volume  of  its 
transactions.  From  his  own  accomit  of  it,  it  appears  that 
he  took  the  first  step  to  it  in  1823,  at  which  time  he  was 
residing  in  Paris.  He  drew  up,  at  the  request  of  Alexander 
von  Humboldt,  a  memoir  on  the  Indian  languages,  for  the 
use  of  that  distinguished  author,  who  proposed  to  annex  it 
to  the  second  edition  of  his  work  on  Mexico.  While  it 
was  yet  in  manuscript.  Von  Humboldt  gave  the  use  of  it  to 
the  distinguished  philologist,  Adrien  von  Balhi,  who  was 
then  preparing  his  Ethnographic  Atlas.  In  the  seventh 
chapter  of  his  Introduction  to  this  Atlas,  Balbi  uses  this 
memoir  as  one  of  his  leading  authorities  ill  regard  to  the 
division  of  the  native  tribes  of  the  eastern  part  of  North 
America.  The  publication  of  Balbi's  work  excited  the 
attention  of  this  Society  ;  and  the  Society  requested  Mr. 
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Gallatin  to  furnish  a  copy  of  his  essay  for  publication  in 
its  transactions.  He  had  not  preserved  any  copy  of  the 
essay  itself,  but,  in  the  mean  time,  had  published  a  "  Table 
of  the  Tribes,"  embracing  its  results  ;  had  collected  ma- 
terials for  very  considerable  additions  to  it ;  and  had  en- 
gaged himself  in  bringing  these  into  order.  The  result, 
published  by  this  Society  in  1836,  is  his  comprehensive 
essay  which  we  have  named.  The  introduction  is  in  itself 
an  elaborate  and  complete  work,  which  must  remain  the 
standard  authority  on  the  geographical  distribution  and 
mutual  relations  of  the  American  tribes ;  since  it  is  de- 
veloped from  the  results  of  inquiries  which  could  not  all  of 
them,  even  now,  be  renewed,  as  the  extinction  of  differ- 
ent languages  and  even  tribes  is  still  going  on.  To  this 
essay  he  adds,  as  an  appendix,  another  essay,  of  great 
philological  value,  on  the  grammar  of  the  Indian  languages. 
These  two  essays  lead  to  the  comparative  vocabularies  of 
fifty-one  different  tribes.  The  collection  and  arrangement 
of  the  material  for  this  work  show  the  diligence  and  com- 
prehensiveness of  his  intellectual  labor,  and  the  result  is 
the  most  valuable  treatise  which  has  been  attempted  on  the 
Indian  language  of  the  continent. 

In  the  first  volume  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  New  York 
Ethnological  Society,  he  adds  to  this  paper  one  on  the  semi- 
civilized  nations  of  Mexico,  Yucatan,  and  Peru.  Without 
as  good  opportunity  to  go  into  the  study  of  language  as  he 
had  in  the  cases  of  the  Northern  Indian  tribes,  he  had  here 
other  resources  by  which  to  study  race  and  origin.  The 
paper  is  a  very  curious  sequel  to  the  "  Synopsis  "  already 
named.  Mr.  Gallatin's  authority  on  the  similarity  of  gram- 
matical forms  evident  in  comparison  of  the  languages  of 
the  semi-civilized  nations  with  those  of  Northern  trihes,  is 
of  great  value  in  the  questions  relating  to  the  American 
aborigines  and  their  origin. 

His  interest  in  the  subject  of  this  great  work  was  un- 
abated to  the  period  of  his  death.  He  was  the  founder  of 
the  New  York  Ethnological  Society,  instituted  to  carry  on 
and  collect  kindred  investigations.     His  papers  form  a  con- 
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siderable  part  of  the  two  volumes  already  published  by  that 
Society.  As  the  progress  of  discovery  and  adventure  south 
of  the  old  Louisiana,  and  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
brought  more  and  more  tribes  and  languages  into  distinct 
view,  he  added  to  the  results  of  the  comprehensive  essay 
which  we  have  described,  and  was  able  to  carry  out  farther 
the  profound  suggestions  which  he  had  already  made,  on 
the  connection  between  the  ancient  Mexicans  and  the 
tribes  of  our  own  land. 

One  of  his  last  published  papers  is  a  letter  which  he 
addressed  to  Lieutenant  Emory,  in  August,  1847.  on  the 
Indian  tribes  of  the  valley  of  the  River  Gila.  It  shows  in 
the  most  interesting  way  how  active  and  powerful  was  his 
mind,  although  he  was  then  in  his  eighty-sixth  year.  In 
the  compass  of  a  few  pages  he  so  alludes  to  the  different 
lines  of  research  which  he  is  still  pursuing,  as  to  present  a 
beautiful  picture  of  the  activity  of  a  serene  and  well-trained 
old  age. 

He  died  at  his  seat,  at  Astoria,  near  New  York,  on  the 
12th  of  August  last. 

In  his  death  the  country  has  lost  the  man  most  learned 
in  all  questions  relating  to  the  origin,  the  language,  and  the 
mutual  relations  of  the  native  tribes.  It  has  lost,  at  the  same 
time,  a  statesman,  whose  memory  went  back  over  the  whole 
of  its  history,  and  whose  calm  review  of  the  past  gave  great 
weight  to  all  his  counsels  for  present  political  duty. 

RESOLUTION. 
Resolved,  That  by  the  decease  of  the  Hon.'  Albert  Gal- 
latin, the  American  Antiquarian  Society  has  lost  one  of  its 
most  efficient  and  distinguished  members.  In  his  connec- 
tion with  the  studies  which  occupy  our  institution,  we 
have  learned  to  regard  him  as  a  man  of  science,  uniting 
great  sagacity  in  observation  with  singular  comprehensive- 
ness of  mind.  The  distinction  he  has  gained,  and  the  ser- 
vices he  has  rendered  in  this  relation,  are  not  less  eminent 
than  those  of  his  career  as  an  upright  statesman  and  suc- 
cessful diplomatist. 
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NOTE. 

Mr.  Gallatin's  published  works,  besides  ordinary  official 
papers,  are,  so  far  as  we  can  name  them :  — 

1795.  Speech  in  the  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania, 
on  the  (Question  of  the  Validity  of  the  Elections 
held  in  the  four  Western  Counties  of  the  State, 
October  14,  1794.  With  Notes  and  an  Appendix 
containing  Documents  relating  to  the  Western  In- 
surrection.    Philadelphia,     pp.  66. 

1795.  Speech  in  Congress  on  the  British  Treaty. 

1796.  Sketch  of  the  Finances  of  the  United  States.    8vo. 

New  York. 
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PROCEEDINGS. 


SEMI-ANNUAL   MEETING^— APRIL   30,  1851, 
At  the  Rooms  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences, 

IN  Boston. 


Hon.  Edw'-ard  Everett,  President,  in  the  chair. 

After  the  reading  of  the  record  of  the  last  meeting,  in 
October,  1850,  the  Report  of  the  Council  to  the  Society, 
with  the  Treasurer's  Report,  and  the  Report  of  the  Librari- 
an, were  read. 

Voted,  To  accept  the  Report  of  the  Council,  embracing 
the  other  Reports,  and  to  re-commit  the  same  to  the  Coun- 
cil, for  such  disposition  as  they  may  think  proper. 

Voted,  To  proceed  to  ballot  for  the  election  of  John  C. 
B.  Davis,  Esq.,  of  Worcester  (now  in  London),  as  a  member 
of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Davis  was  accordingly  elected. 

On  motion  of  Professor  Simon  Greenleaf,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to 
Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury,  for  his  munificent  donation  of  a 
valuable  lot  for  a  new  library  building. 

On  motion  of  the  same  gentleman,  it  was 

Voted,  That  the  whole  subject  of  erecting  a  new  library 
building,  and  the  disposal  of  the  old  buUding  and  land,  be 


submitted  to  the  discretion  of  the  Council,  with  full  power 
to  sell  the  old  building  and  land,  and  erect  a  new  one,  as 
they  may  think  proper. 

Voted,  To  dissolve  the  meeting. 


REPORT    OP    THE   COUNCIL, 

APRIL    30,    1851. 

The  Council  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  pur- 
suant to  the  provisions  of  the  by-laws,  submit  the  following 
as  their  semi-annual  report. 

These  reports,  required  to  be  made  once  in  six  months, 
?are  designed  to  keep  the  Association  informed  of  the  doings 
t)f  the  Council,  which  has  the  supervision  of  affairs  during 
the  interval.  The  even  tenor  of  our  way,  and  the  quiet 
manner  in  which  our  business  is  done,  fm-nish  little  to  at- 
tract public  attention ;  and  while  our  advances  in  growth, 
from  one  stated  meeting  to  another,  are  almost  as  imper- 
ceptible as  the  motion  of  the  hands  upon  the  dial  of  a  clock, 
or  the  progress  of  the  turning  shadow,  yet,  if  we  inquire 
Avhat  our  condition  was  in  the  outset,  and  compare  it  with 
■the  present  state  of  things,  the  evidence  will  establish  the 
■encouraging  fact  that  we  have  made  progress,  and  that  our 
labors  have  neither  been  vain  nor  frnitless. 

Perhaps,  in  reference  to  this  consideration,  it  will  not  be 
u  waste  of  time  to  glance  at  the  past  in  a  summary  of  such 
leading  events  as  are  connected  with  our  origin,  our  objects 
«is  defined  by  the  founders,  and  the  measures  adopted  to 
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execute  them.  This  will  bring  the  coiii-se  of  poh'cy  which 
has  been  pursued  with  some  degree  of  distinctness  before 
the  Society,  and  indicate  our  probable  future  course. 

In  October,  1812,  Isaiah  Thomas,  Nath'l  Paine,  Wm. 
Paine,  Levi  Lincoln,  Aaron. Bancroft,  and  Edward  Bangs, 
all  of  Worcester,  and  all  long  since  deceased,  laid  before  the 
legislature  their  petition,  praying  for  an  act  of  incorporation, 
declaring  it  to  be  their  purpose,  "  to  contribute  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  to  aid  by  their  in- 
dividual and  miited  efforts  in  collecting  and  preserving  such 
materials  as  may  be  useful  in  marking  their  progress." 

An  act  was  passed,  and  became  a  law  on  the  24th  of  the 
same  October,  and  the  first  meeting  under  it  was  held  on 
the  19th  day  of  November  following,  when  the  Society  was 
organized. 

The  next  step  was  to  mark  out  the  coui-se  to  be  pursued. 
At  a  meeting  held  in  Sept.  1813,  a  committee  which  had 
been  previously  instructed  "to  draw  up  some  account  of  the 
nature  of  the  institution  with  a  detailed  statement  of  its 
objects,"  made  their  report,  in  which,  among  other  things, 
they  say  "  Should  it  be  asked  what  are  the  intended  objects 
of  this  Society  ?  we  will  answer  in  the  words  of  Sir  Wil- 
liam Jones  to  the  Asiatic  Society,  ^  Man  and  Nature : — 
Whatever  is  or  has  been  performed  by  the  one,  or  produced 
by  the  other,''  "  and  again  they  say,  "the  chief  objects  of  the 
inquiries  and  researches  of  this  Society  will  be  American 
Antiquities,  natural,  artificial,  and  literary ;  not,  however, 
excluding  those  of  other  countries." 

It  is  stated  also  in  the  petition,  that  one  of  the  petitioners 
had  a  valuable  collection  of  books  which  he  proposed  to 
transfer  to  the  Society;  and,  at  a  meeting  held  in  1814,  it 
is  stated,  that,  "  Our  library  now  consists  of  nearly  3000 
volimies." 


The  plan  thus  developed,  is  sufficiently  broad  and  com- 
prehensive, embracing  an  investigation  of  the  works  of  man 
and  the  products  of  Nature,  with  a  view  to  treasure  up  for 
future  use,  whatever  should  be  of  value  in  literature  or 
physiology.  This  design,  if  faithfully  and  successfully  ex- 
ecuted, will  in  time  build  up  an  institution  which  will  be 
an  honor  to  our  race,  and  a  point  of  attraction  to  men  of 
learning,  wherever  they  may  be.  This  we  are  aware  is  in 
the  dim,  contingent  future,  and  that  the  tardy  progress  tow- 
ards it  will  demand  labor  and  patience.  We  are  fully  aware 
also  of  the  disadvantages  under  which  We  carry  forward 
this  enterprise.  With  the  exception  of  the  Librarian,  those 
connected  with  the  Institution  have  employments  of  their 
own,  which  demand  their  attention,  leaving  them  little  leis^ 
ure  to  cultivate  the  taste,  and  employ  the  means  which 
would  be  most  efficient  in  securing  a  vigorous  growth. 
Nevertheless,  when  we  contrast  the  past  with  the  present, 
and  consider  the  resources  v/hich  have  been  employed  to 
make  us  what  we  are,  we  have  no  feeling  of  despair  or  dis- 
couragement. 

It  will  be  thii'ty-nine  years  the  19th  of  next  November, 
since  the  organization  of  the  Society.  It  then  had  no  funds, 
no  real  or  personal  estate,  no  place  of  deposit,  and  nothing 
to  deposit.  Its  whole  resources  then  consisted  in  the  prom- 
ise of  a  small,  but  respectable  private  library — and  in  the 
courage,  under  the  auspices  of  their  leader,  Isaiah  Thomas, 
to  make  an  effort  to  deserve  success. . 

The  library  was  kept  in  the  mansion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  and 
the  meetings  of  the  Council  were  held  there  ;  and  he  might 
with  great  justice  have  said  "quorum  pars  magna  fui."  In 
1819,  upon  the  Antiquarian  lot,  then  owned  by  him,  he 
erected,  at  his  own  expense,  the  centre  building  of  the  hall 
now  owned  and  occupied  by  the  Society.     The  books  and 


cabinet  were  moved  into  it  in  1820,  and  from  that  time  to 
this  it  has  been  our  place  of  deposit  and  business. 

In  1831,  eleven  years  after,  Mr.  Thomas  died,  leaving  to 
the  Society  the  land  and  the  building,  and  a  legacy  which, 
in  cash,  may  be  estimated  at  about  $24,000  (though  a  con- 
siderable part  of  it  was  realized  at  a  later  period),  besides 
the  books  which  he  had  from  time  to  time  contributed  to 
the  library.  Mr.  Thomas  was  emphatically  the  father  of 
the  association.  He  nursed  it  into  life,  and  from  his  private 
resom-ces  gave  to  it  the  inherent  strength  and  vigor  to  move 
on  its  career,  and  commend  itself  to  public  favor,  both  by 
its  present  importance,  and  its  promise  of  future  usefulness. 

Its  affairs  have  at  all  times  been  quietly,  nay,  almost 
silently  conducted.  No  temporary  expedients,  no  artificial 
stimulants  have  been  employed  to  give  to  it  a  factitious  im- 
portance. No  pecuniary  aid  has  been  solicited  for  it,  nor 
has  prosperity  been  sought  through  any  means  except  that 
voluntary  support  which  is  yielded  from  a  conviction  that 
we  are  engaged  in  a  meritorious  work  deserving  encourage-. 
ment. 

On  this  platform  we  have  stood,  and  under  this  system  of 
action  we  have  come  to  be  what  we  are ;  and  we  leave  all 
who  feel  an  interest  in  us,  to  decide  for  themselves  whether 
the  Institution  furnishes  good  grounds  for  hope. 

Om'  library,  from  the  small  beginnings  which  have  been 
pointed  out,  has  gradually,  and  to  a  large  extent  through  the 
benevolent  contributions  of  numerous  individuals,  besides 
its  principal  benefactor,  increased,  till  it  now  contains  about 
19,000  volumes,  besides  a  mass  of  pamphlets,  maps,  prints, 
and  manuscripts. 

While  we  have  been  thus  encouraged  by  the  countenance 
angl  support  of  a  multitude  of  learned  and  enlightened  indi- 
viduals, we  have  not  neglected  another  duty  devolved  upon 
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us  by  the  founders.  The  Society  at  an  early  day  resolved 
to  penetrate  as  far  as  possible  the  misty  regions  of  aboriginal 
history,  and  to  make  the  world  better  acquainted  with  the 
American  Indians  and  their  attainments  in  civilization. 

In  1820,  they  published  a  volume  of  Archasology,  of  435 
pages,  in  which  the  principal  article  was  from  the  pen  of 
Mr.  Atwater,  containing  an  account  of  his  researches  among 
the  ancient  mounds,  works  of  defence,  and  other  remains  in 
the  West,  illustrated  by  maps,  plans  and  di-awings.  This 
works  goes  far  towards  putting  to  rest  the  supposition  that 
this  region  was  once  inhabited  by  a  race  of  civilized  men. 
Nothing  discovered  by  the  writer,  or  by  subsequent  research, 
sustains  this  supposition. 

In  1836,  the  Society  turned  its  attention  to  a  branch  of 
this  subject  of  greater  interest,  and  promising  in  the  end  to 
do  much  towards  disclosing  the  source  from  whence  the 
Indian  tribes  came,  and  their  identity  with  other  nations,  if 
they  have  any.  This  subject  was  considered  in  a  learned, 
elaborate  essay,  of  great  merit,  by  the  late  Albert  Gallatin, 
publislied  in  that  year  by  this  Society,  in  a  volume  of  573 
pages.  This  is  an  auspicious  beginning,  and  it  remains  for 
the  Society  to  decide  whether  it  will  not  pursue  with  zeal 
the  subject,  and  extend  its  collection  of  facts,  until  they  be- 
come sufficient  to  authorize  deductions  which  will  be  of 
great  interest  to  the  savans  of  the  World. 

These  two  volumes  have  been  received  by  the  learned 
Avith  decided  tokens  of  approbation,  and  have  reflected  credit 
upon  the  Society  which  has  been  the  medium  of  publication. 

In  1850,  we  commenced  a  third  publication,  consisting 
chiefly  of  the  early  records  of  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  with  notes  by  our  Librarian,  who  has  executed  a  diffi- 
cult task  demanding  great  labor  and  patience,  in  a  manrjer 
creditable  to  himself,  and  satisfactory  to  the  Society.     This 
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volume,  also,  covering  as  it  does  a  most  interesting  portion 
of  the  early  history  of  our  colonial  ancestors,  cannot,  from 
its  identity  with  things  which  we  deeply  venerate,  fail  to  com- 
mand public  approbation  in  our  coinitry.  To  the  philoso- 
pher, or  the  antiquarian,  it  may  be  less  attractive  than  its 
predecessors, — but  to  the  theologian,  the  statesman,  and  the 
advocate  of  free  inquiry  and  free  institutions,  it  is  of  the 
deepest  interest  in  developing  the  germs  of  the  great  future 
m  which  we  live. 

This  brief  but  imperfect  outline  of  the  leading  events  in 
our  history,  for  nearly  thirty-nine  years,  shows  at  a  glance 
our  resources  and  our  progress. 

In  1812,  we  had  a  few  books,  perhaps  2000  volumes; 
now  we  have  19,000.  In  1831,  we  came  for  the  first  time 
into  the  enjoyment  of  a  fund  designed  for  the  support  of 
the  Institution, — Mr.  Thomas  up  to  that  time  having  de- 
frayed the  necessary  charges,  chiefly  from  his  own  purse. 
This  fund  as  it  was  finally  realized,  amounted  to  about 
$24,000.  This  day,  by  the  Treasurer's  Report,  it  amounts 
to  pi,258,73. 

Having  glanced  at  what  we  were,  and  at  what  we  are,  it 
now  remains  to  add  a  few  Avords  respecting  the  future. 

Our  labors  in  collecting  and  preserving  are  far  from  being 
completed.  While  the  press  throws  off"  the  mental  produc- 
tions of  our  race,  we  shall  continue  to  gather  up  and  gar- 
ner, until  we  have  a  vast  store-house  of  human  productions, 
marking  and  defining  the  progress  of  the  thoughts  and  ac- 
tions which  shall  characterize  events  as  they  succeed  each 
other.  The  accumulation  of  books,  maps,  manuscripts, 
relics,  and  fossils,  will  not  be  suspended  until  the  Society 
ceases  to  have  vitality. 

The  sciences  of  language,  anatomy,  and  geology,  have 
opened  to  explorers  new  fields,  rich  in  those  productions, 
which  have,  in  this  our  day,  thrown  a  flood  of  light  upon 
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things  before  imperfectly  understood.  Through  the  evi- 
dence disclosed  by  fossil  remains,  we  can  ante-date  all  writ- 
ten history,  and  satisfy  om'selves  what  animals  and  fishes 
existed  before  letters  were  known,  and,  through  the  help  of 
anatomy,  assign  to  them  their  appropriate  classification. 

So  it  is  Avith  languages.  Their  elements  are  easily  ana- 
lyzed, and  it  is  not  difficult  to  trace  the  proofs  of  a  kindred 
relation,  where  it  exists,  until  the  head  or  source  is  discover- 
ed. But  it  takes  time,  labor,  and  patience.  This  source  of 
evidence  is  open  to  us  among  the  Indians,  and  in  the  absence 
of  all  written  records  may,  and  probably  will,  lead  us  step 
by  step,  till  the  parent  tongue  is  found,  and  the  line  of 
kindred  traced  back  to  a  common  ancestor.  By  this  process 
much  may  be  done  to  settle  vexed  questions,  and  improve 
our  knowledge  of  Indian  history. 

Analysis  reaches  the  person  of  the  Indian,  as  well  as  his 
language.  Although  much  has  been  done  to  develop  a 
knowledge  of  his  physical  characteristics,  yet  it  is  believed 
much  remains  for  research.  When  this  field  is  fully  ex- 
plored, and  the  facts,  are  collected,  they  will  do  much  to 
settle  and  define  the  relation  Avhich  he  bears  to  the  other 
races  inhabiting  the  earth. 

Again,  the  fossil  remains,  Avhich  may  be  considered  the 
records  of  nature,  disclosing  new  and  interesting  facts  in 
natural  history,  should  not  escape  our  attention.  We  should 
appropriate  as  many  leaves  from  this  book  as  we  can  obtain. 

But  Ave  need  not  dAvell  upon  these  considerations,  as  there 
is  little  danger  of  our  exhausting  the  sources  of  research 
opened  to  us  by  the  founders. 

We  cannot,  hoAvever,  close  these  remarks  without  a  brief 
notice  of  one  or  tAVO  other  topics  connected  Avith  our  affairs. 

A  member  of  our  Board,  the  Honorable  Stephen  Salisbury, 
having  made  from  time  to  time,  several  valuable  donations 
in  books,  has,  since  the  last  semi-annual  meeting,  given  to 
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the  Society  a  valuable  lot  for  the  site  of  a  new  library. 
This  lot  is  situated  between  the  old  Court  House  and  High- 
land street,  and  is  in  all  respects,  well  adapted  to  the  uses 
proposed.  "Wliile  this  liberal  gift  entitles  Mr.  Salisbury  to 
our  unfeigned  gratitude,  it  places  him  in  point  of  generosity 
next  to  our  principal  benefactor. 

We  shall  part  with  the  old  Hall  and  its  site  with  some  re- 
gret, as  it  is  the  place  provided  by  the  munificence  of  ]\Ir. 
Thomas,  and  doubtless  intended  by  him  to  be  perpetuated 
to  the  uses  of  the  Society.  There  are,  too,  many  associations 
connected  with  it,  which  cannot  be  relinquished  without 
painful  sensations.  The  Council  have  not  disregarded  these 
considerations,  or  treated  them  with  unbecoming  levity. 
The  pecuniary  interests  of  the  Society,  and  its  anxiety  to 
conform  with  scrupulous  exactness  to  the  conditions  imposed 
by  Mr.  Thomas,  would  lead  them  to  remain  where  they 
are  ;  but  the  site  is  so  damp  as  to  be  injurious  to  books  and 
papers,  and  moreover  the  building  itself  has  become  inade- 
quate to  our  exigences.  Under  these  cii'cumstances,  the  very 
liberal  proposition  of  Mr.  Salisbury  seemed  to  furnish  a  jus- 
tifiable reason  for  the  erection  of  a  building  upon  a  new  site 
exempt  from  the  inconveniences  to  which  we  have  been 
subjected. 

Since  our  last  meeting,  we  have  seen  the  announcement 
of  the  death  of  David  Daggett,  of  New  Haven,  one  of  our 
members.  Mr.  Daggett  was  known  to  all  of  us  who  Avere 
educated  at  Yale  College,  as  a  distinguished  lawyer,  who 
was  a  shining  star  among  such  men  as  Dr.  Dwigjit,  Presi- 
dent Day,  Professor  Silliman,  Roger  M.  Sherman,  Judge 
Gould,  Nathan  Smith,  and  others.  Among  all  the  gifted 
men  to  Avhich  the  writer  has  listened  at  the  bar,  he  remem- 
bers no  one  who  addressed  a  jury  with  greater  force  and 
effect.  His  manner  was  warm,  earnest,  and  apparently  sin- 
cere.    His  eloquence  was  often  captivating,  and  his  argu 
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iiients  were  pressed  with  force  and  ingenuity.  He  had  de- 
servedly a  great  name  in  his  profession  among  great  men. 
His  talents  raised  him  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
where  he  acquitted  himself  in  a  manner  which  secured  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  his  contemporaries.  Afterwards 
he  was  made  Chief  Justice  of  Connecticut,  by  a  democratic 
legislature,  being  himself  a  federalist ;  which  is  a  tribute  to 
his  integrity  and  capacity  of  which  few  men  can  boast.  A 
native  of  Massachusetts,  he  spent  his  life  in  Connecticut, 
where  he  died  at  an  advanced  age,  leaving  behind  him  a 
character  for  integrity  and  capacity,  which  will  place  him 
high  on  the  roll  of  distinguished  worth. 

Gov.  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  also  a  member  of  this 
Society,  died  a  short  time  since,  at  his  residence  at  Epping, 
in  the  ninety-second  year  of  his  age.  Gov.  Plumer  was 
distinguished  by  the  various  public  stations  which  he  occu- 
pied in  New  Hampshire,  through  many  years  of  public  ser- 
vice. He  was,  in  addition,  a  member  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  and  died  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  esteem  and 
respect  of  his  fellowrcitizens.  A  native  of  Newburyport, 
he  went,  early  in  his  career,  to  New  Hampshire,  where  he 
spent  his  long  and  active  life,  taking,  as  is  understood,  a 
warm  interest  in  the  prosperity  and  success  of  this  institu- 
tion. These  venerable,  aged,  and  distinguished  patriots,  have 
been  the  connecting  link  between  us  and  a  sturdy  race  of 
men,  distinguished  alike  for  their  valor  and  their  wisdom. 
They  might  be  said  to  belong  to  the  past,  but  v^e  are  thank- 
ful they  have  been  so  long  spared  to  us,  and  have  a  melan- 
choly pleasure  in  making  this  brief  record  of  their  virtues 
and  distinguished  services. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

For  the  Council, 

JOHN  DAVIS. 
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REPORT    OF    THE    TREASURER. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  re- 
ports, 
That  since  the  exhibition  of  his  last  account,  Oct. 

1850,  he  has  received  for  interest  on  Notes,  and 

dividends  on  Bank  Stock,  -         -         -         $912  28 

And  that  in  the  same  time  he  has  paid  for  expenses, 

as  follows  : 
For  printing  proceedings  of  the  Society,       $19  27 
For  survey  of  new  Lot,        -         -         -  3  50 

For  Books  &c.,  purchased,    -         -         -         48  81 
For  Treasurer's  compensation,  one  year,        30  00 

For  Librai'ian's  salary,  six  months,         -       360  00 

$461  58 


Increase  of  the  Funds,  .         -         -         _  450  70 

The  condition  of  *the  several  Fmids  is  as  follows. 

FUND    OF    $12,000. 
Principal  received  May  21,  1831,      -         $11,396  00 
Interest  received,  more  than  payments  to 

Librarian,     -        -        -        -  2,358  82 

S13,754  82 

Bank  Stock, 2,500  00 

Notes, 10,850  00 

Cash  account,  -        .        .        -  404  82 

S13,754  81 

FUND    OF    $5,000. 
Balance  of  account,  Oct.  1850,         -        S12,093  39 
Interest  account,       .         -         -         .  443  00 

Cash  account,  ...        -  692  36 

S13,228  75 
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Bank  Stock, $3,800  00 

Worcester  and  Nashua  Railroad  Bond,  428  75 

Notes, 9,000  00 

S13,228  75 

RESIDUARY    FUND. 
Balance  of  original  Fund,  -         -  25,20 

Interest  account,      -        -        -         -  4,442  32 

$4,467  52 

Notes, 1,400  00 

Bank  Stock,    -         ...         -  1,200  00 

Expense  account,      -         -         -         -  1,129  07 

Cash  account,  Balance,     -         -         .  738  45 

$4,467  52 


Fund  of  S12,000  -  -  -  13,754  82 

Fund  of  $5,000,  -  -  -  12,536  39 

Residuary  Fund,  -  -  -  4,407  52 

Middlebury  Estate,  -  500  00 


-S31,258  73 


SAMUEL  JENNISON,  Treasurer. 
April  21,  1851. 


REPORT    OF  THE    LIBRARIAN. 

The  Librarian  has  to  report  at  this  •  time  the  addition  to 
the  library  of  98  volumes  and  191  pamphlets.  There  will 
also  be  an  increase  of  about  40  bomid  volumes  of  newspa- 
pers, when  the  files  that  have  been  arranged  shall  be  retiu'n- 
ed  from  the  bindery. 

The  most  useful  contribution  recently  made  to  the  Socie- 
ty's collections,  is  that  of  thirty-nine  volumes  of  general 
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biography,  handsomely  bound,  comprising  the  Dictionary  of 
Chahiiers  and  that  of  the  Society  for  the  diffusion  of  useful 
knowledge.       These    were    presented    by    the    Honorable 
Stephen  Salisbury,  who  had  previously  bestowed  a  set  of 
the  Biographic  Universelle,  in  eighty-two  volumes. 

So  opportune  and  liberal  a  supply  to  a  very  important  de- 
partment of  the  library,  before  quite  deficient,  deserves  a 
most  grateful  acknowledgement. 

The  accessions  have  not  generally  been  of  a  character 
either  curious  or  rare,  so  much  as  of  substantial  utility ;  yet 
a  few  may  deserve  to  be  particularized  as  not  being  of  a 
common-place  description. 

The  Society  has  for  some  time  had  in  its  possession  a 
collection  of  Political  and  Religious  Tracts  of  the  period  of 
the  English  Commonwealth,  which  are  valuable  in  them- 
selves, and  not  often  found  in  this  country.  To  these  the 
Librarian  has  had  the  fortune  to  add  another  interesting 
volume  obtained  at  an  auction  sale  in  New  York.  It  con- 
tains thirty-six  speeches  delivered  in  the  British  Parliament, 
in  1640-41,  by  the  most  distinguished  political  leaders. 
The  name  of  William  Penn  appears  on  several  of  the  title 
pages  in  the  chirography  of  that  period,  and  there  are  mar- 
ginal notes  and  an  index  in  the  same  hand-writing.  The 
Tracts  were,  in  all  probability,  the  property  of  Admiral  Sir 
William  Penn,  the  father  of  the  founder  of  Pennsylvania. 
President  John  Adams,  in  his  diary,  under  date  of  July  1 8th, 
1766,  rejoices  over  the  discovery  of  a  similar  volume  in  a 
chest  of  books  belonging  to  a  man  who  died  forty-five  years 
before.  Some  of  the  speeches  are  mentioned  by  his  editor, 
and,  although  the  dates  do  not  correspond  with  those  in  our 
volume,  the  speakers  are  the  same. 

Although  sermons  preached  before  the  Long  Parliament 
Eire  occasionally  met  with,  the  speeches  are  believed  to  be 
quite  rare  in  this  country. 
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Another  volume  of  much  interest,  is  a  copy  of  Herodotus 
in  Latin,  printed  at  Rome,  as  the  colophon  tells  us,  "in  domo 
nobilis  viri  Petri  de  Maxmiis  anno  salutis  1475."  This 
edition  has  been  a  subject  of  investigation  among  bibliogra- 
phers and  antiquaries.  The  typography  has  a  very  exact 
resemblance  to  that  of  Sweynheim  and  Pannartz;  but  the 
book  is  supposed  to  have  been  printed  by  the  latter  alone, 
and  to  be  one  of  the  last  executed  in  the  house  of  Peter  de 
Maximis.  It  was  received  from  George  Brinley,  Jr.  Esq., 
of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  was  accompanied  by  the  "Geneal- 
ogy of  the  very  illustrious,  very  ancient,  and  sometimes 
sovreign  House  of  La  Tour,"  in  two  imperial  folio  volumes 
splendidly  illustrated,  printed  in  1709. 

The  elegant  volume  of  Mr.  Schoolcraft's  Ethnological 
Researches,  published  under  the  direction  of  the  United 
States  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  has  been  presented  by  Hon. 
John  Davis.  This  is  only  Part  I.  of  Mr.  Schoolcraft's  in- 
tended publications,  relating  to  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States,  under  the  patronage  of  our  national  gov- 
ernment ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  as  bearing  upon  a 
subject  of  investigation  early  entered  upon  by  this  Society, 
and  now  supposed  to  be  nearly  exhausted,  that  he  expresses 
an  opinion  as  the  result  of  all  researches,  that  "  it  must  re- 
quire a  heated  imagination  to  perceive  much,  if  anything  at 
all,  beyond  the  hunter  state  of  arts,  as  it  existed  at  the  time 
of  the  Scandinavian  and  Columbian  discoveries." 

With  all  that  has  been  done,  and  all  that  is- now  in  pro- 
gress, towards  an  examination  of  the  monuments  the  extinct 
races  of  the  West  have  left  behind  them,  a  limit  to  the 
necessity  or  expediency  of  appropriating  a  portion  of  the 
funds  of  this  Institution  to  that  object  exclusively,  may  soon 
be  realized. 

For  several  years  past,  the  transmission  from  Congress 
'of  public  documents  to  which  the  Society  is- entitled  under 
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the  Resolve  of  Dec.  1,  1814,  has  been  irregular  and  incom- 
plete. A  careful  revision  of  that  portion  of  our  collections, 
with  a  view  to  an  effort  for  the  supply  of  deficiencies,  has 
been  for  some  time  in  contemplation ;  and  it  has  fortmiately 
happened  that  a  member  of  the  Society,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hale, 
has  had  occasion  to  spend  a  few  weeks  at  the  Capitol,  with 
leisure  and  disposition  to  give  attention  to  this  particular 
subject.  A  list  of  the  documents  heretofore  received  has 
been  forwarded  to  him ;  and  through  his  kindness  and  per- 
severance we  are  likely  to  obtain,  from  the  accumulation  of 
publications  to  which  the  Society  is  fairly  entitled,  a  consid- 
erable addition  to  that  department  of  the  library. 

It  is  presumed  that  the  prospect  of  a  new  building  will 
render  it  expedient  to  defer  the  preparation  of  a  new  cata- 
logue until  the  books  shall  have  undergone  the  process  of 
removal  and  re-arrangement.  The  proposed  method  of  con- 
struction, intended  to  bring  each  volume  within  easy  reach 
of  the  hand,  will  greatly  facilitate  the  registration  of  titles. 

In  a  note  recently  received  from  Professor  Jewett,  he 
states  that  the  experiments  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
seem  to  render  certain  the  success  of  Mr.  Warren's  inven- 
tion for  stereotyping.  The  system  will  probably  be  fairly 
tested  before  this  Society  will  have  need  to  employ  it. 

Books,  pamphlets,  or  files  of  newspapers,  have  been  re- 
ceived from  the  following  individuals  and  associations. 

Hon.  John  W.  Lincoln,  Worcester. 

The  Philadelphia  Baptist  Association. 

Rev.  R.  W.  Clark,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 

Edward  Jarvis,  M.  D.,  Dorchester. 

The  Providence  Atheneum. 

The  New  Jersey  Historical  Society. 

Hon.  R.  C.  Winthrop,  Boston. 

Freeman  Hmit,  Esq.,  New  York. 
3 
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The  Maine  Historical  Society, 

A.  H.  Maltby,  Esq.,  New  Haven. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Graham,  U.  S.  Engineers. 

Rev.  Preston  Cummings,  Dighton. 

Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury,  Worcester. 

Prof.  North,  Hamilton  College,  N.  Y. 

Henry  Stevens,  Esq.,  Barnet,  Vt. 

The  Alabama  Historical  Society. 

J.  W.  Tucker,  Esq.,  City  Clerk,  Roxbury. 

Miss  M.  C.  Gay,  Suffield,  Conn. 

The  Regents  of  the  University,  N.  Y. 

John  Downes,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 

J.  Wingate  Thornton,  Esq.,  Boston. 

Henry  J.  Howland,  Worcester. 

Samuel  A.  Green,  Groton. 

The  American  Philosophical  Society. 

Rev.  S.  F.  Clark,  Athol. 

Hon.  George  Denny,  Westborough. 

Miss  E.  P.  Paine.  Worcester. 

"The  New  York  Mercantile  Library  Association. 

The  Trustees  of  the  State  Library,  N.  Y. 

J.  G.  Cogswell,  Esq.,  Astor  Library,  N.  Y. 

George  Sumner,  Worcester. 

The  Boston  Society  of  Natural  History. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  of  Harvard  College. 

A.  Hutchinson  &  Co.,  Booksellers,  Worcester. 

J.  H.  C.  Campbell,  Boston. 

Hon.  Charles  Alien,  Worcester. 

Charles  L.  Putnam,  Esq.,  Worcester. 

Geo.  Brinley,  Jr.,  Esq.,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Rev.  Edward  E.  Hale,  Worcester. 

George  Chandler,  M.  D.,  Worcester. 

The  American  Peace  Society. 
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Rev.  N.  W.  Williams,  Buxton,  Me. 
Rev.  R.  M.  Devens,  Worcester. 

E.  W.  Lincoln,  Esq..  Worcester. 
Hon.  Rejoice  Newton,  Worcester. 
Nathaniel  B.  ShurtlefF,  M.  D.,  Boston. 
Hon.  John  Davis,  Worcester. 

F.  W.  Paine,  Esq.,  Worcester. 
Isaac  O.  Barnes,  Esq.,  Boston. 
The  Maryland  Historical  Society. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

S.  F.  HAYEN,  Librarian. 


ANNUAL    lyiEETING. 

OCTOBER    23,    1851. 
At  Antiquarian  Hall,  in  Worcester. 

Hon.  John  Davis,  Vice  President,  in  the  chair. 

The  record  of  the  last  meeting  was  read. 

The  several  Reports  of  the  Council,  the  Treasurer,  the 
Librarian,  and  the  Committee  of  Publication,  were  read. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasm-er  was  referred  to  an  Auditing 
Committee,  consisting  of  Hon.  John  W.  Lincoln,  and  Hon. 
Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  with  instructions  to  make  their  re- 
port to  the  Council. 

Voted,  That  the  subject  of  preparing  for  a  celebration  on 
the  completion  of  a  new  library  building,  suggested  in  the 
report  of  the  Council,  be  referred  to  the  Council. 

Voted,  To  refer  the  several  Reports  to  the  Committee  of 
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Publication,  for  such  disposition  as  they  may  deem  expe- 
dient. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  members  of  the 
Society. 

Robert  Bigsby,  LL.  D.  of  Asby-de-la-Zouch,  G.  B. 

Hon.  Geo.  P.  Marsh,  U.  S.  Minister  at  Constantinople. 

Peter  Force,  Esq.,         Washington,  D.  C. 

Prof  Joseph  Henry,  "  " 

Prof.  Charles  C.  Jewett,        "  « 

Charles  Deane,  Esq.,  Cambridge. 

Rev.  Francis  Wayland,  D.  D.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

The  Society  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  officers  for 
the  ensuing  year,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were  chosen. 

President. 
Hon.  Edward  Everett,  LL.  D.,  of  Cambridge. 

Vice  Presidents. 

Hon.  John  Davis,  LL.  D.,  of  Worcester. 

Rev.  William  B.  Sprague,  D.  D.,  of  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Council. 

Hon.  Levi  Lincoln,  LL.  D.,  of  Worcester. 
Hon.  James  C.  Merrill,  "    Boston. 

Rev.  Charles  Lowell,  D.  D.,  "    Boston, 
Frederick  Wm.  Paine,  Esq,.,    "    Worcester. 
John  Green,  M.  D.,  "    Worcester. 

Joseph  Willard,  Esq,.,  '•' '  Boston.' 

Hon.  Emory  Washburn,  "    Worcester. 

Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury,  "  Worcester. 
Hon.  Alfred  D.  Fostir,  "  Worcester. 
Hon.  Isaac  Davis,  "   Worcester." 

Secretary  of  Foreign  Correspondence. 
Jared  Sparks,  LL.  D.,  of  Cambridge. 
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Secretary  of  Domestic  Correspondence. 
Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  of  Worcester. 

Recording  Secretary. 
Hon.  Rejoice  Newton,  of  Worcester. 

Treasurer. 
Samuel  Jennison,  Esq.,  of  Worcester. 

Committee  of  Publication. 
Samuel  F.  Haven,  Esq,.,  of  Worcester. 
Rev.  Edward  E.  Hale,     "    Worcester. 
George  Liverihore,  Esq.,  "    Cambridge. 


FROM  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 

The  available  resources  of  the  Society,  apart  from  the 
estate  where  the  library  is  situated,  amount  to  $29,937,21, 
in  three  distinct  funds,  commonly  described  by  their  original 
designations,  viz :  The  Fund  of  twelve  thousand  dollars ; 
the  Fund  of  five  thousand  dollars  ;  and  the  Residuary  Fund. 

The  nature  and  condition  of  the  investments  are  exhibit- 
ed in  the  following  abstract  of  the  report  of  the  Treasurer. 

RESIDUARY   FUND. 
Notes, Sl,400  00' 

Oxford  Bank  Stock,  ...  400  00 

Quinsigamond  Bank  Stock,  -         -  600  GO 

Worcester  Bank  Stock,       ...  200  00 

Expense  Account,      -        -        -        -  1,922  92 

Cash, 5414 

S4,574  06 
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Balance  of  original  Fund,  -        -        -  S25  20 

Interest  received,       .        -        -        -  4,548  86 

S4,574  06 

FUND    OF    $12,000. 
Blackstone  Bank  Stock,      -        -        -  500  00 

Citizens' Bank  Stock,         -        -        -  1,100  00 

Fitchburg  Bank  Stock,       -        -        -  600  00 

Central  Bank  Stock,  -         -         -  300  00 

Notes, 10,550  00 

Cash, 53518 

S13,585  18 

Original  Amount  received,  -         -         11,396  00 

Interest  received  exceeding  salary  paid  Li- 
brarian, ....  2,18918 


-S18,58518 


FUND  OF   $5,000. 

Worcester  Bank  Stock,       ...  900  00 

Citizens'  Bank  Stock,         .         -         .  400  00 

Shawmut  Bank  Stock,        -        -        -  2.500  00 

Nashua  Railroad  Bond,       ...  428  75 

Notes, 9,000  00 


-S13,228  75 


Original  Fund,  ....  5,00000 

By  Interest  &c.,  received,  -,       -  8,200  89 

Cash  Account, 27  86 

S13,228  75 

Residuary  Fund,         -        -        -  2,65114 

Fund  of  12,000,         -        -        -   .     13,585  18 


Fund  of  $5,000,        .        -        -       "  13,200  89 
Mortgage  on  estate  in  Middlebury,  500  00 


-$29,937  21 


If  we  add  to  these  cash  funds  the  remaining 
assets  of  the  Society,  we  may  estimate  the 
value   of  the  lot  and  library  buildmg  at  the 
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sum  of $8,000  00 

The  books  and  other  collections  at       -         -         40,000  00 
A  lot  of  land  at  the  corner  of  Main  and   High- 
land streets,  the  gift  of  Hon.   Stephen  Salis- 
bury, at 3,000  00 

$51,000  00 
Cash  Funds, 29,937  21 


Total  property  of  the  Association,        -         -         80,937  21 

The  present  library  building  is  not  only  too  small  to  ac- 
commodate the  collections,  but  these  have  suffered  injury 
from  the  dampness  of  the  location.  This  subject  was 
brought  seriously  to  the  consideration  of  the  Society,  at  the 
last  annual  meeting,  and  a  Committee  was  then  chosen  to 
consider  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  Council  which  rela- 
ted to  repairs  and  alterations  of  the  old  building,  or,  in  lieu 
thereof,  the  erection  of  a  new  one  on  some  other  site.  At  a 
subsequent  meeting,  the  Society  authorized  the  construction 
of  a  new  edifice  ;  and  in  pursuance  of  that  authority  a  suit- 
able lot  has  been  selected,  and  the  general  features  of  a  de- 
sign agreed  upon.  A  portion  of  the  materials  for  its  con- 
struction have  also  been  purchased ;  and  it  is  hoped  that 
before  another  aimual  meeting,  the  building  will  be  ready 
for  the  reception  of  the  library.  The  plans  (fee,  were  fur- 
nished by  Mr.  T.  A.  Tefft  of  Providence.  The  building 
will  be  fifty  feet  in  width,  eighty  feet  in  length,  and  two 
stories  in  height.  The  style  is  Italian  ;  and  the  materials 
are  to  be  brick  and  freestone.  The  principal  apartment  will 
contain  upwards  of  forty  thousand  volumes. 

From  the  income  of  the  Fund  of  five  thousand  dollars, 
an  appropriation  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  the 
services  of  ]VIr.  I.  A.  Lapham  of  Mil waukie,  Wisconsin,  for  a 
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survey  of  the  aboriginal  works  of  that  region.  ]Mr.  Lapham 
has  been  engaged  a  portion  of  the  past  and  present  year, 
and  the  resuUs  of  his  labors  promise  to  be  of  much  interest. 
The  Council  have  entered  into  an  arrangement  with  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  relative  to  the  publication  of  these 
results,  which  will  be  explained  in  the  report  of  the  Pub- 
lishing Committee,  to  which  the  Council  would  refer. 

As  the  next  anniversary  will  complete  the  tenth  olympiad 
since  the  incorporation  of  the  Society,  and  as  it  is  believed 
that  the  new  building  will  then  be  ready  for  occupation,  the 
Council  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  making  arrange- 
ments for  suitably  noticing  that  period  in  its  history,  by  a 
public  address,  and  other  appropriate  exercises. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

For  the  Comicil, 

ISAAC  DAVIS. 


FROM  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 

The  whole  number  of  volumes  added  to  the  library  since 
the  meeting  of  the  Society  in  April,  is  two  hmidred  and 
thirteen. 

The  number  of  pamphlets  received,  is  one  hundred  and 
forty-six. 

The  number  of  newspapers  received  in  files,  or  as  issued, 
is  seventeen. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  associations,  individuals, 
and  other  sources,  from  whence  donations  have  been  received. 
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probably  elapse  before  it  would  be  required  for  our  own  col- 
lections. 

The  Council  have  no  doubt  that  the  Society  will  unite 
with  them  in  their  grateful  appreciation  of  so  liberal  and 
timely  a  gift,  and  sanction  their  assent  to  its  provisions. 

Fortified  by  this  large  addition  to  their  resources,  they 
have  felt  at  liberty  to  carry  out  the  entire  design  of  the 
architect ;  and  have  closed  a  contract  with  a  builder  whose 
proposals  (being  the  lowest  tendered)  are  to  furnish  the 
materials  and  complete  the  structure  in  every  particular, 
above  the  ground,  for  1 15,400.  The  period  assigned  for 
the  fidfilment  of  the  contract  is  the  23d  day  of  October 
next.  Yet,  unless  the  season  should  be  more  than  common- 
ly warm  and  dry,  it  can  hardly  be  anticipated  that  the  con- 
dition of  the  masonry  will  render  so  early  a  finishing  advis- 
able, or  a  removal  of  the  books  before  another  spring  ju- 
dicious. 

The  building  is  to  be  a  simple  parallelogram,  fifty  feet 
wide,  eighty  feet  in  length,  and  forty-two  feet  high  from 
the  ground  to  the  eaves.  The  body  of  the  walls  is  to  be  of 
pressed  brick,  with  a  base  of  freestone,  and  bold  quoin- work 
in  freestone  at  the  corners.  A  double  belt  of  freestone  is  to 
encircle  the  building  between  the  stories  ;  and  the  windows, 
which  are  arched,  are  to  be  cased  in  the  same  material. 
Around  the  windows  of  the  lower  or  basement  story  the 
stone  is  to  be  dressed  in  rustic  style,  and  about  those  above 
to  be  finished  with  sills,  pilasters,  caps,  and  movdded  archi- 
traves. The  entrance  is  to  be  at  the  end,  through  a  loggia 
of  freestone  with  three  arches.  The  roof  will  have  a  low 
Italian  pitch,  and  a  deep  cornice  ornamented  with  modillions. 
The  basement  story"  within,  besides  the  vestibule,  will  af- 
ford a  room  for  a  cabinet,  an  office,  a  packing  room,  and  an 
apartment  46  feet  square,  occupying  the  whole  width  of  the 
building  in  the  rear,  which  is  to  be  appropriated, .  as  before 
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stated,  to  a  public  library,  until  needed  by  the  Society.  A 
stair-way  on  each  side  of  the  passage  to  this  apartment,  will 
lead  to  the  story  above.  On  the  second  floor  will  be  the 
apartment  intended  for  the  Antiquarian  library;  and  the 
remaining  space  in  front,  is  so  divided  as  to  afford  a  Council 
room,  a  packing  room,  and  two  private  offices. 

The  library  room  is  to  be  finished  with  alcoves  twenty- 
four  feet  five  inches  in  height.  At  seven  feet  from  the  floor 
an  iron  gallery  is  to  be  carried  around  the  whole  ;  and  at  a 
future  day  a  second  gallery  may,  Vv' hen  required,  be  inserted 
at  an  ecjual  distance  from  the  first.  The  entrance  to  the  al- 
coves is  to  be  arched.  The  ceiling  without  the  alcoves  is  also 
to  be  arched,  and  to  have  a  circular  sky-light  in  the  centre. 
Each  alcove  (the  number  being  eleven)  will  have  an  entire 
window  to  itself,  and  it  is  estimated  that  they  will  together 
contain  about  43,000  volumes.  The  architectural  ornaments 
of  the  interior  are  intended  to  be  simple  but  graceful,  and 
not  wanting  in  any  features  that  are  appropriate  to  the  style 
of  the  building.  All  the  appointments  belonging  to  the 
most  approved  methods  of  warming  and  ventilation  are  also 
meant  to  be  adopted.  It  should  be  stated  that,  besides  the 
rooms  already  mentioned,  there  will  be  an  attic  over  the  front 
part  of  the  building,  accessible  from  one  of  the  offices,  which 
may  be  very  convenient  for  storage. 

With  this  general  description,  the  Society  are  referred  to 
the  plans  herewith  presented,  for  an  exhibition  of  the  details 
of  form  and  arrangement. 

Deeming  it  expedient  that  the  right  of  the  Society  to 
hold  both  real  and  personal  property  should  be  extended 
beyond  the  limit  assigned  by  the  charter,  the  Council  ap- 
plied to  the  Legislature  for  such  additional  authority. 

An  Act,  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society,  has  accordingly  been  passed,  authoriz- 
ing and  empowering  the  Society  to  hold,  fsr  the  purposes 
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for  which  it  \ras  incorj)oratcd,  real  cstafc,  the  annual  in- 
come of  which  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars,  and  personal  estate,  which,  exclusive  of  books, 
papers,  and  articles  in  its  cabinet,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

A  copy  of  the  Act  accompanies  this  Report,  and  is  submit- 
ted to  the  Society  for  theii-  acceptance. 

The  statements  of  the  Treasurer  and  the  Librarian  are 
attached  to  this  Report. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  account  of  the  former,  that,  on  the 
16th  day  of  the  present  month,  the  aggregate  of  funds  in 
his  hands,  was  $29,618,74 :  and  that  1460  dollars  and  88 
cents  have  been  expended  in  preparations  for  building  :  of 
which  $590  were  for  materials  that  are  embraced  in  the 
contract. 

The  Report  of  the  Librarian  exhibits  a  very  considerable 
and  gratifying  increase  of  books  and  pamphlets  within  the 
past  six  months.  The  principal  additions,  and  the  names 
of  donors,  are  designated  in  the  report.  The  thanks  of  the 
Society  are  largely  due  to  the  friends  who  have  contributed 
so  freely  to  its  collections. 

The  Council  have  been  called  to  lament  the  loss  of  a 
venerable  member  of  the  Society,  for  many  years  an  asso- 
ciate at  their  Board. 

Dr.  John  Park,  whose  decease  occurred  on  the  2d  of 
March  last,  was  born  at  Windham,  N.  H.,  in  the  year  1775, 
and  was  graduated  at  Dartmouth  College  in  1791.  After 
being  employed  for  a  period  of  time  as  preceptor  of  an 
academy  at  Framingham,  in  this  State,  he  adopted  the  pro- 
fession of  medicine  ;  and,  being  appointed  to  the  office  of 
surgeon  in  the  navy,  he  was  for  several  years  connected 
with  one  or  more  of  our  national  vessels  in  active  service. 
Preferring  a  different  and  more  settled  mode  of  life,  he  be- 
came a  citizen  of  Boston  :  and,  in  1803,  established  the  New 
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England  Repository,  a  literary  and  political  Journal,  which, 
during  a  period  of  stormy  and  exciting  politics,  he  edited 
with  energy  and  ability,  enjoying  the  confidence  and  friend- 
ship of  Ames,  Cabot,  and  other  eminent  statesmen.  Having 
a  taste,  as  well  as  a  remarkable  faculty,  for  instruction,  he 
ultimately  devoted  himself  to  that  pursuit.  His  school  for 
young  ladies  soon  acquired  a  pre-eminent  reputation  ;  and 
many  of  the  most  accomplished  women  of  New  England, 
owe  their  intellectual  culture  to  his  skill  and  attention.  In 
1831,  he  retired  from  active  business  and  removed  to  Wor- 
cester. The  same  year  he  was  elected  a  member  of  this 
Society  ;  and  from  1832  to  1843,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Council,  and  one  of  the  Publishing  Committee.  As  chair- 
man of  that  Committee,  he  assisted  in  revising  the  written 
catalogue  of  the  library,  and  preparing  it  for  the  press.  The 
introductory  chapter  was  from  his  pen^  In  all  his  under- 
takings Dr.  Park  was  distinguished  for  thoroughness  and 
accuracy.  He  added  exact  and  critical  cultivation  to  that 
natural  balance  of  the  faculties  which  insiu:es  consistency 
of  purpose  and  of  conduct.  He  possessed  a  clear  and  solid 
judgmenjt,  firmly  established  principles,  and  a  conscience 
more  than  ordinarily  scrupulous.  He  was  uniformly  urbane 
and  genial  in  his  manners ;  and  both  his  self-respect  and  his 
consideration  for  the  self-respect  of  others  were  unaffected 
and  unvarying.  He  had  accumulated  a  valuable  and  ex- 
tensive classical  and  general  library,  of  which,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  Report  of  the  Librarian,  ■  a  useful  and  liberal 
portion  has  been  presented  by  his  representatives  to  the  So- 
ciety. The  Council  gladly  avail  themselves  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  pay  a  passing  tribute  of  respect  to  his  memory. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

For  the  Council, 

s.  ;f.  haven. 
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REPORT    OF    THE    TREASURER. 

The  Treasurer  reports  the   following   statement  of  the 
fimds,  &c.,  of  the  Society,  April  16,  1S52. 

On  Account  of  General  or  Residuary  Fund. 

He  charges  himself  with  the  balance  of  said  account,  ^145,34 
For  Interest  received,  -----  4,582,86 
Cash, 871,50 


S5, 599,70 

And  is  credited,  by  notes, 

$1,400,00 

Oxford  Bank  Stock, 

400,00 

Quinsigamond  Bank  Stock, 

600,00 

Worcester  Bank  Stock, 

200,00 

Expense  account,        .... 

2,999,70 

— ^ S5>599,70 

On  Account  of  Fund  of  $12,000. 

fie  is  charged  for  amount  received.  May,  1831,  $11,396,00 

Interest  received,  exceeding  payment  of  the  Librarian,     1,829,18 

"  "  "  "  '*  "  519,97 


$13;745,15 
And  is  credited  as  follows : 

Blackstone  Bank  Stock,      -         -        -  $500,00 

Citizens'  Bank  Stock,  ■-        -         -  1,100,00 

Fitchburg  Bank  Stock,        -         -         -  600,00 

Central  Bank  Stock,  -         -         -  300,00 

Notes, 10,450,00 

Cash  account,    -         -        -         -         >  795,15' 

' — $13,745,15 

On  Account  of  Fund  of  S5000. 
He  is  charged  for  present  amount  of  said  Fund,         $13,645,09 
And  is  credited, 
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Worcester  Bank  Stock, 

S900,00 

Citizens'  Bank  Stock,         .         -         - 

400,00 

Shawniut  Bank  Stock,         ... 

2,500,00 

Notes, 

9,400,00 

Cash  Account,            .... 

445,09 

S1Q  fii(=;  OQ 

Recapitulation. 

Amount  of  General  Fund, 

$1,728,50 

Amount  of  Fund  of  $12,000,     - 

13,74545 

Amount  of  Fund  of  $5,000,      - 

13,645,09 

Mortgage,  (Middlebury)     -         -         - 

500,00 

$29,618,74 
Payments  have  been  made  on  account  of  new  building, 
For  excavating  and  removing  stone,         -         $793,85 

For  bricks, 590,00 

For  plans,  and  lumber,  .         _         -  77,03 

$1,460,88 

SAMUEL  JENNISON,  Treasurer. 


REPORT    OF  THE    LIBRARIAN. 

The  whole  number  of  books,  of  every  defecription,  added 
to  the  library  since  the  23d  of  October  last,  is  957  ;  and 
the  number  of  pamphlets  received  during  the  "same  time,  is 
1158. 

The  value  of  accessions  to  any  particular  collection  of 
books,  depends  upon  their  adaptation  to  the  uses  and  pur- 
poses for  which  the  collection  is  made. 

The  object  of  the  Antiquarian  Society  is  to  gather  the 
materials  of  past  and  passing  history,  to  preserve  them  for 
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the  benefit  of  the  present  generation,  and  to  transmit  them 
to  generations  that  are  to  succeed.  Tlicse  materials  are  as 
various  as  the  interests,  occupations,  habits,  and  customs  of 
society.  They  are  therefore  not  limited  to  elaborate  pub- 
lications or  manuscripts  formally  designed  for  preservation  ; 
but  embrace  every  incidental  illustration  of  daily  life,  of 
public  sentiment,  and  of  the  private  peculiarities,  conduct, 
and  influences,  whose  aggregate  constitutes  the  condition 
and  character  of  the  community. 

Tlie  exponents  of  all  transitory  aspects  of  human  society 
are  apt  themselves  to  be  fugitive  and  perishable  ;  and  hence 
peculiar  care,  and  attention  seasonably  bestowed,  are  requi- 
site to  save  them  from  oblivion.     When  chance,  or  unwont- 
ed forethought,  has  transmitted  to  us  the  most  trivial  relics 
of  a  remote  period,  we  regard  them  with  singular  interest, 
and  are  often  astonished  at  the  amount  of   light  they  shed 
upon  domestic  manners,  and  sometimes  upon  important  civil 
or  political  institutions.     A  ballad,  a  political  squib,  a  hand- 
bill, a  school-book,  a  merchant's  ledger,  a  dilapitated  news- 
paper, or  pamphlet,  are  found  to  be  matters  of  infinite   sig- 
nificancy  ;  and  by  the  aid  of  such  fragments  the  framework 
of  society  may  often   be  reconstructed,  as  the  outlines  of 
ancient  temples  are  imagined  from  the  character  and  propor- 
tions of  their  remains. 

However  self-evident  these  observations  may  seem,  the 
principles  of  conservation  which  they  suggest  are  far  from 
being  generally  regarded  in  practice,  and  are  seldom  appre- 
ciated to  the  full  extent  of  their  importance. 

They  have  been  brought  to  mind  by  the  nature  of  a  por- 
tion of  our  recent  accessions,  whose  antiquarian  interest  may 
be  exemplified  by  th6  reflections  which  some  of  them  are 
calculated  to  inspire. 

At  the  decease  of  an  aged  person,  whose  family  mansion ^ 
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or  ill  more  expressive  anglo-saxon,  whose  homestead  has 
been,  not  only  the  centre  of  Hfe's  experiences,  but  the  store- 
house of  their  memorials,  there  will  be  left  behind  not  mere- 
ly a  pecuniary  estate,  but  a  different  species  of  property  more 
private  and  personal, — the  books  and  papers  whose  accumu- 
lation, commencing  in  childhood,  was  continued  through 
the  growth  and  maturity  of  the  individual,  forming  the  char- 
acter according  to  the  impress  of  the  time ;  whose  remains 
are  the  fossils  in  which  that  impress  is  embalmed,  the  skele- 
ton of  the  form  in  which  the  spirit  of  an  age  has  lived,  the 
likeness  of  a  period  of  human  history. 

The  school  books  of  former  days  are  the  representatives 
of  obsolete  systems  of  education ;  their  coarse  and  dingy 
paper,  and  blotted  wood-cuts,  are  vivid  illustrations  of  the 
condition  of  the  mechanic  arts  :  and  their  progressive  chan- 
ges are  annals  replete  with  information  to  the  student  of 
intellectual  philosophy . 

A  sermon  preached  by  the  village  pastor  on  some  special 
occasion  opens  a  vista  of  local  events  and  temporary  circum- 
stances- long  since  forgotten.  The  psalm  books  of  Stern- 
hold  and  Hopkins  restore  to  our  imagination  the  machinery 
of  musical  worship  a  generation  ago.  Such  works  as  the 
Communicant's  Companion,  and  Mather's  Early  Religion 
Urged,  portray  the  usages  of  ecclesiastical  discipline  and  do- 
mestic training  to  piety.  The  Mourner's  Cordial  shows 
how  the  sorrowing  were  soothed.  They  all  exhibit  the 
prevailing  tone  of  religious  sentiment ;  while  whole  shelves 
of  controversial  theology  disclose  the  points  of  disputation 
and  manifest  their  multiplicity.  Some  well  worn  novel  be- 
trays what  romance  was  understood  to  be  when  our  grand- 
mothers were  girls.  A  Counting  House  Guide  instructs  us 
in  contemporary  habits  of  trade.  An  almanac  of  Ames,  or 
Bickerstaff,  or  Poor  Robin  or  Richard,  interleaved  as  a  diary 
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Freeman  Hunt,  Esq.,  Editor  of  the  Merchant's  Maga- 
zine, X.  Y. 
The  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
Prof.  Charles  C.  Jewett,  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
The  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society. 
The  Socie'te  de  Gt'ographie  of  Paris, 
Rev.  Kazlitt  Arvhie,  West  Boylston. 
The  Boston  Mercantile  Library  Association. 
John  Downes,  Esq.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Henry  Stevens,  Esq.,  London. 
Rev.  Wm.  B.  Sprague,  D.  D.,  Albany'',  N.  Y. 
Hon.  Edward  Everett,  Boston. 
Nathaniel  B.  ShurtlefF,  M.  D.,  Boston. 
John  H.  Boynton,  So.  Coventry,  Conn. 
Charles  W.  Parsons,  M.  D.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Usher  Parsons,  M.  D.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
Rev.  Alonzo  Hill,  D.  D.,  Worcester. 
Samuel  Willard,  Decrfield. 
The  Regents  of  the  University  of  New  York. 
A.  Benedict  Davenport,  Esq.,  Brooklyn,  L.  I. 
Professor  Joseph  Henry,  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
The  American  Philosophical  Society. 
T.  D.  Isham,  Esq.,  Boston. 
The  American  Bible  Society. 
Hon.  Joel  Parker,  Cambridge. 
Hon.  Theophilus  Parsons,  Cambridge. 
The  New  Jersey  Historical  Society. 
Samuel  A.  Green,  Groton. 
Rev.  EdwTird  E.  Hale,  Worcester. 
Samuel  Andrews,  Esq.,  Boston. 
The  Royal  GeQg;raphical  Society  of  London. 
J.  O.  Halliwell,  Esq.,  F.  R.  S.,  London. 
The  Smithsonian  Institution. 
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Benjamin  P.  Rice,  Worcester. 

Rev.  S.  Adlam,  Newport,  R.  I. 

Hon.  R.  C  Winthrop,  Boston. 

Rev.  Daniel  Dana,  D.  D.,  Newbury  port. 

The  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island. 

George  Livermore,  Esq.,  Cambridge. 

Hon.  Isaac  Davis,  Worcester. 

L.  Lea,  Esq.,  Com'r  of  Indian  affah's,  Washington,  D.  C* 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

iHon.  Alfred  D.  Foster,  Worcester. 

Hon.  John  W.  Lincoln,  Worcester. 

The  Editor  of  the  Boston  Courier. 

The  Editor  of  the  Christian  Watchman  and  Reflector. 

The  Editor  of  the  Worcester  Spy. 

The  Editor  of  the  National  J^gis. 

The  Editor  of  the  Worcester  Daily  Transcript. 

Messrs.  Pratt  and  Howe^  Worcester. 

John  Whitney,  Bolton. 

R.  B.  Hall,  Boston. 

Sixteen  volumes  and  six  pamphlets  have  been  purchased^ 
Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  F.  HAVEN,  Librarian. 


Ueport  of  the  committee  of  publicatiotc. 

It  will  be  remembered  that,  in  February  1850,  an  arrange* 
hient  was  entered  into  with  Mr.  I.  A.  Lapham  of  Milwaukie, 
Wisconsin,  for  a  survey  of  the  aboriginal  mounds  in  that 
IState  and  its  vicinity,  at  the  expense  of  the  Society.     It  was 
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understood  that  Mr.  Lapham  was  to  prepare  a  memoir  upon 
the  subject,  to  accompany  and  ehicidate  his  drawings ;  and 
that  these,  if  accepted  as  satisfactory,  were  to  be  published 
in  an  elaborate  and  handsome  form,  and  a  number  of  copies, 
not  specified,  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  author,  as  a 
comi)ensation  for  his  services. 

In  pursuance  of  this  agreement,  Mr.  Lapham  (as  he  in- 
forms the  Committee)  has  been  occupied,  during  the  favora- 
ble months  of  the  past  and  present  seasons,  in  traversing  the 
country,  exploring  the  earth-works,  and  collecting  materials 
for  a  memoii-.  The  drawings  already  prepared  are  said  to 
be  numerous  and  interesting  ;  differing  materially  from  those 
of  aboriginal  remains  that  are  found  in  other  portions  of  the 
country,  and  constituting  an  important  sequel  to  previous 
publications  upon  that  subject.  There  are,  however,  still 
other  localities  to  be  examined,  and  points  of  interest  to  be 
considered,  requiring  farther  time  and  labor,  to  which  Mr, 
Lapham  has  more  recently  been  giving  his  attention. 

About  the  first  of  June  last,  a  letter  was  received  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  stating  that  a 
communication  had  been  sent  to  that  Institution,  on  the 
mounds  of  the  same  region,  by  a  Mr.  Pidgeon,  and  another 
from  Mr.  P.  R.  Hoy,  respecting  a  series  of  interesting  rC' 
searches  in  which  he  had  himself  been  engaged.  It  was  pro- 
posed by  Professor  Henry,  that  as  this  Society  had  a  suitable 
agent  employed  in  surveying  that  region,  these  explorations 
should  be  prosecuted  to  their  completion  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Society ;  and  that,  if  deemed  desirable,  an  abstract 
of  the  results  should  be  printed  among  its  proceedings  ;  but, 
as  the  Smithsonian  Institution  had  published,  in  an  elaborate 
and  expensive  form-,  an  account  of  other  aboriginal  works, 
it  should  be  allowed  to  publish  the  full  description  of  these, 
in  a  corresponding  style.     It  was  suggested  that  full  credit 
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for  the  material  with  respect  to  both  substance  and  form, 
mio-ht  be  secured  to  the  Antiquarian  Society,  and  a  sufficient 
number  of  extra  copies  furnished  for  its  distribution.  The 
plan  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  said  Prof  Henry,  "  is 
to  co-operate  as  far  as  possible  with  other  institutions,  and 
not  to  interfere  with  them;"  and  "the  advantage  of  the 
course  proposed  would  be  the  more  efficient  prosecution  of 
the  Avork  ;  the  presentation  of  the  results  in  a  uniform  style ; 
and  a  wider  diffusion  of  a  knowledge  of  them." 

The  letter  of  Prof  Henry  having  been  submitted  to  the 
Council,  it  was  referred  to  this  Committee,  with  instructions 
to  give  the  subject  proper  consideration  and  report  thereon 
at  a  future  meeting. 

By  correspoudence  with  Prof  Henry,  it  Avas  ascertained 
that  an  arrangement  could  be  made  to  secure  to  the  Anti- 
quarian Society,  full  credit  for  its  labors ;  that  the  memoir 
if  printed  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  would  be  with  a 
separate  title  and  paging,  and  therefore  complete  in  itself; 
and  would  bear  on  its  title-page  the  statement  that  the  ex- 
plorations were  made  at  the  expense,  and  under  the  direction 
of  the  Antiquarian  Society  ;  and  moreover,  that  in  a  preface 
there  might  be  given  a  brief  statement  of  the  origin  of  the 
explorations,  and  the  reasons  why  it  had  been  thought  ad- 
visable for  the  Antiquarian  Society  and  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  to  join  in  co-operation.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  would  expect  that  the  memoir  would 
be  critically  examined  by  a  Commission  of  the.  Antiquarian 
Society,  and  that  the  latter  would  be  responsible  for  the 
character  of  the  publication. 

From  Mr.  Lapham  it  Avas  ascertained,  that  the  Smithsoni- 
an Institution  had  furnished  him  with  a  sketch  of  a  series 
of  mounds  laid  down  without  survey,  by  Mr.  Pidgeon  (the 
gentlemen  referred  to  in  Prof  Henry's  letter),  as  extending 
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in  a  system  over  one  hundred  miles,  as  if  for  telegraphic 
purposes;  a  feature  very  remarkable,  but,  in  Mr.  Lapham's 
opinion,  requiring  confirmation  ; — tliat  Dr.  Hoy  (the  other 
gentleman  named  by  Prof.  Henry)  had  contributed  the  re- 
sults of  his  own  labors  to  be  included  in  Mr.  Lapham's 
survey ;  and  that  Prof.  Lathrop,  of  Bcloit  College,  and  some 
others,  had  tendered  assistance  or  information  towards  the 
completion  of  his  worlc. 

With  regard  to  the  publication  Mr.  Lapham  expressed  no 
preference,  except  that  the  size  of  the  volumes  of  the  Smith- 
sonian contributions  was  better  adapted  to  the  necessary 
plates  than  that  of  this  Society's  transactions :  and  that  he 
should  not  wish  to  have  his  work  issued  in  a  style  inferior 
to  the  memoir  of  Messrs.  Squier  &-  Davis  in  the  former. 
He  had  been  applied  to  by  Prof.  Henry,  and  had  informed 
him  of  his  existing  engagements  with  this  Society. 

After  deliberate  consideration  of  all  questions  bearing  upon 
the  subject,  the  Committee  reported  the  facts  of  the  case  to 
the  Council,  with  a  statement  of  their  impression  that  nei- 
ther the  interests  nor  the  credit  of  the  Society  would  suffer 
from  an  adoption  of  the  plan  of  co-operation  suggested  by 
Prof.  Henry,  and  recommending  that  the  proposition  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  be  assented  to.  The  Council  hav- 
ing voted  to  accept  the  report  of  the  Committee,  and  having 
authorized  them  to  carry  such  an  arrangement  into  effect, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  has  been  in- 
formed that  when  the  memoir  and  drawings  of  Mr.  Lapham 
have  been  prepared  for  the  press,  under  the  direction  of  this 
Society,  they  will  be  submitted  to  the  Institution  for  publi- 
cation, in  the  manner  proposed. 

How  soon  Mr.  Lapham's  labors  will  be  completed,  and 
his  materials  digested  for  printing,  your  Committee  are  un- 
able to  say.     It  is  presumed  however,   that  the  field  notes 
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will  be  finished  this  fall,  and  the  memoir  prepared  in  the 
course  of  the  winter. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

For  the  Committee, 

S.  F.  HAVEN. 


ANNUAL      MEETING. 

APRIL    28,    1852. 

At  the  Rooms  of  the  American  Academy  or  Arts  and  Sciences, 

IN  Boston. 

Hon.  Edward  Everett,  President,  in  the  chair. 

The  Report  of  the  Coimcil,  and  the  Reports  of  the  Treas- 
urer and  Librarian  attached  thereto,  were  severally  read. 

It  was  voted,  to  refer  these  reports  to  the  Council,  with  a 
view  to  the  publication  of  such  portions  as  they  may 
deem  expedient. 

Hon.  John  W.  Lincoln,  and  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Thomas, 
were  appointed  a  Committee   to  audit  the  account  of  the 

Treasurer. 

It  was  voted,  to  accept  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts,  approved  by  the  Governor,  March  6th,  1852, 
entitled  '^  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  incorporate  the 
American  Antiquarian  Society." 

Benjamin  F.  French,  Esq.  of  New  York,  proposed  by  the 
Coimcil,  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Society. 

The  meeting  was  then  dissolved. 
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REPORT    OF    THE    COUNCIL. 

The  principal  subject  which  has  occupied  the  attention 
of  the  Council  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society,  has 
been  the  completion  of  arrangements  for  erecting  a  new 
library  building. 

They  are  happy  in  being  able  to  state  that  these  arrange- 
ments have  at  length  been  completed  in  a  manner  that  prom- 
ises to  be  appropriate  and  satisfactory. 

It  has  not  been  an  easy  task  to  provide  for  the  construc- 
tion of  an  edifice  affording  accommodations  sufficient  for 
our  purposes,  and  of  a  suitable  character,  with  limited  means. 
The  Council  have  acted  upon  the  principle  that,  at  all  events, 
the  integrity  of  the  original  funds  of  the  Society  should  be 
maintained,  and  that  the  incumbrance  of  a  debt  should,  if 
possible,  be  avoided.  Yet  the  time  had  arrived  when  a  con- 
siderable expenditure  was  absolutely  essential  to  the  safety 
and  preservation  of  the  Society's  collections.  There  re- 
mained only  the  choice  between  extensive  and  costly  repairs 
Upon  the  old  building,  and  the  erection  of  a  new  one.  To 
the  first  alternative  was  also  attached  the  probable  necessity 
of  enlargement,  without  the  practicability  of  securing  such 
conveniences  as  the  wants  and  interests  of  the  Institution 
demand.  Moreover,  a  change  of  locality  seemed  quite  as 
important  as  any  other  measure  of  improvement ;  and  this 
manifest  expediency  served  to  turn  the  scale,  in  favor  of  that 
application  of  the  Society's  resources  which  alone  promised 
to  be  permanently  advantageous. 

It  has  fortmiately  happened  in  this  juncture,  that  the  right 
to  dispose  of  the  estate  now  occupied,  had  previously  been 
secured;  and  that,  by  careful  management  and  economy, 
other  resources  had  been   provided  for  such  an   exigency. 
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A  comparison  of  the  market  value  of  the  real  estate  in 
its  neighborhood,  seemed  to  justify  the  expectation  that 
from  six  to  eight  thousand  dollars  might  be  realized  from  a 
sale  of  the  present  site  of  the  library.  To  this  could  be 
added  the  accumulation  of  interest  saved  from  the  income 
of  the  Society ;  which  in  the  course  of  twenty  years  had 
grown  to  an  amount  somewhat  exceeding  six  thousand  dol- 
lars. It  was  therefore  believed  that  the  sum  of  twelve 
thousand  dollars  could  prudently  be  applied  to  the  erection 
of  a  new  edifice ;  and  it  was  hoped  that  this  might  prove  a 
competent  appropriation,  especially  after  a  favorable  lot  of 
land  had  been  generously  bestowed  for  the  location.  A  va- 
riety of  plans  and  estimates  were  examined,  which,  if  fur- 
nishing the  necessary  accommodations,  were  found  to  exceed 
in  cost  the  means  at  our  disposal.  At  length  a  design  was 
tendered  by  Mr.  T.  A.  Teff"!,  of  Providence,  which  seemed 
to  combine  the  requisites  of  convenience,  economy,  and  a 
pleasing  external  appearance.  As  the  estimate  of  the  archi- 
tect fell  witliin  the  appropriation  of  the  Council,  his  plan, 
which  proved  generally  satisfactory,  was,  without  hesitation, 
adopted',  and  he  was  requested  to  proceed  to  the  preparation 
of  details  and  specifications.  When,  after  much  delay,  the 
drawings  and  specifications  were  completed,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  the  design  as  then  arranged,  could  not  be  carried 
into  execution,  except  at  an  expense  much  exceeding  the 
original  intention,  unless  at  the  sacrifice  of  many  of  its 
most  material  ornaments,  if  not  also  to  some  extent  of  its 
durability  and  conv^enience. 

At  this  crisis,  a  proposition  was  made  by  the  Hon.  Stephen 
Salisbury  to  contribute  the  sum  of  $5000,  towards  the  erec- 
tion of  the  building,  on  condition  that  the  Council  would 
grant  the  use  of  the  principal  apartment  in  the  basement, 
for  a  public  library,  during  such  a  period  of  time  as  would 
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of  daily  incidents  and  transactions,  attains  to  the  dignity  of 
a  chronicle  :  and  lo  !  a  genuine  copy  of  the  New  England 
Primer  (whose  uncorrnpted  text  is  now  rarely  to  be  seen) 
appears  to  -view,  marshalling  a  host  of  ancestral  and  patriotic 
associations. 

Thus  an  old  family  collection  of  books  may  be  found  to 
possess  the  interest  of  a  historical  record.  Arranged  ac- 
cording to  their  nature,  and  in  an  order  corresponding  to  the 
progress  of  human  life,  each  volume  proves  to  be  the  key 
to  facts  appropriate  to  its  place  in  the  scale.  We  may  pass 
from  the  small  notes  of  infancy  and  childhood  to  the  seri- 
ous chords  of  maturer  age,  and  draw  from  them  an  echo  of 
the  intellectual  culture,  the  moral  sense,  the  literary  and  ar- 
tistic taste,  the  political  sentiments,  and  the  theological  creed, 
of  the  era  and  locality  to  which  they  belong. 

Suppose,  again,  that  a  venerable  scholar  has  departed  this 
life  ;  one  who,  in  addition  to  professional  studies,  and  ex- 
perience in  political  controversy,  has  trained  himself  to  the 
office  of  a  teacher  in  the  various  departments  of  an  accom- 
plished education.  How  much,  from  the  gradual  but  long 
continued  accumulation  upon  his  shelves,  a  liberal  hand 
might  cull  for  the  use  of  the  historian  and  antiquary,  and 
yet  leave  for  the  private  libraries  of  his  descendants  nearly 
all  the  vohmies  whose  contents  or  external  condition  their 
tastes  or  pursuits  would  lead  them  to  covet. 

The  aids  to  improvement  which  a  diligent  and  critical 
student  and  conscientious  teacher  had  collected  in  his  youth, 
and  the  multifarious  gatherings  of  a  political  editor  half  a 
century  since,  are  stores  of  information  to  the  annalist.  The 
elementary  text  books  and  treatises,  the  Arithmetics,  Geog- 
raphies, Grammars,  Dictionaries,  &c.,  and  the  antiquated 
editions  of  the  classics,  are  "elder  if  not  better  soldiers" 
than  their  successors  in  the  service  of  mental  cultivation, 
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and  will  be  eagerly  examined  at  some  distant  day,  not  for 
the  light  they  throw  on  science,  but  for  that  which  they 
shed  upon  the  history  of  education.  The  political  pamph- 
lets, the  periodical  literature,  the  infinitely  varied  publica- 
tions that  congregate  in  the  sanctum  of  an  editor,  combine 
to  form  an  epitome,  or  rather  an  encyclopedia,  of  the  then 
living  world  without.  In  them  the  labors,  excitements,  and 
occurrences  of  the  day  are  reflected,  and  by  them  their  nat- 
ural image  may  best  be  transmitted  to  posterity.  Their 
stained  and  weather-beaten  aspect,  may  exclude  them  from 
the  cases  of  an  ornamental  library,  but  they  are  entitled,  as 
veterans,  to  an  honorable  asylmii  in  an  institution  like  ours, 
created  for  their  reception. 

The  Society  is  indebted  to  Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury  for 
a  collection  of  books  and  pamphlets,  such  as  were  first  des- 
cribed. They  are  in  number,  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
volumes,  and  three  hundred  and  ninety-five  pamphlets  ; 
many  of  the  latter  being  the  Reports  of  Societies,  and  the 
proceedings  of  philanthropic  and  charitable  institutions.  He 
has  also  deposited  one  hundred  and  ten  volumes  rescued 
from  a  fire  ;  and  a  series  of  newspapers,  the  result  of  twenty 
years  accumulation,  both  numerous  and  various,  among 
which  it  is  believed  that  many  perfect  files  may  be  completed 
from  imperfect  parcels  in  our  possession. 

In  the  distribution  of  the  library  of  the  late  Dr.  Park, 
this  Society  has  become  the  recipient  of  a  valuable  share 
through  the  liberality  of  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Thomas.  Many 
works  that  would  have  tempted  most  men  to  secure  them 
for  their  own  private  use,  have  been  generously  transferred 
to  the  Society,  because  appropriate  to  its  objects.  Some  are 
elegant,  many  are  rare,  and  nearly  all  are  in  good  condition. 
The  whole  number  of  volumes  is  five  hundred  and  ninety- 
six  ;  and  the  number  of  pamphlets,  including  unbound  peri- 
odicals, is  seven  hundred  and  twerxty-seven. 
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This  contribution,  so  liberal  and  beneficent  in  itself,  may 
also  serve  as  a  pleasant  memorial  of  a  respected  member  of 
the  Society,  for  a  long  time  one  of  its  Council,  and  actively 
promoting  its  interests. 

It  is  sometimes  the  case  that  opportunities  occur  of  mak- 
ing useful  additions  to  the  library  by  the  method  of  ex- 
change ;  and  this  is  deemed  a  special  advantage  when  in- 
complete sets  of  books  may  thus  be  perfected.  The  Libra- 
rian has  had  the  fortune,  in  this  way,  to  make  up  a  set  of 
"  The  Universal  History,"  of  which  only  twenty  volumes 
of  the  sLxty-five  were  before  in  the  possession  of  the  Soci- 
ety. The  books  parted  with,  were  either  duplicate  or  trip- 
licate copies,  and  such  as  could  very  Avell  be  spared. 

Modern  publications  are  less  likely  than  others  to  find 
their  way  into  our  library,  except  by  purchase.  Many  Eng- 
lish illustrated  works,  of  an  historical  or  anticjuarian  character, 
are  occasionally  to  be  met  with  in  the  market  at  extremely 
low  prices.  Advantage  has  been  taken  of  these  chances  to 
procure  a  variety  of  diaries,  chronicles,  memoirs,  &c.,  which 
are  beautiful  specimens  of  typography.  Thirty-two  volumes 
of  the  recent  accessions  are  of  this  description,  and  have 
been  obtained  at  a  very  moderate  cost. 

Twenty-six  volumes  are  Dociunents  of  Congress. 

The  other  sources  from  which  additions  have  been  re- 
ceived, are  named  in  the  following  list. 

The  Boston  Society  of  Natm-al  History. 

"  Providence  Atheneum. 

"  New  Jersey  Historical  Society. 

"  New  York  State  Library. 

"  Societe  de  Geographic  of  Paris. 

"  Royal  Geographical  Society  of  London. 

"  Alabama  Historical  Society. 

"  Smithsonian  Institution. 
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L.  Lee,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  Indian  affairs. 
The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
Hon.  R.  C.  Winthrop. 
N.  I.  Bowditch,  Esq. 
James  H.  Phelps,  Esq. 
Rev.  A.  D.  Williams. 
James  Williams,  Esq, 
Mr.  P.  Smith. 
Hon.  Charles  Allen. 
Dr.  George  Chandler. 
President  Everett. 
Hon.  John  Davis. 
Rev.  Edward  E.  Hale. 
Rev.  Alvan  Lamson,  D.  D. 
The  Librarian. 
Hon.  John  W.  Lincoln. 
Rev.  J.  H.  Fairfield. 
Rev.  George  Allen. 
Miss  Mary  C.  Gay. 
Several  anonymous  contributors  ; 
And  the  Editors  of  the  following  publications,  viz  : 
The  Merchant's  Magazine. 
"     Farmer's  Monthly  Visitor. 
"     Advocate  of  Peace. 

"     Boston  Semi-weekly  Courier.  ' 

"     Christian  Watchman  and  Reflector. 
Norton's  Literary  Gazette. 
The  Worcester  Spy.  •  .  ' 

"     Worcester  National  ^gis. 
"     Worcester  Transcript. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  F.  HAVEN,  Librariafi. 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF    THK 


AMERICAN  ANTIQUARIAN   SOCIETY, 


IN 


BOSTON,   APRIL   26,    1854. 


BOSTON: 

PRINTED  BY  JOHN  WILSON  &  SON, 

22,  School  Street. 

1854. 


PROCEEDINGS. 


SEMI-ANNUAL   MEETING,   APRIL   26,  1854, 

AT   THE 

ROOMS   OF  THE   AMERICAN    ACADEMY   OF   ARTS  AND   SCIENCES, 

IN   BOSTON. 


At  the  request  of  Rev.  Dr.  Jenks,  first  Vice-President, 
Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury,  second  Vice-President,  took 
the  chair. 

The  records  of  the  last  meeting  were  read.  The 
Report  of  the  Council  to  the  Society  was  read,  with 
the  Reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Librarian. 

Voted,  That  the  Report  of  the  Council  be  accepted,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Pubhcation,  with  a  request  that 
they  publish  such  parts  thereof,  and  in  such  manner,  as  they 
may  think  proper,  with  the  Report  of  the  Librarian. 

Hon.  Abbott  Lawrence  rose  to  request  the  privi- 
lege of  defraying  the  expense  of  their  publication. 

Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  rendered  to  Mr. 
Lawrence,  and  that  his  kind  offer  be  accepted. 


Hon.  Robert  C.  Winthrop  then  rose,  and  spoke  as 
follows :  — 

I  pray  leave,  Mr.  Vice-President,  to  present  to  the 
Society  a  resolution  or  two,  for  the  purpose  of  placing 
formally  upon  the  records  of  this  meeting  the  views 
which  have  been  already  expressed  on  all  sides  of  the 
hall.  They  relate,  I  need  not  say,  to  our  lamented 
President,  whose  death  has  been  so  fitly  and  feelingly 
annoimced  to  us  in  the  Report  of  the  Council. 

It  has  been  my  good  fortune  to  know  Governor 
Davis  long  and  well.  It  is  twenty  years  this  very 
month,  since  I  entered  his  military  family  (as  it  is 
sometimes  called)  as  his  senior  aide-de-camp,  upon  his 
first  election  to  the  office  of  Governor  of  Massachu- 
setts. From  that  time  to  this,  hardly  a  year  has 
elapsed  in  which  I  have  not  been  associated  with  him 
m  some  sphere  or  other  of  the  public  service.  I  have 
known  him,  for  years  together,  in  the  intimacies  of  a 
Congressional  mess,  where  all  that  is  peculiar  in  pri- 
vate character  is  sure  to  make  itself  known.  And  it 
has  been  my  privilege,  too,  to  serve  at  his.  side  in  the 
Senate  Chamber  of  the  United  States,  during  a  brief, 
but  crowded  and  momentous,  period  in  the  history  of 
our  national  legislation.  I  desire,  under  these  circum- 
stances, sir,  to  bear  my  humble  testimony  to  the  many 
excellent  and  noble  qualities,  both  of  head  and  of 
heart,  which  distinguished  him  everywhere  alike.  No 
better  or  worthier  senator,  in  my  humble  judgment, 


was  ever  sent  to  the  Capitol  from  Massachusetts,  or 
from  any  other  State,  than  John  Davis ;  none  more 
intelligent,  more  industrious,  more  faithful,  more  use- 
ful, more  pure,  disinterested,  and  patriotic. 

His  physical  health  and  vigor  were,  it  is  true,  not 
always  equal  to  the  demands  which  were  made  upon 
him.  He  had,  too,  a  natural  repugnance  to  every 
thing  in  the  nature  of  ostentation  or  personal  display. 
But  he  had  a  word  ably  and  fitly  and  eloquently 
spoken  for  every  occasion  where  it  was  called  for; 
and  he  had,  what  is  better  than  a  whole  voliune  of 
words,  a  quick  eye,  a  listening  ear,  an  attentive  and 
thoroughly  informed  mind,  and  a  punctual  personal 
presence,  for  the  daily  and  practical  proceedmgs  of 
Congress.  No  man  took  a  more  active  interest,  and 
no  man  exerted  a  more  valuable  influence,  in  regard 
to  the  real  business  of  the  country.  Though  born 
and  bred  in  the  interior  of  the  State,  and  educated  to 
the  profession  of  the  Bar,  his  mind  seemed  to  have  a 
natural  facility  for  grappling  Tvith  the  difficult  ques- 
tions of  trade  and  currency  and  tariff's,  which  belong 
more  pecuUarly  to  those  who  have  their  homes  upon 
the  sea-board,  and  who  are  personally  engaged  in  com- 
mercial affairs.  Upon  questions  of  this  sort,  his 
opinion  was  often  appealed  to,  almost  as  law.  More 
than  one  occasion  might  be  cited,  where  that  opinion 
was  deferred  to  implicitly,  as  an  all-sufficient  authority 
to  govern  the  action  of  the  Senate,  even  by  those  least 
inclined  and  least  accustomed  to  waive  any  views  of 
theu-  own.     The  labor  of  the  country,  and  the  com- 


merce  and  navigation  of  the  country,  owe  him  a  debt 
which  could  not  easily  have  been  paid,  had  he  lived ; 
and  which  now,  alas !  can  only  be  the  subject  of  empty 
and  formal  recognition. 

Above  all,  sir,  he  was  a  just  and  virtuous  man, 
whose  daily  life  was  mthout  spot  or  blemish,  and 
whose  example  may  be  commended,  without  qualifi- 
cation, to  the  imitation  of  both  yoimg  and  old.  As 
such,  his  name  belongs  to  the  treasures  of  our  State 
and  nation,  and  his  memory  can  never  fail  to  be  che- 
rished by  all  who  appreciate  the  value  of  virtuous  and 
Christian  statesmen. 

I  ought  to  apologize,  Mr.  Vice-President,  for  havuig 
added  a  syllable  to  the  able  and  admirable  tributes  to 
which  we  have  just  listened,  in  the  Reports  of  my 
friend  Judge  Kinnicutt,  and  of  our  devoted  Librarian ; 
and  I  will  only  trespass  further  upon  your  time  by 
submitting  the  following  resolutions  :  — 

Resolved,  That  we  have  learned  with  unfeigned  sensibility 
and  sorrow  the  sudden  death  of  our  distinguished  and  excel- 
lent President,  and  that  this  Society  will  ever  cherish  his 
memory  with  the  warmest  regard  and  res.pect. 

Resolved,  That  the  President's  chah,  in  the  Society's  hall 
at  Worcester,  be  slii'ouded  with  black  until  the  next  annual 
meeting ;  and  that  the  Council  be  requested  to  take  measures 
for  adding  a  portrait  of  Governor  Davis  to  the  Society's 
gallery. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to 
the  Council  for  the  admirable  memoir  of  our  lamented  Presi- 
dent which  they  have  presented  in  theh  Report,  and  that 
they  be  instructed  to  prepare  it  for  the  press  in  a  form  in 
which  it  may  have  general  circulation. 


Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  communicated 
to  the  widow  and  family  of  Governor  Davis,  Avith  an  assurance 
of  the  sincere  sympathy  of  the  Society  in  their  afflicting 
bereavemont. 


The  Honorable  Abbott  Lawrence  arose  to  second 
the  resolutions,  which,  he  said,  would  unquestiona- 
bly receive  an  affirmative  response  from  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Society.  They  indeed  required  no  advocacy 
from  him,  or  any  other  person,  to  secure  their  passage ; 
but  he  felt  it  due  to  the  relations  he  had  sustained  to 
the  deceased,  of  a  public  and  private  nature,  that  he 
should  not  peiinit  the  question  to  be  taken  until  he 
had  tendered  his  humble  tribute  to  exalted  virtues, 
the  memory  of  which  is  so  dear  to  us  all. 

It  had  been  the  happy  privilege  of  the  speaker  to 
be  associated  with  Governor  Davis  in  bonds  of  social 
intimacy  for  a  long  series  of  years ;  he  had  also  been 
connected  with  him  in  the  care  or  arrangement  of 
many  important  matters  of  general  interest.  He  could 
say  of  Governor  Davis,  that  no  one  could  be  a  more 
true  and  judicious  friend;  no  one  more  devoted  to 
the  faitliful  discharge  of  delegated  power ;  no  one  in 
whose  bosom  glowed  a  more  pure  or  ardent  patriot- 
ism; no  one  whose  moral  character  was  more  free 
from  blemish.  Governor  Davis  possessed  extraordi- 
nary sagacity,  incorruptible  integrity,  and  industry 
which  never  flinched  in  the  face  of  arduous  labor. 
These  qualities,  backed  by  the  results  of  close  obser- 
vation   of  men,   and  extensive  researches  in  books. 
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enabled  him  to  take  and  retain  a  position  in  our 
national  councils  which  it  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  few 
men  to  achieve.  They  were  qualities  which  even 
political  hostility  has  neither  depreciated  nor  denied, 
and  whose  beneficial  effects  illuminate  the  pages  of 
our  nation's  legislative  history. 

Mr.  Lawrence  said  it  would  be  superfluous  for  him 
to  specify  the  many  and  noble  results  of  Governor 
Davis's  public  labors.  They  were  on  record,  and  had 
akeady  been  ably  and  eloquently  set  forth  in  the 
Reports  which  had  just  been  laid  before  the  Society. 
The  good  which  he  has  done  "  is  not  interred  with  the 
bones  "  of  the  great  man  who  has  fallen :  the  State  and 
the  nation  have  been  made  happier  and  better  by  his 
life.  Mr.  Lawrence  (of  whose  remarks  the  above  is 
but  an  outline)  concluded  by  an  affecting  allusion  to 
the  beauty  of  the  character  of  the  deceased  in  his 
domestic  relations. 

The  following  gentlemen,  having  been  recommended 
by  the  Council  for  election  to  membership,  were  bal- 
loted for  and  chosen :  — 

William  S.  Bakton,  Esq.      .     .     .  Worcester. 

Rev.  James  D.  Butler       ....  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Edwaed  Jakvis,  M.D Dorchester. 

Ellis  Ames,  Esq Canton. 

Henky  Stevens,  Esq London,  G.B. 

Joel  Munsel,  Esq Albany,  N.Y. 

James  Lenox,  Esq New  York. 

Voted  to  dissolve  the  meeting. 

Attest,  REJOICE  NEWTON, 

Recording  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 


By  a  provision  of  the  by-laws  of  this  Society,  it  is 
made  the  duty  of  the  Council  to  submit  a  report  at 
its  annual  and  semi-annual  meetings.  The  frequent 
recurrence  of  these  occasions,  in  an  association  whose 
objects  are  so  limited  and  whose  progress  is  so  quiet, 
necessarily  precludes  the  accumulation  of  materials 
for  extended  reports  of  its  proceedings.  As  each  half- 
year  passes,  its  members  are  made  acquainted  with  its 
condition ;  and,  though  at  the  end  of  a  series  of  years 
it  will  be  found  that  much  has  been  accomplished 
and  recorded,  the  record  of  each  meeting  cannot  be 
expected  to  afford  a  large  amount  of  interesting 
matter. 

The  report  of  the  Treasurer,  which  is  herewith 
submitted,  exhibits  the  condition  of  our  finances  so 
clearly,  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  refer  to  that  docu- 
ment for  all  the  necessary  information  upon  that 
subject. 

The  report  of  the  Librarian  will  make  Hnown  the 
condition  of  the  Library,  and  the  number  and  charac- 
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ter  of  the  additions  made  to  it  during  the  last  six 
months.  It  is  gratifying  to  know,  that  there  is, 
among  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Society,  a  con- 
stant remembrance  of  its  objects  and  wants,  and  a 
disposition  to  advance  and  supply  them. 

The  Librarian,  in  his  report,  has  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Council  to  the  interesting  question  of  the 
origm  of  population  upon  this  continent ;  a  question 
which,  ever  since  the  discovery  of  the  country  by 
Columbus,  has  attracted  the  attention  and  excited  the 
speculations  of  ethnological  students  and  writers. 
The  suggestion  of  collectmg  in  our  library  all  the 
works  of  value  which  have  been  published  upon 
the  subject  is  worthy  of  consideration,  and  its  accom- 
plishment would  add  greatly  to  the  interest  of  our 
literary  treasures. 

In  a  former  report  of  the  Council,  notice  was 
taken  of  an  intention  to  hold  more  frequent  meetings 
of  the  Society,  at  which  the  results  of  the  researches 
of  its  members  and  friends  upon  subjects  of  a  histori- 
cal and  antiquarian  character  might  be  communicated 
in  a  manner  which  would  give  the  public  the  advan- 
tage of  listening  to  them.  One  such  meeting  was 
held  in  the  present  month,  and  though,  on  account  of 
an  inclement  sky,  thinly  attended,  gave  an  earnest 
of  the  pleasure  and  the  profit  to  be  derived  from  them 
in  future,  and  encouragement  to  repeat  the  experi- 
ment. "" 
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"Within  a  few  days,  death  has  again  invaded  oni 
ranks.  The  President  of  this  Society,  the  lion.  John 
Davis,  died  at  his  residence  in  Worcester,  on  Wed- 
nesday, the  nineteenth  instant. 

It  would  1)0  departing  from  the  custom  of  the  Coun- 
cil, as  well  as  doing  injustice  to  their  own  feelings 
and  the  character  of  the  deceased,  if  they  were  to  close 
this  report  without  a  tribute  to  his  memory. 

For  the  last  quarter  of  a  century,  the  name  of  Jolm 
Da\'is  has  been  intimately  associated  with  the  councils 
of  his  native  State  or  with  those  of  the  Union.  Du- 
ring that  period,  he  has  borne  a  part  m  public  affairs 
which  will  identify  him  with  the  history  of  his  times, 
and  give  to  him  a  position  among  the  wise  and  patrio- 
tic statesmen  of  his  country.  Of  such  a  one,  when 
enrolled  among  our  members,  and  holding  as  he  did 
the  position  of  our  presiding  officer,  it  is,  though  a 
sad,  yet  not  an  ungrateful  duty  to  inscribe  a  brief 
notice  upon  the  pages  of  our  records,  and  thus  to  tes- 
tify to  our  successors  and  to  posterity  the  estimate 
which  we  entertain  of  his  services  and  his  character. 

John  Davis  was  bom  on  the  thirteenth  day  of 
January,  1787,  in  the  town  of  Northborough,  in  the 
county  of  Worcester.  Of  a  parentage  neither  afflu- 
ent nor  poor,  it  was  his  good  fortune  to  feel  the  neces- 
sity of  that  personal  effort  and  persevering  industry 
which  lie  at  the  foundation  of  all  success  in  life.  Like 
most  of  the  distinguished  men  of  New  England,  his 
early  training  was  upon  his  paternal  farm  and  in  the 
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common  schools  of  his  native  town,  where  he  acquired 
that  hardilioocl  of  physical  constitution,  which,  in  after 
years,  bore  him  through  many  an  hour  of  suffering 
from  acute  disease,  and,  with  the  rudiments  of  educa- 
tion, those  traits  of  character  which  contributed  essen- 
tially to  his  success  m  the  rough  contests  of  his 
subsequent  career. 

After  the  usual  preparation,  a  part  of  which  was 
made  at  Leicester  Academy,  he  entered  the  Freshman 
class  of  Yale  College  in  the  year  1808,  and  graduated 
in  course  with  honor  in  1812. 

Having  selected  the  law  for  his  profession,  he 
entered  upon  its  study  in  the  office  of  the  Hon.  Fran- 
cis Blake  of  Worcester,  who  then  stood  unrivalled  at 
the  Bar  of  that  coimty,  and  was  admitted  as  an  attor- 
ney in  1815.  Just  ten  years  from  that  time,  in 
December,  1825,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  as  the  representative  of  the  "Wor- 
cester South  District.  In  that  position  he  contmued 
eight  years,  until  January,  1834,  when,  having  been 
elected  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  he  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  that  office,  in  the  discharge  of 
which  he  continued  until  March,  1835,  when  he  took 
his  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  to  which 
he  had  been  elected  by  the  Legislature  then  in  ses- 
sion. He  remained  a  member  of  the  Senate  until 
January,  1841,  when  he  reassumed  the  office  of 
Governor  of  the  State,  having  been  elected  in  the 
autumn  of  1840,  and  continued  to  discharge  its  duties 
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until  January,  1843,  when,  having  been  defeated  in 
the  pre^•ions  Gubernatorial  canvas,  he  remained  in 
private  life  until  March,  1845.  In  that  year,  upon 
the  death  of  the  Hon.  Isaac  C.  Bates,  then  a  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  he  was  elected  his  successor  by 
the  Legislature,  and  continued  to  represent  the  State 
until  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  when,  upon  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term,  he  finally  retired  to  private  life. 

It  will  be  seen  by  these  dates,  that  he  was  eight 
years  and  a  fraction  of  a  year  a  representative  in  Con- 
gress, three  years  and  a  fraction  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  nearly  fourteen  years  a  member 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States ;  making  twenty- 
five  years,  or  more  than  half  of  his  entire  manhood, 
spent  in  the  public  service. 

The  success  of  Mr.  Davis  in  his  profession  was 
remarkable.  He  has  been  known  to  say,  that  his  dif- 
fidence was  so  great  in  early  life,  that,  for  years  after 
he  had  acquired  some  reputation  at  the  Bar,  he  never 
rose  to  addi'ess  the  court  or  jury  mthout  embar- 
rassment ;  yet,  at  the  end  of  ten  years  after  his  admis- 
sion to  practice,  upon  the  elevation  of  Governor 
Lincoln  to  the  Bench,  he  was  the  acknowledged  head 
of  his  profession  in  a  county  of  wide  extent,  and 
always  distinguished  for  the  ability  of  its  Bar.  As  an 
advocate,  he  had  few  superiors  in  Massachusetts. 
Others  there  were  niore  eloquent,  possessed  of  more 
genius,  capable  of  producing  more  thrilling  effect  by 
impassioned  declamation  and  beautiful  imagery;  but 
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there  were  few,  if  any,  possessed  of  more  power  to 
convince  or  persuade  a  New  England  jury.  His  ima- 
gination was  always  subordinate  to  liis  judgment ; 
perhaps  he  had  too  little  of  the  former  faculty.  He 
seldom  indulged  in  declamation.  His  strength  lay  in 
the  clearness  of  his  statement,  in  logical  arrangement, 
in  a  facility  of  grouping  the  evidence  bearing  upon  a 
given  point,  in  a  sagacity  that  never  failed  him  in  the 
selection  of  the  topics  and  illustrations  suited  to 
the  tribunal  he  addressed,  with  which  his  mind  was 
stored  by  extensive  reading  and  wide  observation; 
and,  added  to  this,  a  sincerity  of  manner  so  perfect 
that  it  could  not  be  counterfeit.  It  is  not  strange, 
that,  with  such  endowments,  he  should  be  successful 
with  a  jury  composed  of  men  distinguished,  as  most 
New  England  juries  are,  for  their  common  sense,  ear- 
nest to  discover  the  truth,  and  suspicious  of  all  attempts 
to  lead  their  judgment  astray  by  appeals  to  their  feel- 
ings or  imagination. 

As  a  lawyer,  Mr.  Davis  was  not  remarkable  for 
extensive  reading.  In  this,  his  maxim  was,  '•'-Multum^ 
non  multa"  His  mind  was  well  stored  with  legal 
principles,  and  he  seldom  failed  of  making  a  just 
application  of  them  in  practice.  His  arguments  ad- 
dressed to  the  court  were  always  characterized  by  this 
habit  of  his  mind ;  and,  though  he  never  permitted 
himself  to  be  siu'prised  by  the  citation  of  cases  which 
he  had  not  seen,  he  relied  more  upon  well-settled 
principles,  and  the  deductions  logically  made  from 
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them  by  his  own  mmd,  than  by  the  citation  of  any 
number  of  analogous  authorities.  He  was  always  lis- 
tened to  by  the  court  with  attention,  as  one  who  had 
something  to  say,  and  from  whom  something  might  be 
learned,  a  fact  w^hich  means  somethmg  more  than  a 
compliment  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Massachusetts. 

But  it  was  as  a  statesman  that  Governor  Davis  was 
most  distinguished,  and  upon  his  character  in  this 
capacity  will  rest  his  chief  claim  to  an  enduring  repu- 
tation. He  had  not  long  been  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  before  he  became  distinguished. 
The  system  of  protection  to  American  industry  was 
then  just  assuming  a  decided  character,  and  he  at 
once  gave  to  it  the  aid  of  his  intellect,  his  industry, 
and  experience.  His  opinions  upon  all  questions 
connected  with  it  were  highly  respected ;  and  it  was 
in  no  small  degree  under  his  auspices,  as  a  leader  in 
the  House,  that  the  system  was  finally  perfected.  In 
the  contests  growing  out  of  this  policy,  he  encoun- 
tered the  most  distinguished  of  its  opponents  in  that 
body,  and,  m  the  opinion  of  its  friends  at  least,  achieved 
a  decided  triumph.  When  it  is  remembered  that  Mr. 
McDuffie  of  South  Carolina  was  then  the  leadmg 
supporter  of  the  opposite  side  of  the  question,  this  is 
no  light  distinction.  The  weapons  which  win  success 
in  such  a  warfare  must  have  no  ordinary  temper,  and 
be  wielded  with  no  want  of  strength  or  skill. 

It  was  in  the  latter  part  of  his  service  in  the  House, 
that  South  Carolina  took  her  position  on  the  subject 
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of  a  practical  nullification  of  the  tariff  laws,  in  the 
enactment  of  which  he  had  taken  so  conspicuous  a 
part ;  and  that  the  integrity  of  the  Union  was  directly 
and  imminently  threatened.  It  will  be  recollected  by 
many  with  what  equanimity  and  firmness  he  bore 
himself  through  all  that  trying  period,  yielding  to  no 
unmanly  fears,  but  possessing  his  spirit  calmly  in  the 
conviction  of  a  just  cause,  and  reassuring  others  by 
his  confidence  in  the  strength  of  the  constitution  to 
carry  itself  safely  through  the  crisis. 

Upon  his  elevation  to  the  Senate,  he  entered  upon 
an  arena  in  which  it  was  still  more  difficult  to  acquire 
and  sustain  a  reputation  of  a  high  order ;  for  there, 
in  addition  to  a  host  of  other  able  men,  stood,  in  the 
full  strength  of  their  manhood,  with  every  muscle 
and  sinew  and  nerve  in  vigorous  action,  that  great  trio 
of  intellectual  champions,  around  whose  contests  of 
almost  superhuman  power  already  tradition  is  casting 
the  halo  of  an  heroic  age.  It  is  not,  of  course,  in  a 
comparison  with  these,  in  their  peculiar  characteris- 
tics, that  Governor  Davis  is  to  find  his  true  position 
as  a  debater  or  a  statesman.  The  matchless  manner 
and  the  "  voice  divine  "  of  Henry  Clay  never  yet  fell 
to  other  mortal  lot.  Mr.  Calhoim's  remorseless  logic 
and  metaphysical  skill  were  pre-eminently  his  own. 
And  Mr.  Webster's  grasp  of  intellect  and  sublime 
imagination  were  as  unequalled  as  the  brow  which 
foreshadowed  them.  Into  this  arena,  Gfbvernor  Davis 
brought   that  admirable  temper,  that  sagacity,  that 
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dispassionate  wisdom,  which  had  distinguished  him  in 
the  House,  and  which  had  now  culminated  to  their 
zenith ;  and  he  soon  took  a  rank,  which  never  deserted 
him,  among  the  wisest  and  most  able  members  of  that 
remarkable  body. 

There  he  renewed  his  efforts  in  support  of  the  pro- 
tection of  American  industry,  and  for  many  years 
defended  the  policy  whenever  it  needed  defence.  His 
speech  in  1840,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Buchanan  of  Penn- 
sylvania, will  be  remembered  as  one  of  his  most  suc- 
cessful efforts,  and  as  having  had  probably  more 
influence  among  the  masses,  in  the  unparalleled  poli- 
tical contest  of  that  year,  than  any  other  dociunent 
that  issued  from  the  press. 

For  many  years  he  was  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  in  the  Senate ;  and,  though  the 
duties  of  that  Committee  were  foreign  from  his  early 
pursuits  and  studies,  he  applied  himself  to  the  dis- 
charge of  them  with  such  energy  and  devotion,  that 
he  soon  mastered  the  principles  and  details  of  the 
subjects  referred  to  him.  As  a  branch  of  commerce, 
his  attention  was  early  attracted  to  the  fisheries,  in 
which  his  ovm  constituents  were  largely  and  success- 
fully engaged;  a  department  of  industry,  which, 
whether  we  consider  its  importance  to  the  national 
wealth  and  national  defence,  or  the  fearless  hardihood 
with  which  it  is  pursued  in  e^ery  climate  and  sea, 
justifies  the  magnificent  and  prophetic  eulogium  of 
Burke,  who  saw  in  it  the  promise  of  the  future  great- 
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ness  of  a  people  then  but  in  the  "  gristle  of  manhood." 
The  prophecy  has  become  history ;  and  however  some 
may  have  been  disposed  to  disparage  this  element  of 
national  prosperity  and  honor,  Mr.  Davis  claimed  for 
it  the  fostering  care  and  protection  of  the  government,' 
and  on  all  occasions  gave  to  the  brave  mariners  em- 
ployed in  it  his  steadfast  support.  Many  a  bold 
seaman,  as  he  pursued  his  prey  on  the  stormy  banks 
of  Newfoundland,  amid  the  icebergs  of  the  polar  sea, 
or  beneath  the  burning  sun  of  the  torrid  zone,  has 
had  reason  to  bless  the  ^dgilant  care  of  the  fearless 
senator,  who  never  forgot  or  failed  him  when  his  rights 
needed  a  defender. 

When  he  left  the  chair  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, it  was  admitted  by  common  consent,  that  it 
had  never  been  fiUed  with  more  fidelity,  or  with 
greater  usefulness  to  the  country.  One  of  his  last 
labors  as  a  member  of  the  Senate  was  the  framing 
and  perfecting  a  bill  for  the  regulation  of  steam  navi- 
gation, with  the  object  of  diminishmg  the  inmiense 
hazard  to  life  with  which  it  had  been  attended ;  and, 
though  opposed  by  adverse  interests,  and  thwarted 
by  all  the  arts  of  w^hich  parliamentary  skill  is  master, 
he  succeeded  in  establishing  a  code  of  regulations 
whose  beneficial  effects  have  already  been  vridely  felt, 
and  which  is  destined  in  the  future,  in  no  small 
degree,  to  ensure  safety  in  the  use  of  that  fearful 
power  which  we  have  harnessed  to  our  commerce,  and 
have  hitherto  left  almost  without  control. 
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But  it  was  not  to  such  special  subjects  as  tlie 
tariff  and  commerce,  large  though  they  are,  and  com- 
prehensive enough  to  monopolize  the  labors  of  a  life, 
that  he  limited  his  attention.  His  was  a  mind  which 
could  not  content  itself  with  specialties,  however  use- 
ful or  absorbing.  He  surveyed  the  whole  map  of 
statesmanship,  and  was  satisfied  to  leave  no  part  of  it 
unexplored.  The  principles  of  international  law,  of 
diplomatic  intercoiu'se,  of  constitutional  law  as  applied 
to  the  States  and  the  general  government,  and  the 
conflicts  between  them,  our  systems  of  finance  and 
public  domain,  our  foreign  and  oiu*  domestic  relations, 
the  great  questions  of  peace  and  war,  of  international 
duties  and  international  rights ;  —  all  these,  and  many- 
more,  he  made  his  study;  and  upon  them  all,  who- 
ever has  read  the  debates  of  the  Senate  through  the 
period  of  his  membership,  during  which  all  of  them 
have  been  discussed,  and  still  more  those  who  have 
enjoyed  the  pri\ilege  of  his  conversation,  must  have 
been  impressed  with  the  great  extent  of  his  knowledge, 
the  comprehensiveness  of  his  intellectual  \dsion,  and, 
the  high  character  of  his  practical  wisdom. 

On  the  agitatmg  questions  of  a  domestic  character 
which  have  been  discussed  during  his  connection  with 
the  Senate,  while  he  steadily  maintained  the  rights 
and  defended  the  interests  of  the  North,  Mr.  Davis 
was  always  ready  to  do  justice  to  the  South.  "With 
him  her  constitutional  rights  were  sacred ;  for  to  the 
constitution  he  acknowledged  no  di^ided  allegiance. 
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Whatever  provisions  were  found  clearly  set  down  in 
that  instrument  were  fundamental  articles  in  his  poli- 
tical creed.  He  never  complained  of  them  or  at- 
tempted to  evade  them.  He  was  accustomed  to  take 
enlarged  views  of  the  various  and  diversified  interests 
of  the  country,  as  formmg  in  combmation  the  strength 
of  a  great  and  united  empire,  destined  in  its  integrity 
to  advance  the  civilization  of  the  world  beyond  any 
experience  in  its  history,  and  by  its  dissolution,  if  dis- 
solved it  should  be,  to  retard  it  by  fearful  and  unde- 
fined  perils  and  disasters.  He  regarded  the  union  of 
the  States,  therefore,  as  a  priceless  blessing,  to  be 
maintamed  only  by  a  faithful  adherence  to  the  com- 
promises of  the  constitution.  But,  while  he  was  ever 
ready  to  respect  the  rights  of  other  sections  of  the 
Union,  he  firmly  insisted  upon  those  of  his  own ;  and 
upon  all  questions  on  which  he  was  to  act,  involving 
either,  he  claimed,  what  he  freely  conceded  to  others, 
the  right  to  be  guided  by  his  own  independent  judg- 
ment. This  he  followed,  on  more  than  one  occasion, 
with  a  fearlessness  which  dared  to  obey  conscience 
and  duty,  regardless  of  personal  hazard .  or  popular 
reproach. 

On  the  subject  of  international  relations  and  duties, 
Mr.  Davis  held  sacred  the  obligation  of  treaties,  and 
the  still  higher  obligation  of  dealing  justly,  under  all 
circumstances,  with  other  nations,  whether  bound  by 
treaties  or  not.  His  mmd  revolted  from"^  all  attempts 
to  wrest  from  the  weak  theu-  rights  or  their  territory, 
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either  by  encouraging  lawless  individual  entei-prises, 
or  by  seeking  occasions  to  iuA'olve  them  in  national 
quarrels.  The  doctrine  of  a  maniiest  destiny,  in 
accordance  with  which  we  are  to  extend  our  republi- 
can empire,  by  right  or  by  wrong,  over  the  whole 
continent,  found  no  lodgment  in  his  mind.  He  ad- 
hered to  that  safer,  that  more  benignant  policy,  which 
seeks  to  cultivate,  to  civilize,  and  adorn  the  vast 
empire  which  w^e  already  possess,  rather  than  that 
which  covets  new  provinces  at  the  expense  of  national 
honor,  and  it  may  be  of  national  security. 

In  regard  to  the  question  of  intervention  in  Euro- 
pean politics,  which  so  much  excited  the  country 
during  the  visit  of  that  extraordmary  and  erratic 
genius,  the  distinguished  Hungarian  exile,  he  quietly 
reposed  upon  the  great  doctrine  of  the  father  of  his 
country,  and  lived  to  see  the  storm  of  popular  enthu- 
siasm subside  into  the  calm  of  a  conservative  public 
opinion ;  a  result  for  which,  in  the  closing  days  of 
his  life,  in  view  of  the  events  transpu'ing  upon  the 
continent  of  Europe,  he  had  reason  to  be  grateful,  as 
a  lover  of  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  his  country. 

Neither  the  limited  time  for  the  preparation  of  this 
notice,  nor  the  occasion  itself,  admits  of  an  extended 
review  of  Mr.  Davis's  opinions  upon  subjects  of  public 
policy,  or  of  greater  detail  in  regard  to  his  senatorial 
career.  His  personal  influence  in  that  body,  during 
the  latter  part  of  his  connection  with  it,  and  up  to  the 
hour  he  left  it,  was  probably  unsurpassed  by  that  of 
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any  other  member.  The  sober  thoughtfuhiess  and 
spotless  integrity  of  his  life,  his  freedom  from  extra- 
vagance of  manner  or  expression,  his  extensive  and 
accurate  information  on  subjects  the  most  diverse,  his 
ability  to  grapple  with  and  master  both  principles  and 
details,  his  readiness  to  impart  knowledge,  his  long 
experience  in  public  aiFairs,  his  reputation  for  solid 
judgment,  his  wisdom  in  council  and  firmness  in  time 
of  trial,  united  to  give  him  a  position  in  the  Senate, 
which  any  who  sat  there  might  well  be  content  to 
occupy.  It  may  safely  be  said  of  him,  that  few  men 
have  at  any  time  belonged  to  that  august  body  who 
have  possessed  greater  capacity  for  the  service  of  the 
country,  few  who  have  exerted  their  talents  with 
more  fidelity,  and  fewer  still  who  have  accomplished 
more  beneficial  results. 

When  Governor  Davis  was  first  elected  to  the 
office  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Commonwealth,  he 
had  never  been  connected  "wdth  the  State  Government. 
His  public  life  had  been  confined  to  Congress,  as  the 
representative  of  his  district.  His  reputation  acquired 
there  was  the  basis  of  his  popularity  at  home.  Suc- 
ceeding one  of  the  most  popidar  and  efficient  chief 
magistrates  the  State  had  ever  had,  the  post  was  a  dif- 
ficult one  to  fill,  without  suffering  by  the  comparison 
which  w^oidd  be  sure  to  be  instituted.  It  is  praise 
enough  to  say  of  him,  that  he  filled  it  without  a  dimi- 
nution in  the  amount  of  public  regard  #hich  his  pre- 
decessor  had  won.      He   remained   in  the  office  of 
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Governor  at  this  time  but  little  more  than  a  year, 
when  he  was  transferred  to  the  Senate.     His  selection 
a  second  time  as  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  the 
executive  office  was  in  1840,  when  the  political  con- 
trol of  the  State  had  passed  into  the  hands  of  its 
opponents,  and  when  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  put 
in  nomination  the  strongest  man  in  the  popular  favor 
whom  the  party  possessed  within  its  ranks.     There 
was  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  any  who  that  man  was ; 
and  the  result,  in  his  election  by  a  popular  majority 
of  nearly  twenty  thousand  votes,  showed  the  wisdom 
of  the  selection.     His  executive  administrations  were 
characterized  by  a  careful  and  conscientious  attention 
to  every  department  of  duty,  by  a  strict  regard  to  the 
constitutional   limitations    upon   his   authority,  by  a 
jealous  guardianship  of  the  rights  of  the  State  in  her 
relations  with  the  General  Government  and  her  sister 
States,  and  by  a  watchful  concern  in  all  her  industrial 
interests,  in  her  educational  system,  and  her  charitable 
institutions. 

But  the  executive  department  of  government  was 
not  that  which  was  best  suited  to  his  tastes,  or  the 
character  of  his  mind.  He  liked  better  the  larger 
questions  and  broader  field  of  contemplation  opened 
to  the  statesman  in  the  national  legislature,  and  he 
returned  to  the  Senate  with  no  wish  again  to  assume 
the  responsibilities  and  duties  of  executive  station. 
Here  he  remained  until  within  little  more  than  a 
year  of  his  death,  when  he  returned  to  his  home,  with 
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the  intention  of  never  again  lea\ing  it  for  public  life. 
And  there,  his  labors  ended,  and  his  work  all  done, 
he  died,  — 

"  Like  one  who  ivraps  the  drapery  of  his  couch 
About  him,  and  lies  down  to  pleasant  dreams." 

Massachusetts  mourns  his  death  as  a  public  loss. 
Well  she  may.  She  neyer  had  a  wiser,  a  more  faith- 
ful, or  a  more  useful  statesman.  Long  will  she  hold 
his  services  in  grateful  remembrance.  Numerous  as 
have  been  her  distinguished  men,  and  proud  as  she 
has  reason  to  be  of  the  long  line  of  patriots  who  have 
illustrated  her  annals  and  adorned  her  councils,  none 
have  left  to  her  the  legacy  of  a  nobler  or  a  purer 
public  life. 

Distinguished  as  Governor  Davis  was  in  public, 
it  was  in  the  relations  of  private  life  that  the  true 
worth  of  his  character  was  best  known  and  appre- 
ciated. Unostentatious  in  his  manners,  simple  to  a 
remarkable  degree  in  his  tastes,  steadfast  in  his  inte- 
grity under  all  circumstances,  easy  to  be  approached 
by  the  humble,  always  ready  to  listen  .to  the  weak 
and  the  friendless,  stern  and  uncompromising  in  his 
resistance  to  wrong,  social  in  his  habits,  genial  in 
his  disposition,  and  constant  in  his  friendships,  he 
was  peculiarly  fitted  to  adorn  a  private  station,  and  to 
make  happy  the  narrow  circle  of  home  and  neighbor- 
hood and  friends.  These  genial  and  agreeable  quali- 
ties accompanied  him  in  his  intercourse  with  public 
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men ;  and,  above  all,  his  allegiance  to  truth  followed 
him  wherever  he  went,  and  whatever  he  did.  In  pri- 
vate and  in  public  life,  the  "  incorrupta  fides  "  of  the 
man  and  the  statesman  never  deserted  him.  It  was 
the  pole-star  of  his  life,  and,  like  the  "  in  hoc  vmces  " 
of  Constantine,  always  flamed  on  the  sky  before  him. 

Governor  Da^is  was  a  man  of  large  reading,  and  of 
wide  and  minute  observation.  His  knowledge  was 
extensive  and  various.  It  was  difficult  to  suggest  a 
subject  on  which  something  could  not  be  learned 
from  him.  He  had  devoted  much  time  to  the  reading 
of  history,  both  ancient  and  modern ;  and  few  persons 
were  so  thoroughly  instructed  in  the  details  of  our 
own  colonial  and  national  history.  In  the  later  years 
of  his  life,  he  resumed  the  reading  of  ancient  classic 
authors,  among  whom  Caesar,  Tacitus,  and  Livy  ac- 
corded best  with  his  tastes. 

In  conversation  he  possessed  remarkable  power. 
Few  men  equalled  him  as  a  talker.  His  resources 
seemed  to  be  never-failing.  It  was  delightful  to  listen 
to  him,  as  he  sat  in  his  otvti  house,  surrounded  by  his 
friends,  pouring  forth  instruction  by  the  hour,  from 
lips  that  never  tired,  and  from  a  mind  never  exhausted 
of  its  treasures,  upon  themes  of  the  most  varied  cha- 
racter, social,  political,  historical,  moral,  —  rising  from 
those  of  ordinary  interest,  up  to  those  which  deal 
with  the  highest  questions  of  human  life  and  human 
destiny.  Had  Governor  Da\is's  lot  been  cast  in  a  dif- 
ferent sphere,  had  he  occupied  the  chau-  of  history  or 
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moral  philosophy  in  a  university,  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  he  would  have  achieved  a  fame  as  honor- 
able, if  not  as  distinguished,  as  that  which  crowned 
his  political  career. 

Though  deeply  engrossed  with  the  cares  and  duties 
of  political  station,  he  yet  found  time  to  interest  him- 
self in  those  benevolent  enterprises  which  have  for 
their  object  the  improvement  of  the  world  in  civiliza- 
tion, in  morals,  and  religion.  In  the  proceedings  of 
the  American  Bible  Society  he  felt  a  warm  interest, 
and  consented  for  a  number  of  years  to  act  as  the 
President  of  the  Worcester  County  Auxiliary  Bible 
Society,  in  which  capacity  he  afforded  efficient  aid  to 
the  parent  association.  Penetrated  himself  with  a 
conviction  of  the  inspiration  of  the  Scriptures,  and  of 
the  truth  of  the  great  and  beneficent  doctrines  of  the 
Christian  religion,  he  regarded  their  circulation,  in 
every  tongue  and  in  every  land,  as  the  means  of  the 
moral  elevation,  and  the  general  and  permanent  civili- 
zation of  the  human  race. 

Of  the  interest  which  he  felt  in  this  institution,  and 
the  attention  which  he  devoted .  to  its  concerns,  the 
reports  of  the  council  from  year  to  year  will  testify. 
As  its  friend  and  constant  benefactor,  he  bestowed 
upon  it  many  and  valuable  favors ;  and,  as  its  Presi- 
dent, he  conferred  upon  it  honor,  and  devoted  to  it 
the  last  services  of  his  life. 

But  it  is  time  to  bring  this  notice  to  a  close. 
Again  we  are  reminded  by  this  event  of  the  fearful 
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havoc  which  death  has  made  among  us  within  the  last 
three  years,  — 

"  The  great  are  falling  from  us ;  " 

Calhoun,  Clay,  Webster,  —  all  within  so  short  a  space, 
that,  as  each  departed,  he  seems  to  have  been  calling 
to  the  next  to  follow  hun.  And  now  Davis  has 
joined  them,  may  we  not  believe,  to  unite  with  their 
spuits  in  that  higher  council,  around  the  throne  of 
the  Most  High. 

For  the  Council, 

THOS.  KINNICUTT. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


The  list  of  accessions,  since  the  23d  of  October  last, 
shows  an  increase  of  one  hundred  and  forty-three 
volumes  of  books,  and  five  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
pamphlets. 

Most  of  these  are  donations:  some,  however,  are 
the  result  of  exchanges  or  of  direct  purchase.  They 
have  been  received  from  the  sources  designated  in  the 
list  that  accompanies  this  report. 

The  largest  donation,  in  point  of  numbers,  is  that 
of  F.  W.  Paine,  Esq.,  consisting  of  twenty-nine  vo- 
lumes and  three  hundred  and  ten  pamphlets ;  besides 
some  files  of  illustrated  papers,  and  some  engravings 
of  sketches  by  Michael  Angelo. 

The  largest  in  quantity  is  the  accumulation  of 
unbound  newspapers  from  Hon.  John  Davis,  who  has 
also  contributed  to  other  classes  of  additions. 

A  series  of  valuable  files  of  the  Boston  Advertiser, 
from  Hon.  Nathan  Hale,  with  a  copy  of  his  map  of 
New  England,  should  also  be  mentioned  in  this  con- 
nection. 
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Among  the  more  curious  donations  are  two  volumes, 
elephant  folio,  of  views  of  places,  edifices,  and  scenery 
in  Savoy,  published  in  1682,  from  George  Brinley, 
Esq.,  of  Hartford ;  and  a  gift  from  John  C.  B.  Davis, 
Esq.,  of  New  York,  consisting  of  Opera  Omnia  of 
Virgil,  prmted  at  Venice  by  Bartolomaeus,  in  1486,  in 
fine  condition,  from  the  library  of  the  late  Duke  of 
Sussex;  two  volumes  of  Boissard's  Rome,  with  De 
Bry's  cuts ;  Woolrych's  Life  of  Lord  Coke,  with  an 
original  warrant  signed  by  Coke  as  Attorney-General ; 
and  one  of  the  tliirty  presentation  copies  of  Lord 
Brougham's  speech  on  Law  Reform,  sent  by  the 
author,  with  his  autograph,  to  the  Earl  of  Rosslyn. 

A  set  of  Kippis's  edition  of  the  Biographia  Britan- 
nica,  in  five  volumes,  folio,  was  presented  by  Hon. 
Thomas  Kinnicutt. 

Most  of  the  Council  have  had  an  opportunity  to 
examine  the  various  donations  and  other  accessions, 
as  they  have  been  laid  before  them  from  time  to  time. 
A  detailed  enumeration  of  all  these  would  occupy  too 
much  space  in  a  report,  as  it  would  form  a  consider- 
able catalogue  of  titles  m  itself. 

Much  disappointment  has  been  experienced  by  the 
non-arrival  of  certam  cases  of  books,  ordered  in  Lon- 
don, by  Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury,  for  this  Society. 

According  to  a  notice  from  Mr.  Henry  Stevens, 
through  whose  agency  the  purchases  were  to  be  made, 
a  large  case  of  valuable  works  should  have  been  for- 
warded in  September  last.      No  advices  have  since 
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been  received ;  and  it  is  inferred  that  the  case  alluded 
to,  and  others  whose  subsequent  arrival  was  antici- 
pated, have  been  for  some  reason  detained. 

As  the  books  to  be  collected  by  Mr.  Stephens  were 
mainly  of  a  specific  character,  belonging  to  a  depart- 
ment of  the  library  in  which  Mr.  Salisbury  has  taken 
a  particular  interest,  it  is  possible  that  some  difficulty 
has  been  experienced  in  filling  his  orders. 

In  a  library  like  that  of  this  Society,  whose  object 
is  not  a  popular  one,  at  least  in  its  primary  purpose, 
but  rather  to  aid  m  the  prosecution  of  particular 
researches,  it  is  important  that  classes  of  subjects 
should  be  rendered  as  complete  as  possible ;  and  the 
classes  most  imperatively  demanding  an  effort  to  that 
end  are  those  which  would  naturally  be  sought  for  m 
an  antiquarian  institution. 

Historical  publications  of  a  local  nature  belong  to  a 
class  which  it  is  exceedingly  desii'able  to  perfect.  As 
the  circulation  of  such  works  is  apt  to  be  confined 
to  the  neighborhood  where  alone  they  are  supposed 
to  be  of  interest,  they  are  not  to  be  foimd  in  any 
particular  market,  and  must  of  necessity  be  gathered 
incidentally,  as  opportunities  occur. 

Legislative  documents,  and  political  and  statistical 
pamphlets,  are  much  requked  in  a  library  of  reference 
for  historical  purposes. 

There  is  also  a  class  of  publications  peculiarly 
apposite  to  the  collections  of  a  Society  calling  itself 
Antiquarian,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  Council  is 
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requested,  as  worthy  of  exciting  some  special  exertions 
in  its  behalf.  The  works  referred  to  are  those  that 
treat  of  the  origin  of  population  in  this  country.  A 
fruitful  theme  for  speculation  during  the  two  centuries 
succeeding  the  discovery  by  Columbus,  it  has  not  yet 
ceased  to  employ  ingenious  minds  in  the  effort  to 
detect,  and  arrange  into  plausible  h}^otheses,  the 
traces  of  a  knowledge  of  this  continent  by  the  an- 
cients. 

Such  theories  have  fallen  into  some  disrepute  of 
late  years,  in  consequence  of  the  absurdities  those 
who  adopted  them  were  often  led  into  by  attempting 
to  prove  too  much,  and  also^by  the  manner  in  which 
facts  were  warped  and  colored  for  their  support.  We 
have  had  experience  that  the  character  of  the  aborigi- 
nal remains  at  the  West  has  been  often  misconceived 
and  misrepresented,  in  the  endeavor  to  account  for 
them  by  the  supposition  that  they  were  the  work  of 
an  offshoot  from  some  European  or  Asiatic  nation, 
more  or  less  ci^dlized.  Even  the  coolest  and  keenest 
observers  have  been  misled  by  superficial  resemblances, 
which  they  had  no  opportunity  of  testing  by  careful 
investigation.  The  first  volume  of  the  transactions  of 
this  Society  contains  many  suggestions  that  are  now 
justly  regarded  as,  crude  and  indefensible.  De  Witt 
Clinton  expressed  his  belief  that  the  old  forts  in  New 
York  were  of  a  Danish  character,  founded  probably 
on  the  opinion  then  prevalent,  but  now  considered 
erroneous,  that  the  similar  enclosures  in  Great  Britain 
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were  made  by  the  Danes.  Whereupon  the  learned 
Dr.  Mitchell  exclaims  (in  a  communication  to  this 
Society),  —  "  In  the  tTvinkling  of  an  eye,  I  was  pene- 
trated by  the  justness  of  his  remark.  An  additional 
window  of  light  was  suddenly  opened  to  me.  I  could 
follow  the  European  emigrants,  during  the  horrible 
commotions  of  the  ninth  and  tenth  centuries,  to  Ice- 
land. I  thought  I  could  trace  the  people  of  Scandi- 
navia to  the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  Madoc, 
Prince  of  "Wales,  and  his  Cambrian  followers,  appeared 
to  my  recollection  among  these  bands  of  adventurers, 
&c."  It  has  since  been  well  ascertained  that  the  works 
referred  to  by  Clinton  were  constructed  by  the  natives, 
some  of  them  possessmg  no  great  antiquity. 

The  earlier  discussions  respecting  those  remains  in 
this  country,  the  mystery  of  whose  origin  and  use  has 
not  yet  been  fully  elucidated,  are  marked  throughout 
by  similar  hasty  conclusions,  drawn  from  apparent 
analogies,  and  lapsing  into  what  to  us  seem  as  wild 
and  visionary  lucubrations.  There  is  hardly  a  nation 
or  race  of  the  old  world  to  which  some  of  our  abori- 
ginal relics  have  not  been  attributed. 

The  study  and  comparison  of  native  languages,  more 
especially  the  labors  of  Mr.  Gallatin  in  that  field  of 
inquiry,  —  and  the  physiological  investigations  of  Dr. 
Morton,  sustained  by  Agassiz  and  other  men  of 
science,  —  added  to  a  more  accurate  survey  of  the 
vestiges  of  ancient  population,  have  given  a  new  duec- 
tion  to  public  opinion.     The  sentiment  is  begmning 
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to  prevail,  that  the  inhabitants  of  both  American  con- 
tinents, the  Esquimaux  excepted,  are  of  one  original 
race,  of  great  antiquity,  and  not  materially  affected,  if 
at  all,  by  foreign  admixture.  This  view  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  belief  of  those  who  doubt  the  unity  of 
mankind,  and  receive  the  doctrine  of  distinct  creations 
of  varieties  adapted  to  different  regions  and  climates, 
or  possessing  fundamental  characteristics  peculiar  to 
themselves.  It  is  not,  however,  necessarily  inconsist- 
ent with  the  theory  of  a  common  parentage,  and  only 
carries  back  the  introduction  of  human  life  upon  our 
soil  to  a  remoter  period. 

But,  although  the  whole  aspect  of  the  question  is 
essentiallv  modified  bv  these  conclusions,  the  facts  on 
which  former  discussions  were  based  remain  undis- 
posed of.  The  possibility,  the  probability,  and  the 
actuality,  of  intercourse  with  the  Eastern  world,  before 
the  ocean  was  crossed  by  Columbus,  continue  to  be, 
and  are  likely  to  continue,  important  topics  of  argu- 
ment and  research. 

When  we  consider  how  much  has  already  been 
written  on  the  subject,  we  may  well  imagine  that  the 
materials  of  discussion,  and  the  modes  of  presenting 
them  in  various  processes  of  reasoning,  have  been 
exhausted.  But  opinions  are  always  liable  to  be 
reproduced  under  new  lights,  if  not  in  new  forms ; 
and  modem  discoveries  do  not  always  refute,  but  some- 
times strengthen  and  illustrate,  ancient  assertions  or 
hj^otheses.     Even  those  who  maintain  the  unity  and 
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independent  origin  of  the  American  race  admit,  that 
European    and  Asiatic  vessels   may   sometimes  have 
been  driven  by  storms  or  borne  by  ocean-currents  to 
these  shores.     The  wreck  of  a  Japanese  junk  on  the 
coast  of  Oregon,  in  1833,  is  a  well-known  instance 
of  such  an  occurrence.     There  is  also  a  tendency  to  a 
higher  estimate  of  the  maritune  capacity,  enterprise, 
and  knowledge  of  the  earth,  of  early  ages,  than  has 
generally  prevailed.      The  prophecy  of  Seneca,  that 
the    ocean   would   ultimately  relax   its   bounds,   and 
disclose    a   new   continent,   may   be    regarded    as    a 
natural   suggestion   of    a   poet's   fancy,    rather   than 
a  wandering  beam  of  traditionary  light,  accidentally 
caught  and  transmitted.     The  notion  that  America  is 
the  continent  vaguely  described  as  lymg  beyond  the 
Atlantis  of  Plato,  and  the  supposition  that  Mexico  is 
the  Ophir  to  which  the  Tyrian  ships  employed  by 
Solomon  sailed  in  their  three  years'  voyage,  may  not 
be  thought  entitled  to  serious  consideration.     But  the 
stories  derived  from  the  lore  of  the  Egyptian  priest- 
hood, and  referred  to  by  Herodotus,  Plato,  Pliny,  &c., 
are   not   always   to   be   regarded   as    only  myths  or 
fables.     Nor  are  the  accounts  of  the  old  geographers 
and  voyagers,    of   distant   and   marvellous   maritime 
expeditions,  to   be    summarily  dismissed  as   fictions, 
unless  a  more  rigid  incredulity  than  the  learnuig  and 
experience    of  our   great    cosmopolitan    philosopher, 
Humboldt,  sanctions,  is  deemed  proper.  "^  Contrary  to 
the  opinion  of  various  distinguished  writers  on  the 
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geography  of  the  ancients,  who  are  quoted  in  the 
appendix  to  Irving's  Life  of  Cohimhus,  Humboldt 
expresses  his  belief  that  the  Carthaginians  sailed 
around  Africa.  Moreover  he  says,  "  The  many  indi- 
cations that  have  come  down  to  us  from  antiquity, 
and  a  careful  consideration  of  the  relations  of  geogra- 
phical proximity  to  ancient  undoubted  settlements  on 
the  African  shore,  lead  me  to  believe  that  the  Canary 
Islands  were  known  to  the  Phoenicians,  Carthagi- 
nians, Greeks,  and  Romans,  perhaps  even  to  the  Etrus- 
cans." A  similar  liberality  of  criticism  might,  without 
any  great  stretch  of  probabilities,  extend  their  know- 
ledge to  the  Cape  Verd's,  which  others  suppose  them 
to  have  visited ;  and,  from  our  acquaintance  with  the 
courses  of  ^vinds  and  currents,  it  would  seem  very 
likely  to  happen,  that  vessels  should  sometimes  be 
driven  across  the  space  intervening  between  those 
localities  and  the  American  continent.  It  was  thus 
that  Brazil  was  accidentally  discovered  by  Cabrera,  in 
1500,  on  a  voyage  from  Portugal  to  the  East  Indies, 
around  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

If,  after  the  unsuccessful  efforts  of  Paleigh  to  effect 
a  settlement  in  Carolina,  and  the  annihilation  of  his 
little  colony,  a  long  interval  of  time  had  elapsed  with- 
out subsequent  communication,  it  is  by  no  means  cer- 
tain that  any  vestiges  of  that  enterprise  would  exist 
here  ;  and,  at  an  early  period  of  the  world,  its  history, 
if  preserved,  would  have  been  obscure  and  mythical. 
If  transmitted  in  the  traditions  of  the  aborigines,  the 
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account  might  have  been  as  vague  and  unsatisfactory 
as  any  that  have  been  received  from  a  similar  source 
concerning  the  arrival  of  strangers  in  the  uncertain 
times  of  their  ancestors. 

The  ante-Columbian  expedition  of  the  Welsh  under 
Madoc,  and  the  narrative  of  the  Zeni,  derived  from 
the  Frizeland  fisherman,  and  their  voyage  in  search  of 
the  land  described  by  him,  are  still  mooted  questions ; 
while  the  Scandinavian  claims  to  discovery  are  consi- 
dered to  be  sustained  by  authentic  documents.  Yet  it 
remains  to  be  deteiTuined  how  far  doTvn  the  shores  of 
the  United  States  the  Northmen  explored,  as  well  as 
to  ascertain  the  position  and  duration  of  theu"'  settle- 
ments. 

The  actual  fact  of  their  voyages  to  America  is  ad- 
mitted to  stand  on  historical  ground,  and  to  be  con- 
firmed by  internal  evidence  in  the  records  themselves, 
although  the  existence  here  of  monuments  of  their 
residence  is  by  no  means  uncontroverted.  But  there 
is  a  circumstance,  pregnant  with  suggestions  for  specu- 
lation, connected  with  these  narratives,  and  partaking 
somewhat  of  their  claims  to  authenticity.  According 
to  the  testimony  of  the  Sagas,  the  Skrelinger,  or 
Esquimaux,  related  to  the  Northmen  settled  in  Vin- 
land,  that,  further  southward,  beyond  the  Chesapeake 
Bay,  there  dwelt  white  men,  who  clothed  themselves 
in  long  white  garments,  carried  poles  before  them  to 
which  cloths  were  attached,  and  called  with  a  loud 
voice;    which  was  interpreted  by  the   Northmen   to 
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indicate  processions,  in  which  banners  were  borne, 
accompanied  by  singing.  In  the  oldest  Sagas,  the 
southern  coasts,  between  Virginia  and  Florida,  are 
desioTiated  as  the  Land  of  the  Whiteman.  Thev  are 
called  "  Irland  it  mikler  "  (Great  Ireland),  and  it  is 
maintained  that  they  were  peopled  by  the  Irish.  It 
is  even  stated,  that,  before  Leif  discovered  Vinland, 
and  probably  about  the  year  982,  an  Icelandic  chief, 
named  Ari  Marsson,  was  driven  by  storms,  in  a  voyage 
from  Iceland,  to  the  "  Land  of  the  Whiteman,"  and 
there  baptized  in  the  Christian  faith;  and,  bemg 
detained,  was  afterwards  recognized  by  men  from  the 
Orkneys  and  Iceland. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  mention  the  numerous  stories 
that  have  been  told  of  Celtic  words  and  phrases  de- 
tected among  some  tribes  of  Indians,  and  of  Hebrew 
customs,  idioms,  and  expressions,  that  have  been  so 
much  dwelt  upon  in  times  past.  The  probability  that 
the  lost  tribes  of  Israel  fomid  refuge  in  America  has 
been  more  elaborately  argued  by  the  learned  of  former 
times,  and  more  generally  credited  in  this  countiy, 
than  any  other  h}'pothesis  of  the  origin  of  its  inhabi- 
tants. Receiving  an  impulse,  of  a  character  almost 
official,  from  the  treatise  of  the  celebrated  Rabbi  Ben 
Israel  in  1650,  it  became  a  favorite  idea  with  May- 
hew,  EKot,  the  Mathers,  and  other  missionaries  and 
scholars  of  their  times ;  and,  at  a  later  period,  has  been 
maintained  with  undoubting  faith,   and  great  labor 
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and  ingenuity,  by  Adair,  Boudinot,  Ethan  Smith, 
Mordecai  Manasseh  Xoah,  Mrs.  St.  Simon,  &c.  &c. 

The  repetition  of  ancient  theories  by  modem  wiiters 
is  a  circumstance  not  to  be  disregarded  by  archseolo- 
gists,  however  unsound  the  theories  themselves  may 
seem  to  be.  In  a  pompous  but  not  unlearned  work, 
published  in  1843  by  George  Jones,  RS.I.:  M.S.V.  &c., 
and  dedicated,  by  permission,  to  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  the  colonization  of  this  country  by  the 
Tyrians  is  maintained,  and  the  old  notion  of  the  migra- 
tion of  St.  Thomas  is  re-asserted.  In  the  work  on 
PeruAT.an  antiquities  by  Rivero  and  Yon  Tschudi, 
recently  translated  by  Dr.  Hawks,  not  only  is  the 
Scandinavian  tale  of  white  men  (Irish)  established  in 
the  Carolinas,  and  perhaps  in  Florida,  who  had  horses, 
admitted  as  a  certainty^  but  various  of  the  more  anti- 
quated speculations,  connecting  the  old  world  with 
the  new,  are  noticed  as  entitled  to  confidence;  and 
the  translator  states  that  the  hypothesis  of  a  Phoeni- 
cian origin  for  that  body  of  settlers  who  peopled 
Guatemala  and  the  adjacent  regions,  ingeniously  and 
learnedly  supported  by  De  Laet,  has,  within  the  last 
two  or  three  years,  been  invested  with  fresh  interest 
by  the  new  discoveries  of  the  Abbe  de  Bourboui'g, 
whose  work  is  said  to  be  in  the  press  in  Paris. 

There  are  at  least  three  inscribed  stones  found  in 
our  own  territories,  w^hich  learned  men  have  pro- 
nounced to  contain  alphabetical  characters.  That 
which    first    attracted    attention,    the   Dighton   rock. 
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has  of  late  been  deprived  of  a  portion  of  its  mystery 
by  comparison  with  analogous  sculptures  known  to 
be  the  work  of  the  aborigines.  Yet  Mr.  Schoolcraft 
is  disposed  to  believe,  that  Runic  letters  occupy  the 
centre  of  the  figures,  around  which  the  natives  have 
drawn  their  oa\ti  symbols.  Another  stone  is  mentioned 
by  Kalm,  the  Swedish  traveller,  as  discovered,  some 
years  previous  to  his  visit  to  Canada  in  1749,  by 
Verandrier,  about  nme  hundred  French  miles  west 
of  Montreal.  It  was  a  French  foot  in  length,  and 
four  or  five  inches  broad,  found  fixed  in  a  large  stone 
or  pillar,  and  covered  on  both  sides  with  characters, 
which  the  Jesuit  priests  declared  to  be  identical  in 
form  with  those  contained  in  books  as  copied  from 
Tartarian  monuments.  He  says  it  was  sent  to  France, 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Count  de  Maurepas,  and 
was  supposed  to  be  preserved  in  his  collections.  It 
would  be  a  point  of  interest  to  determine  whether  the 
stone  is  still  in  existence.  The  third  is  the  much- 
controverted  inscription  said  to  have  been  among  the 
remains  excavated  from  the  great  moimd  at  Grave 
Creek.  This  was  submitted  to  Jomard,  the  French 
antiquary,  who  communicated  a  paper  respecting  it 
to  the  Geographical  Society  of  Paris,  and  decided  that 
the  characters  resembled  those  of  the  Lybian  monu- 
ments on  the  Mediterranean  coast  of  Africa. 

The  purpose  of  these  allusions  to  some  of  the  modes 
in  which  it  is  claimed  that  America  was,'  or  may 
have  been,  visited  at  remote  dates,  and  the  evidence 


40 


of  such  visits  by  different  people,  is  to  show  that 
the  question  is  still  an  open  one,  fertile  in  the  ele- 
ments of  controversy,  and  one  that  this  Society  may 
be  expected  at  some  time  to  make  the  subject  of  seri- 
ous consideration  and  deliberate  judgment.  Whether 
Egyptians,  Carthaginians,  Tyrians,  Greeks,  Romans, 
Ethiopians,  Etruscans,  Canaanites,  Jews,  Chinese,  Tar- 
tars, Huns,  Welsh,  Irish,  Scandinavians,  &c.,  any,  or 
all  of  them,  found  their  way  hither,  by  chance  or  de- 
sign, is  at  any  rate  an  inquiry  upon  which  has  been 
expended  a  great  amount  of  learning  and  ability, 
worthy  to  be  collected  and  preserved. 

However  barren  of  trustworthy  indications  our 
Eastern  shores  have  proved,  the  Western  coasts  of  this 
continent  are  yet  comparatively  unexplored.  What 
traces  of  foreign  occupancy  may  be  developed  there, 
remains  to  be  seen.  The  native  traditions  of  all  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  and  the  Mexican  manuscripts, 
are  supposed  to  point  uncontrovertibly  to  an  emigra- 
tion from  the  North-west ;  and,  if  an  Asiatic  origin 
for  the  entire  population  of  the  country  be  opposed 
by  philological  and  physiological  facts,  as  not  pos- 
sible withm  any  period  admitting  the  existence  of 
evidence,  we  know  not  how  many  cases  have  occurred, 
like  that  of  the  Japanese  vessel  in  1833,  in  which 
accidental  and  mvoluntary  emigration  has  taken 
place  from  the  mainland  or  islands  of  Asia.  These 
may  have  resulted  in  temporary  residence,  succeeded 
by  extermination  from  the  savage  inhabitants;   and 
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they  may  have  planted  the  seeds  of  semi-civilization, 
traceable,  through  the  regions  west  of  the  Rocky 
Moimtams,  to  its  cidniination  in  Mexico  and  Peru. 

The  facilities  of  access  from  Asia  are  certainly 
greater  than  those  from  Eiu'ope.  The  same  winds 
that  bore  the  Japanese  junk  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Columbia  River  could  have  carried  thither  the  fleet 
of  Kublai  Khan,  described  by  Marco  Paulo  as  having 
disappeared  in  a  mysterious  manner  on  a  voyage  of 
conquest  against  Japan,  and  believed  by  many  writers 
to  have  been  driven  to  this  continent. 

It  is  curious  to  note  in  what  various  connections 
the  old  theories  of  emigration  are  revived.  In  "  Lares 
and  Penates,  or  Cilicia  and  its  Governors,"  by  Wil- 
liam Buckhardt  Barker,  printed  last  year,  is  an  account 
of  ancient  sculptured  and  terra-cotta  images,  disin- 
terred in  that  country,  whose  profiles  are  identical 
with  those  strange  human  outlines  on  the  monuments 
and  edifices  of  Central  America.  The  hypothesis  is 
immediately  started  that  they  are  faithful  and  correct 
likenesses  of  the  Huns,  not  the  progenitors  of  the 
modem  Hungarians,  but  the  ugly  race  whose  inhuman 
faces  and  horse-like  heads  so  terrified  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Southern  coimtries ;  one  division  of  whose 
tribes  went  westward,  sweeping  all  before  it,  as  far  as 
China,  and  against  whose  intrusions  the  great  wall  of 
that  kingdom  was  built.  Thence  they  are  supposed 
to  have  crossed  to  America,  and  to  have  left  their  por- 
traits on  monuments  here. 
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Thus  the  old  subject  of  ante-Cohunbian  communi- 
cation with  this  contment  may  be  said  still  to  lie  on 
the  table  before  the  scientific  world,  liable  to  be  called 
up  at  any  time  for  renewed  discussion.  As  the  great 
seats  of  primitive  archfeology,  from  the  Mediterranean 
to  the  Pacific,  are  laid  open  to  investigation,  a  con- 
summation to  which  events  seem  rapidly  tending, 
and  as  the  regions  bordering  upon  our  side  of  the 
Western  Ocean  are  explored,  a  result  whose  fulfil- 
ment is  not  less  speedily  promised,  —  the  question  of 
early  intercourse  may  assume  an  aspect  of  increased 
interest  and  more  positive  certainty. 

It  would  be  pleasant  to  be  able  to  say  to  inquirers 
who  visit  our  library  for  that  kind  of  information,  that 
we  possess  the  most  important  w^orks  in  which  such 
researches  have  been  embodied.  The  object  is  a  defi- 
nite one,  whose  limits  are  susceptible  of  distinct  com- 
prehension ;  and  its  accomplishment  would  involve  no 
formidable  amount  of  labor  or  expense.  The  books 
themselves,  antiquated  as  many  of  them  are,  can 
hardly  yet  be  classed  among  costly  rarities ;  and  it  is 
probable  that  members  of  the  Society,  having  their 
attention  directed  to  the  matter,  would  find  them- 
selves able  to  contribute  materials  easily  spared  from 
their  own  libraries,  or  to  point  out  other  available 
sources  of  supply.  Our  collections  are  already  by  no 
means  scanty  in  this  particular,  and  the  deficiencies 
are  to  be  regarded  rather  as  gaps  to  be  filled  than  as 
absolute   vacancies.      Amid   the    efforts    everywhere 


.3 


making,  with  liberal  resources,  for  the  establishment 
and  growth  of  general  libraries,  it  is  by  means  of  such 
perfected  specialities  only  that  our  o^^^l  can  be  expected 
to  mamtain  either  distinction  or  promment  utility ; 
and  no  speciality  can  present  more  forcible  claims  to 
the  consideration  of  this  institution  than  that  which 
has  been  suggested. 

It  was  at  the  moment  of  concluding  this  report  that 
the  sad  intelligence  was  received  of  the  sudden  death 
of  our  President.  It  happens  that  the  principal  sub- 
ject here  considered  was  one  in  which  he  felt  a  more 
than  orduiary  interest. 

If  his  public  occupations  left  him  little  leisure  for 
researches  that  woidd  be  termed  antiquarian  in  a  tech- 
nical sense,  he  found  time  to  indulge  a  decided  taste 
for  ethnological  and  geographical  studies.  His  minute 
observation  and  accui-ate  memory  of  localities,  were 
prominent  among  his  intellectual  traits ;  and  the  pecu- 
liar characteristics  of  a  region  of  country,  and  of  its 
inhabitants,  were  -vividly  impressed  on  his  mind.  He 
took  great  pleasure  in  collecting  for  our  library  the 
topographical  and  geological  reports,  the  maps,  charts, 
and  surveys,  and  the  narratives  of  exploring  expedi- 
tions, rendered  to  Congress.  His  remarks  in  private 
conversation  cvdnced  how  carefully  he  was  accustomed 
to  examine  these,  not  only  as  a  statesman,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  economical  resources  of  the  country,  but 
in  regard  to  their  bearing  upon  the  objects  of  anti- 
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quarian  and  ethnological  science.  His  strong  powers 
of  analysis  and  discrimination  enabled  him  to  deduce 
sound  and  practical  conclusions  from  any  array  of 
facts;  and  those  of  an  historical  nature,  relating  to 
remote  and  uncertain  periods  of  time,  when  brought 
to  his  notice,  were  sure  to  receive  a  sagacious  inter- 
pretation. 

It  may  be  permitted  to  record  here  the  testi- 
mony of  your  Librarian  to  the  fact,  that,  in  the 
now  considerable  period  during  which  he  has  him- 
self been  connected  with  this  Institution,  Governor 
Davis  has  always  been  an  unostentatious  but  efficient 
promoter  of  its  purposes  and  mterests,  quietly  making 
himself  acquainted  with  its  wants,  watching  over  its 
proceedings,  and  contributing  to  its  progress.  A  pri- 
vate expression  of  sorrow  may  also  be  indulged 
for  the  loss  of  an  instructive  adviser  and  cordial 
friend. 

S.  F.  HAVEN,  Librarian. 
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The  Editors  of  Hunt's  Merchants'  Magazine. 
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*^^  It  is  not  unfrequently  the  case  that  the  donors  of  useful 
pamphlets,  catalogues,  &c.,  are  unknown. 
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PROCEEDIXOS. 


SEMI-ANNUAL   MEETING,   APRIL  26,  1854. 

AT   TBE 

ROOMS   OF   TUE    AMEKICAX    ACADEMY    OF   AKTa   AND   SCrKN'C^. 

IN    BOSTON. 


At  the  request  of  Rev.  Dr.  Jenks,  first  Vice-l'rcsidciii, 
Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury,  second  Vice-President,  took 
the  chaii*. 

The  records  of  the  last  meeting  were  read.  The 
Export  of  the  Council  to  the  Society  was  read,  with 
the  Reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Librarian. 

Voted,  That  the  Report  of  the  Council  be  accepted,  .ind 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication,  with  a  request  that 
they  publish  such  parts  thereof,  and  in  such  manner,  as  they 
may  think  proper,  with  the  Report  of  the  Librarinn. 

Hon.  Abbott  Lawrence  rose  to  request  tlie  privi- 
lege of'defrajing  the  expense  of  tlieir  jiublication. 

Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  rendered  to  Mr. 
Lawrence,  and  that  his  kind  offer  be  accepted. 
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Voted  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  officers  of  the  Society 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

Foted  to  appoint  by  the  Chair  a  Committee  of  Nomina- 
tion. The  Chair  appointed  Dr.  Nathaniel  B.  Shurtleff,  Hon. 
Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  and  Samuel  F.  Haven,  Esq^.,  who  re- 
ported, after  consultation,  the  following  list  of  officers  :  — 

President. 

HON.  STEPHEN  SALISBURY Worcester. 

Vice-Presidents. 

REV.  WILLIAM  JENKS,  D.D Boston. 

HON.  LEVI  LINCOLN,  LL.D Worcester. 

Council. 

HIS  EXCELLENCY  EMORY  WASHBURN,  LL.D Worcester. 

JOHN  GREEN,  M.D Worcester. 

HON.  ISAAC  DAVIS,  LL.D Worcester. 

GEORGE  LIVERMORE,  ESQ Cambridge. 

NATHANIEL  B.  SHURTLEFF,  M.D Boston. 

CHARLES  FOLSOM,  ESQ Cambridge. 

HON.  IRA  M.  BARTON Worcester. 

HON.  THOMAS  KINNICUTT Worcester. 

HON.  PLINY  MERRICK,  L.L.D Worcester. 

HON.  JOHN  P.  BIGELOW Boston. 

Secretary  of  Foreign  Correspondence. 
JARED  SPARKS,  LL.D Cambridge. 

Secretary  of  Domestic  Correspondence. 
HON.  BENJAMIN  F.  THOMAS,  LL.D. Worcester. 

Recording  Secretary. 
REV.  EDWARD  E.  HALE Worcester. 

Treastirer. 
SAMUEL  JENNISON,  ESQ Worcester. 

Committee  of  Publication. 

SAMUEL  F.  HAVEN,  ESQ Worcester. 

REV.  EDWARD  E.  HALE Worcester. 

GEORGE  LIVERMORE,  ESQ ,    •     •     •     ■  Cambridge. 
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The  Society  proceeded  to  ballot  for  officers,  and  all 
the  persons  here  named  were  unanimously  elected. 

Hon.  Rejoice  Newton  had  intimated  his  wish  to 
retire  from  the  post  of  Recording  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  Ira  M.  Barton,  the  thanks 
of  the  Society  were  presented  to  him  for  his  long 
contmued  services,  of  which  the  Society  has  had 
the  benefit  for  a  period  as  extended  as  thirty-nine 
years. 

Voted  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  members ;  — 

IIoN.  Nathan  Appleton Boston, 

Hon.  Oliver  B.  Morris Springfield, 

Prof.  Cornelius  C.  Felton Cambridge, 

having  been  nominated  in  the  Council,  and  by  the 
Council  recommended  to  the  Society,  were  unani- 
mously elected. 

Voted  to  dissolve  the  meeting. 

Attest,  EDWARD  E.  HALE, 

Recording  Secretary. 


merce  and  navigation  of  the  country,  owe  him  a  debt 
which  could  not  easily  have  been  paid,  had  he  lived ; 
and  which  now,  alas  !  can  only  be  the  subject  of  empty 
and  formal  recognition. 

Above  all,  sir,  he  was  a  just  and  virtuous  man, 
whose  daily  life  was  without  spot  or  blemish,  and 
whose  example  may  be  commended,  without  qualifi- 
cation, to  the  imitation  of  both  young  and  old.  As 
such,  his  name  belongs  to  the  treasures  of  our  State 
and  nation,  and  his  memory  can  never  fail  to  be  che- 
rished by  all  who  appreciate  the  value  of  virtuous  and 
Christian  statesmen. 

I  ought  to  apologize,  Mr.  Vice-President,  for  having 
added  a  syllable  to  the  able  and  admirable  tributes  to 
which  we  have  just  listened,  in  the  Reports  of  my 
friend  Judge  Kinnicutt,  and  of  our  devoted  Librarian ; 
and  I  will  only  trespass  further  upon  yoiK  time  by 

submitting  the  following  resolutions  :  — 

Resolved,  That  we  have  learned  with  unfeigned  sensibility 
and  sorrow  the  sudden  death  of  our  distinguished  and  excel- 
lent President,  and  that  this  Society  will  ever  cherish  his 
memory  with  the  warmest  regard  and  respect.     - 

Resolved,  That  the  President's  chah,  in  the  Society's  hall 
at  Worcester,  be  shrouded  with  black  until  the  next  annual 
meeting ;  and  that  the  Council  be  requested  to  take  measures 
for  adding  a  portrait  of  Governor  Davis  to  the  Society's 
gallery. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to 
the  Council  for  the  admirable  memoir  of  our  lamented  Presi- 
dent which  they  have  presented  in  theh  Peport,  and  that 
they  be  instructed  to  prepare  it  for  the  press  in  a  form  in 
which  it  may  have  general  circulation. 


Jiesolvcd,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  communicated 
to  the  widow  and  family  of  Governor  Davis,  with  an  assurance 
of  the  sincere  sympathy  of  the  Society  in  their  afflicting 
bereavement. 


The  Houorable  Abbott  Lawrence  arose  to  second 
the  resolutions,  which,  he  said,  would  unquestiona- 
bly receive  an  affii'mative  response  from  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Society.  They  indeed  rcquii'ed  no  advocacy 
from  liim,  or  any  other  person,  to  seciu-e  their  passage ; 
but  he  felt  it  due  to  the  relations  he  had  sustained  to 
the  deceased,  of  a  public  and  private  natiu'e,  that  he 
should  not  permit  the  question  to  be  taken  until  he 
had  tendered  his  hiunble  tiibute  to  exalted  m'tues, 
the  memory  of  which  is  so  dear  to  us  all. 

It  had  been  the  happy  privilege  of  the  speaker  to 
be  associated  with  Governor  Davis  in  bonds  of  social 
intimacy  for  a  long  series  of  years ;  he  had  also  been 
connected  with  him  in  the  care  or  arrangement  of 
many  important  matters  of  general  interest.     He  could 
say  of  Governor  Da^is,  that  no  one  could  be  a  more 
true  and  judicious  friend ;  no  one  more  devoted  to 
the  faithful  discharge  of  delegated  power ;  no  one  in 
whose  bosom  glowed  a  more  pure  or  ardent  patriot- 
ism;  no  one  whose  moral  character  was  more  free 
from  blemish.     Governor  Da^ds  possessed  extraordi- 
nary sagacity,  incorruptible   integrity,  and  industry 
which  never  flinched  in  the  face  of  arduous  labor. 
These  qualities,  backed  by  the  results  of  close  obser- 
vation   of  men.   and   extensive  researches  in  books. 
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the  unseen  and  spiritual.  On  your  own  shelves  may 
be  found,  covered  with  the  rust  of  age  and  neglect, 
the  chrysalis  form  of  the  most  recent  vagaries  that 
have  fluttered  before  the  world,  to  improve  or  super- 
sede divine  revelation. 

The  pleasant  accommodations  of  the  new  Hall  have 
been  used  by  more  frequent  visits,  not  only  of  your 
members,  but  of  persons  from  every  walk  of  life,  who 
have  come  to  consult  the  silent  responses  of  your 
Library,  or  to  profit  by  the  courteous  and  ready 
intelligence  of  your  Librarian.  Here,  as  in  time 
past,  professed  scholars,  engaged  in  systematic  re- 
searches, have  met  those  who  turn  aside  for  an  hour 
from  the  productive  thrift  of  material  industry,  to 
gain  a  knowledge  of  the  actual  improvements  and 
capabilities  of  their  own  business,  or  to  enlarge  their 
power  to  influence  the  minds  of  their  fellow-men. 
This  open  freedom  has  always  characterized  the  ad- 
ministration of  this  Society,  and  is  worthy  of  its 
origin,  and  of  the  large  views  of  its  founder,  who 
built  up  his  own  strong  mind  amid  the  labors  of 
mechanic  art,  made  himself  one  of  the  guiding  spirits 
of  his  own  time,  and  gained  an  honored  mfemory,  kept 
fresh  by  perpetual  gratitude  for  this  enduring  provi- 
sion for  the  benefit  of  his  country. 

The  Report  of  the  Librarian,  Samuel  F.  Haven, 
Esq.,  to  the  Council,  is  herewith  presented,  and  need 
not  be  commended  to  the  attention  of^  the  Society. 
The  number  of  the  accessions  to  the  Library  is  large, 


and  many  of  the  books  are  rare  and  much  dcsu'cd  for 
historical  research.  The  descriptive  notices,  given  by 
Mr.  Haven,  set  forth  the  value  of  the  new  acquisi- 
tions, and  contain  important  suggestions  for  increasing 
the  usefulness  of  the  Library.  The  additions  to  the 
Society's  Collection  of  the  Colonial  and  Pro-vincial 
Legislative  Docimients  of  Massachusetts  are  very 
welcome,  as  they  supply  deficiencies  in  a  department 
already  valuable,  which  has  been  kept  in  ^dew  and 
been  enlarged  from  time  to  time;  and  it  is  hoped 
that  recent  arrangements,  chiefly  through  the  efforts 
of  yoiu-  Librarian,  will  soon  render  this  important 
collection  as  perfect  as  any  that  can  exist  at  this 
day. 

The  number  of  the  bound  printed  volumes  in  the 
Library  exceeds  twenty-three  thousand;  and  in  the 
spacious  lower  hall  there  is  a  large  collection  of  im- 
perfectly bound  volumes,  pamphlets,  and  newspapers, 
not  now  in  a  situation  to  be  conveniently  used,  among 
which  there  may  be  found  as  much  value  as  in  the 
best  part  of  the  Library.  The  accumulation  of  this 
mass  has  been  in  part  occasioned  by  the  difficulty 
of  arrangement  in  the  inconvenient  and  crowded 
rooms  of  the  old  building  in  which  it  was  ■  deposited, 
and  by  the  imperfect  state  of  some  works  which  are 
thus  kept  until  they  can  be  made  complete.  Some 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  arrangement  of  this 
collection ;  and  the  early  attention  of  the  Council 
will  be  required  to  put  the  whole  in  order,  and  to 
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cause  the  completed  volumes  to  be  bound,  and  placed 
on  the  shelves  of  the  Library. 

The   incident   of  the   year,  which  most  seriously 
affects  the  interests  of  this  Society,  will  occupy  your 
thoughts  at  this  hour.      The  symbol  of  mourning 
which  hangs  over  the  chair  of  your  presiding  officer, 
and  the  draped  pedestal  of  the  bust  of  Hon.  John 
Davis  in  the  Library,  are  solemn  witnesses  of  the 
affectionate  regard,  the  high  respect,  and  the  sense  of 
loss,  to  w^hich  the  proceedings  of  the  last  semi-annual 
meeting  of  the  Society  gave  such  appropriate  and  elo- 
quent expression.    The  removal  of  your  late  President 
was  a  grief  to  many  good  men,  and  a  privation  to  many 
good  objects ;  and  to  none  is  it  more  truly  a  cause  of 
lamentation  than  to  this  Society  devoted  to  the  further- 
ance of  historic  truth.     He  was  eminently  qualified 
to  preside  over  your  affairs,  not  only  by  his  interest 
in  your  objects  and  researches,  but  more  by  the  pecu- 
liar characteristic  of  his  mind.     For  he  was  one  who 
always  desired  to  look  at  things  as  they  were ;  and 
the  element  of  his  intellectual  strength  and  of  his 
success  in  life  was  not  the  abundance  and  variety  of 
his  mental  resources,  —  though  he  was  w^ell  furnished 
and  equal  to  the  occasions  that  awaited  him,  —  but 
rather  his  evident  search  for  truth,  and  his  plain  and 
persuasive  utterance  of  his  own  convictions. 

In  compliance  with  a  vote  passed  by  the  Society,  at 
its  last  semi-annual  meeting,  a  portrait  of  the  late 
President,  painted  by  Mr.  E.  F.  Billmgs,  of  Worces- 


11 


tcr,  has  been  placed  in  the  Tiibrary,  in  agreeable  and 
worthy  association  with  the  images  of  the  eminent 
and  venerable  men  that  adorn  these  walls.  This  por- 
trait is  satisfactory  to  the  Council ;  and  it  has  been 
commended  for  its  execution  and  faithful  resemblance 
by  those  who  have  seen  it.  In  justice  to  the  artist, 
and  as  a  proof  of  his  skill,  it  should  be  mentioned, 
that  he  never  saw  Governor  Davis  on  more  than  one 
occasion,  and  he  was  obliged  to  rely  on  Daguerreo- 
types and  other  likeness  not  entirely  successful. 

The  informal  meetings  of  the  Society  "  for  literary 
purposes  "  have  not  been  held  during  the  past  sum- 
mer ;  but  it  is  expected  that  they  will  be  resumed  in 
the  greater  leisure  of  the  ensuing  season,  when  pains 
will  be  taken  to  give  a  larger  number  the  opportunity 
of  attending.  It  is  known  that  many  members  have 
made  investigations  in  their  private  studies,  the  result 
of  which  they  may  be  induced  to  communicate  in  this 
manner.  As  the  papers  read  at  the  two  last  of  these 
meetings  were  deemed  very  valuable  by  those  mem- 
bers who  heard  them,  and  it  is  proper  that  the  Society 
at  large  should  be  made  acquainted  with  the  treasures 
it  possesses,  a  brief  description  of  these  papers  will 
be  given.  The  first  in  order  of  time,  read  by  llev, 
Mr.  Hale,  of  Worcester,  contained  reminiscences  of 
the  action  of  the  statesmen  of  our  country  in  relation 
to  the  Missouri  Compromise.  This  was  listened  to 
with  gratified  attention ;  but,  as  it  was  made  up  of 
fragments  of  a  larger  work  prepared  for  another  pur- 
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pose,  it  was  not  in  proper  form  for  publication  by  this 
Society. 

Samuel  F.  Haven,  Esq.,  the  Librarian,  offered  the 
second  paper,  in  which  he  investigated  the  earliest 
date  of  the  plans  and  descriptions  of  the  mounds  in 
the  south-western  part  of  our  country,  particularly 
in  reference  to  Captain  Jonathan  Heart's  rude  sketch 
made  in  1786,  and  published  in  the  "  Columbian  Mag- 
azine "  of  1787,  and  the  more  elaborate  plan  presented 
by  Governor  Winthrop  Sargent  to  the  American 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences  in  1787,  and  pub- 
lished in  1853  in  the  transactions  of  that  Society. 

The  third  paper  was  contributed  by  Samuel  Jenni- 
son,  Esq.  It  was  an  animated  sketch  of  the  life  of 
Captain  Thomas  Coram,  a  native  of  England,  who 
resided  many  years  in  Taunton,  Mass.  His  influence 
and  benevolence  were  illustrated  in  this  country  by  his 
connection  with  many  important  enterprises.  He 
returned  to  London,  and  in  that  city  established  the 
Foundling  Hospital,  and  engaged  in  other  works  of 
kindness  until  the  year  1740,  when  he  died.  This 
biographical  notice  was  induced  by  an  imperfect  and 
incorrect  account  of  Captain  Coram  recently  published 
in  a  popular  English  periodical.  In  accordance  with 
a  vote  of  the  members  present  at  the  reading,  the 
papers  of  Mr.  Haven  and  Mr.  Jennison  are  preserved 
on  the  files,  for  the  disposition  of  the  Society. 

The  condition  of  the  finances  will  be  seen  in  the 
Eeport  of  the  Treasiu'er,  Samuel  Jennison,  Esq.,  which 
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is  herewith  transmitted.     Dr.  Thomas,  the  founder  of 
the  Society,  out  of  his  liberal  endowment,  directed  that 
seventeen   thousand    dollars    should   be  permanently 
invested,  of  which  the  income  was  to  be  appropri- 
ated, in  part,  for  the  salary  of  the  Librarian,  "for 
explorations  and  descriptions  of  the  ancient  fortifica- 
tions, mounds,  &c.,  in  the  Western  States  and  other 
parts  of  America ;  "  for  the  purchase  of  "  antiquities 
and  books ;  "   and  "  for  other  necessary  purposes  of 
the  Societv."     Since  the  last  semi-annual,  and  under 
authority  of  a  special  meeting,  called  for  that  pur- 
pose, the  lot  of  land  in  Summer  Street,  "Worcester, 
on  which  the  old  Hall  of  the  Society  stands,  has  been 
sold,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  have  restored  to  the 
treasury  the  money  temporarily  withdrawn  to  pay  for 
the  new  Hall.      This  is  now  finished,  and  the  cost 
of  its  construction  is  paid ;  but  a  large  expenditure 
will    soon    be    required    for    bank-walls    and   fences 
aroimd   the   land   of  the    Society.      This  work   has 
been  delayed,  that  it  may  be  done  mth  proper  con- 
formity to    the    situation   of   the   ground,  when  the 
adjacent  court-house  shall  be  removed  back  from  its 
present  awkward  position,  to  complete  instead  of  dis- 
figuring the  beautiful  and  appropriate  arrangement  of 
the  court  buildings  adopted  by  the  County  Commis- 
sioners.    The  funds  of  the   Society  now  amoimt  to 
^28,124.95.     As  the  necessary  current  expenses  are 
estimated  at  gl300  per  annum,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  income  can   furnish  but  a  moderate  sum  to  be 
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devoted  to  important  incidental  objects ;  such  as  the 
publication  of  valuable  original  papers,  tbe  purchase 
of  books,  which  is  often  required  to  give  complete- 
ness to  what  is  possessed,  and  the  binding  of  books, 
which  is  an  occasion  for  constant  expense  in  such  a 
library,  and  will  demand  a  large  appropriation  for  the 
contents  of  the  lower  hall. 

In  the  earlier  years  of  the  Society,  the  members 
paid  an  annual  assessment  in  aid  of  the  funds.  This 
was  discontinued  with  the  assent  of  the  founder,  who, 
with  sagacity  equal  to  his  generosity,  by  establishing 
a  fimd  then  deemed  adequate  and  ample,  gave  self- 
sustaining  strength  to  the  Society.  Since  the  forma- 
tion of  this  Society,  and  probably  influenced  by  its 
example,  kindred  associations  have  been  organized,  in 
different  parts  of  our  country,  without  other  support 
than  the  voluntary  periodical  and  occasional  contri- 
butions of  members.  These  associations  have  been 
active  and  very  useful ;  but  their  prosperity,  and  even 
their  existence,  will  depend  on  the  capacity  and  fidel- 
ity of  the  members.  The  favor  with  which  this  Soci- 
ety has  been  regarded  by  those  who  have  placed  under 
its  care  many  veiy  precious  printed  books,  manuscripts, 
and  other  objects,  may  be  imputed,  in  some  degree,  to 
the  confidence  in  its  permanence  arising  from  the  cer- 
tain provision  for  its  support.  This  provision  has  been 
reduced  from  sufficiency  to  scantiness,  by  the  increase 
of  expenses  which  unavoidably  attends  the  growth  of 
the  Society.     While  the  enlargement  of  the  funds  has 
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thus  become  important,  tlie  members  will  not  fail  to 
call  to  mind  that  they,  not  less  than  the  strangers 
who  are  permitted  to  use  the  Library,  have  received 
a  privilege  from  the  bounty  of  others,  for  which  they 
are  required  to  make  no  pecuniary  compensation. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

For  the  Council, 

STEPHEN    SALISBURY. 


16 


Ucport  of  tlje  SEvcasurcr. 


THE    TREASUREB    OF    THE    AMERICAN    ANTIQUARIAN    SOCIETY   REPORTS 

AS    FOLLOWS  : 


That  the  Balance  of  Funds  in  his  hands,  as  by  his  Report  of  April  last. 

Since  which  time  he  has  received  — 

For  Notes  collected 

For  Interest  and  Dividends  on  Bank  Stock  ..... 


For  Real  Estate  on  Summer  Street 


Making 


In  the  same  time  he  has  paid  — 

For  Taxes  on  Summer-street  Estate      .... 

For  Incidental  Expenses,  as  per  Bills  presented  by  the 
Librarian         ........ 

Insurance  ......... 

For  Librarian's  Salary,  six  months       .... 


And  for  twelve  shares  Shawmut  Bank  Stock 
For  five  shares  North  Bank  Stock 


Leaving  the  present  amount  of  Funds    . 

Which  is  invested  as  follows :  — 

On  account  of  the  Fund  of  12,000  Dollars:  — 
In  Notes  with  Mortgage 
Blackstone  Bank  Stock 
Citizens'  Bank  Stock    . 
Fitehburg  Bank  Stock 
North  Bank  (Boston)  . 
Cash 


On  account  of  the  Fund  of  5,000  Dollars :  — 
In  Notes  with  Mortgage 
Note  of  Trustees  of  Worcester  Academy 
In  Stock  of  the  Worcester  Bank   . 
In  Stock  of  the  Citizens'  Bank 
In  Stock  of  the  Quinsigamond  Bank 
In  Stock  of  the  Oxford  Bank 
In  Stock  of  the  Shawmut  Bank     . 


Less  Balance  due  the  Treasurer 


Fund  of  12,000  Dollars 
Fund  of  5,000  Dollars 


$19,011.20 

1,600.00 
803.63 

21,414.83 
9,000  00 

30,414.83 


63.92 

82.21 

18.75 

425.00 

589.88 

1,200.00 

500.00 


10,700.00 
500.00 
1,100.00 
600.00 
500.00 
115.31 

13,515.31 


3,165.00 
4,000.00 
1,400.00 

400.00 
1,600.00 

^0.00 
3,700.00 

14,665.00 
55.36 

14,609.64 


2,289.88 
28,124.95 


13,515.31 
14,609.64 


OCTOBKR  14, 1854. 


$28,124.95 
SAMUEL    JENNISON,    Treasurer. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


It  appears,  by  the  list  of  accessions  since  the  meeting 
of  the  Society  on  the  26th  of  April  last,  that  there 
have  been  added  to  the  Library  two  hundred  and 
twenty-two  volumes  of  books,  and  twelve  himdred 
and  thirteen  pamphlets. 

This  increase,  respectable  in  point  of  numbers,  is 
also  of  a  character  highly  pertinent  to  the  purposes 
of  the  Society,  as  well  as  of  considerable  pecuniary 
value. 

A  collection  of  pamphlets,  from  the  library  of  our 
late  President,  Governor  Da^ds,  contains  a  large  amount 
of  exceedingly  useful  political  and  statistical  matter, 
which  his  official  positions  and  private  tastes  had  led 
him  to  accumulate. 

Fifty-three  tracts,  of  the  last  century,  selected  by 
Hon.  Francis  Brinley,  of  Boston,  from  among  some 
family  papers,  constitute  an  acceptable  token  of  inte- 
rest in  the  preservation  of  such  documents. 

The  donation  of  a  box  of  literary  and  business  pub- 
Ucations,  from  the  printing-office  of  Messrs.  E.  &  J. 
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F.  D.  Garfield,  of  Fitchburg,  is  deserving  of  special 
acknowledgment. 

Editors  and  printers  have  it  in  their  power  to  ren- 
der essential  service  to  the  cause  of  history,  by  saving 
from  destruction  not  only  documents  of  apparent  con- 
sequence, but  the  more  trivial  records  of  the  habits, 
customs,  and  pursuits,  of  their  time,  which  come  to 
their  possession  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business. 
In  this  age  of  hurried  progress  and  rapid  transitions, 
the  security  of  historical  evidence  is  often  left  to  the 
uncertain  care  of  a  periodical  press  not  assuming,  and, 
in  fact,  unconscious  of,  such  responsibility;  and  the 
waste-box  of  a  printing-office  may  contain  the  sole 
memorials  of  important  transactions.  How  curious 
and  valuable  a  collection  an  editor  or  publisher,  of  a 
half  or  quarter  of  a  century's  standing,  might  trans- 
mit, should  he  lay  aside  in  their  order  all  the  expo- 
nents of  the  varying  phases  of  political  strife,  and  of 
the  daily  labors  and  amusements  of  society,  that  fall 
in  his  way !  Whoever  is  sufficiently  thoughtful  to 
preserve  those  footprints  of  passing  occurrences  which 
are  apt  to  be  lightly  regarded  until  they  are  lost,  and 
which,  at  every  tide  in  the  affiiirs  of  men,  are  swept 
into  oblivion,  may  be  sure  of  the  gratitude  of  poste- 
rity. Our  knowledge  of  industrial  arts  and  the  cus- 
toms of  domestic  and  social  life,  in  periods.no  more 
remote  than  the  middle  ages,  is  not  derived  from  dig- 
nified documents  or  elaborate  literature,  but  is  gath- 
ered  from  verbal  and  pictorial  representations  of  the 
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humblest  pretensions,  or  picked  out  of  pieces  of  ta- 
pestry, or  the  ornaments  of  illuminated  manuscripts, 
otherwise  of  little  value.  A  small  book,  entitled 
"  The  Shyp  of  Folys  of  the  Worlde.  Inprentyd  by 
Richardc  Pynson,  to  his  coste  and  charge,"  in  1509, 
•udll  command  a  higher  price  at  this  day  than  the  pro- 
foundest  works  of  his  time,  partly  for  its  rarity,  but 
mainly  on  account  of  the  curious  exhibitions  of  fami- 
liar manners  and  popidar  customs  it  presents. 

In  this,  one  of  the  characters  intended  to  be  sa- 
tirized is  made  to  say,  — 


"  Still  am  I  busy  bookes  assembling  ; 
For  to  have  plcntie  it  is  a  pleasaunt  thing,  — 
In  my  conccyt,  to  have  them  ay  in  hand ; 
Tho'  what  they  meane  do  I  not  imderstande. 
But  yet  I  have  them,  in  great  reverence 
And  honour,  saving  them  irom  filth  and  ordure 
By  often  brusshing  and  much  dihgencc  : 
Fiill  goodly  bound  in  pleasaunt  coverture 
Of  damas,  sattin,  or  els  of  velvet  pure, 
I  keepe  them  sure,  fearing  least  they  should  be  lost ; 
For  in  them  is  the  cunning  wherein  I  me  boast." 


A  commendable  "  folly  "  certainly ;  and  we  should 
not  be  sorry  if  it  had  extended  to  the  preservation  of 
books  that  were  hardly  thought  worthy  of  being 
"goodly  bound  in  damask  or  satin."  If  "books  are 
the  windows  of  the  past,  we  like  to  look  not  only 
through  the  great  ones  into  churches  and  the  halls  of 
learning  and  the  palaces  of  kings,  but  through  smaller 
ones  into  wayside  inns  and  market-places,  and  even  into 
the  kitchens  and  nurseries  of  private  dwellings.    What 
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is  called  temporary  literature,  if  it  survives  the  limit  of 
its  usually  transient  existence,  becomes  contemporary 
history  ;  and  the  conservators  of  trifles  are  often  the 
real  annalists  of  their  asfe. 

These  remarks  are  not  inserted  for  their  novelty  or 
their  importance,  —  although  the  idea  is  an  important 
one,  —  but  as  the  simplest  mode  of  expressing  an 
appreciation  of  a  kind  of  contributions  which  printers 
and  publishers  can  easily  make  to  an  institution  like 
this,  and  might  oftener  do  so  if  such  were  known  to 
be  acceptable. 

Another  box  of  books  has  arrived  from  Mi*.  Stevens, 
of  London,  who,  it  will  be  remembered,  had  been 
employed  by  Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury  to  collect  a  cer- 
tain class  of  works,  at  his  expense,  for  this  Library. 
This  instalment  (the  third  that  has  been  received) 
comprises  forty-seven  volumes.  Among  them  are 
"Wood's  Athense  Oxoniensis,  four  volumes,  large  quar- 
to ;  and  the  Catalogue  of  the  Bodleian  Library,  in  five 
folio  and  three  quarto  volumes,  embracing  the  recent- 
ly published  catalogues  of  manuscripts.  The  residue 
are  chiefly  county  histories  and  topographical  and 
genealogical  works,  folios  and  quartos,  elegantly 
bound,  and  of  great  intrinsic  value.  One  of  them 
is  a  lithographed  fac-simile  of  the  manuscript  of  the 
author,  and,  doubtless,  an  expensive  curiosity. 

There  is,  however,  a  disappointment  in  respect  to  a 
portion  of  these  books,  inasmuch  as  they  are  not  pre- 
cisely such  as  had  been  ordered  and  expected,  however 
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desirable  they  may  otherwise  be  deemed.  It  was  the 
desire  of  Mr.  Salisbury  to  procure  a  comprehensive 
series  of  historical  and  genealogical  works  relating  to 
those  particular  counties  from  whence  the  first  set- 
tlers of  New  England  more  immediately  came,  —  a 
specific  purpose,  the  appropriateness  of  which,  con- 
sidering their  destination,  w^ould  seem  to  be  manifest. 
The  founders  of  New  England,  and  not  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Old  England,  as  such,  were  the  objects  of 
interest ;  and  it  was  with  reference  to  the  former  that 
the  order  was  mainly  given.  But,  for  some  unex- 
plained reason,  many  of  the  works  especially  pointed 
out  have  been  omitted,  and  others  of  less  comparative 
consequence  have  been  substituted  for  them. 

The  Librarian  has  purchased  Hushworth's  Histori- 
cal Collections,  in  eight  volumes,  folio ;  being  moved 
thereto,  in  part  by  frequent  occasions  of  reference  to 
their  contents,  and  partly  by  the  proposition  of  F.  W. 
Paine,  Esq.,  to  contribute  a  portion  of  the  cost.  Mr. 
Paine  has  also  presented  a  work  much  needed  in  our 
library,  —  the  "Lettres  Edifiantcs  et  Curieuses,"  in 
fourteen  volumes,  containing  the  reports  of  Catholic 
missionaries  to  their  Superiors.  Those  devoted  reli- 
gionists, it  is  well  kno^vn,  were  the  earliest  observers 
of  native  manners  and  customs  on  this  continent; 
and  these  letters,  and  the  now  extremely  rare  "  Rela- 
tions," *  of  similar  import,  are  among  the  most  relia- 

*  "  Relations  de  cc  qui  s'est  pass6  de  plus  reraarquable  aux  Missions  des 
Peres  de  la  Compagnie  de  J6sus  en  la  Nouvelle  France."  "They  commence  in 
1611,  and  extend,  with  some  intervals,  to  1672. 
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ble  sources  of  information  respecting  the  interior  of 
the  country  in  its  primitive  condition. 

A  copy  of  the  quarto  illustrated  edition  of  Cooke's 
Voyage  around  the  World  in  the  years  1772-75,  with 
the  large  folio  volume  of  maps  and  plates,  has  been 
transferred  to  the  Society,  for  a  consideration  little 
more  than  nominal,  by  Rev.  George  Allen,  who  has 
made  the  donation  of  a  beautiful  copy  of  Gerhard's 
Herbal,  a  folio  of  nearly  seventeen  hundred  pages, 
printed  in  1633. 

From  Hon.  Oliver  B.  Morris,  of  Springfield,  and 
his  son,  Henry  Morris,  Esq.,  have  been  received  a 
copy  of  "  Dal  ton's  Countrey  Justice,"  printed  in  1655  ; 
and  two  manuscript  volumes,  containing  notes  of  cases 
and  proceedings  in  the  courts  held  at  Springfield  and 
Northampton,  from  1677  to  1697.  These  are  of  great 
interest,  exhibiting  the  operations  of  a  somewhat  pri- 
mitive jurisprudence,  and  containing  valuable  mate- 
rials for  local  and  genealogical  history.  They  came 
into  the  possession  of  Judge  Morris  with  other  papers 
of  the  Pynchon  Family,  so  long  prominent  and  mfluen- 
tial  in  that  region. 

The  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  have  trans- 
ferred to  this  Institution  a  volume  of  the  Resolves 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  Massachusetts  in  1777 
and  1 778.  A  portion  of  these  resolves  was  made  up 
in  manuscript  by  Ellis  Ames,  Esq.,  who  presented  the 
volume  to  that  Society  a  year  or  two  sin^e;  and  as 
they  have  now  procured  another  copy,  and  no  perfect 
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one  existed  in  this  Library,  the  transfer  was  made  at 
his  sucrcfcstion.      The  fact  has  been  adverted  to,  in 
prcvions  reports,  that  the  government  itself  possesses 
no  entire  series  of  the  laws  and  legislative  journals  of 
Massachusetts,  and  that  they  were  not  known  to  be 
complete  in  any  one  collection.     These  notices,  it  is 
believed,  have  had  some  agency  in  awakening  atten- 
tion to  the  subject.     The  Historical  Society  has  re- 
cently taken  steps  for  procuring  such  as  are  wanting 
in  that  Institution ;   and,  in  return  for   the  volume 
presented  to  us,  it  is  believed  that  our  duplicates  will 
furnish  an  exchange  at  least  equally  valuable  to  them. 
It  has  always  been  a  part  of  the  general  design  of 
this  Society,  as  a  collector  of  the  sources  of  historical 
information  for  the  whole  country,  to  obtain  from  the 
several  States,  and  from  Congress,  copies  of  all  docu- 
ments issued   under  legislative   authority.      Applica- 
tions, made  at  an  early  period,  were  answered  by  the 
passage  of  resolves  in  Congress,  and  by  the  Massa- 
chusetts Legislature,  providing  for  the  annual  trans- 
mission of  such  publications,  and  by  donations  from 
several  States  of  documents  then  on  hand.     A  dispo- 
sition to  favor  a  purpose  of  such  common  and  national 
utility  may  be  presumed  to  exist  in  all  cases ;  but,  in 
the  pressure  of  public  business,  positive  and  continued 
personal  influences  are  required  to  secure  attention  to 
such  claims ;  while,  in  the  change  of  officers  having 
the  control  of  the  distribution  of  documents,  even  a 
statutory  direction  may  be  forgotten. 
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Perhaps  the  end  might  be  attamed,  if,  instead  of 
printed  circulars  addressed  to  the  Governors  of  States 
(which  have  not  proved  effectual),  means  were  found 
to  encjaofe  the  attention  of  mdi^'idual  members  of  the 
several  legislatures,  or  gentlemen  of  influence  residuig 
near  the  seats  of  government. 

We  continue  to  receive  the  Senate  and  Assembly 
documents  of  the  State  of  New  York  ;  but  they  are 
the  private  donation  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sprague,  of  Al- 
banv,  whose  active  exertions  for  the  Societv  there  is 
constant  occasion  to  notice.  Other  valuable  publica- 
tions are  rejjularlv  received  from  officers  in  different 
departments  of  public  service  in  that  State,  From 
no  other  State,  our  own  not  excepted,  are  such  favors 
obtained  with  so  oreat  reoularitv.  Both  at  Boston 
and  Washino'ton.  the  ri^ht  of  the  Societv  to  receive 
the  publications  of  government  seems  to  be  construed 
with  unnecessary  strictness,  and  is  apt  to  be  Imiited 
to  those  thino;s  which  come  within  the  definition  of 
ordinary  legislative  proceedings. 

Through  special  and  persevering  exertions,  many 
hundred  pages  of  Colonial  and  Provincial  Laws  and 
Journals,  that  were  wanting  in  our  series,  "have  been 
obtained.  Some  rare  volumes  of  early  laws,  that 
would  be  duplicates  here,  have  also  been  met  with, 
which  it  is  desirable  to  secure  from  the  chances  of 
destruction.  The  laws  that  were  printed  in  volimies 
at  intervals,  as  revised  bv  order  of  the  General  Coiu't, 
ave  comparatively  easy  to  be  procured.     Those  that 
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were  passed  at  sessions  between  the  periods  of  these 
revised  editions,  are  what  have  disappeared  so  gene- 
rally. They  were  issued  in  sheets  at  the  end  of  each 
session ;  and  many  of  them  being  repealed,  or  expiring 
by  limitation,  before  another  re\T.sed  volume  was 
printed,  have  never  appeared  in  any  other  form. 
But  few  people  were  careful  enough  even  to  secure 
them  in  covers ;  and  then*  perilous  condition,  exposed 
to  all  the  hazards  of  waste-paper,  warns  us  that  the 
rescue  of  such  as  remain  cannot,  with  prudence,  be 
long  deferred.  It  is  hoped  that  we  may  ultimately 
be  able  to  say  that  here  at  least  is  preserved  the  entire 
body  of  the  printed  Acts,  Resolves,  and  Journals  of 
Massachusetts,  as  a  Colony,  a  Pro\dnce,  and  a  Com- 
monwealth. 

Although  the  sphere  of  this  Society  is  a  national 
one,  it  must  naturally  take  a  deep  interest  in  all  that 
relates  to  Massachusetts.  Nor  can  this  be  deemed  a 
local  interest.  The  origin  of  this  State,  its  early 
policy,  its  acts  and  principles,  are  not  to  be  associa- 
ted, in  a  limiting  sense,  with  topographical  bounda- 
ries. Moreover,  its  laws  have  extended  over  New 
Hampshire ;  they  were  copied  verbatim  by  Connecti- 
cut ;  until  a  comparatively  recent  date,  they  governed 
Maine ;  and  may  be  considered  as  belonging  to  New 
England.  . 

It  happens,  too,  that  members  of  this  Institution 
have  been,  and  are,  intimately  connected  with  the 
public  affau's  of  Massachusetts  in  its  highest  execu- 
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tive  and  judicial  stations,  and  were  members  of  the 
Society  before  they  occupied  those  posts  of  honor  and 
responsibility.  One,  who  now  fills  the  Executive 
chair  of  the  Commonwealth,  many  years  since  em- 
ployed the  scanty  leisure  of  a  busy  professional  life 
in  bringing  together  the  widely-scattered  materials  of 
its  judicial  history  ;  a  labor  whose  difficulty  can  be 
appreciated  only  by  those  who  know  the  fragmentary 
and  imperfect  soui'ces  from  whence  the  facts  were  col- 
lected. Another,  now  deceased,  compiled  the  history 
of  its  Revolutionary  Congresses.  It  is  a  necessity  of 
the  local  position  of  this  Society,  as  well  as  of  the 
historical  position  and  character  of  the  State,  that 
Massachusetts  should  receive  a  prominent  share  of 
attention. 

It  is  not  to  be  forgotten,  however,  that  there  are 
new  and  distant  States,  the  beginning  of  whose  poli- 
tical existence,  and  the  remains  of  whose  ancient 
condition,  claim  the  interest  and  investigation  of  this 
body  as  a  national  Institution.  It  may  be  gratifying 
to  know  that  one  of  our  townsmen,  brought  up  in 
its  shadow  and  under  its  immediate  influences,  is  favor- 
ably situated  in  California  to  indulge  the  decided  taste 
he  possesses  for  a  study  of  its  antiquities,  and  to  chro- 
nicle the  incidents  of  its  progress.  In  Oregon,  too,  it 
is  hoped  that  careful  observations  will  be  made  in 
your  behalf;  as  an  officer  of  the  army,  lately  appoint- 
ed to  a  command  involving  the  probability  of  a  resi- 
dence  of  several  years  in  that  region,  has  expressed 
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his  desire  and  intention  to  record  and  commnnicate 
the  archctological  and  ethnological  facts  that  come  to 
his  knowledge.  As  to  Nebraska  and  Kanzas,  a  histo- 
rical and  descriptive  account  of  them,  recently  prepared 
by  a  member  of  the  Society,  at  this  moment  lies  upon 
your  table. 

In  the  words  of  an  American  poet,  as  often  quoted, 
perhaps,  as  are  any  from  the  celebrated  tragedy  to 
which,  as  part  of  an  epilogue,  they  are  attached,  it 
may  be  said  that  — 


"  No  pent-up  Utica  contracts  your  powers, 
But  the  whole  boviudless  continent  is  yours." 


The  following  is  a  list  of  the  sources  from  whence 
the  various  additions  to  the  Library  have  been  re- 
ceived :  — 

The  Regents  of  the  University  of  New  York. 

Hon.  Edward  Everett Boston. 

Rev.  George  Allen Worcester. 

Hon.  Francis  Brinley Boston. 

Henry  Wheatland,  Esq Salem. 

The  State  of  New  York. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Crocker Taunton. 

Hon.  Alexander  De  Witt Oxford. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

James  B.  Congdon,  Esq New  Bedford. 

Gen.  Wm.  H.  Sumner Boston. 

Rev.  Archibald  M.  Morrison Worcester. 

Trustees  of  the  New  York  State  Library. 
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Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward Auburn,  N.Y. 

The  Boston  Mercantile  Library  Association. 

The  Amer.  Asylum  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Hartford,  Conn. 

David  Wilder,  Esq Leominster. 

Alvan  H.  Washburn,  Esq Leicester. 

The  Connecticut  Historical  Society. 

Samuel  G.  Drake,  Esq Boston. 

G.  R.  Lyon Concord,  N.H. 

K.  B.  Stratford Worcester. 

George  Livermore,  Esq Cambridge. 

E.  A.  and  G.  L.  Duyckinck,  Esqrs.    .     .     .  New  York. 

Jared  Sparks,  LL.D Cambridge. 

Charles  B.  Norton New  York. 

Hon.  Pliny  Merrick Worcester. 

C.  L.  Flint,  Esq Boston. 

The  Societe  de  Geographic  of  Paris. 

Rev.  Alonzo  Hill,  D.D Worcester. 

Hon.  C.  Mason,  U.  S.  Comr.  of  Patents. 
The  Massachusetts  Historical  Society. 

Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury Worcester. 

E.  B.  Curwen,  Esq New  York. 

The  Maryland  Historical  Society. 
The  United.  States  Congress. 

N.  B.  Shurtleff,  M.D Boston. 

The  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Wm.  Greenleaf,  Esq Worcester. 

Rev.  Robert  C.  Learned Canterbury,  Conn. 

The  American  Philosophical  Society. 

Rev.  Moses  Miller Heath. 

Rev.  James  B.  Miles New  Haven,  Conn. 

Thomas  J.  Lee,  Esq. ■  Boston. 

Prof.  Jonathan  Pierson Union  College,N.Y. 

Rev.  Wm.  B.  Sprague,  D.D.     .....  Albany,  N.Y. 

Mrs.  Mary  Wallis        Beverly. 

Samuel  B.  Scott,  Esq Worcester. 

Mrs.  John  Davis Worcester. 

Frederick  Wm.  Paine,  Esq Worcester. 

Hon.  Oliver  B.  Morris Springfield. 

Henry  Morris,  Esq Springfield. 
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The  Mercantile  Library  Association    .     .     .  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

John  Wheeler,  Esq San  Francisco,  Cal. 

E.  &  J.  F.  D.  Garfield Fitchburg. 

Hon.  Isaac  Davis Worcester. 

George  Brinley,  jun.,  Esq Hartford,  Conn. 

Prof.  A.  D.  Bache,  Supt.  of  Coast  Survey    .  Washington,  D.C. 

Rev.  Edward  E.  Hale Worcester. 

Rev.  Preserved  Smith Deerfield. 

Henry  R.  Hoyt,  Esq Deerfield. 

Ralph  Williams,  Esq Deerfield. 

Wm.  H.  Howe,  Esq Worcester. 

The  Editors  of  Hunt's  Merchants'  Magazine. 

„  Norton's  Literary  Gazette. 

„  The  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register. 

„  The  Advocate  of  Peace. 

„  The  Quarterly  Journal  of  the  American  Unitarian 

Association. 

„  The  Christian  Watchman  and  Reflector. 

„  The  Semi- Weekly  Boston  Courier. 

„  The  Fitchburg  Sentinel. 

„  The  New  York  Churchman. 

„  The  Worcester  Weekly  Spy. 

„  The  Worcester  National  ^Egis. 

„  The  Worcester  Evening  Journal. 


Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  F.  HAVEN,  Librarian. 
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PROCEEDINGS. 


SEMI-ANNUAL    MEETING,    APRIL    25,    1855, 


AT    THE 


ROOMS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  ACADEMY  IN   BOSTON. 


Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury,  President,  took  the  chair. 

The  Secretary  read  the  Report  of  the  last  stated 
meeting. 

Hon.  Ira  M.  Barton  read  the  Semi-annual  Report 
of  the  Coimcil. 

The  Librarian  read  his  Semi-annnal  Report. 

The  President  read  the  Semi-annual  Report  of  the 
Treasurer. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  Robert  C.  Winthrop,  "  Voted, 
That  the  Report  of  the  Council,  of  which  the  Libra- 
rian's and  Treasurer's  Reports  form  a  part,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Publication,  with  instructions  to 
print  such  portions  as  they  think  proper." 


The  Society  proceeded  to  ballot  for  members ;  and 
the  followmg  gentlemen,  who  had  been  nominated  by 
the  Council,  were  elected :  — 

Edward  Tdckeeman,  Esq Amherst. 

Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Jackson Newport,  E..  I. 

Capt.  Robert  J.  Q.  McClxtre British  Navy. 

Dr.  Elisha  Kent  Kane American  Navy. 

Hon.  Alexander  H.  Bullock Worcester. 

J.  Hammond  Trumbull,  Esq Hartford,  Conn. 

J.  Wingate  Thornton,  Esq Boston. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  Emory  Washburn,  the  thanks 
of  the  Society  were  voted  to  the  American  Academy 
for  the  use  of  their  rooms  for  this  meeting. 

On  motion  of  the  Secretary,  "  Voted,  That  the  day 
of  the  Annual  Meeting  be  the  21st  of  October,  unless 
that  day  fall  on  Sujiday,  when  the  meeting  shall  be 
held  on  the  22d  of  October." 

Adjourned. 

Attest,  EDWARD   E.   HALE, 

Recording  Secretary. 


RErORT  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 


The  Council  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society 
respectfully  submit  theii*  Semi-annual  Report. 

The  munificent  founder  of  this  Society,  in  one  of 
his  earliest  communications,  made  to  it  in  1813,  con- 
gratulated the  members  upon  the  safe  location  of  their 
Library  and  Museum  "forty  miles  distant  from  the 
nearest  branch  of  the  sea,  in  the  town  of  Worcester, 
Mass.,  on  the  great  road  from  all  the  Southern  and 
Western  States  to  Boston,  the  capital  of  New  Eng- 
land." This  location  of  our  institution  in  the  country, 
upon  so  extensive  a  thoroughfare  was,  no  doubt,  a  wise 
arrangement.  May  it  not  be  regarded  less  so,  since 
the  quiet  to^vn  of  Worcester  has  become  a  city  of 
twenty-five  thousand  souls,  and  since  its  "  great  road  " 
has  given  place  to  a  star  of  railways,  radiating  in 
every  direction  from  its  centre. 

But  though  the  provisions  of  our  charter  require 
"  that  the  Library  and  Museum  of  the  Society  shall 
be  kept  in  the  to^vn  of  Worcester,"  yet  this  "  capital 
of  New  England  "  has,  from  the  beginning,  been  one 


of  the  chosen  seats  of  its  operations.  Its  corporate 
existence  commenced  there.  It  was  organized  under 
its  act  of  incorporation,  at  the  Exchange  Coffee  House 
in  Boston,  November  19,  1812.  Since  that  period, 
the  annual  and  semi-annual  meetings  of  the  Society- 
have  alternated  between  Boston  and  Worcester ;  and 
it  is  an  agreeable  duty,  on  the  part  of  the  members  of 
the  Council  resident  at  Worcester,  thus  statedly  to 
report  to  the  Society  in  Boston,  the  situation  and  pro- 
gress of  an  Institution  which,  we  trust,  will  long  enjoy 
our  common  care  and  regards.  Yet,  in  the  history  of 
an  Institution  like  ours,  whose  existence  should  be 
measured  on  the  calendar  of  ages,  not  much  that  is 
new  can  be  expected,  either  in  acts  or  results,  in  the 
space  of  a  half-year.  To  render  progress  palpable, 
we  must  ■  take  stand-points  more  remote  from  each 
other.  Count,  for  example,  from  the  first  eight  years 
of  the  existence  of  this  Society,  when  its  meetings,  its 
library,  and  its  cabinet,  all  had  accommodations  in  the 
private  rooms  of  the  mansion  of  its  hospitable  founder 
on  Court  Hill,  in  Worcester,  to  the  present  period, 
that  finds  us  with  an  ample  Hall,  on  the  same  beauti- 
ful eminence,  containing  a  library  of  more  than  twenty 
thousand  volumes,  with  a  capacity  to  receive  other 
twenty  thousand ;  and  the  progress  of  this  Institution 
becomes  not  only  palpable,  but  extraordinary. 

The  completion  and  occupancy  of  our  new  Hall, 
and  the  advantageous  disposition  of  the  old  one,  have 
heretofore  been  announced  to  the  Society ;  and  it  is  an 


agreeable  appendix  to  that  report  to  be  able  to  say, 
that  the  new  Hall  is  not  only  completed  and  occupied, 
but  has  been  paid  for ;  that  the  Society  is  free  from 
debt ;  and  that  the  original  funds  of  twelve  thousand 
and  of  five  thousand  dollars,  established  by  the  will  of 
Dr.  Thomas,  have  been  preserved  unimpaired,  with 
such  an  accumulation  of  interest  as  makes  them  now 
amount,  in  the  aggregate,  to  §28,696.84. 

A  detailed  description  of  our  new  Hall  has  been 
given  in  former  communications  to  the  Society.  It  is 
here  only  necessary  to  add,  that  the  entire  cost  of  it 
has  been  about  §18,000.  The  semi-annual  account  of 
the  Treasurer  accompanies  this  Report,  from  which  it 
appears  that  the  above  balance  of  §28,696.84  is  re- 
maining in  his  hands,  and  that  the  same  is  invested  in 
a  safe  and  productive  manner. 

The  Librarian  will  report  the  accessions  made  to  the 
Library  within  the  last  six  months.  The  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  the  Legislature  of  this  Common- 
wealth, and  the  authorities  of  several  other  States  in 
the  Union,  have  made  legal  and  liberal  provision  for 
supplying  our  Library  with  copies  of  their  respective 
statutes  and  official  documents.  To  enjoy  this  distin- 
guished consideration  throughout  the  country  is  cer- 
tainly gratifying  ;  but  it  would  be  much  more  so  were 
it  not  too  evident  that  the  pressure  of  the  public  busi- 
ness of  the  States,  deprives  them  as  well  as  ourselves 
of  the  advantage  which  a  regular  contribution  of  such 
documents  could  not  fail  to  afford.     The  legislative 
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acts  and  proceedings  of  a  free  State  embody  the  most 
authentic  materials  for  its  current  history,  and  become 
invaluable  to  the  future  historian  and  antiquary.  Im- 
pressed with  these  views,  the  Council  have  made  efforts, 
with  some  success,  to  insure  larger  and  more  regular 
contributions  of  the  character  here  referred  to ;  and 
they  would  respectfully  suggest,  that  if  members  of 
this  Society,  in  visiting  the  capital  of  any  of  the  States, 
were  personally  to  present  the  subject  of  such  contri- 
butions to  the  notice  of  the  proper  officers  of  the 
government,  they  would  always  be  kindly  received  and 
liberally  answered. 

But  it  is  not  only  the  facts  embraced  in  public 
documents  that  the  antiquary  is  to  preserve.  The 
acts  and  doings  of  all  minor  institutions,  whether 
civil,  religious,  literary,  or  political,  and  even  the 
ever-varying  popular  movements  that  ruffle  the  sur- 
face of  social  affairs,  are  all  to  be  carefully  noted, 
and  the  memorials  of  them  laid  up  in  our  archives,  so 
that  our  successors  may  not  only  be  able  to  write  the 
history,  but  have  a  perfect  panorama,  of  the  age  in 
which  we  live. 

The  collection  of  such  memorials  was  a  favorite 
object  with  the  founder  of  this  Institution  ;  and  our 
Library  probably  contains  a  more  ample  store  of  them, 
in  the  form  of  newspapers,  pamphlets,  and  tracts  of 
every  description,  than  is  elsewhere  to  be  fotmd  in  this 
country.  Such  contributions  are  always  acceptable; 
and  the  Council  have  recently  passed  an  order  for 


arranging  and  binding  the  large  and  confused  residuum 
of  them  lying  in  the  basement  of  our  Library,  so  that 
the  same  may  be  rendered  accessible  to  all  who  visit 
our  Institution,  whether  from  motives  of  pleasure,  or 
the  purposes  of  research. 

The  PREAMBLE  to  the  charter  of  this  Institution, 
that  ancient  and  useful  prefix  to  acts  of  legislation, 
recites,  that,  "  Whereas  the  collection  and  preservation 
of  the  antiquities  of  our  country,  and  of  curious  and 
valuable  productions  of  art  and  nature,  have  a  ten- 
dency to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  human  knowledge,  aid 
the  progress  of  science,  to  perpetuate  the  history  of 
moral  and  political  events,  and  to  improve  and  interest 
posterity ;  therefore  be  it  enacted,"  &c.  The  general 
objects  of  this  Institution  could  not  be  better  stated ; 
and  so  far  as  relates  to  the  "  collection  and  preserva- 
tion of  the  antiquities  of  our  country,"  and  the  provi- 
sion of  an  eligible  depository  for  them,  this  Society  has 
well  answered  the  objects  of  its  creation. 

But  it  would  be  quite  too  narrow  a  view  of  those 
objects  to  limit  them  to  the  collection  and  preservation 
of  antiquities,  whether  in  the  form  of  a  library  or  a 
cabinet.  All  that  may  have  been  done  in  the  cloisters 
of  the  middle  ages.  But  those  ancient  repositories  of 
science  and  the  arts,  though  they  have  preserved  much, 
have  also  lost  much.  Hume  has  somewhere  said  that 
the  monks  had  many  ancient  books  that  are  now  lost. 
They  had  an  ample  apology  for  it.  They  had  no 
means  of  multiplying,  and  thus  preserving,  their  books, 
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but  by  the  slow  and  arduous  labor  of  the  copyist ;  and, 
when  fire  or  the  sword  invaded  their  common  sanctua- 
ries of  religion  and  of  learning,  a  blank  was  left, 
which  no  future  exertions  could  adequately  supply. 
But  for  the  modern  institution,  whatever  may  be  its 
objects,  no  such  apology  exists  for  a  loss  of  the  fruit 
of  its  labors.  The  cunning  hand  of  the  printer  and 
graver  has  come  to  the  rescue  from  any  such  calamity, 
and  has  taught  that  the  Avay  to  preserve  knowledge  is, 
not  "  to  bury  it  in  the  graves  of  our  forefathers,"  nor 
yet  within  the  walls  of  the  library  or  the  museum,  but 
to  render  it  accessible  to  all,  and  to  diffuse  it,  as  far  as 
it  can  be  done,  by  the  combined  power  of  the  pen  and 
the  press. 

These  views,  it  is  believed,  were  entertained  by  the 
founder  of  this  Society,  and  by  those  who  early  co- 
operated with  him  in  the  promotion  of  its  appropriate 
objects.  Accordingly,  we  find  that  in  1820  the  So- 
ciety published  the  first  volume  of  its  Transactions. 
With  a  wise  forethought,  their  first  attention  was 
directed  to  the  fading  memorials  of  the  men  originally 
inhabiting  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  The 
leading  article  in  the  first  volume  of  their  Transactions, 
was  a  contribution  from  Caleb  Atwater,  Esq.,  of  Cir- 
cleville,  Ohio.  It  is  a  valuable  and  interesting  tract 
upon  the  antiquities  of  the  West,  and  particularly  of 
his  own  State.  The  work  was  most  opportunely  un- 
dertaken, and  will  be  gratefully  and  effectually  pre- 
served in  the  printed  transactions  of  this  Society. 
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Since  the  work  of  Mr.  Atwatcr  was  thus  accom- 
plished and  recorded,  the  axe  and  the  plough  have 
been  busy  in  efFacincf  the  last  memorials  of  the  orisfinal 
tenants  of  the  beautiful  and  populous  State  of  Ohio. 
But  one  monument  of  that  race  is  recollected,  that 
promises  lasting  preservation :  it  is  the  large  mound 
in  Marietta,  which  the  people  of  that  city  have,  with 
much  good  taste,  enclosed  with  the  circumjacent 
grounds,  as  a  cemetery.  The  sides  and  summit  of  the 
mound  are  neatly  laid  out  with  walks,  and  planted 
with  evergreens  ;  and  thus  this  mysterious  monument 
of  a  more  mysterious  race  of  men,  has  come  to  be 
decorated  and  preserved  by  the  muniments  erected  by 
modern  civilization  and  Christian  sympathy.  The 
spot  here  referred  to,  must  always  be  regarded  as  a 
point  of  much  interest,  and  not  less  to  the  antiquary 
than  to  the  tourist  for  pleasure. 

In  the  year  1842,  the  remains  of  the  supposed  for- 
tifications, situated  between  this  mound  and  the  Mus- 
kingum Hiver,  as  pointed  out  by  the  late  Dr.  Cotton, 
of  Marietta,  and  so  graphically  described  by  Dr. 
Thaddeus  M.  Harris  and  others,  Avere  so  far  effaced 
that  none  but  the  scientific  traveller  would  be  likely 
to  notice  them. 

The  second  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  this  So- 
ciety appeared  in  1836.  Amongst  other  matter,  this 
volume  contains  a  s)Tiopsis  of  the  Indian  tribes  of 
North  America,  with  copious  vocabularies  of  their 
languages,  &:c.      This  paper  was  contributed  by  the 


12 


late  Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  and  is  a  valuable  addition 
to  American  archaeology. 

Mr.  Gallatin  stated,  in  a  prefatory  letter,  that  the 
work  was  undertaken,  in  1823,  at  the  request  of  his 
distinguished  friend,  the  Baron  Alexander  Humboldt, 
who  had  himself  been  an  extensive  traveller  upon  the 
American  continent.  That  he  should  thus  early  in- 
duce our  distinguished  countryman  to  engage  in  a 
work  of  so  much  labor,  and  such  surpassing  interest 
to  the  American  archaeologist,  entitles  him  to  the 
special  gratitude  of  our  countrymen,  as  his  own  great 
works  command  the  respect  and  admiration  of  the 
whole  civilized  world. 

The  Society  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  advised 
of  the  progress  of  another  work  prosecuted  under 
their  auspices  by  Increase  A.  Lapham,  Esq.,  of  Mil- 
waukie.  It  is  a  survey  of  the  aboriginal  remains 
peculiar  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin.  The  surveys  of 
Mr.  Lapham  were  completed  in  a  very  satisfactory 
manner,  and  his  manuscripts  and  drawings  had  been 
prepared  by  our  Librarian  for  the  press,  when  an 
arrangement  was  made  for  their  publication  by  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

The  work  of  Mr.  Lapham  is  to  be  published  in  a 
separate  volume,  that  will  be  ready  for  delivery  by 
the  time  of  our  annual  meeting  in  October  next. 
This  work  will  be  looked  for  with  mirch  interest, 
but  will  become  a  more  appropriate  subject  of  re- 
mark when  it  shall  have  reached  our  Library,  and 
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been  submitted  to  the  examination  of  the  members 
of  the  Society. 

Allusion  should  here  be  made  to  the  publication  of 
the  first  number  of  the  third  volume  of  the  Transac- 
tions of  this  Society.  The  leading  object  of  this 
publication  was  the  preservation  of  the  records  con- 
tained in  the  first  volume  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Company  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  in  New  England. 
The  number  referred  to,  embraces  the  earliest  portion 
of  those  records,  commencing  in  March,  1628,  and 
coming  dowTi  to  March,  1630,  when  Governor  Win- 
throp  sailed  with  the  charter  from  England,  and  the 
government  of  the  Company  was  transferred  to  Ameri- 
ca. A  prefatory  chapter  furnished  by  our  Librarian, 
giving  a  minute  accovmt  of  the  formation  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Company  and  of  its  several  members,  toge- 
ther with  copious  notes  to  the  exact  printed  copy  of 
the  record,  give  great  additional  value  to  the  work 
thus  commenced  by  this  Society. 

In  1853,  the  Legislature  of  this  Commonwealth 
ordered  the  printing  of  the  first  two  volumes  of  those 
records,  which  work  has  been  executed  under  the 
editorial  care  of  a  learned  member  of  this  Society. 
This  circumstance  caused  a  suspension  of  the  publica- 
tion on  our  part,  but,  it  is  believed,  aff"ords  no  sufficient 
reason  why  the  proposed  third  volume  of  our  Trans- 
actions should  not  be  completed  at  an  .early  day,  of 
which  the  number  now  published,  consisting  of  250 
pages,  would   constitute  a  valuable   leading   article. 
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Such  a  volume  of  our  Transactions,  together  with 
the  volume  referred  to  that  is  about  to  appear  from 
the  press  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  will  satisfy 
kindred  societies,  that,  though  we  work  silently, 
we  work  efficiently,  in  promoting  our  common  ob- 
jects. 

During  the  past  season,  two  interesting  communica- 
tions have  been  made  to  the  Society  at  informal  meet- 
ings of  its  members.  The  first,  by  Samuel  Jennison, 
Esq.,  was  a  biographical  notice  of  James  Ralph,  of 
Philadelphia,  the  early  friend  and  associate  of  Dr. 
Franklin.  The  name  will  be  familiar  to  the  readers 
of  the  doctor's  pleasant  Autobiography.  It  is  suffi- 
cient here  to  say  that  Ralph  fully  justified  the  doctor's 
estimate  of  his  genius  ;  went  to  England  with  him  in 
1724;  became  a  favorite  of  the  Prince  of  Wales; 
wrote  not  only  poetry  and  political  pamphlets,  but  a 
history  of  the  reign  of  William  III.,  that  had  the 
good  opinion  of  Charles  J.  Fox ;  was  honored  by  a 
notice  in  Pope's  "  Dunciad ; "  received  a  pension ; 
and  died  at  Chiswick,  near  London,  in  1762.  Such 
sketches  are  the  more  valuable  when  the  subjects  of 
them  were  from  among  the  early  inhabitants  of  our 
own  country,  and  such  as  would  be  likely  to  escape 
the  notice  of  the  general  biographer. 

The  other  communication  referred  to,  was  from  Mr. 
Haven,  the  Librarian  of  the  Society.  It  was  a  learned 
tract  upon  the  various  opinions  as  to  the  origin  of  the 
population  of  this  continent,  with  an  elaborate  citation 
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of  the  autlioritics  by  which  the  various  theories  upon 
that  subject  are  attempted  to  be  sustained. 

These  two  manuscripts  were  referred  to  the  Coun- 
cil, and  will  constitute  valuable  and  appropriate  mate- 
rial for  the  next  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  this 
Society. 

Of  our  future  operations  it  is  difficult  to  speak 
"with  much  definitcness :  they  must  depend  upon  cir- 
cumstances, and  especially  upon  the  means  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Council  for  prosecuting  the  objects 
of  this  Institution.  Of  one  thing  the  Society  may 
rest  assured,  —  that,  under  the  present  administration 
of  its  affairs,  no  considerable  debt  will  be  contracted 
to  embarrass  the  action  of  its  successors. 

For  the  prosecution  of  researches  in  the  archaeology 
of  the  United  States,  the  Society  have  adequate  pecu- 
niary means.  For  this  and  other  specified  purposes, 
the  provisions  contained  in  the  will  of  Dr.  Thomas 
dedicate  the  interest  of  five  thousand  dollars.  That 
interest  has  not  all  been  expended.  The  Report  of 
the  Treasurer  will  show  that  he  has  an  excess  of  it  in 
his  hands,  amounting  to  ^10,247.32.  It  will  be  the 
pleasure  as  well  as  the  duty  of  the  Council  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  earliest  and  best  opportunities  for 
promoting  the  objects  thus  liberally  provided  for. 

Our  explorations  for  ancient  remains  have  hereto- 
fore been  mostly  limited  to  the  States  .east  of  the 
Mississippi.  Now  that  our  unquestioned  national 
domain  is  extended  to  the  Pacific,  we  have  new  facili- 
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ties  for  making  similar  examinations  in  that  direction, 
wherever  proper  objects  of  antiquarian  research  may 
invite.  In  such  a  work,  the  officers  of  our  army  sta- 
tioned in  those  regions,  many  of  whom  are  highly 
educated  men,  would  have  it  in  their  power  to  render 
valuable  service  to  this  Society. 

But  the  appropriate  sphere  of  our  labor  is  not 
limited  to  our  own  country.  As  the  American  Anti- 
quarian Society,  we  may  claim,  without  poetic  license, 
that  the  "  boundless  continent  is  ours."  At  the  time 
of  this  present  writing,  it  is  understood  that  we  have 
a  national  vessel  navigating  the  waters  of  the  Para- 
guay and  the  Parana,  and  that  diplomatic  negotiations 
are  in  progress  for  the  introduction  of  our  commerce 
into  those  rivers  and  the  waters  of  the  Amazon.  It 
would  belie  the  history  of  the  world,  if  the  arts  and 
the  explorations  of  science  did  not  speedily  follow  in 
the  track  of  our  commerce.  Indeed,  our  ingenious 
and  indefatigable  countryman,  Mr.  Catlin,  is  already 
upon  the  head  waters  of  the  Amazon,  with  pencil  and 
pallet  in  hand,  sketching  the  persons,  costumes,  and 
implements  of  the  aboriginal  tenants  of  that  region, 
whose  grotesque  shades  are  probably  destined  to  deco- 
rate the  walls  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  at  Wash- 
ington. As  the  metropolitan  institution  of  the  country, 
possessing  peculiar  advantages,  not  only  from  its  con- 
nection with  the  government,  but  by  its  ample  means, 
it  is  hoped  that  the  guardians  of  that  institution  may 
early  direct  their  attention  to  the  interesting  field  of 
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research  here  referred  to.  With  kindred  institutions, 
whether  their  object  be  to  collect  or  to  diffuse  know- 
ledge, emidation  may  exist,  but  competition  never. 
A  contribution  to  knowledge,  by  one,  will  always  be  a 
matter  of  rejoicing  to  all. 

Researches  as  to  the  languages  and  customs  of  the 
aboriginal  tribes  of  Central  South  America  will  proba- 
bly confirm,  what  is,  indeed,  already  a  well-founded 
opinion,  that  all  the  different  Indian  races  of  this 
continent  had  a  common  language,  and  hence  a  com- 
mon origin.  But  from  whence  did  they  derive  that 
origin "?  or  is  their  origin  American,  underived,  and 
independent  of  the  continents  of  what  we  have  been 
in  the  habit  of  regarding  as  the  Old  World  ?  This  is, 
no  doubt,  the  most  interesting  question  in  American 
archaeology ;  not  to  the  antiquary  merely,  but  to  the 
whole  of  the  new  race  of  men  that  are  so  rapidly 
supplanting  the  old  one.  There  will  be  no  rest  upon 
the  question,  even  in  the  popular  mind,  until  some 
predominant  public  opinion  upon  it  is  formed,  right 
or  wrong.  It  is  the  business  of  the  antiquary  to  aid 
in  forming  a  right  opinion,  and  to  give  right  reasons 
for  it.  At  present  he  can  intelligently  assert  but  two 
conclusions  upon  the  subject,  —  the  one,  that  all  the 
Indian  races  on  this  continent  had  the  same  language 
and  the  same  origin ;  and  the  other,  that,  some  nine 
hundred  years  since,  the  Northmen  of  Europe  paid  a 
nautical  visit  to  the  Northmen  of  America.  This 
latter  fact,  however,  is  more  of  an  historical  than  an 
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archaeological  character,  and  merely  shows  that  this 
continent  was  accessible  from  the  East,  affording  bnt 
little  other  proof  that  it  was  settled  by  a  people  com- 
ing from  that  direction.  The  older  and  more  favored 
theory  is,  that  the  original  inhabitants  of  the  Ameri- 
can continent  were  of  Asiatic  origin.  This  theory 
probably  arose  from  a  consideration  of  the  near  proxi- 
mity of  parts  of  these  continents,  and  the  compara- 
tively easy  communication  between  them.  And  it  is 
a  remarkable  fact,  that  at  this  moment  there  exists  a 
section  of  our  extensive  race  of  Esquimaux  Indians 
upon  the  west  side  of  Behring's  Straits,  So  that, 
however  it  may  be  as  to  the  original  immigration  of 
the  Indian  race  from  Asia  to  America,  if  it  be  not  so, 
America  has,  by  some  means  or  other,  sent  a  colony 
to  Asia. 

It  must  be  confessed,  however,  that  the  theory  of 
the  Asiatic  origin  of  our  Indian  race,  rests  more  upon 
this  ground  of  general  probability  than  upon  any  very 
specific  proofs,  whether  of  an  historical,  archoeologi- 
cal,  or  traditionary  character.  It  becomes  a  matter  of 
great  interest,  therefore,  to  the  American  antiquary,  to 
inquire  whether  such  proofs  exist,  and,  if  so,  how  they 
are  to  be  developed. 

In  solving  the  problem  as  to  the  common  origin  of 
our  Indian  races,  great  aid  was  derived  from  the  re- 
searches of  our  learned  countrymen,  Mr.'"  Pickering, 
Mr.  Du  Ponceau,  and  others,  into  the  affinities  of  the 
different  Indian  languages.     Such  affinities  were  found 
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to  exist,  so  far  as  examinations  could  be  made,  and 
the  conclusion  in  favor  of  a  common  origin  of  the 
races  became  obvious. 

The  same  course  of  reasoning  suggests  itself  as  a 
legitimate  mode  of  establishing  an  affinity  between 
our  Indian  and  the  Asiatic  races.  Nothing  is  so  tena- 
cious with  a  people  as  their  forms  of  language  and 
their  religious  customs.  But,  as  the  connection  be- 
tween races  of  men  becomes  more  remote,  the  develop- 
ment of  such  proofs  becomes  more  difficult.  Dr. 
Barton,  of  Philadelphia,  and  other  learned  philologists, 
have  instituted  this  mode  of  reasoning  for  the  purpose 
of  identifying  our  Indian  and  the  Tartar  races  of  Asia. 
Striking  affinities  between  their  languages  have  been 
discovered ;  but  a  conclusive  deduction  upon  the  sub- 
ject, requires  further  research  and  a  larger  accumula- 
tion of  facts. 

The  facilities  of  our  countrymen  for  prosecuting 
researches  in  this  department  of  American  archaeology, 
have  been  greatly  increased  within  a  few  years  past. 
We  have  now  more  than  a  thousand  miles  of  coast 
over  against  the  continent  of  Asia,  and  the  Pacific 
islands,  confessedly  of  Asiatic  origin.  Oiir  commerce 
is  almost  literally  at  home  in  those  extensive  and  in- 
teresting regions,  and  is  invitmg  men  of  science  to 
unite  in  exploring  thena.  The  Japan  Islands,  long 
terrce  clausce  et  incognitce,  are  just  opened,  not  only  to 
the  enterprise  of  the  merchant,  but  to  the  researches 
of  the  scholar  ;  and  a  fair  opportunity  is  now  offered 
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to  test,  by  philological  proofs  or  otherwise,  the  truth 
of  the  ingenious,  but  perhaps  fanciful,  theory,  that 
the  archipelago  of  Japanese  and  Aleutian  islands 
were  the  stepping-stones  upon  which  the  forefathers 
of  our  Indian  race  made  their  exodus  from  Asia  to 
America. 

Or  if  we  suppose,  with  many  learned  archeeologists, 
that  there  Avas  a  people  inhabiting  this  continent  long 
anterior  to  the  Indian  race, —  the  authors  of  our  mounds 
and  other  ancient  works,  whose  ancestors  learned  their 
art  at  the  great  mound  where  the  confusion  of  lan- 
guages took  place,  —  that  theory  would  receive  singu- 
lar confirmation  from  the  additional  discovery  of  those 
mysterious  structures  along  the  supposed  highw^ay  of 
national  immigration  to  our  continent. 

Inquiries  of  this  sort,  it  is  obvious,  would  involve 
the  necessity,  not  only  of  much  local  research,  but 
of  resorting  to  the  sources  of  archaeological  and 
philological  facts,  in  relation  to  both  the  eastern  and 
western  continents  ;  and  while,  for  the  treasures  of 
the  one,  resort  would  become  necessary  to  the  col- 
lections of  the  Asiatic  and  other  learned  societies  of 
Europe,  the  sources  of  the  other  would  be  found  in 
the  libraries  and  transactions  of  this  and  other  kindred 
institutions  of  our  own  country. 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  object  of  these  remarks 
is  not  to  state,  much  less  to  discuss,  the  different  theo- 
ries as  to  the  origin  of  the  population  of  this  conti- 
nent, but  to  allude  to  some  departments  of  antiquarian 
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research,  for  the  prosecution  of  which  our  countrymen 
possess  peculiar  facilities. 

The  Librarian,  in  his  Report,  will  renewedly  present 
to  the  Society  the  considerations  in  favor  of  the  early 
publication  of  a  new  catalogue  of  our  Library.  It  is 
a  subject  upon  which  he,  in  common  with  the  librari- 
ans of  the  other  principal  institutions  of  the  country, 
has,  of  late,  bestowed  much  attention ;  and  little  more 
is  necessary  than  to  refer  the  Society  to  his  present 
and  his  former  reports.  The  last  catalogue  of  our 
Library  was  published  in  1837.  Since  that  time,  the 
material  of  our  Library  has  nearly  doubled,  and  a 
reference  to  its  valuable  contents  has  become  incon- 
venient and  embarrassing.  The  volumes  of  the  Library 
have  now  taken  their  new  resting-places,  which  it  is 
hoped  they  may  quietly  occupy  for  ages,  except  as 
they  may  from  time  to  time  be  disturbed  by  the  dili- 
gent hand  of  the  inquirer  after  truth.  So  far,  then, 
as  the  state  of  the  Library  is  concerned,  the  present  is 
an  opportune  period  for  the  publication  of  a  new 
Catalogue. 

But  it  is  a  work  that  will  require  much  labor  in  its 
preparation,  and  no  inconsiderable  outlay  for  its  pub- 
lication. And  in  this  connection  the  Council  ought 
to  say,  that  the  current  and  accumulated  interest  of 
the  twelve-thousand-dollar  fund,  the  only  fund  from 
which  we  can  properly  draw  for  the  purpose  of  defray- 
ing the  expense  of  such  publication,  is  quite  inadequate 
for  that  purpose,  after  answering  the  other  necessary 
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purposes  for  which  it  is  charged.  It  is  true,  the 
Council  might  borrow  the  requisite  amount  from  the 
accumulated  interest  of  the  five-thousand-dollar  fund ; 
but  such  is  their  aversion  to  contracting  any  debt,  that 
they  would  not  owe  one  even  to  themselves.  The 
only  debt  they  hope  ever  to  owe  is  that  of  gratitude 
to  their  benefactors  ;  and,  for  the  payment  of  that,  they 
cheerfully  pledge  their  renewed  efforts  to  promote  the 
objects  of  this  Institution. 

For  the  Council, 

IRA  MOORE   BARTON. 
Boston,  April  25,  1855. 
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Ucport  of  tl)c  iTrcaGurcr. 


THE  TBEASDRER  OP  THE  AMERICAN  ANTIQUARIAN  SOCIETY  RESPECTFULLY  REPORTS, — 


That  the  amount  of  Funds  in  his  hands  at  the  date  of  his  last  Re- 
port, October  14,  1854,  was   

Since  which  time  he  has  received  — 
For  Interest  on  Notes  and  Dividends  on  Bank  Stock,  the  sum  of    . 
For  Copy  of  Colonial  lleoorda  from  the  State 


$28,226.36 

1,079.68 
340.00 

29,646  04 


In  the  same  time  he  has  paid  — 

For  premium  on  Bank  Stock  purchased 2.50 

For  Coal 84.85 

For  Portrait  of  Gov.  Davis,  and  framing  the  same          .         .         .  64.75 

For  Plate-glass  and  setting 9.23 

For  making  Drain 28.21 

For  setting  Curb-stones          .         .         .         .         •         ■         •         •  '^•46 

For  Expenses  of  Mr.  Haven,  in  journey  on  the  service  of  the  Society  26.08 

For  T.  Dinsmore's  Bill  for  Advertising 10.75 

For  Printing  Semi-annual  Report,  paid  John  Wilson  &  Son     .         .  39.01 

For  Sundry  Expenses  paid  by  Mr.  Haven,  as  per  his  account          •  91.11 

For  Land  purchased,  &o 105.2a 

For  Librarian's  Salary,  six  months 450.00 

For  Treasurer's  Compensation,  one  year         .....  30.00 


949.20 


Balance 


28,696.84 


Which  is  invested  as  follows :  — 

On  account  of  Fund  of  $12,000:  — 

In  Notes  with  Mortgage 10,700.00 

In  Blackstone  Bank  Stock 500.00 

In  Citizens'  Bank  Stock 1,100.00 

In  Fitchburg  Bank  Stock 600.00 

In  North  Bank  Stock  (Boston) 500.00 

Cash 49.52 


On  account  of  Fund  of  $5,000: 
In  Citizen's  Bank  Stock 
In  Oxford  Bank  St<K5k    ^       . 
In  Quinsigamond  Bank  Stock 
In  Shawmut  Bank  Stock  (Boston) 
In  Worcester  Bank  Stock 
In  Notes  with  Mortgage 
Cash 


13,449.52 

400.00 
400.00 
1,600.00 
3,700.00 
1,400.00 
7,465.00 
282.32 

15,247.32 


Fund  of  $12,000 
Fund  of  $5,000 


April  17,  1855. 


13,449.52 
15,247.32 


$28,696.84 
SAMUEL  JENNISON,  Treasurer. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAI. 


The  Librarian  has  to  report  an  addition  to  the  Library, 
since  October  last,  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
volumes  of  books  and  one  hundred  and  forty-two 
pamphlets,  besides  a  variety  of  other  matters,  such  as 
sheets  of  laws,  collections  of  broadsides,  handbills, 
cards  of  business  and  ceremony,  engravings,  unbound 
newspapers,  &c.,  which  have  a  permanent  value  when 
assigned  to  their  proper  place  and  connection. 

The  sources  from  whence  accessions  have  been  re- 
ceived are  as  follow :  — 

Usher  Parsons,  M.D Providence,  R.I. 

Rudolph  Garrigue,  Bookseller New  York,  N.Y. 

John  Russell  Smith,  Bookseller  .     .     .     .     .  London,  G.B. 

E.  B.  O'Callaghan,  M.D Albany,  N.Y. 

The  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Sylvester  Judd,  Esq Northampton. 

Miss  Ann  Clark Northampton. 

George  Brinley,  jun.,  Esq Hartford,  Conn. 

The  State  of  New  Hampshire.  ^ 

The  Library  of  Harvard  College. 

James  Lenox,  Esq New  York,  N.Y. 

Mrs.  John  Davis Worcester. 
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Eleazer  Johnson Newburyport. 

Frederic  W.  Paine,  Esq Worcester. 

Rev.  Preserved  Smith Deerfield. 

Rev.  Edward  E.  Hale Worcester. 

Bernard  Quaritch,  Bookseller London,  G.B. 

Rev.  Araory  Gale Lee. 

Hon.  E.  G.  Squier New  York,  N.Y. 

Hon.  R.  C.  Winthrop Boston. 

The  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Rev.  Josiah  P.  Tuston Savannah,  Ga. 

Messrs.  Jordan  and  Norton New  York. 

George  H.  Gray,  Esq Boston.    . 

Charles  Scribner,  Bookseller New  York. 

J.  Wingate  Thornton,  Esq Boston. 

John  Jay  Smith,  Esq Philadelphia. 

The  Boston  Mercantile  Library  Association. 

The  San  Francisco  Mercantile  Library  Association. 

The  State  of  Massachusetts. 

The  American  Unitarian  Association. 

The  Editors  of  the  New  York  Quarterly. 

The  American  Philosophical  Society. 

Neville  B.  Craig,  Esq Pittsburg,  Pa. 

The  Massachusetts  Horticultural  Society. 

The  New  York  Mercantile  Library  Association. 

Rev.  William  B.  Sprague,  D.D Albany,  N.Y. 

Aaron  Clark,  Esq Thompson,  Conn. 

Hon.  William  H.  Seward Auburn,  N.Y. 

Charles  Deane,  Esq Cambridge. 

John  C.  Warren,  M.D Boston. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Crocker Taunton. 

Tal.  P.  ShafFner,  Esq Washington,  D.C. 

The  American  Peace  Society. 

The  American  Baptist  Publication  Society. 

Hon.  John  Wentworth,  M.C. 

William  Brown,  Bookseller London,  G.B. 

The  Pennsylvania  Hospital  for  "the  Insane. 
The  New  Jersey  Historical  Society. 
The  Maryland  Historical  Society. 
-  The  Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 
The  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society. 
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The  Author  of  "  Taghconic." 


O' 


The  United  States  Congress. 

Samuel  H.  Congor,  Esq Newark,  N.J. 

Hon.  Alexander  De  Witt Oxford. 

Francis  Jackson,  Esq Newton. 

J.  Hammond  Trumbull,  Esq Hartford,  Conn. 

The  Trustees  of  Deerfield  Academy. 

Samuel  Jennison,  Esq Worcester. 

Miss  Eliza  Appleton  Haven Portsmouth,  N.H. 

Charles  J.  Hoadly,  Esq Hartford,  Conn. 

The  Mercantile  Library  Association  of  Cincinnati. 

Thaddeus  William  Harris,  M.D Cambridge. 

John  L.  Sibley,  Esq Cambridge. 

The  University  of  New  York. 

Triibner  &  Co.,  Booksellers London,  G.B. 

G.  Parker  Lyon,  Publisher Concord,  N.H. 

The  Trustees  of  the  City  Library  of  Manchester,  N.H. 

Mr.  F.  B.  Eaton Manchester,  N.H. 

Martin  Paine,  M.D New  York. 

Edward  Warner Northampton. 

Rev.  George  Allen Worcester. 

Elisha  Fuller,  Esq Worcester. 

N.  B.  Shurtleff,  M.D Boston. 

Societe  de  Geographic Paris. 

The  Editors  of  The  Boston  Semi-weekly  Courier. 

The  Christian  Watchman  and  Reflector. 

The  Semi-weekly  Advertiser. 

The  Fitchburg  Sentinel. 

Hunt's  Merchants'  Magazine. 

The  Worcester  Spy. 

The  Worcester  ^gis. 

The  Worcester  Journal. 

The  New  York  Churchman. 


Some  valuable  additions  have  been  mB,de  to  the 
series  of  early  laws  and  legislative  journals  of  this 
Commonwealth.      The  imperfect  condition  of  these 
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important  political  and  historical  documents  in  all 
the  libraries  of  the  State  has  been  sufficiently  com- 
mented on  in  former  reports.  Our  own  efforts  to 
supply  deficiencies  continue  to  meet  with  encouraging 
success  ;  and  especial  thanks  are  due  to  a  member  of 
the  Society  residing  out  of  Massachusetts  (George 
Brinley,  jun.,  Esq.,  of  Hartford,  Conn.),  for  the  efforts 
he  has  used,  and  the  liberal  assistance  he  has  rendered, 
towards  the  accomplishment  of  this  object. 

Taking  warning  from  experience  of  the  careless 
manner  in  which  the  printed  documents  of  legislative 
bodies  are  wont  to  be  treated,  and  the  frequent  gaps 
that  usually  exist  in  their  series,  even  in  the  official 
departments  where  they  are  supposed  to  be  preserved, 
the  Society  has,  from  time  to  time,  tendered  its  shelves 
for  the  reception  of  such  publications,  and  its  care 
and  attention  to  their  security.  An  additional  ad- 
vantage has  been  offered  to  the  several  States  and  to 
Congress,  in  the  plan  of  associating  collectively  the 
legislative  records  of  the  whole  country;  thus  com- 
bming  with  security  from  the  chances  of  loss  the 
great  convenience  of  simultaneous  consultation.  It 
must  be  admitted  that  the  purpose  for  which  these 
documents  are  printed  can  in  no  way  be  so  effectually 
promoted  as  by  multiplying  the  places  where  they 
shall  be  deposited  under  .such  circumstances. 

This  desirable  end  cannot,  however,  be  attained 
without  efforts  repeated  and  continued.  The  subject 
has  been  frequently  dwelt  upon  in  previous  reports  ; 
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and,  whenever  it  has  been  brought  forward,  some  bene- 
ficial consequence  has  followed.  Since  its  mention 
in  the  last  report  of  the  Librarian,  two  gentlemen,  J. 
Hammond  Trumbull,  Esq.,  of  Connecticut,  and  I.  A. 
Lapham,  Esq.,  of  Wisconsin,  have  written  to  place 
their  exertions  at  the  service  of  the  Society  for  the 
regular  transmission  of  the  documents  of  their  several 
States.  Mr.  Trumbull  has  already  forwarded  ten 
volumes,  dating  from  1851  to  1854,  inclusive,  as  an 
earnest  of  what  he  is  disposed,  and  may  be  able,  to 
do  hereafter.  Some  unknown  friend  has  sent  five 
volumes  and  a  number  of  legislative  pamphlets  from 
New  Hampshire.  We  have  long  been  accustomed  to 
such  favors  from  Rev.  Dr.  Sprague,  of  Albany ;  and  it 
is  probable  that  more  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  pri- 
vate individuals  than  on  public  officers  for  regular 
and  sustained  attention  to  these  agencies. 

The  council  are  therefore  respectfully  reminded  of 
the  benefit  that  may  accrue  from  endeavors  to  enlist 
the  good  offices  of  personal  friends  or  acquaintances 
in  the  capitals  of  the  several  States. 

The  regular  journals  and  proceedings  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  INIassachusetts,  at  the  last  session,  have  been 
received  from  the  office  of  the  Secretary ;  but,  for  the 
five  volumes  of  the  Colony  Records  recently  sent  to 
the  Library,  the  Society  is  indebted  to  the  personal 
kindness  of  the  editor.  Dr.  Shurtleff.  "" 

The  "  Relations  "  of  the  early  French  missionaries 
were  spoken  of  in  a  former  Report  as  rare  and  valua- 
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ble  historical  documents  which  wc  had  not  the  good 
fortune  to  possess.  Mr.  James  Lenox,  of  New  York, 
a  member  of  the  Society,  has  recently  sent  to  the 
Library  a  volume  of  these  tracts  printed  at  his  private 
expense.  Some  are  reprints  from  very  scarce  copies, 
and  one  has  never  before  been  published.  It  is  very 
possible  that  single  numbers  or  odd  parcels  of  these 
"  Relations  "  may  fall  in  the  way  of  members  of  the 
Society,  who,  unless  attention  was  drawn  to  them, 
might  not  be  aware  of  the  interest  they  possess  to 
this  institution.  They  would  be  exceedingly  accepta- 
ble here,  although  of  little  importance  in  a  private 
library. 

A  few  volumes  have  been  purchased ;  and  some  ex- 
cellent works  have  been  obtained  in  exchange  for 
duplicate  books  and  pamphlets  of  less  value  to  the 
Society. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  our  unbound  pamphlets 
should  be  put  in  a  shape  to  be  made  more  available 
in  this  way.  When  it  is  found  that  there  are  dupli- 
cates, or,  as  is  often  the  case,  triplicates  and  quadru- 
plicates, of  the  same  publication,  it  frequently  happens 
that  they  may  be  exchanged  for  productions  of  equal 
or  greater  value  of  which  we  stand  in  need.  It 
would  be  useful,  therefore,  to  have  prepared  a  list  of 
duplicates,  whether  books,  pamphlets,  or  newspapers, 
as  soon  as  practicable,  noting  the  num.ber  of  copies, 
and  their  condition  with  respect  to  completeness. 
Before   this  can  be  accomplished,  a  good  deal  of 


30 


labor  is  required,  in  the  room  where  they  are  stored, 
in  assorting  and  arranging  such  accumulations ;  and 
a  reasonable  expenditure  could  hardly  otherwise  be 
so  well  employed  as  in  reducing  to  order  those  some- 
what untractable  materials. 

Experience  shows  that,  for  security  and  convenient 
reference,  all  pamphlets  that  are  not  duplicates  should 
be  put  into  binding.  The  expense  is  heavy,  and  often 
seems  to  exceed  the  value  of  the  material ;  but  there 
is  no  evading  its  necessity,  and  no  estimate  of  the 
worth  of  any  production  can  be  regarded  as  a  fair 
criterion  for  the  future.  Even  among  contemporaries, 
what  one  would  reject  as  worthless  another  might 
esteem  of  superior  importance ;  and  with  posterity, 
that  which  is  despised  now  has  the  greater  likelihood 
of  attaining  to  the  -  dignity  and  consequence  of  an 
object  of  virtu.  It  has  been  suggested,  as  an  econo- 
mical mode  of  accomplishing  the  binder's  work 
required  in  a  library,  that,  when  enough  material  has 
been  collected  to  make  it,  in  business  phraseology, 
an  object,  a  man  should  be  employed  by  the  month 
in  the  building  itself  A  favorable  opportunity  is 
thus  afforded  of  effecting  such  slight  repairs  as  are 
always  more  or  less  needed  among  books  in  use,  and 
thus  a  greater  expense  at  some  future  time  be  avoided. 

There  is  another  matter  that  deserves  to  be  attended 
to  in  this  connection.  It  is  frequently  urged:  upon  this 
Society  that  a  complete  list  of  its  entire  collections 
should  be  printed  and  distributed  for  the  convenience 
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of  persons  engaged  in  historical  researches.  About 
five  years  since,  the  Librarian  was  instructed  to  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  publishing  a  new  catalogue 
of  the  Library.  Aware  that  a  matter  seeming  to  the 
inexperienced  easy  and  simple  was  approached  by 
those  better  informed  with  seriousness  proportioned 
to  the  knowledge  of  its  difficulty  and  the  responsibili- 
ties it  involved,  Professor  Jewett,  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  was  applied  to  for  ad^dce  respecting  the 
proper  system  to  be  pursued.  The  attention  he  had 
given  to  the  subject  abroad  and  his  experience  at 
home  had  enhanced  the  natural  value  of  his  judg- 
ment. It  was  just  at  the  time  when  the  question, 
how  a  catalogue  should  be  made,  was  so  violently 
agitated  in  England  with  reference  to  the  library  of 
the  British  Museum ;  a  debate  which  residted  in  the 
decision,  that  a  satisfactory  catalogue  could  not  be 
published  without  an  expenditure  of  time  and  money 
greater  than  its  utility  would  justify,  and  that  an 
imperfect  one,  besides  the  discredit  attending  it,  would 
answer  very  little  useful  purpose.  Hence  most  of 
the  great  libraries  of  Europe  are  without  printed 
catalogues. 

It  should  be  stated  that  this  decision  was  restricted 
to  libraries  of  reference  without  circulation.  In  a 
constantly  increasing  library,  it  was  argued  that  no 
printed  catalogue  would  determine  that  any  particular 
book  was  not  in  the  collection,  as  it  might  have  been 
subsequently  added ;  and  as  any  book  that  was  there 
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could  be  examined  only  on  the  spot  where  the  manu- 
script catalogue  could  be  referred  to,  it  was  better  to 
rely  wholly  upon  that,  resorting  to  correspondence 
to  ascertain  the  presence  of  any  book  desired,  and 
depending  upon  bibliographical  lists  for  information 
as  to  what  works  have  been  written  on  particular 
subjects.  To  these  considerations  was  added  that  of 
the  small  circulation  to  be  anticipated  for  an  expensive 
catalogue ;  showing  that  its  utility,  even  under  the 
most  favorable  view  of  its  advantages,  must  be  ex- 
tremely circumscribed. 

Professor  Jewett  was  then  engaged  in  maturing  a 
plan  of  publishing,  on  behalf  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  a  general  catalogue  of  all  the  works  to  be 
found  in  the  libraries  of  this  country. 

This  scheme  aimed  at  a  number  of  results  of  the 
highest  interest  and  importance.  As  a  bibliographical 
guide,  its  value  would  be  exceedingly  great.  It  would 
secure  uniformity  in  the  expression  of  titles,  and  the 
best  and  most  accurate  method  of  expression.  It 
would  reveal  the  literary  deficiencies  of  the  country, 
and  lead  to  their  supply ;  and,  under  the  system  of 
execution  proposed  by  him,  it  would  save  the  labor 
of  repeating  the  title  of  a  book  in  the  list  of  every 
library  where  it  might  chance  to  be. 

Our  application  gave  additional  stimulus  to  Prof. 
Jewett's  exertions.  It  is  well  known  th^t  he  pro- 
ceeded to  develop  his  view  of  the  principles  that 
should  govern  the  construction  of  a  catalogue ;  that 
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it  was  approved  by  a  commission  of  which  our  late 
President,  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  was  chairman ;  and 
that  a  mode  of  stereotyping  was  devised,  having  among 
other  advantages  that  of  greatly  reduced  expense. 
With  such  facilities,  it  was  proposed  that  every  title 
of  a  book  should  constitute  a  type  by  itself,  movable 
and  transferable,  so  that  it  might  be  used,  not  for  one 
particular  catalogue  only,  but  for  all  in  whose  lists 
these  titles  were  found. 

It  was  also  proposed  that  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion should  become  the  stereotyper  and  publisher  of 
the  catalogues  of  all  the  libraries  of  the  country, 
retaining  the  stereotypes  of  the  titles,  with  a  con- 
stantly diminishing  necessity  of  adding  to  the  number, 
till  ultimately  it  would  be  able,  not  only  to  issue  a 
general  catalogue  of  all  the  libraries,  but  to  furnish 
at  a  comparatively  trifling  cost  to  institutions  perfect 
lists  of  their  own  collections,  and  just  the  number  of 
copies  that  their  immediate  wants  might  require. 

The  Commission  to  which  the  subject  had  been 
submitted  by  the  Smithsonian  Institution  made  a 
report  highly  approving  the  entire  scheme  of  Prof. 
Jewett,  and  recommending  that  the  libi'ary  of  Con- 
gress should  be  the  first  to  which  the  bibliographical 
principles  and  the  mechanical  devices  of  the  plan 
should  be  applied. 

Another  reason  why  it  was  thought  best  that  a 
publication  by  the  Antiquarian  Society  should  be 
deferred  for  a  time,  existed  in  the  fact  that  a  general 
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catalogue  of  American  works  was  supposed  to  be  on 
the  eve  of  completion  by  Mr.  Henry  Stevens,  of  Lon- 
don. In  1848  the  Society  subscribed  a  considerable 
sum  towards  the  expense  of  this  enterprise,  not  to  be 
paid,  however,  till  the  work  was  ready  for  the  press. 
One  part  of  the  plan  of  Mr.  Stevens  was  to  note,  in 
connection  with  each  title,  the  principal  libraries 
where  the  book  might  be  found.  Partly  to  avoid 
disagreement  in  the  phraseology  of  titles,  and  partly 
on  account  of  the  assistance  to  be  derived  from  this 
catalogue,  it  seemed  desirable  to  have  it  precede  that 
of  this  Society. 

And,  finally,  having  regard  to  the  convenience  of 
preparation,  every  possible  diminution  of  such  a  la- 
bor being  worth  considering,  it  was  deemed  advisable 
to  postpone  .  the  whole  matter  till  the  Library  should 
be  removed  to  its  more  accessible  accommodations  in 
the  new  building. 

The  last-named  contingency  has  happened,  and  the 
books  and  pamphlets  are  in  a  favorable  situation  to 
be  subjected  to  whatever  processes  the  compilation  of 
a  new  catalogue  may  require. 

It  is  understood  that  some  progress  has  been  made 
in  preparing  a  catalogue  of  the  library  of  Congress ; 
but  the  sum  appropriated  for  the  purpose  by  the 
National  Legislature  is  nearly  exhausted,  and  a  fur- 
ther supply  will  be  required  for  the  contin;uance  of 
the  work.  Circumstances  also  render  it  propable 
that  no  definite  time  can  be  assigned  for  the  reduction. 
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to  a  practical  and  operative  system,  of  those  mechani- 
cal arrangements  that  have  been  referred  to. 

It  appears,  moreover,  that  the  enterprise  of  Mr 
Stevens  has  been  suspended,  or  its  completion  deferred, 
for  an  uncertain  period. 

The  circumstances  under  which  the  action  of  this 
Society,  in  reference  to  printing  a  new  catalogue,  was 
postponed,  have  therefore  materially  changed ;  and 
the  question  seems  now  to  rest  on  its  intrinsic  expe- 
diency. 

The  principal  objections  are,  that  the  expense 
would  be  very  considerable ;  that  the  diffusion  of 
information  by  such  means  is  limited  by  the  small 
circulation  to  be  anticipated  for  such  a  work;  that 
this  is  a  library  of  reference  simply ;  and,  as  books  are 
consulted  in  the  building  only,  a  manuscript  catalogue 
answers  every  necessary  purpose. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  contents  of  our  Library  are 
of  a  somewhat  .peculiar  character,  and  there  is  no 
general  catalogue  or  bibliographical  register  of  Ameri- 
can publications  to  guide  the  inquirer  who  is  looking 
for  sources  of  information  local  to  this  country. 

A  very  large  portion  of  our  list  coiisists  of  the 
titles  of  tracts  and  minor  publications,  that  have  not 
heretofore  been  preserved  to  any  great  extent,  or 
registered  uidividually  in  other  institutions  ;  a  cir- 
cumstance  that  imparts  to  our  catalogue  a  peculiar 
bibliographical  interest,  and  renders  it  a  very  accepta- 
ble object  of  distribution. 
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As  there  are  remaining  a  good  many  bundles  of  the 
sheets  of  the  catalogue  of  1837,  it  may  be  necessary 
to  print  only  the  new  titles  that  have  been  added 
since  that  period,  which  are,  probably,  about  equal  m 
number  to  those  of  the  former  work. 

If  the  publication  of  a  fully  descriptive  catalogue, 
on  the  most  approved  scientific  principles,  is  deemed 
too  great  an  undertaking,  there  are  examples  of  a 
condensed  form  that  are  regarded  as  very  serviceable 
and  satisfactory.  An  index  to  the  contents  of  the 
Public  Library  of  Boston,  of  that  character,  was  issued 
last  year ;  and  an  excellent  compressed  catalogue  of 
the  Mercantile  Library  has  been  printed,  where  each 
title  occupies  but  a  single  line,  but  every  book  is  en- 
tered under  the  name  of  its  author,  and  also  under  a 
word  or- phrase  expressing  its  subject-matter,  so  that, 
if  either  the  author,  the  subject,  or  the  title,  is  known, 
it  may  be  easily  found. 

The  most  economical  course,  and  that  which  in- 
volves the  least  expenditure  of  time,  is  simply  to 
print  a  supplement  to  the  present  catalogue,  in  which 
case  it  would  probably  be  advisable  to  'conform  to 
the  system  there  adopted. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

SAMUEL  F.  HAVEN. 
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PROCEEDINGS. 


ANNUAL    MEETING,    OCTOBER    22,    1855, 


AT  THS 


TTATX  OF  THE  SOCIETT  IN  WORCESTER. 


Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury,  President,  in  the  cliair. 

The  record  of  the  last  meeting  was  read. 

The  several  Reports  of  the  Council,  the  Treasurer, 
and  the  Librarian,  were  read. 

Voted  to  accept  these  Reports,  and  that  they  be 
printed  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  of 
Publication. 

Hon.  Ira  M.  Barton,  and  Dwight  Foster,  Esq., 
were  appointed  a  Committee  to  audit  the  Treasurer's 
account. 

Voted  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Notice  was  given  that  Dr.  John  Green  had  ex- 
pressed a  wish  to  retire  from  the  Council,  as,  on 
account  of  frequent  absence  from  town,  and  other 
engagements,  he  would  be  unable  to  attend  its  meet- 
ings. 


Voted  that  a  Committee  of  Nomination  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Chair. 

Nathaniel  B.  Shurtleff,  M.D.,  Hon.  Thomas  Kinni- 
cutt,  and  Charles  Deane,  Esq.,  having  been  selected 
for  that  purpose,  made  report;  and  the  gentlemen 
named  in  the  following  list  were  unanimously 
elected :  — » 

President. 

Hon.  STEPHEN  SALISBURY of  Worcester. 

Vice-PresidenU, 

Rev.  WILLIAM  JENKS,  D.D Boston. 

Hon.  LEVI  LINCOLN,  LL.D Worcester. 

CounciL 

Hon.  EMORY  WASHBURN,  LL.D Worcester. 

Hon.  ISAAC   DAVIS,  LL.D. Worcester. 

GEORGE  LIVERMORE,  Esq.    > Cambridge. 

NATHANTEL  B.  SHURTLEFF,  M.D. Boston. 

CHARLES  FOLSOM,  Esq Cambridge. 

Hon.  IRA  M.  BARTON Worcester. 

Hon.  THOMAS  KINNnCUTT Worcester. 

Hon.  PLINY  MERRICK,  LL.D> Boston. 

Hon.  JOHN  P.  BIGELOW •    •    •  Boston. 

SAMUEL  F.  HAVEN,  Esq Worcester. 

Secretary  of  Foreign  Correspondence. 

JARED   SPARKS,  LL.D Cambridge. 

Secretary  of  Domestic  Correspondence. 

Hon.  benjamin  F.  THOMAS,  LL.D Worcester. 

Recording  Secretary. 

Bbv.  EDWARD  E.  HALE Worcester. 

Treasurer. 

SAMUEL  JENNISON,  Esq Worcester. 

Committee  of  Publication, 

SAMUEL  F.  HAVEN,  Esq Worcester. 

Rev.  EDWARD  E.  HALE Worcester. 

GEORGE  UVERMORE,  Esq.    . • Cxmbridoe. 


Voted  to  proceed  to  the  election  of  members. 
The  following  gentlemen,  having  been  recommend- 
ed by  the  Council,  were  unanimously  elected :  — - 


Hon.  Lemuel  Shaw,  LL.D.  . 
Charles  C.  Little,  E^q.     . 
Pardon  D.  Tiffany,  Esq.    . 
Hon.  Chandler  E.  Potter  . 
Hon.  AViLLiAJi  R.  Staples  . 
John  Carter  Brown,  LL.D. 
Evert  A.  Duyckinck,  Esq. 
William  \.  Whitehead,  Esq. 
William  W.  Mather,  LL.D, 
HoHw  Tho.ma3  H.  Benton 
Hon.  .John  F.  Cushman   .    . 
Hon.  Maturin  L.  Fisher     . 
Mens.  E.  F.  Jomard     .    .    . 


On  motion  of  Hon.  Levi  Lincoln, 


from  Massachu-setts. 


New  Hampshire. 
Rhode  Island. 

New  York. 

New  Jersey. 

Ohio. 

Missouri. 

Mississippi. 

Iowa. 

France. 


Voted  to  authorize  the  Council  to  expend  a  sum, 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  in  improving  the 
appearance  of  the  Society's  building  and  the  grounds 
about  it. 


Voted  to  dissolve  the  meeting. 


AUest, 


SAMUEL  F.  HAVEX,  Rec.  Sec. 

Pro  tempore. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COUNCIL. 


It  is  in  obedience  to  a  requirement  of  the  Con- 
stitution, that  the  Council  are  accustomed  to  ren- 
der a  formal  report  to  the  Society  at  each  of  its 
stated  meetings.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
events  of  importance  have  always  transpired,  or  that 
proceedings  have  been  had  of  consequence  to  be 
communicated.  When  the  Reports  of  the  Treasurer 
and  the  Librarian  have  been  presented,  it  only  re- 
mains for  the  Council  to  confer  with  the  Society 
upon  such  topics  of  common  interest  as  may  suggest 
themselves  at  the  time.  The  frequency  of  these 
occasions  precludes  the  possibility  of  maintaining 
much  novelty  in  the  subjects  referred  to,  or  any 
great  variety  in  the  mode  of  discussing  them.  We 
all  know  that  the  resources  of  the  Society  do  not 
permit  the  undertaking  of  very  numerous  or  very 
important  enterprises,  and  that  there  is  great  same- 
ness and  quietude  in  the  manner  of  making  its 
collections  subserve  the  purposes  of  its  foundation. 


Gradual  accumulations,  and  the  daily  use  of  its  stores 
of  information,  are  the  ordinary  characteristics  of  its 
condition;  while  its  officers  are  always  anxious  to 
discover  and  embrace  opportunities  of  effecting  pur- 
poses of  special  utility,  and  of  advancing  the  value 
and  the  credit  of  the  institution. 

There  may  be  advantages  in  taking  a  survey  of  our 
appropriate  field  of  action  at  frequent  intervals,  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  in  what  direction  exertions 
may  be  most  judiciously  applied;  and,  from  lading 
open  the  subject  to  members,  and  freshening  their 
minds  in  regard  to  the  existing  position  of  things, 
useful  suggestions,  or  other  valuable  benefits,  may 
accrue.  It  is  desirable  to  know  what  is  doing,  or  has 
been  done,  and  what  remains  to  be  accomplished,  for 
the  advancement  of  archaeological  science  in  the 
country ;  and  this  is  a  proper  topic  of  consideration 
and  consultation  when  members  are  brought  together. 

Circumstances  do  not  call  for  such  extraordinary 
efforts  as  were  requisite  at  an  earlier  period;  nor 
do  they  offer  a  similar  prospect  of  new  and  striking 
discoveries  to  occupy  the  attention,  and  employ  the 
means,  of  the  Society.  Perhaps  all  has  been  done, 
relating  to  antiquities  proper,  that  can  be  effected  in 
the  way  of  determining  their  nature  and  probable 
design.  It  is  believed  that  all  their  varieties,  and 
their  principal  localities,  have  been  ascertained ;  and, 
although  many  remains  have  had  no  particular  de- 
scription or  delineation,  they  are  not  imagined  to  be 
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such  as  would  throw  any  new  light  on  their  purpose 
or  the  era  of  their  construction. 

When  this  Society  was  established,  in  1812,  the 
men  of  science  and  observation,  who,  a  quarter  of  a 
century  before,  were  prominent  for  the  attention  they 
gave  to  the  archaeology  of  the  country,  had  mostly 
passed  away,  or  had  ceased  to  take  an  active  part  in 
such  investigations.  They  had  left  a  legacy  of  theo- 
ries, not  very  harmonious  or  satisfactory,  and  a  record 
of  observations,  which,  if  developing  the  existence  of 
numerous  and  remarkable  relics,  had  not  been  sub- 
jected to  minute  or  comparative  scrutiny.  Their 
speculations  on  the  origin  of  American  population 
were,  to  a  great  extent,  of  an  a  priori  character,  and 
founded  chiefly  upon  external  evidence,  which  inter- 
nal discoveries  were  sometimes  warped  or  colored  to 
sustain.  They  believed,  many  of  them,  that  the 
Hebrew  descent  of  at  least  a  portion  of  the  aborigines 
was  indicated  by  certain  customs,  words,  and  phrases 
in  use  with  them.  The  advent  of  Phoenician  navi- 
gators found  classical  support  in  the  accounts  of  the 
voyages  and  discoveries  of  that  commercial  people; 
and  French  academicians  had  declared,  that  the 
inscription  on  the  Dighton  Rock  was  composed 
of  Phoenician  characters.  That  was  before  the 
Danish  antiquaries  had  proclaimed  their  i;iational 
right  and  ability  to  iuterpret  them.  It  was  also  at 
a  time  when  the  simple  inference  of  an  unscientific 
observer  like  Washington  seems  to  have  made  little 


impression.  When  fac-similes  of  the  marks  and 
figures  taken  by  Profs.  Sewall  and  Winthrop  were 
shown  to  Washington  at  Cambridge,  in  1789,  he 
remarked,  that  in  early  life,  while  travelling  through 
the  Indian  country,  he  had  often  seen  similar  inscrip- 
tions, that  were  unquestionably  the  work  of  the 
natives,  —  a  fact  to  which  his  hearers  do  not  appear 
to  have  given  the  weight  it  deserved. 

A  Scythian  or  Tartar  derivation  was  supposed  to 
be  manifested  by  the  physiognomy,  complexion,  and 
habits  of  the  Indians ;  and  there  had  been  asser- 
tions, supported  by  direct  testimony  seemingly  deserv- 
ing of  confidence,  that,  in  the  Southern  and  Western 
wilds,  communities  of  men  had  been  seen,  of  a  lighter 
shade  of  complexion,  but  otherwise  of  Indian  ap- 
pearance, speaking  the  Welsh  language,  possessing 
manuscripts  in  that  tongue,  and  traditions  believed 
to  refer  to  the  alleged  migration  of  jNIadoc,  the  Welsh 
prince.  As  early  as  Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  time,  rumors 
were  circulated  that  Welsh  phrases  and  exclamations 
had  been  heard  among  the  savages  on  our  coasts. 

All  means  at  their  command  of  solving  these 
ethnological  mysteries  were  carefiJly  studied  by  the 
scholars  of  the  day.  Vocabularies  of  native  lan- 
guages were  compared ;  physical  traits,  customs  and 
arts  and  relics  of  antiquity,  were  objects  of  earnest 
consideration ;  but  none  of  these  materials  of  opinion 
were  sufficiently  complete  or  comprehensive  to  sustain 
very  definite   conclusions.     Out   of   them,   however, 
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had  sprung  a  proposition  at  variance  with  the  hypo- 
thesis of  a  diversity  of  origin ;  viz.,  that  the  abori- 
gines of  the  vrhole  American  continent  were  of  one 
identical  race. 

The  sources  of  confusion  and  perplexity  had  great- 
ly multiplied  at  the  period  of  the  organization  of  this 
institution.  Cemeteries  of  little  graves,  but  two  or 
three  feet  in  length,  containing  human  bones  bearing 
marks  of  maturity,  had  been  observed  in  several 
localities.  In  other  places,  bones  of  prodigious 
dimensions,  also  declared  to  be  human,  were  dis- 
interred. These  naturally  gave  rise  to  a  belief, 
among  the  credulous,  in  the  former  existence  of 
both  pigmies  and  giants  in  the  mysterious  West. 
To  add  to  the  numerous  causes  of  eiTor  and  mis- 
representation, there  was  published  in  London,  in 
1808,  a  work  purporting  to  be  the  travels  of  Thomas 
Ashe,  Esq.,  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  the  rivers 
Alleghany,  Monongahela,  Ohio,  and  Mississippi;  in 
which  marvellous  and  absurd  accounts  of  wonderful 
discoveries  were  fabricated,  combined  with  a  know- 
ledge of  places,  persons,  and  events,  sufficient  to  give 
the  narrative  plausibility,  and  seasoned  with  almost 
indiscriminate  abuse  of  American  institutions,  and 
the  character  and  customs  of  the  inhabitants. 

There  was  a  pressing  demand  for  more  light  on  the 
archaeology  of  the  United  States,  if  not  on  that  of 
the  whole  American  continent.  The  combining  of 
gentlemen,  disposed  to  promote  such  inquiries,  into 
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an  association  for  mutual  encouragement  and  united 
action,  naturally  followed ;  and  from  that  sprang,  not 
only  the  general  survey  of  Western  antiquities,  pub- 
lished by  the  Society,  but  many  narratives  and 
essays  of  an  authentic  and  instructive  nature,  by 
indi\'iduals  who  were  then  or  afterwards  members. 
The  "  Journal  of  a  Tour  into  the  Territory  west 
of  the  AUeghanies,"  by  Rev.  Dr.  Harris  (an  on- 
ginal  associate),  printed  in  1805,  was  almost  the 
only  trustworthy  text-book  on  these  subjects  at  that 
time,  and  is  often  regarded  as  containing  the  first 
authentic  account  of  Western  earth-works,  accompa- 
nied with  drawings  and  scientific  comments.  But  in 
magazines  and  periodicals*  and  in  communications  to 
the  few  learned  organizations  then  existing,  many 
ancient  remains  had  been  described,  and,  in  some 
cases,  plans  had  been  given.  Yet  no  attempt  had 
been  made  at  a  general  survey  and  comparison  of  the 
relics  of  antiquity,  and  a  comprehensive  representa- 
tion of  their  nature,  extent,  peculiarities,  and  situa- 
tion with  respect  to  one  another  and  the  general 
topography  of  the  country. 

This  was  the  object  aimed  at  in  the  "  Archseo- 
logia  Americana."  The  demand  was  for  facts  and 
details.  These  were  furnished,  so  far  as  the  means 
of  information  permitted ;  and  it  is  remarkable  how 
nearly  com.plete  they  proved  to  be, —  little  of  novelty 
respecting  the  character  of  the  remains  being  subse- 
quently detected  in  the  same  regions ;  although  new 
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localities  and  additional  illustrations  were,  of  course, 
discovered  as  the  country  was  explored. 

The  material  evidences  of  ancient  art  and  occu- 
pation in  the  United  States  being  thus  favorably- 
developed,,  the  subject  of  antiquities  proper  was  left 
to  the  chances  of  incidental  and  occasional  elucida- 
tion, until  time  and  circumstances  should  be  ripe  for 
their  re-examination  on  a  broader  scale  of  survey,  with 
greater  facilities  of  access  and  inspection. 

In  the  mean  time,  a  new  basis  of  research  into  the 
history  and  affinities  of  races  was  beginning  to  en- 
gage the  attention  of  archaeologists.  From  1806  to 
1817,  the  learned  compilers  of  the  Mithridates  —  the 
Adelungs,  Vater,  and  William  von  Humboldt  —  were 
engaged  in  collecting  vocabularies  or  specimens  of  all 
the  known  dialects  of  man.  Great  results  were  anti- 
cipated from  a  comparison  of  the  names  of  things 
and  attributes  in  different  tongues ;  and  indications 
of  affinity  and  derivation,  beaming  with  historic 
light,  were  expected  to  reward  the  investigator.  Al- 
though yielding  important  revelations,  this  historico- 
philological  system  was  not  destined  to  produce  its 
most  valuable  frnits,  until  grammatical  forms,  instead 
of  words,  were  made  the  test  of  connection  or  descent ; 
as  every  name  or  expression  might  die  out  of  a  lan- 
guage, while  the  grammatical  structure  would  remain, 
and  conform  to  itself  whatever  new  words  were  in- 
troduced. 

It  was  one  of  the  objects  of  highest  interest,  among 
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philologists  everywhere,  to  determiae  the  connection, 
if  any,  between  American  languages  and  those  of  the 
Old  World,  as  a  means  of  tracing  the  origin  of  popu- 
lation here  more  certain  than  any  other.  The  mate- 
rials for  an  observation  of  the  question  from  that 
point  of  view,  which  have  from  time  to  time  been 
furnished  in  this  country,  are  considerable  in  amount, 
and  much  talent  and  erudition  have  been  applied  to 
their  arrangement  and  exposition.  In  the  Spanish 
dominions  of  both  continents,  grammars  and  diction- 
aries of  the  principal  dialects  were  prepared,  and 
in  some  instances  printed,  soon  after  the  conquest 
was  completed.  In  the  United  States,  missionaries 
collected  vocabularies  wherever  they  attempted  to 
plant  the  cross.  In  New  England,  Roger  Williams, 
Eliot,  and  Cotton,  not  to  mention  less  distinguished 
apostles  among  the  natives,  laid  a  solid  foimdation 
for  a  successful  study  of  that  radical  form  of  speech 
which  is  most  widely  diffused  on  this  side  of  the 
Mississippi.  The  younger  Jonathan  Edwards  was 
prepared  for  the  light  he  shed  on  the  genius  of  the 
language,  by  learning  to  speak  it  in  childhood  as  a 
mother-tongue;  and  it  was  his  educated  ear  that 
first  recognized  in  the  nomenclature  of  distant  and 
apparently  disconnected  tribes  the  same  roots  of 
words,  and  the  same  idiomatic  forms  of  expression, 
that  were  used  in  New  England.  The  Moravians 
contributed  lexicons  and  grammatical  treatises  of 
great  value.      So  far,  then,  as  the  Algonkin  family 
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of  dialects  is  concerned,  we  ought  to  be  able  to 
comprehend  the  philosophy  of  its  syntax,  and  to  in- 
terpret accurately  the  signification  of  its  names. 

It  is  a  suggestion  upon  which  it  might  not  be 
inappropriate  to  dwell,  if  time  permitted,  —  that  of 
preparing,  on  a  greater  or  less  scale,  explanatory 
tables  of  those  euphonious  names  of  rivers,  lakes, 
and  regions  of  countiy,  that  have  been  inherited  from 
their  original  possessors.  It  has,  we  believe,  never 
been  systematically  attempted  upon  any  general  plan, 
and  would  form  an  appropriate  article  for  publication 
if  compiled  for  this  Society. 

Mr.  Bancroft  well  describes  the  wide  range  of  the 
Algonkin  when  he  says,  "  It  was  the  mother-tongue 
of  those  who  greeted  the  colonists  of  Raleigh  at 
Roanoke,  of  those  who  welcomed  the  Pilgrims  at 
Plymouth.  It  was  heard  from  the  Bay  of  Gaspe  to 
the  Valley  of  Des  Moines ;  fr-om  Cape  Fear,  and  it 
may  be  from  the  Savannah,  to  the  land  of  the  Esqui- 
maux; from  the  Cumberland  River  of  Kentucky  to 
the  southern  bank  of  the  Mississippi.  It  was  spoken, 
though  not  exclusively,  in  a  territory  that  extended 
through  sixty  degrees  of  longitude,  and  more  than 
twenty  degrees  of  latitude." 

It  is  fortunate  that,  for  the  interpretation  of  a  form 
of  speech  that  prevailed  over  so  large  a  portion  of 
the  United  States,  we  have  not  only  vocabularies  and 
elementary  treatises,  but  that  most  elaborate  practical 
illustration  and  example  of  its  sense  and  structure,  — 
the  Bible  of  Eliot. 
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Dr.  Barton  and  Mr.  Duponceau,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Mr.  Pickering,  of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Gallatin, 
of  New  York,  divide  among  them  the  honor  of  aim- 
ing to  grasp  the  whole  subject  of  American  languages, 
and,  by  means  of  scientific  analysis,  to  develop  their 
nature  and  affinities.  Of  these,  !Mr.  Gallatin  was  the 
last  and  most  devoted.  With  him  it  was  a  study  of 
more  than  twenty  years'  duration ;  and,  in  addition 
to  all  that  he  accomplished,  he  had  conceived  the 
idea  of  combining  the  results  of  his  investigations, 
which  were  nearlv  co-extensive  with  the  two  conti- 
nents,  and  gi'ving  to  his  philological  deductions  their 
proper  ethnological  application.  But,  although  the 
great  age  to  which  he  had  attained  did  not  impair 
his  zeal  or  apparently  diminish  his  capacity,  it  left 
him  no  more  time  for  such  pursuits ;  and  his  design 
was  bequeathed  as  a  trust  that  no  one  has  yet  ven- 
tured to  accept  and  fulfil. 

Mr.  Gallatin  was  firmly  convinced  that  the  abori- 
gines of  this  continent  were  of  one  race  and  one 
original  language,  that  afforded  no  evidence  of  being 
derived  from  any  other  known  tongue:  Although  at 
a  loss  to  account  for  a  single  instance  of  a  mono- 
syllabic dialect,  the  Otomi,  he  did  not  admit  the 
influence  of  any  foreign  nation  upon  the  native- 
American  speech,  which  he  regarded  as  having  been 
transplanted  from  the  Old  "World  before  historical 
nations  had  an  existence. 

Notwithstanding  the  respect  paid  to  his  opinions. 
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they  have  not  been  received  as  decisive.  Traces  of 
affinity  mth  the  dialects  of  the  Polynesians,  and 
some  Tartar  tribes  of  Northern  Asia,  are  asserted 
by  some  writers  to  be  perceptible,  and  to  be  indicative 
of  ancient  connection  or  intercourse;  and  a  closer 
scrutiny,  it  is  conjectured,  may  modify  the  views 
entertained  of  the  original  and  independent  structm-e 
claimed  for  American  dialects. 

The  field  is  open  and  promising  to  any  aspirant  for 
philological  fame.  It  is  too  late  in  life  for  that  vete- 
ran collector  of  every  kind  of  information  relating 
to  the  Indians,  Mr.  Schoolcraft,  who  has  so  well  illus- 
trated the  history  and  language  of  the  Iroquois. 
His  whole  experience,  and  his  imrivalled  stores  of 
fact,  are  nov/  being  presented  to  the  public  at  the 
national  expense,  and  in  a  style  of  art  most  credita- 
ble to  the  government.  The  elaborate  grammar  and 
dictionary  of  the  Dakota  language,  edited  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Riggs  and  published  by  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, is  another  important  and  recent  source  of 
light  to  the  inquirer.  The  materials  accumulated 
by  private  exertions,  and  by  the  Indian  department 
at  Washington,  it  is  to  be  hoped  may  ere  long  tempt 
some  of  our  linguists  to  carry  out  a  purpose  similar 
to  that  contemplated  by  Mr.  Gallatin. 

The  science  of  physiology,  as  a  means  of  elucidat- 
ing  the  archseology  of  the  country,  has  not  been 
neglected.  The  natives  have  been  compared  with 
the  Mongols  and  Malays  almost  from  the  beginning 


17 

of  acquaintance  with  them,  and  a  striking  resem- 
blance to  both  pronounced  to  be  observable.  The 
remark  of  Ledyard  the  traveller,  that  the  Siberians 
universally  and  substantially  resembled  the  aborigines 
he  had  been  accustomed  to  see  about  his  home  in 
Connecticut,  is  often  referred  to.  Smibert  the  paint- 
er, when  he  landed  at  Newport  with  Bishop  Berkeley 
and  saw  some  of  the  Xarragansett  tribe,  was  forcibly 
reminded  of  the  Tartar  faces  he  had  painted  for  the 
Duke  of  Tuscany.  Jefferson  declared  himself  in 
doubt  as  to  which  should  be  regarded  as  descendants 
from  the  other ;  and  the  learned  Dr.  ^Mitchell,  in  his 
lectures  on  natural  history  and  in  the  publications 
of  our  Society,  has  enlarged  upon  the  similitude. 

Dr.  Pickering,  the  ethnologist  of  the  Exploring 
Expedition,  says  the  first  glance  at  the  Calilbmians 
satisfied  him  of  their  Malay  affinitv,  and  even  suo-- 
gests  that  the  Cherokees  and  Chippewas  are  ^lalays. 
But,  with  this  general  resemblance,  a  closer  obser- 
vation has  always  detected  essential  points  of  differ- 
ence in  the  form  of  the  nose,  in  the  hair,  and  in  the 
skull. 

The  credit  of  having  first  suggested  a  comparison 
of  crania,  as  a  basis  of  classification  for  the  varieties 
of  mankind,  is  ascribed,  by  Cardinal  Wiseman,  to 
our  provincial  governor,  Pownal,  —  a  man  not  more 
remarkable  for  his  sagacious  political  insight  than 
for  his  love  of  science  and  antiquarian  research. 
Upon  another  subject,  —  that  of  the  currents  of  the 
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ocean,  since  so  admirably  illustrated  by  our  distin- 
guished countryman,  Lieut.  Maury,  and  one  that  is  in- 
timately connected  with  the  chance  advent  of  ancient 
navigators  to  our  shores,  — •  he  shared  with  Frank- 
lin projects  and  opinions  that  were  in  advance  of  his 
time.  Unfortunately,  but  few  of  his  philosophical 
and  archaeological  tracts  are  to  be  found  in  American 
libraries.  His  suggestion  respecting  the  fonn  of  the 
skull  as  a  test  of  race  is  in  Knox's  "  New  Collection 
of  Voyages,"  printed  in  1766 ;  and,  in  the  same  pas- 
sage, he  remarks  that  the  Americans  "  are  the  same 
race  of  people  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the 
other,  and  are  the  same  race  or  family  as  the  Tartars, 
—  precisely  of  the  same  color,  of  the  same  form  of 
skull,  of  the  siame  species  of  hau",  not  to  mention  the 
language  and  their  names." 

From  whatever  soui'ce  the  idea  was  derived,  it  was 
soon  adopted  by  the  leading  ethnologists  of  Europe 
as  affording  the  most  reliable  criterion  of  national 
lineage.  The  position  achieved  by  Dr.  Morton,  of 
Philadelphia,  in  this  department  of  science,  is  of  the 
highest  prominence  abroad  as  well  as  at  home.  His 
cabinet  of  crania  is  said  to  have  been  the  most  com- 
plete which  had  been  collected ;  and  the  fidelity  of 
his  comparisons,  and  the  learning  and  ability  dis- 
played in  his  deductions,  have  everywhere"  been 
highly  appreciated. 

The  venerable  Dr.  John  C.  Warren  first  examined 
and  reported  upon  the  crania  taken  from  Western 
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mounds,  but  had  not  the  means  of  bringing  together 
any  great  number  or  variety  of  specimens. 

It  is  an  apparently  significant  coincidence,  that  the 
physiological  researches  of  Dr.  Morton  led  him  to 
conclusions  almost  precisely  accordant  with  those 
to  which  the  study  of  dialects  had  brought  Mr.  Gal- 
latin. They  differed  on  the  question  of  including  the 
Esquimaux  among  the  original  American  people  ; 
but,  with  this  exception,  they  agreed  in  the  convic- 
tior  that  the  latter  were  of  one  race,  and  that  there 
wei  3  no  direct  or  obvious  links  between  the  people  of 
the  Old  World  and  the  New. 

jjr.  Morton  went  so  far  as  to  say,  in  one  of  his 
latest  ethnological  treatises,  published  some  years 
aft  3r  his  great  work,  the  "  Crania  Americana,"  that, 
ev"n  if  it  should  be  hereafter  shown  that  the  arts, 
sciences,  and  religion  of  America,  can  be  traced  to  an 
ej.otic  source,  he  maintained  that  the  organic  cha- 
racters of  the  people  themselves,  through  all  their 
endless  ramifications  of  tribes  and  nations,  prove 
tiJem  to  belong  to  one  and  the  same  race,  and  that 
tl.is  race  is  distinct  from  all  others. 

Whatever  might  have  been  the  case  had  he  simply 
removed  the  introduction  of  population  to  a  period 
cf  indefinite  antiquity,  the  decided  ground  taken  by 
him  in  favor  of  a  distinct  creation  for  the  different 
•aces  or  varieties  of  mankind  brought  him  at  once 
nto  the  battle  of  that  delicate  and  warmly  contro- 
i^ertcd  question.     His  facts  and  his  reasonings  have 
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both  been  subjected,  by  the  advocates  of  unity,  to 
critical  examination,  and  comparison  with  other  au- 
thorities held  to  be  not  less  reliable.  It  is  worthy  of 
note,  that  his  most  earnest  opponents  in  this  country 
are  firom  the  South;  Drs.  Bachman  and  Smyth,  of 
South  Carolina,  being  the  authors  of  elaborate  vol- 
umes in  refutation  of  his  views. 

Without  apparent  reference  to  any  theory  of 
human  origin,  some  of  the  recent  standard  works 
on  the  races  of  man,  admitting  that  the  natives  of 
this  portion  of  the  globe  possess  among  themselves 
a  general  similarity  of  physical  characters  and  an 
equal  similarity  of  structure  in  their  languages,  are 
not  disposed  to  accept  an  identity  of  origin  or  an 
essential  difference  from  all  other  races  as  a  necessary 
or  probable  conclusion. 

Dr.  Pickering  claims  to  have  found  very  positive 
evidence  of  the  existence  of  a  Malay  race  in  Califor- 
nia, New  Mexico,  and  the  West  Indies ;  and  regards 
the  greater  portion  of  the  American  tribes  as  .true 
Mongolians.  Col.  Hamilton  Smith  thinks  it  vam 
to  assert,  either  on  physical  or  philological  grounds, 
that  all  American  races,  except  the  Esquimaux,  have 
originally  sprung  firom  one  stock ;  and  allows  of  but 
one  exclusively  aboriginal  species,  of  which  we  shaU 
speak  presently.  In  Chili,  and  other  parts  of^outh 
America,  as  well  as  on  the  western  coast  of  the 
Northern  Continent,  he  finds  traces  of  Malay  connec- 
tion and  descent  abundantly  satisfactory  to  himself. 
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It  should  be  remembered  that  the  exclusion  of  all 
Polynesian  or  Malay  mixtiu-e  with  the  original  inha- 
bitants of  this  continent  was  one  of  the  points  most 
strongly  insisted  upon  by  Gallatin  and  Morton. 

We  cannot  here  find  space  to  refer  to  the  nature  of 
all  the  objections  made  to  the  validity  of  their  facts 
or  the  conclusiveness  of  their  reasoning.  They  are 
sufficient  to  show  that  the  whole  subject  requires 
re-examination,  and  that  an  ample  reward  of  reputa- 
tion awaits  the  writer  who  can  reconcile  or  over- 
come existing  discrepancies  of  statement  and  opinion, 
Vfhj  can  we  not  have  an  illustrated  exposition  of 
the  varieties  of  man  in  America,  as  we  have  of  the 
varieties  of  birds,  of  animals,  and  even  of  reptiles'? 
Notwithstanding  a  general  resemblance,  a  marked 
diversity  of  stature,  of  complexion,  and  of  feature, 
among  the  tribes,  is  apparent.  Some  are  tall  and 
thin,  others  short  and  square ;  some  are  so  light  of 
skin  as  to  be  called  white  Indians ;  others  are  so 
bhick  as  to  be  regarded  as  negroes,  especially  when 
possessing,  as  some  do,  thick  lips  and  a  flattened 
nose.  And  these  are  tribal  characteristics.  Some 
tribes  in  the  United  States  have  been  remarkable 
for  their  light  complexion,  although  surrounded  by 
others  of  a  deep  shade  of  brown.  Among  the  Man- 
dans,  light  hah-  and  blue  eyes  are  found.  Isolated 
tribes  of  a  similar  contrast  to  their  neighbors  have 
been  observed  in  the  forests  of  Guiana,  in  Chili,  in 
Brazil,  and  Peru.     A  good  deal  was   formerly  said 
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of  the  blacks  of  California,  and  the  fierce  negroes  of 
the  Isthmus  of  Darien ;  and  yellow  Indians  inhabit 
portions  of  both  continents.  Whatever  common 
osteological  characters  the  bare  skull  may  indicate, 
the  exterior  aspect  of  the  living  man  in  the  New 
World  has  many  striking  differences  of  appearance 
and  expression,  even  if  we  regard  those  only  which 
distinguish  one  tribe  from  another,  and  are  attended 
with  an  equal  diversity  of  moral  and  intellectual 
attributes  and  habits. 

If  these  peculiarities  of  outline  and  of  color  were 
exhibited  with  accurate  discrimination,  and  accompa- 
nied by  a  descriptive  text,  after  the  manner  of  some 
great  works  devoted  to  inferior  orders  of  creation, 
they  might  contribute  to  the  elucidation  of  one  of 
the  most  obscure  chapters  of  human  history,  and 
would  constitute  a  national  monument  of  permanent 
interest. 

Reference  has  been  made  to  an  admission,  by  Col. 
Hamilton  Smith  (otherwise  so  sceptical. in  this. par- 
ticular), of  the  existence  of  one  exclusively  aboriginal 
species  of  men  in  this  country,  —  the  primitive  Flat- 
heads.  In  his  "  Natural  History  of  the  Human 
Species,"  he  assumes  that  recent  investigations,  con- 
ducted by  Sir  Robert  Schomburgk,  show  the  primeval 
race  of  South  America  to  have  been  naturallv  flat- 
headed,  and  pronounces  the  conclusions  of  Dr. 
Morton  to  be  premature ;  and  a  similar  view  is  pre- 
sented in  the  work  of  Rivero  and  Von  Tschudi  on 
Peruvian  antiquities. 
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This  anomaly,  with  some  variations  of  form,  has  a 
wide  range  among  the  natives,  —  extending,  though 
not  continuously,  from  its  principal  scat  in  South 
America  to  the  Chinooks  of  Columbia  River.  We 
know  that  the  deformity  is  now  produced  artificially 
by  compression  in  infancy ;  but  has  it  always  been 
so  ?  And  from  whence  was  derived  that  veneration 
for  so  unnatural  a  custom,  so  great  that  slaves  are 
not  allowed  to  practise  it,  and  a  well-formed  head  is 
considered  a  degradation,  disqualifying  its  possessor 
from  office  or  dignity  in  the  tribe  ? 

'Wlien  Dr.  ^lorton  published  his  "  Crania  Ameri- 
cana," he  concurred  in  the  opinion  of  Humboldt,  that 
the  form  of  the  ancient  Peruvian  skull,  compressed 
in  front  and  elongated  posteriorly,  was  natural  to 
the  race,  although  the  hereditary  shape  was  made 
more  prominent  by  artificial  means.  His  "V"iews  were 
subsequently  changed  by  the  researches  of  M.  Alcide 
d'Orbigny,  a  distinguished  traveller  and  naturalist  ; 
and  it  was  supposed  to  be  proved,  by  an  examination 
of  the  tombs  of  the  ancient  race,  that  the  greater 
number  of  crania  were  not  flattened ;  that  the  pecu- 
liaritv  was  confined  to  the  men ;  and,  as  the  most 
ill-shaped  heads  were  found  in  the  largest  and  finest 
tombs,  that  the  deformity  was  a  mark  of  distinction. 
Traces  of  the  bandages,  and  the  mode  of  their  appli- 
cation, were  also  stated  to  be  clearly  discernible. 
But  it  is  now  claimed  by  scientific  explorers,  that 
evidence   of  congenital   formation   is   found   in  the 
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crania  of  children  too  young  to  admit  of  the  effect 
being  artificially  produced,  and  also  in  those  of 
infants  unborn,  which  had  been  discovered  among 
the  mummies.  It  is  likewise  claimed  that  another 
anomaly  is  observed  in  the  skulls  of  that  ancient 
people,  —  a  peculiar  bone,  wantiag  in  all  other  hu- 
man crania,  but  characteristic  of  the  ruminant  and 
carnivorous  animals.  So  that,  as  the  question  stands 
on  the  authority  of  scientific  men,  the  founders  of 
American  civilization,  who  were  also  its  highest 
exemplars,  were  anomalous  and  strangely  deformed 
beings,  —  not  only  of  apish  aspect,  but  osteologically 
allied  to  the  brute  creation ;  while,  out  of  veneration 
for  their  intellectual  superiority,  and  in  homage  to 
their  dominant  position,  their  natural  deformity  be- 
came an  object  of  emulation  and  imitation  with  the 
races  they  subjected ;  and  thus  the  association  of  rank 
and  honor  and  conventional  beauty  with  a  process  of 
tedious  and  painful  disfigurement  has  been  transmit- 
ted to  those  who  now  practise  it. 

That  the  malformation  can  never  become  congeni- 
tal by  the  usage  of  repeated  generations,  is  proved 
by  its  ceasing  among  tribes  that  are  known  to  have 
abandoned  the  practice,  and  by  the  necessity  of  em- 
ploying artificial  means  for  its  production  where  it 
continues  to  exist 

Here,  then,  is  a  physiological  problem  to  be  solved, 
not  merely  important  to  the  antiquary,  but  of  curious 
interest  in  connection  with  the  natural  history  of 
man. 
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In  an  account  of  Cilicia,  published  in  1853,  men- 
tion  is  made  of  terra-cotta  images  which  had  been 
dug  up  in  that  country,  with  profiles  precisely  similar 
to  those  of  the  figures   sculptured  on  Mexican  and 
Permian  monuments.     These  were  supposed  to  repre- 
sent a  branch  of  the  Huns,  whose  horselike  heads 
are  spoken   of  by  historians,   but  not  attributed  to 
artificial  compression.     It  is  a  comcidence  worthy  of 
note,  that  the  Huns  are  described  in  Chinese  histories 
as  Iiavmg  disappeared  in  the  wilds  of  Siberia  after 
their  invasion  of  that  empire,  and  are  referred  to,  by 
Humboldt  and  others,  as  among  the  people  whose 
early   migration    to   America    is    by   no   means    im- 
probable. 

These  brief  allusions  are  made  for  the  purpose  of 
bringing  to  mind  some  of  the  unsettled  questions,  in 
different  departments  of  inquiry,  that  claim  the  atten- 
tion  of  American  archaeologists. 

It  is  not  impossible  that  remains  of  antiquity,  var}-- 
ing  in  their  character  from  those  found  elsewhere, 
may  be  brought  to  light  in  the  regions  west  of  the' 
Hocky  Mountains. 

Below  the  latitude  of  San  Francisco,  the  social  con- 
dition of  the  aborigines  appears  to  have  been  not 
unlike  that  of  the  Mexicans  at  the  epoch  of  the 
Spanish  conquest,  though  of  an  inferior  degree  of 
civilization.  The  ruins  of  large  stone'  edifices  called 
casas  grmides,  traces  of  canals  for  irrigation,  and 
specimens  of  fine  pottery,  show  the  former  existence 
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of  a  higher  grade  of  culture  than  has  been  retained. 
Some  of  the  tribes  yet  live  in  tillages,  cultivate  the 
soil,  have  fruits,  raise  sheep,  and  manufacture  blankets 
of  both  cotton  and  wool.  The  Moquis,  between  the 
rivers  Little  Colorado  and  San  Juan,  even  occupy 
houses  of  stone,  several  stories  in  height,  not  unlike 
the  casas  grandes. 

The  military  reconnaissances  of  Major  Emory,  of 
Lieut.  "Whipple,  of  Lieut.  Abert,  &c.,  and  the  personal 
narrative  of  Mr.  Bartlett,  late  chief  of  the  United 
States  Boundary  Commission,  may  be  supposed  to 
have  pretty  well  illustrated  that  section  of  country ; 
yet  rumors  occasionally  find  their  way  into  the  news- 
papers of  California  and  Utah,  of  architectural  remains 
of  an  anomalous  character.  A  late  number  of  the 
"  Deseret  Xews  "  contains  a  story  of  certain  ruins, 
recently  discovered  in  the  upper  valley  of  the  Del 
Xorte,  that  resemble  the  ruins  of  Arabia  Petnea ;  by 
which  we  imagine  is  meant  (if  the  statement  is  not 
wholly  apocryphal),  that  habitations  excavated  in  the 
rock  have  been  met  with,  possibly  accompanied  with 
some  degree  of  ornament. 

No  special  exertions  are  required  for  developing 
the  secrets,  natural  or  artificial,  of  that  portion  of  our 
national  domain.  Motives  stronger  than  curiosity  or 
scientific  zeal  are  carrying  armies  of  eager  explorers 
into  its  remotest  and  obscurest  recesses,  and  the  world 
will  soon  know  all  that  they  contain. 

Mr.  Horace  Davis,  son  of  our  late  President,  residing 
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at  San  Francisco,  has  taken  much  interest  in  the  sub- 

o 

ject  of  antiquities ;  and  his  attention  is  awake  to  what- 
ever is  to  be  learned  in  that  quarter.  We  are  indebted 
to  him  for  reference  to  the  account  above  mentioned ; 
and  he  writes  that  he  has  met  with  a  manuscript- 
narrative  of  a  residence  with  the  ^loquis  when  the 
nation  was  in  its  prime,  which  is  very  curious,  al- 
thouo^h  seeminfflv  "  tinored  with  coideur  de  rose."  These, 
and  the  Xavajos,  their  neighbors,  are  the  people  whose 
character  and  manners  so  much  excited  the  interest 
of  Mr.  Gallatin,  that  he  declared  their  history  to  be 
almost  the  only  refreshing  episode  in  the  course  of  his 
researches. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Mr.  Davis  may  find  time,  and 
have  opportunity,  to  pursue  investigations,  and  gather 
infoi-mation,  that  will  be  productive  of  useful  and  in- 
teresting results. 

The  Memoir  of  Mr.  Lapham,  on  the  antiquities  of 
Wisconsin,  has  at  length  been  printed.  The  form  in 
which  the  Transactions  of  this  Society  have  thus  far 
been  issued  was  not  adapted  to  the  size  of  the  draw- 
ings prepared  by  the  author;  and  the  great  number 
of  plates  involved  an  amount  of  expense  somewhat 
disproportioned  to  our  means.  It  is  probable  the 
Society  will  not  regret  acceding  to  the  proposition  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  to  assume  that  char2:e. 
The  work  is  executed  in  the  best  manner,  and  consti- 
tutes a  valuable  contribution  to  antiquarian  litera- 
ture. 
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A  Journal  or  Diary  of  John  Hull  —  Master  of  the 
Mint,  Coiner  of  the  Pine-tree  Currency,  Treasurer  of 
the  Colony  of  Massachusetts,  Captain  of  the  Artillery 
Company,  and  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  success- 
ful colonial  merchants  — ■  is  now  in  the  hands  of  a 
member  of  the  Council,  to  be  prepared  for  publication. 
Some  autograph  copies  of  his  business  correspondence, 
obtained  from  another  source,  have  a  similar  interest, 
and  exhibit  the  financial  difficulties  experienced  by 
colonial  poverty  in  providing  for  the  expenses  and 
secret  service-money  of  the  agents  whom  it  was  found 
necessary  to  maintain  abroad.  The  whole  matter,  it 
is  believed,  will,  before  long,  be  ready  for  the  press. 

The  Society  is  called  upon  to  lament  the  loss  of 
an  eminent  associate.  The  Hon.  Abbott  Lawrence, 
whose  death  has  occasioned  so  many  public  and 
private  tributes  of  sorrow  and  respect,  had  been  for 
many  years  one  of  its  members.  Since  his  retirement 
from  public  life,  he  had  attended  its  meetings,  and 
manifested  a  practical  and  growing  interest  in  its  pro- 
ceedings. On  recent  occasions,  this  interest  has  been 
particularly  noticeable,  and  afforded  a  promise,  that, 
with  greater  leisure  on  his  part,  the  Society  would 
experience  more  and  more  the  benefit  of  his  counsel 
and  hearty  co-operation.  It  was  well  known  that 
whatever  he  undertook  was  accomplished  faithfully, 
and  with  a  prompt  and  liberal  spirit.  The  loss  of  his 
personal  presence,  and  the  invigorating  influence  of 
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his  intelligence  and  enterprise,  is  one  that  cannot 
easily  be  replaced. 

Another  member,  not  long  connected  with  the 
institution,  —  Hon.  Samuel  D.  Hubbard,  of  Connecti- 
cut, late  Postmaster-general  of  the  United  States, — 
has  died  within  a  few  days.  In  the  new  Catalogue  of 
Members,  about  to  be  printed,  the  mortuary  list  will 
be  found  to  comprehend  a  large  proportion  of  the 
names  of  its  earlier  and  older  confederates  ;  and  the 
Society  must  found  its  hopes  of  future  success  upon 
the  vitality  and  energy  infused  into  it  by  newer  and 
vounijer  associates. 

In  closing  accounts  with  one  annual  period,  and 
preparing  to  open  those  of  another,  the  Council  ven- 
ture to  renew  expressions  of  confidence  that  members 
of  the  Society,  both  near  and  at  a  distance,  of  what- 
ever age  and  occupation,  will  continue  to  cherish  a 
desire  to  promote  its  progress  and  utility ;  and  that 
whenever  matters  of  information  pertinent  to  its  objects 
fall  in  their  wav,  or  documents  of  a  similar  character 
come  into  their  possession,  they  may  be  communicated 
for  its  use,  or  intrusted  to  its  care  for  preservation. 

For  the  Council, 

SAMUEL   F.   HA  VEX. 
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Uqjort  of  H)e  (ZTrcasarcr. 


THE     TREASCKEK     OP     THE     AMERICAN     AUTIQUAKIAN     SOCIETY 

REPORTS, — 

That  the  amount  of  Funds  in  his  han(Js  at  the  date  of  his  last  Re- 
port, AprU  7,  was       $28,696.84 

Since  which  time  he  has  received  — 
For  interest  on  Notes  and  Dividends  on  Bank  Stock,  the  sum  of    .        .  956.92 

29,653.76 

In  the  same  time  he  has  paid — 

For  Coal     .        . .    S4.50 

Mr.  Burgess's  account  for  Mason-work 89.90 

John  Wilson  &  Son,  for  Printing 43.70 

Mr.  Haven's  Bill  for  Sundrj-  Expenses,  paid  by  him        .        .        .     83.91 

Mr.  Kinsley's  account  for  Labor 12.25 

Mr.  Miller's,  for  Repairs 7.94 

Insurance •     .        •  102.00 

Copying  Lapham's  Work 25.00 

Interest  on  Railroad  Bonds 25.00 

Librarian's  Salary,  six  months     ' 450.00 

844.20 

Balance 28,809.56 

Balance  due  the  Treasurer 155.44 


28.965.00 


Which  is  invested  as  follows :  — 

On  account  of  Fund  of  $12,000:  — 

In  Notes  with  Mortgage .      10,600.00 

Bank  Stock 2,700..00 

'    13,300.00 

On  account  of  Fund  of  S5,000:  — 

In  Notes  with  Mortgage •        .        .        7,165.00 

In  Bank  Stock 7,500.00 

Worcester  and  Nashua  Railroad  Bonds 1,000.00 

15,665.00 

28,965.00 

Fond  of  §12,000 13,300.00 

Less  Balance  due  the  Treasurer ^.  155.44 

13,144.56 
Fund  of  S5,000 .      15,605.00 

$28,809.56 

SAMUEL  JENNISON,   Treasurer. 
Oct.  19,  1856. 
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REPORT   OF    THE    LIBRARIM. 


Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society,  additions  to 
the  Library  have  been  received  from  the  followino- 
sources ;  viz.,  — 


Prof.  A.  D.  Bache Washington,  D.C. 

N.  B.  Shurtleff,  3I.D Boston. 

F.  W.  Paine,  Esq Worcester. 

Anthony  Chase,  Esq Worcester, 

Rev.  Henry  Jackson,  D.D Newport,  R.I. 

Hon.  Samuel  L.  Crocker Taunton. 

Prof.  Martyn  Payne,  M.D New  York- 

The  Maryhind  Historical  Society. 

Horace  Davis,  Esq San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Rev.  William  Allen,  D.D Xorthampton. 

Hon.  Robert  C.  Winthrop Boston; 

Miss  Eliza  A.  Haven Portsmouth,  N.H. 

Hon.  Edward  Everett Boston. 

Mrs.  Elisha  Fuller Worcester. 

Z.  Baker  ct  Co Worcester. 

Henry  J.  Howland Worcester. 

Hon.  Levi  Lincoln Worcester. 

Hon.  Charles  Sumner Boston. 

The  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society. 

Rev.  Alonzo  Hill,  D.D Worcester. 

The  Boston  Mercantile  Library  Association. 
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•  The  Wisconsin  Historical  Society. 
The  American  Philosophical  Society. 

Rev.  Edward  E.  Hale Worcester. 

Evert  A.  Duyckinck,  Esq New  York. 

Hezekiah  Smith  Chase,  Esq.       .....  Boston. 

Joel  Munsell,  Esq Albany,  N.Y. 

Cyrus  Woodman,  Esq .  Mineral  Point,  Wis. 

The  State  of  Connecticut. 

The  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Goerlitz       .     .  Prussia. 

The  Young  Men's  Library  Association  of  Worcester. 

E.  S.  Whittemore Worcester. 

The  Regents  of  the  New  York  University. 

The  Trustees  of  the  New  York  State  Library. 

The  Albany  Institute     ........  Albany,  N.Y. 

Rev,  John  S.  Barry Hanover. 

John  Wilson  &  Son Boston. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Free  Public  Library  of  New  Bedford. 

The  Young  Men's  Association  of  Milwaukie,  Wis. 

Rev.  Seth  Sweetser,  D.D Worcester. 

Samuel  A.  Green,  M.D Boston. 

L  A.  Laphani,  Esq.  .     .   ' Milwaukie,  Wis. 

J.  L.  Loring,  Esq Boston. 

The  Minnesota  Historical  Society. 
The  Senate  of  the  United  States. 

Hon.  Rejoice  Newton Worcester. 

The  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury Worcester. 

Hon.  Emory  Washburn .  Worcester. 

The  American  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Education. 

Rev.  Joy  H.  Fairchild Boston. 

The  United  States  Patent  Otfice. 

S.  C.  Newman,  Esq Pawtucket,  R.L 

Edward  Jarvis,  M.D Dorchester.   . 

Rev.  George  Allen Worcester. 

The  Societe  de  Geographie  of  Paris  .     .     .  France. 

Samuel  Punderson,  M.D New  Haven,  Conn. 

Rev.  Samuel  M.  Worcester,  D.D Salem. 

Rev.  Edmund  D.  Willson Roxbury. 

Hon.  Ira  M.  Barton Worcester. 

Milo  Lewis Naugatuck,  Conn. 
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The  Trustees  of  Amherst  College. 

B-  Homer  Dixon,  Esq. Boston. 

George  W.  Richardson,  Esq. Worcester. 

Hon.  Alexander  De  Witt Oxford. 

The  American  Unitarian  Assodation. 
The  American  Peace  Society. 

William  Cross,  Esq. Worcester. 

Ebenezer  Merriam,  Esq. JSTew  YoA. 

BeT.  T.  W.  EGgginson Worcester. 

The  Editors  of  the  Boston  Semi-Weeklj  Conrier. 

„  The  Boston  Semi-Weekly  Advertiser. 

„  The  Boston  Christian  Watchman  and  Reflector. 

jf  Hunt's  Merchants'  Mag;azine. 

„  The  Worcester  Weekly  Spy. 

„  The  Worcester  National  ^g^ 

„  The  Fitdibnrg  SentineL 


Hon.  Bejoice  Xewton  has  presented  one  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  miscellaneons  Tolumes,  and  five  hnn- 
dred  and  seventy-five  pamphlets.  He  has  also  de- 
posited, fi)r  the  use  of  the  Society,  a  series  of  reviews 
and  periodicals,  handsomely  bound,  and  numbering 
one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  Tolumes. 

F.  W.  Paine,  Esq.,  has  presented  sixty  Tolumes, 
chiefly  of  French  heUe&4ettres  literature. 

Mr.  J.  Munsell,  of  Albany,  with  great  libeiality, 
transmitted  a  list  of  works  published  by  him,  with 
a  proposition  to  forward  to  the  library  all  that  were 
not  already  on  its  shelves, — he  having,  several  years 
ago,  made  a  considerable  donation  of  a  similar  nature. 
From  that  source,  fifteen  valuable  works  have  been 
received. 
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The  Journals,  Reports  of  Committees,  Documents 
and  .\jinals  of  Congress,  make  fifty-two  volumes. 

Rev.  jNIr.  Hale  has  presented  eleven  volumes,  and 
thirty-two  pamphlets. 

The  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Goerlitz,  in  Prussian 
Silesia,  has  forwarded  a  catalogue  of  its  library,  and 
the  numbers  of  a  magazine  edited  by  its  Secretary, 
and  composed  in  part  of  historical  and  antiquarian 
collections.  These  w^ere  accompanied  by  a  proposi- 
tion for  an  interchange  of  publications. 

The  smaller  donations  are  numerous,  and  many  of 
them  of  considerable  interest  and  intrinsic  value. 

The  accessions  together  amount  to  four  hundred 
and  fortv-five  volumes,  and  eis^ht  hundred  and  ninetv- 
two  pamphlets.  Besides  these  are  some  gifts  of  a 
different  nature ;  among  which  are  framed  portraits 
of  Rev.  Dr.  Dana  and  Rev.  Dr.  Lowell,  from  William 
Cross,  Esq.,  of  "Worcester. 

In  the  collection  and  arrangement  of  a  library  of 
reference,  the  attention  is  often  drawn  to  particular 
classes  of  documents,  the  possession  of  which  is  a 
source  of  gratification,  or  whose  deficiency  is  a  cause 
of  regret.  The  moment  when  the  mind  is  impressed 
with  any  special  want  is  doubtless  that  which  is  most 
favorable  for  attempting  its  supply.  A  mention  of 
such  desiderata  in  the  Librarian's  Report  Tiot  only 
serves  as  a  record  of  the  fact  of  deficiency,  but  has 
sometimes  led  to  the  acquisition  of  that  which  was 
needed. 
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All  documents  relating  to  the  financial  policy  of  the 
United  States,  from  the  commencement  of  the  colonies 
to  the  establishment  of  their  union  and  independence, 
would  find  here  a  cordial  welcome  and  high  appre- 
ciation. 

The  means  by  which  various  communities,  feeble  in 
point  of  resources,  and  but  loosely  connected  so  far 
as  any  efficiency  of  government  was  concerned,  were 
enabled  to  sustain  an  expensive  war,  and,  in  the  midst 
of  revolution,  to  organize  and  execute  systems  of 
finance,  will  always  be  a  curious  subject  of  investiga- 
tion. It  may  be  supposed,  that,  in  legislative  enact- 
ments, in  histories,  and  in  volumes  that  stand  by  their 
own  bulk  on  librarv  shelves,  the  storv  is  told  in  suffi- 
cient  detail  for  all  useful  purposes.  But  earnest 
inquirers  are  not  apt  to  be  satisfied  with  statements 
that  are  found  in  rei^ular  books.  Thev  wish  to  know 
how  the  people  thought  and  felt  and  expressed  them- 
selves in  newspapers  and  pamphlets  and  broadsides  ; 
and  they  wish  to  see  specimens  of  the  currency,  and 
other  representatives  of  value,  that  auswer.ed  for  the 
necessities  of  traffic,  or  the  supply  of  daily  needs. 

These  minor  materials  of  our  revolutionary  history, 
and  some  that  can  hardly  be  placed  in  so  humble  a 
class,  are  disappearing  more  rapidly  than  many  may 
suppose. 

We  have  a  tolerably  complete  series  of  the  various 
denominations  of  continental  paper-money,  and  have 
recently  added  some    specimens   that  were  wanting; 
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but  the  notes  and  bills  of  credit  of  the  several  States 
are  very  imperfect.  Those  of  Massachusetts  are  most 
of  them  badly  worn ;  those  of  Rhode  Island  are  mere 
fragments ;  and  of  some  States  we  have  none. 

Mr.  Felt  has  given  a  good  history  of  the  currency 
of  Massachusetts ;  but  a  general  work  on  the  subject, 
embracing  local  issues  and  those  of  the  confederation, 
is  waiting  for  some  investigating  author  and  collector 
to  undertake  it.  It  is  not  entirely  certain  that  the 
means  of  accurate  and  thorough  illustration  can  now 
be  procured.  "We  were  able,  some  months  ago,  to 
contribute  from  our  duplicates  a  few  scarce  specimens 
for  the  collection  of  a  gentleman  in  Philadelphia,  who 
was  said  to  be  proposing  to  write  on  the  subject  as 
soon  as  he  had  obtained  the  requisite  materials  of  a 
history. 

Probably  every  gentleman  of  mature  age  remembers 
revolutionary  paper-money  as  abundant  in  his  own 
neighborhood,  if  not  in  his  own  home.  It  is  very 
likely  that  a  considerable  quantity  might  still  be 
brought  to  light  with  sufficient  search.  But  the  bills 
that  supported  the  foundations  of  a  republic  have 
generally  been  used  as  playthings  for  children,  and, 
after  being  employed  for  private  banking  operations 
in  the  nursery,  have  been  sacrificed  to  that  youthful 
organ  of  destructiveness,  which  so  constantly  craves 
occupation  for  its  impulses. 

The  library  continues  to  be  constantly  used  for 
purposes  of  research ;  and  applications  for  information 
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on  particular  points  of  inquiry  from  persons  at  a  dis- 
tance are  numerous,  —  affording  gratifying  evidence 
of  its  utility,  and  the  general  appreciation  accorded 
to  its  services. 


SAMUEL   F.   HAVEN, 

Librarian. 


OFFICERS 


OF  THE 


AMERICAN   ANTIQUARIAN    SOCIETY, 


FROM  ITS  ORGANIZATION,  NOY.  1812. 


1812 
1831 

1841 
1853 
1854 


'^xtsi'Htnts. 

Elected.  Retired. 

Isaiah  Thomas,  Worcester 1831 

Thomas  Lindall  TVinthrop,  Boston      .     .  1841 

Edward  Everett,  Boston 1853 

John  Davis,  Worcester 1854 

Stephen  Salisbury,  Worcester 


1812  .  ,  William  Dandridge  Peck,  Cambridge  .     .  1816 

1812  .  .  William  Paine,  Worcester 1816 

1816  .  .  Aaron  Bancroft,  Worcester     .....  1831 

1816  .  .  TiMOTHT  Bigelow,  Medford 1821 

1821  .  .  De  Witt  Clinton,  New  York 1828 

1828  .  .  Thomas  Lindall  Winthrop,  Boston .     .     .  1831 

1831  .  .  John  Davis,  Worcester 1854 

1831  .  .  Joseph  Story,  Cambridge 1845 

1846  .  .  William  B.  Sprague,  Albany,  N.Y.    .     .     .  1853 

1853  .  .  William  Jenks,  Boston 

1853  .  .  Stephen  Salisbury,  Worcester 1854 

1854  .  .  Levi  Lincoln,  Worcester 
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Elected. 

1812  .  .  Tdiotht  Bigelow,  Medford  . 

1812  .  .  Aaeox  Bancroft,  Worcester 

1812  .  .  Edward  Bangs,  "Worcester 

1812  .  .  George  Gibbs,  Boston  .     . 

1812  .  .  William  Bentley,  Salem 

1812  .  .  Redford  "Webster,  Boston 

1812  .  .  Benjamin  Russell,  Boston 

1814  .  .  Samuel  J.  Prescott,  Boston 

1815  .  .  "William  Stedman,  Newburjport 
1815  .  .  Oliver  Fiske,  Worcester  .     . 
1815  .  .  Nathaniel  Paine,  Worcester 
1815  .  .  George  Thacher,  Biddeford 

1815  .  .  KiLBORN  Whitman,  Pembroke 

1816  .  .  Edward  H.  Robbins,  Milton 
1816  .  .  Francis  Blake,  Worcester     . 
1816  .  .  James  Winthrop,  Cambridge 

1816  .  .  Levi  Lincoln,  sen.,  Worcester 

1817  .  .  Levi  Lincoln,  Worcester  .     . 
1817  .  .  Abijah  Bigelow,  Worcester  . 

1819  .  .  Mark  Langdon  Hill,  Georgetown, 

1820  .  .  William  Jenks,  Boston      .     . 
1820  .  .  Charles  Lowell,  Boston .     . 
1820  .  .  Samuel  Jennison,  Worcester 
1820  .  .  Edward  D.  Bangs,  Worcester 

1820  .  .  Joshua  Thomas,  Plymouth     . 

1821  .  .  Thomas  L.  Winthrop,  Boston 

1823  .  .  Samuel  M.  Buenside,  Worcester 

1824  .  .  John  Davis,  Worcester .     ,     . 

1825  .  .  Isaac  Goodwin,  Worcester    . 
1828  .  .  James  C.  Merrill,  Boston 
1830  .  .  Fbkdebic  W.  Paine,  Worcester 


Me. 


Betiied. 

1816 
1816 
1818 
1814 
1820 
1816 
1845 
1819 
1816 
1825 
1820 
1819 
1820 
1H30 
1«17 
1821 
1817 
1854 
1828 
1821 
1831 
1853 
1823 
1824 
1821 
1828 
1850 
1831 
1832 
1852 
1853 
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Elected.  IlBtired. 

1831  .  .  James  Bowdoin,  Boston 1833 

1831  .  .  JoHX  Greex,  "Worcester l«o5 

1832  .  .  Edward  D.  Bangs,  "Worcester 1838 

1832  .  .  JoH\  Park,  "Worcester 1812 

1833  ,  .  Joseph  "Willard,  Boston 1853 

1838  .  .  Emory  "Washdurx,  "Worcester 

1842  .  .  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  "Worcester    ....     1843 

1843  .  .  Stephen  Salisbury,  Worcester 1853 

1845  .  .  Samuel  Jennison,  "Worcester 1846 

1846  .  .  Alfred  D.  Foster,  Worcester 1852 

1850  .  .  Isaac  Davis,  "Worcester 

1852  .  .  Edward  E.  Hale,  "Worcester 

1852  .  .  Charles  Sumner,  Boston 1853 

1853  .  .  George  Livermore,  Cambridge      .... 
1853  .  .  Nathaniel  B.  Shurtleff,  Boston  .... 

1853  .  .  Charles  Folsom,  Cambridge 

1853  .  .  Ira  M.  Barton,  "Worcester 

1853  .  -  Thomas  Kinnicutt,  "Worcester 

1854  .  .  Pliny  Merrick,  "Worcester 

1854  .  .  John  P.  Bigelow,  Boston 

1855  .  .  Samuel  F.  Haven,  "Worcester 


1812 
1812 
1814 
1816 
1823 
1825 


(torrtsponbing  ^tcrttarifs. 

TiiADDEUS  M.  Harris,  Boston 1831 

"William  Jenks,  Boston 1816 

Samuel  M.  Burnside,  "Worcester    ....  1823 

Abiel  Holmes,  Cambridge 1828 

Samuel  Jennison,  "Worcester      .     ...     .     .  1826 

"William  Lincoln,  "Worcester 1831 

6 
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^tCKtams  for  cfouxgn  Con£spoiiI)£uc£. 

Elected.  Retired. 

1831  .     .     Thaddeus  M.  Harris,  Boston 1832 

1832  .    .     Edward  Everett,  Boston 1841 

1841     .    .    John  Pickering,  Boston 1846 

1846     .     .     Jared  Sparks,  Cambridge 


^arttaries  for  pomcstic  Corrtsponbciict. 

1831     .     .    William  Lincoln,  Worcester 1841 

1841     .    .    Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  Worcester    .... 


periling  bantams. 

1812  .  .  Samuel  M.  Burnside,  Worcester     ....  1814 

1814  .  .  Oliver  Fiske,  Worcester .  1815 

1815  .  •  Rejoice  Newton,  Worcester 18o4» 

1854  .  .  Edward  E.  Hale,  Worcester 


S^reasnrtrs. 

1812  .  .  Levi  Lincoln,  Worcester 1813 

1813  .  .  Isaiah  Thomas,  jun.,  Worcester .     ....  1819 
1819  .  .  Nathaniel  Maccartt,  Worcester  ....  1829 

1829  .  .  Samuel  .Jennison,  Worcester 1843 

1843  .  .  Alfred  D.  Foster,  Worcester 1846 

1846  .  .  Samuel  Jennison,  Worcester 


CommittEES  of  i^ublication. 

1815    .    .    Aaron  Bancroft,  Worcester      .....     1831 
1815     .    .    William  Bentlet,  Salem 1819 
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Elected. 

1819  .  .  "VViLLiAii  Jenks,  Boston      .     .     . 

1819  .  .  Samuel  M.  Bitrnside,  "Worcester 

1819  .  .  Edward  D.  Bangs,  Worcester 

1820  .  .  Samuel  Jexnison,  Worcester 
1827  .  .  WiLLiA3i  Lincoln,  Worcester 

1831  .  .  Joseph  Willard,  Boston  .     . 

1832  .  .  John  Park,  Worcester  .     .     . 
1832  .  .  Alfred  D.  Foster,  Worcester 

1834  .  .  George  Folsom,  New  York  . 

1835  .  .  John  Park,  Worcester  .     .     . 
1837  .  .  William  Lincoln,  Worcester 
1843  .  .  Charles  Sumner,  Boston  .     . 
1843  .  .  Stephen  Salisbury,  Worcester 
1843  .  .  Samuel  F.  Haven,  Worcester 

1845  .  •  Peleg  W.  Chandler,  Boston 
184G  .  .  Joseph  B.  Felt,  Boston     . 

1846  .  .  Samuel  Jennison,  Worcester 

1849  .  .  Edward  E.  Hale,  Worcester 

1850  .  .  George  Livermore,  Cambridge 


Retired. 

1833 
1829 
1827 
1831 
1834 
1833 
1833 
1843 
1837 
1843 
1843 
1845 
1846 

1846 
1850 
1849 


librarians. 


1814 
1825 
1827 
1830 
1831 
1835 
1838 


Sasiuel  Jen'nison,  Worcester 1825 

William  Lincoln,  Worcester     .....  1827 

Christopher  C.  Baldwin,  Worcester     .    .  1830 

Samuel  M.  Burnside,  Worcester    ....  1831 

Christopher  C.  Baldwin,  Worcester      .     .  1835 

INIaturin  L.  Fisher,  Worcester 1838 

Samuel  F.  Haven,  Worcester 


MEMBERS 


OF  THE 


AMERICAN    ANTIQUARIAN    SOCIETY, 


185  5. 


The  decease  of  members,  when  ascertained,  is  indicated  by  a  star  prefixed  to  their  names. 
When  no  name  of  a  State  is  annexed  to  the  place  of  residence,  JfiassachuseUs  is  understood. 


MEMBERS  IN  THE  UNITED   STATES. 


♦Benjamin  Abbott,  LL.D Exeter,  N.H.     . 

•Prof.  Ebenezer  Adams Hanover,  N.H.  . 

•Hon.  John  Adams,  LL.D Quincy    .    .    . 

•Hon.  John  Quincy  Adams,  LL.D.    .  Quincy    .    .    . 

•Nathaniel  Adams,  Esq Portsmouth,  N.H 

•Gen.  Roger  Alden Meadville,  Penn 

•Rev.  Timothy  Aldcn,  D.D.      .    .    .  Meadville,  Penn 

•Benjamin  Allen,  LL.D.  .....  Hyde  Park,  N.Y 

Hon.  Charles  Allen Worcester     . 

Rev.  Joseph  Allen Northborough 

Rev.  William  Allen,  D.D Northampton 

Ellis  Ames,  Esq Canton     .    . 

•Ebenezer  T.  Andrews,  Esq.     .    .    .  Boston      .    . 

•Rev.  Jesse  Appleton,  D.D Brunswick,  Me 

Hon.  Nathan  Appleton Boston      .    . 

•Hon.  Charles  H.  Atherton  ....  Amherst,  N.H. 

•Caleb  Atwater,  Esq Columbus,  Ohio 

•Christopher  C.  Baldwin,  Esq.      .    .  Worcester    . 

•Loammi  Baldwin,  Esq Charlestown 

•Rev.  Aaron  Bancroft,  D.D.     .    .    .  Worcester    . 


Oct.  25, 1849,  £et.  87. 

Aug.  15,1842,  „  77. 

July    4,1826,  „  91. 

Feb.  23, 1848,  „  81. 

Aug.       1829,  „  73. 

Nov.    5,1836,  „  88. 

July   5,1839,  „  68. 

July  22, 1836,  „  65. 


Oct.    9,1851,  „    84. 
Nov.  12, 1819,  „   47. 


Jan.    8,1853,  „  79. 

Aug.  20, 1835,  „  35. 

June  30, 1838,  „  68. 

Aug.  19,1839,  „  84. 
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Hon.  George  Bancroft,  LL.D.    .    .    . 
•John  Chandler  Bancroft      .    .    .    . 

•Hon.  Edward  Bangs 

•Edward  D.  Bangs,  Esq 

•Hon.  Josiah  Bartlett,  M.D.      .     .     . 

•Hon.  Levi  Bartlett 

•Prof.  Benjamin  Smith  Barton,  JI.D. 

William  Barton,  Esq 

Hon.  Ira  M.  Barton 

William  S.  Barton,  Esq 

•Hon.  James  A.  Bayard 

Hon.  William  Baylies 

•Rev.  William  Bentley,  D.D.    .     .     . 

Hon.  Thomas  H.  Benton 

Hon.  Abijah  Bigelow 

•Abraham  Bigelow,  Esq 

Rev.  Andrew  Bigelow 

•Hon.  Timothy  Bigelow 

Hon.  John  P.  Bigelow 

•Rev.  Gideon  Blackburn,  D.D.      .    . 

•Hon.  Francis  Blake 

William  Blanding,  LL.D 

•William  Bond 

•James  Bowdoin,  Esq 

•Hon.  Jabez  Bowen 

•Ward  N.  Boylston,  Esq.       ..   .     .    . 

John  Leeds  Bozman,  Esq 

•Hon.  Samuel  A.  Bradley    .... 

•Oliver  Bray,  Esq 

•Rev.  John  Brazer,  D.D 

Henry  il.  Breckenridge,  Esq.   .    .    . 
•Hon.  Samuel  W.  Bridgham     .    .    . 

•Hon.  Elijah  Brigham 

George  Brinley,  jun.,  Esq 

•Hon.  John  Brooks,  M.D.,  LL.D.  .    . 
•Rev.  Francis  Brown,  D.D.  .    .    .    '. 

•Hon.  James  Brown 

•Hoses  Brown,  Esq 

•Nicholas  Brown,  Esq 

John  Carter  Brown,  LL.D 

Hon.  Alexander  H.  Bullock  .... 
•Samuel  M.  Burnside,  Esq 


New  York,  N.V. 
Worcester     .    . 
Worcester     .    . 
Worcester     .    . 
Charlestown 
Kingston,  N.H. 
Philadelphia,  Penn 
Lancaster,  Penn. 
Worcester     .    . 
Worcester     .    . 
Wilmington,  Del. 
Bridgewater 
Salem  .... 
St.  Louis,  Mo.   . 
Worcester     .    . 
Cambridge    .    . 
Boston .... 
lledford    .    .    . 
Boston .... 
Nashville,  Tenn. 
Worcester     .    . 
Philadelphia,  Penn 
Dorchester    .     . 
Boston      .    .    . 
Providence,  R.L 
Princeton      .    . 
Baltimore.  Md.  . 
Portland,  ile.    . 
Portland,  He.    . 
Salem  .... 
Pittsburg,  Penn. 
Providence,  R.L 
Westborough     . 
Hartford,  Conn. 
Medford    .    .    . 
Hanover,  N.H. 
New  Orleans,  La. 
Providence,  R.L 
Providence,  R.L 
Pro^•idence,  R.L 
Worcester     .    . 
Worcester     .    . 


Aug.  26, 1819,  set.  30. 
June  28, 1818,  „  62. 
April  1, 1838,  „  48. 
Mar.  5,1820,  „  61. 
Jan.  30,  1828,  ,,  65. 
Dec.  19. 1015,  „   49. 


Aug.    6,1815,  „    48. 


Dec.  29, 1819,  „   60. 


July   6,1832,  „  70. 

May  18, 1821,  „  54. 

Aug.  23, 1838,  „  6G. 

Feb.  23. 1817,  „  42. 


Mar.  6,1833,  „  38. 
May  8, 1815,  „  75. 
Jan.    7,1828,  „   78. 

Sep.  24, 1844,  „    67. 

1823. 
Feb.  26, 1846,  „   57. 

Dec.  1840,  „  67. 
Feb.  22, 1816,  „   64. 

Mar.  1, 1825.  „  72. 
July  27,  1820,  „  36. 
April  7,  1835,  „  69. 
Sep.  6,  1836,  „  97. 
Sep.  27, 1841,  „   73. 


July  29, 1850,  „   67. 
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•Hon.  James  Burrill,  LL.D 

Rev.  James  D.  Butler 

•JIatthew  Carey,  Esq 

•Hon.  Charles  Carroll,  LL.D.  .  .  . 
•Right  Rev.  John  Carroll,  D.D.,  LL.D. 

Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  LL.D 

Hon.  Peleg  W.  Chandler 

Henry  Chapin,  Esq 

•Rev.  John  Chester,  D.D 

Abraham  Clarke,  M.D 

•Hon.  WiUiam  Clarke 

•John  D.  Clifford,  Esq 

•Hon.  De  Witt  Clinton,  LL.D. .  .  . 
•Rev.  Timothy  Clowes,  LL.D.  .  .  . 
•Hon.  David  Cobb  ...:... 

•Rev.  Charles  Coffin,  D.D 

•Rev.  WilUam  CogsweU,  D.D.  .    .    . 

•William  Coleman,  Esq 

Judah  Colt,  Esq 

•Rosseter  Cotton 

Neville  B.  Craig,  Esq 

Hon.  John  F.  Cushman    .    .     .  ' .     . 

George  W.  P.  Custis,  Esq 

•Rev.  ilanasseh  Cutler,  LL.D.  .  . 
•Hon.  David  Daggett,  LL.D.    .    .    . 

•Hon.  Samnel  W.  Dana 

•Hon.  Nathan  Dane,  LL.D.       .    .    . 

•Aaron  Davis,  Esq 

•Hon.  John  Davis,  LL.D 

Hon.  Isaac  Davis,  LL.D 

John  C.  B.  Davis,  Esq 

Charles  Deane,  Esq 

•Hon.  Henry  A.  S.  Dearborn  .  .  . 
•Elias  Haskett  Derby,  Esq.       .     .     . 

Silas  Dinsmore,  Esq 

•Daniel  Drake,  M.D 

•Peter  S.  Du  Ponceau,  LL.D.  .    .    . 

•Alexander  Dustin,  Esq 

Evert  A.  Duyckinck,  Esq 

•Rev.  Timothy  Dwight,  D.D.,  LL.D. 

•Hon.  William  EUery 

•Samuel  Elliot,  Esq 


Providence,  R.I. 
Cincinnati,  O.    , 
Philadelphia,  Penn, 
CarroUton,  Md. 
Baltimore,  Md.  . 
Detroit,  Jlich.    . 
Boston      .    .     . 
Worcester     .    . 
Albany,  N.Y.    . 
Newark,  N.J.    . 
St.  Louis,  Mo.   . 
Lexington,  Ky. 
Albany,  N.Y.     . 
Hempstead,  L.L 
Goldsborough,  Me 
Grenville,  Tenn. 
Haiiover,  N.H. 
New  York,  N.Y. 
Erie,  Penn. 
Plymouth     .    . 
Pittsburg,  Penn. 
Oxford,  Miss.     . 
Arlington  Place,  D 
Hamilton       .     . 
New  Haven,  Conn 
Middletown,  Conn 
Beverly    .    .    . 
Roxburj-       .    . 
Worcester     .    . 
Worcester     .    . 
New  York,  N.Y. 
Boston      .    .    . 
Boston      .    .    . 
Salem       .    .    . 
St.  Stephen's,  Ala 
Cincinnati,  0.    . 
Philadelphia,  Penn 
Stirling     .     .     . 
New  York,  N.Y. 
New  Haven,  Conn 
Newport,  R.I.    . 
Washington,  D.C. 


.C. 


Dec.  25,  1S20,  at.  49. 

Sep.  ir,  1839,  „  80. 
Nov.  14,  1332,  „  95. 
Dec.  3,  1815,  „  81. 


Jan.  12,  1829,  „  43. 


Sept.  1,  1838,  „  69. 

May  8,  1820,  „  42. 

Feb.  11,  1828,  „  59. 

July  IG,  1847,  „  60. 

Mar.  17,  1830,  „  82. 

June  3,  1853,  „  77. 

Apr.  18,  1850,  „  C2. 

July  13, 1829,  „  63. 

Aug.  12, 1837,  „  79. 


July  28, 1823,  „  SO. 

Apr.  12,  1851,  „  80. 
July  21, 1830. 

Feb.  15, 1835,  „  82. 

Apr.  19, 1854,  „  67. 


July  29,  1851,  „  68. 

Sep.  16,  1826,  „  60. 

Nov.  6,  1852,  „  67. 

April  2,  1844,  „  84. 

Jan. ^4,  1S37,  „  60. 

Jan.  11,  1817,  „  64. 

Feb.  15, 1820,  „  93. 

Oct.  17, 1821,  „  49. 
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•Simon  Elliott,  Esq Xewtoa     .    . 

•Hon.  Caleb  Ellis Claremont,  N.ll 

Rev.  George  E.  Ellis Charlestown 

Rev.  Romeo  Elton,  D.D Providence,  R.I 

•Hon.  George  W.  Erving      ....  Boston      .    , 

•Rev.  Joseph  Estabrook Athol   .    .    . 

•Hon.  William  Eustis,  M.D.,  LL.D.  .  Roxburj- 

Hon.  Edward  Everett,  LL.D.    .    .    .  Boston      .    . 

•John  Fanner,  Esq Concord,  N.H. 

•John  Hay  Famham,  Esq Frankfort,  Ky. 

•Hon.  Paul  Fearing Marietta,  0. 

Rev.  Joseph  B.  Felt Boston      .    . 

Cornelius  C.  Felton,  LL.D Cambridge    . 

Hon.  Maturin  L.  Fisher Farmersville,  Iowa 

•iloses  Fiske,  Esq White  Plains,  Tenn 

•Hon.  Oliver  Fiske Worcester     .    . 

*Hon.  Samuel  Fiske Claremont,  N.H. 

Hon.  George  Folsom ;  New  York,  N.Y. 

Charles  Folsom,  Esq Cambridge    .    . 

•John  II.  Forbes,  Esq ^Milton       .     .     . 

Peter  Force,  LL.D Washington,  D.C, 

*Hon.  Alfred  D.  Foster Worcester     .    . 

•Hon.  Dwight  Foster Crookfield     .    . 

Dwight  Foster,  Esq Worcester     .    . 

•Theodore  Foster Foster,  R.I. 

William  B.  Fowle    ........  Boston      .    .    . 

Jfjhn  W.  Francis,  M.D New  York,  N.Y. 

Charles  Frazer,  Esq Charleston,  S.C. 

•Hon.  Nathaniel  Freeman    ....  Sandwich      .    . 

•Hon.  Samuel  Freeman Portland.  Me.    . 

Benjamin  F.  French,  Esq New  York,  N.Y. 

•Robert  Fulton,  Esq New  York,  N.Y. 

•Hon.  Albert  Gallatin,  LL.D.     .    .    .  New  York,  N.Y. 

•Hon.  William  Gaston,  LL.D.  .    .    .  Raleigh,  N.C.     . 

•Hon.  John  T.  Oilman,  LL.D.  .    .    .  Exeter,  N.H.     . 

•William  Goddard Providence,  R.I. 

•Prof.  William  G.  Goddard  ....  Providence,  R.I. 

•Hon.  Robert  H.  Goldsborough     .    .  Easton,  Md. 

•Jonathan  Goodhue,  Esq New  York,  N.Y. 

•Isaac  Goodwin,  Esq Worcester     .    . 

•Hon.  Christopher  Gore,  LL.D.    .    .  Waltham      .    . 

•Hon.  William  Gray Boston      .    .    . 


Jan.  2,  1832,  set.  69. 
May  9,  1816,  „  49. 


July  22,  1850,  „  81. 

Apr.  13,  1830,  „  72. 

Feb.  6,  1825,  „  71. 

Aug.  13,1838,  „  49. 

July  10, 1833,  „  42. 

Sep.  22,1822,  ,,  60. 


Jan.  25,  1837,  „  74. 
Dec.  30,  1834,  „  65. 


Oct.   1824,  ,,  52. 

Aug.  10,  1852,  „  52. 
Apr.  29,  1S23,  „  65. 

Jan.  13, 1828,  „  .  76. 


Sep.   1827,  „  66. 

June  18, 1831,  „  88. 

Feb.  23,  1818.  „  50. 

Aug.l2,lS49,  „  88. 

Jan.  23, 1S44,  „  66. 

Sep.  1,  1S28,  „  74. 

Dec.  23, 1817,  „  77. 

Feb.  16, 1846,  „  52. 

Nov.  24, 1848,  „  65. 

Sep.  16,  1832,  „  46. 

JIar.  1,  1827,  „  69. 

Nov.  4,  1825,  „  75. 
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John  Green,  M.D 

•Prof.  Simon  Greenleaf,  LL.D.  .  . 
Hon.  Frederick  A.  Grimk6  .... 
•Hon.  Thomas  S.  Grimk^,  LL.D.  . 
•Nathan  Guilford,  Esq.    ..... 

Rev.  Edward  E.  Hale 

•Thomas  L.  Halsey,  Esq.      .... 

•Alexander  C.  Hanson 

•Hon.  Robert  G.  Harper 

•Rev.  Thaddeus  M.  Harris,  D.D.  .  . 
•Rev.  William  Harris,  D.D.  .  .  . 
•Ferdinando  Rodolph  Hassler  .    .    . 

•Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Esq 

Samuel  F.  Haven,  Esq 

•Rev.  John  Hecke  welder      .... 

Joseph  Henry,  LL.D 

Rev.  Francis  Herron 

Samuel  P.  HUdreth,  M.D 

Rev.  Alonzo  HiU,  D.D.     ..... 

•Hon.  Jlark  L.  HiU 

Geo.  F.  Hoar,  Esq 

*Rt.  Rev.  John  H.  Hobart,  D.D.-  .    . 

•Rev.  Horace  Holley,  D.D 

•Rev.  Abiel  Hohnes,  D.D 

•Hon.  John  Hooker 

•David  Hosack,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S. 

•Hon.  John  E.  Howard 

•Hon.  Samuel  D.  Hubbard  .    .    .    . 

Hon.  Charles  Hudson 

•Hon-  David  Humphreys,  LL.D.  .    . 

•Rev.  James  Inglis,  D.D 

Washington  Irving,  LL.D 

Rev.  Henry  Jackson,  D.D 

•Eleazer  James,  Esq •    • 

Edward  Jarvis,  M.D 

•Hon.  John  Jay 

•Hon.  Peter  A.  Jay,  LL.D 

•Hon-  Thomas  Jefferson,  LL.D.    .    - 

Rev.  William  Jenks,  D.D 

Samuel  Jennison,  Esq 

Charles  C.  Jewett,  Esq 

•John  CoflSn  Jones       


Worcester     .    . 
Cambridge    .    . 
Chillicothe,  0. 
Charleston,  S.C. 
Cincinnati,  0.  . 
Worcester     .    . 
Providence,  R.L 
Georgetown,  D.C. 
Baltimore,  Md. . 
Dorchester    .    . 
New  York,  N.Y. 
Washington,  D.C. 
Portsmouth,  N.H. 
Worcester     .    . 
Bethlehem,  Penn. 
Washington,  D.C. 
Pittsburgh,  Penn. 
Marietta,  Ohio 
Worcester     .    . 
Phippsburg,  Me. 
Worcester     .    . 
New  York,  N.Y. 
Lexington,  Ky. 
Cambridge    .    . 
Springfield    .    . 
New  York,  N.Y. 
Baltimore,  Md. . 
Middletown,  Conn 
Lexington     .    . 
New  Haven,  Conn 
Baltimore,  Md. . 
New  York,  N.Y. 
Newport,  R.L    . 
Worcester     .    . 
Dorchester    .    . 
Bedford,  N.Y.   . 
New  York,  N.Y. 
Monticello,  Va. 
Boston      .    .    . 
Worcester     .    . 
Washington,  D.C. 
Boston      .    .    . 


Oct.    6,  1853,  jEt.  69. 

Oct.     1,1834,  „   48. 
Dec.  18,1854,  „  68. 

Nov.  12, 1838,  ,,    87. 

Apr.  23,  1819,  „   33. 

Mar.  15, 1824,  „   60. 

April  3,  1842,  „   73. 

Oct.  18,  1829,  „   65. 

Nov.  20, 1843,  „   74. 

June   3,  1826,  „   36. 

Jan.  31, 1823,  „  79. 


Nov.  26, 1842,  „  71. 

Sep.  20,  1830,  „  54. 

July  31,  1827,  „  46. 

June  4,  1837,  „  73. 

Mar.  7,  1829,  „  67. 

Dec.  22,  1835,  „  66. 

Oct.  12,  1827,  „  75. 

Oct.  8,  1855,  „  55. 

Feb.  2J,  1818,  „  66. 
Aug.  15, 1820. 


Apr.  14,  1843,  „  88. 

May  17,  1829,  „  83. 
Feb.  20,  1843. 

Jul^  4,  1826,  „  83. 


Oct.  25,  1829,  „  79. 
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•Hon.  William  Jones 

Sylvester  Jufld,  Esq 

Etisha  Kent  Kane,  il.D 

*Hon.  James  Kent,  LL.D 

*Hon.  Rufus  King,  LL.D 

Hon.  Thomas  Kinnicutt 

•Rev.  John  T.  Kirkland,  D.D.,  LL.D. 

Increase  A.  Lapham,  Esq 

•Rev.  John  Lathrop,  D.D 

•John  Lathrop,jun.,  Esq 

•Hon.  Abbott  Lawrence 

*Col.  Tobio-s  Leur 

James  Lenox,  Esq 

'Hon.  Enoch  Lincoln 

*Hon.  Levi  Lincoln 

Hon.  Levi  Lincoln,  LL.D 

'William  Lincoln,  Esq 

*Hon.  John  AV.  Lincoln 

Charles  C.  Little,  E~q 

George  L'verraore,  Esq 

"Hon.  Brockholst  Livingston,  LL.D. 

*Hon.  James  Lloyd,  LL.D 

•Nathaniel  Lord,  Esq 

Rev.  Cliarlcs  Lowell,  D.D 

"Hon.  Daniel  Lyman 

•Jonatlian  H.  Lyman,  Esq 

•Rev.  Joseph  Lyman,  D.D.  .    .    .    . 

•Nathaniel  Maccarty,  Esq 

•Willi.im  JFaclure,  Esq 

Hon.  George  P.  ilarsh 

•Capt.  Hugh  M'Call 

James  H.  M'Culloh,  jun.,  JLD.  .  . 
•Prof.  Joseph  M"Kean,  LL.D.    .    .    . 

John  A.  JPKinney 

Alexander  K.  ^[a^shall 

•Hon.  John  Marshall,  LL.D.  .  .  . 
•Hon.  .Jeremiah  JIason,  LL.D.  .  . 
•Rev.  John  M.  JIason,  D.D.       .     .     . 

William  W.  Mather,  LL.D 

James  Mease,  JLD 

Hon.  Pliny  Merrick.  LL.D 

•Hon.  James  C.  Jlerrill 


Providence,  R.I 
Northampton 
Philadelphia,  Penn 
New  York,  N.Y 
New  York,  N.Y 
Worcester 
Boston      .    . 
Milwaukie,  Wis 
Boston       .     . 
Boston      .     . 
Boston      .    . 
Washington,  D.i 
New  York,  N.Y 
Portland,  ile. 
Worcester     . 
Worcester 
Worcester     . 
Worcester     . 
Cambridge    . 
Cambridge    . 
New  York,  N.Y 
Boston      .     . 
Ipswich    .     . 
Boston      .     . 
Providence,  R.I 
Northampton 
Hatfield    .    . 
Worcester 
Philadelphia.  P^nn 
Burlington,  Vt. 
Savannah,  Ga.  . 
Baltimore,  Md. . 
Cambridge    .    . 
Rogersville,  Tenn 
Washington,  Ky. 
Richmond,  Va. 
Boston      .    .    . 
New  York,  N.Y. 
Columbus,  0.    . 
Philadelphia,  Penn 
Worcester     , 
Boston      .    . 


April  3, 1822,oet.  68. 


Dec.  12,  1847,  „  84. 

Apr.  29,  1827,  „  72. 

Apr.  2G,  1840,  „  69. 

.Jan.    4,  1816,  „  76. 

Jan.  30,  1820,  „  48. 

Aug.  18, 1855,  „  62. 
Oct.  11,  1816. 

Oct.  11,  1S29,  „  40. 

Apr.  14,  1820,  „  71. 

Oct.    5,  184.'3,  „  42. 

Oct.    2,  1852,  „  65. 


Mar.lS.  1S23,  „  65. 

April  5,  1831,  ,,  61. 

Oct.  16,  1852,  „  72. 

Oct.  16,  1830. 

Nov.   1,  1825,  „  42. 

Mar.  27,  1828,  „  78. 

Oct.  14,  1831,  „  83. 
Mar.  23, 1840. 

JunelO,  1S24,  „  67. 

Mar.  17,1818,  „  41. 


July  6,  1835,  „  80. 
Nov.  14, 1848,  „  80. 
Dec.  22, 1829,  „  60. 


Oct.  4,  1853,  „  69. 
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Hon.  Theron  Metcalf,  LL.D.    .    .    .  Boston      .    .    . 

•Rev.  Samuel  MUler,  D.D Princeton,  N.J. 

•Hon.  Elijah  H.  Mills Northampton     . 

•Hon.  S.  L.  MitcheU,  M.D.,  LL.D.     .  New  York,  N.Y. 

•Hon.  James  Monroe,  LL.D.     .    .    .  Oak  Hill,  Va.    . 

Hon.  Jesse  Moore Meadville,  Penn. 

•Hon.  Gouvemeur  Morris,  LL.D.       .  Morrisania,  N.Y. 

Hon.  Oliver  B.  Morris Springfield    .    . 

•Rev.  Jedediah  Morse,  D.D.      .    .    .  Charlestown      . 

•Samnel  G.  Morton,  M.D Philadelphia,  Penn. 

•Rev.  Henry  A.  Muhlenbnrgh,  D.D. .  Philadelphia,  Penn. 

Joel  Munsell,  Esq Albany,  N.Y. 

•Rev.  William  Nash West  Boylston 

Hon.  Rejoice  Newton Worcester 

•Hon.  Amasa  Paine Troy,  N.Y. 

•Hon.  Elijah  Paine,  LL.D Williamstown, 

Frederick  W.  Paine,  Esq Worcester 

•Hon.  Nathaniel  Paine Worcester 

•William  Paine,  JI.D Worcester 

•Rev.  Elijah  Parish,  D.D Bj-field     . 

•John  Park,  M.D Worcester 

•Hon.  Isaac  Parker,  LL.D.   ....  Boston      . 

•Rev.  Francis  Parkman,  D.D.  .    .    .  Boston 

•Hon.  Theophilus  Parsons,  LL.D.      .  Boston 

Usher  Parsons,  M.D Providence,  R.L 

•Hon.  John  Phillips Boston 

•Hon.  William  Phillips Boston      . 

•Hon.  John  Pickering,  LL.D.    -    .    .    Boston      . 

•Rev.  John  Pierce,  D.D Brookline 

•Hon.  Charles  C.  Pinckney,  LL.D.    .  Charleston,  S.C. 

•Gen.  Thomas  Pinckney      ....  Charleston,  S.C. 
•Hon.  Timothy  Pitkin,  LL.D.  .    .    .     Farmington,  Conn. 

•Hon.  William  Plumer Epping,  N.H.    . 

•Jacob  Porter,  JLD Plainfielu      .    . 

Hon.  Chandler  E.  Potter  .    .         .    •     Manchester,  N.H. 

•Rev.  .John  Prince,  LL.D Salem  .... 

William  H.  Prescott,  LL.D.      .     .     .     Boston      .     .    . 
Hon.  Josiah  Quincy,  LL.D.       .    .    .    Cambridge    .    . 

Dudley  H.  Rhodes,  Esq Zanesville,  Ohio 

•Rev.  John  H.  Rice,  D.D Prince  Ed.  Co.,  Va.   . 

•Obadiah  Rich,  Esq Port  Mahon,  Minorca . 

*Hon.  Edward  H.  Robbins    ....     Milton 


Jan.    8,  1850,  a;t.  91. 

May   6,  1829.   „  52. 

Sep.    8,  1831,  „  67. 

July  4, 1831,  „  72. 

Nov.    6,  1816,  „  64. 

June  9,  1826,  „  65. 

May  15,  1851,  „  52. 

Aug.  11, 1844,  „  62. 

Mar.  25, 1829,  „  60. 


Dec. 

1823. 

Apr.  21, 

1842, 

)» 

85. 

Oct.  8, 

1840, 

)> 

81 

Apr.  19, 

1833, 

T» 

83. 

Oct.  14, 

1825, 

)> 

62. 

Mar.  2, 

1852, 

» 

77 

July  25, 

1830, 

J» 

62. 

Nov.  12, 

1852, 

1J 

64 

Oct.  30, 

1813, 

?) 

64 

May  29, 

1823, 

»1 

52 

May  26, 

1827, 

IJ 

77 

May  5, 

1846, 

)) 

69 

Aug.  24 

,1849, 

11 

7G 

Aug.  16 

1825, 

?ir 

69 

Nov.  2, 

1828, 

)t 

78 

Dec.  18, 

1847, 

n 

82 

Dec.  23, 

1850, 

)> 

92 

Nov.  15, 

1846, 

1} 

63 

.Tune  7,  1836,  „  84. 


Sep.  3,  1831,  „  62. 

Jan.  20,  1850. 

Dec.  29,  1829,  „  72. 
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•Rev.  Samnel  P.  Bobbins     ....  Marietta,  Ohio 

Rev.  Thomas  Robbins,  D.D.     ...  Hartford,  Conn 

•Hon.  Benjamin  Rossell Boston      .    . 

Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury Worcester     . 

•Hon.  Winthrop  Sargent       .     .     .     .-  Natchez,  Miss. 

•Samuel  Savage,  M.D Barnstable    . 

Henry  R.  Schoolcraft,  LL.D.    .    .    .  Washington,  D 

•Hon.  Samuel  Sewall,  LL.D.     .    .    .  Marblehead 

Lemuel  Shattuck,  Esq Boston      .    . 

•Charles  Shaw,  Esq Boston      .    . 

Hon.  Lemuel  Shaw,  LL.D Boston      .    . 

•William  S.  Shaw,  Esq Boston      .     . 
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